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About Amman International Film Festival - Awal Film (AIFF)

In its third edition, Amman International Film Festival - Awal Film {AIFF) continues to thrive and grow; an unprecedented event in the
Kingdom that showcases Arab and intemational films. The airm of the AIFF, according ta its president Princess Rym All, is “developing and
promoting an Arab cinema that reflects the creativity of the region and tackles the |ssues that are prevalent today.”

The distinctive edge of this festival lies in its focus on first timers. An international Jury made up of industry professionals choose the
winner of the Black Iris Award in each of the Arab film competitions; feature narrative, feature documentary, and short. While International
narrative and decumentary films compete for the Audience Award

Moreover, the jury members may decide to grant a Special Mention to: first-time Lead Actor/Actress and/or first-time Scriptwriter in the
Arab Feature-Length Narrative Competition; first-time Editor in the Arab Feature-Length Documentary Competition.

This year's line-up is Alled with emotional, honest, heartwarming, and soul-searching stories. The line-up of the third edition features 49
films — narratives and documentaries, Arab and intemational - from 29 countries, They have all been released in 2027 - 2022, showcased

for the first time in Jordan, and in some cases in the region and the world, made by first-time directors or starring first-time experiences.

Thie “First & Latest” section features the work of one veteran filmmaker, showcasing the process between his first and latest film., We are
delighted ta host this year Egyptian auteur and acclaimed director Yousry Nasrallah

In this edition, the Festival continues with its commitment 1o present powerful and unigque content and to initiate collaborations that
reflect cultural and environmental awareness, For the second year in a row, the Festival hosts the special Franco-Arab Rendez-Vous
section, adding to the diversity of the programming. In addition, the Festival persists in taking its "green steps” towards a sustainable and
an erviranmentally friendhy festival.,

The Amman International Film Festival - AWAL Film aims to foster a creative buzz among directors, celebrities and film enthusiasts, by
affering high-quality films, regardless of their box-office performance. Whether you are a budding Arab filmmaker or an international
veteran, an actor or a critic, an industry insider or an enthusiastic consumer, Amman International Film Festival - Awal Film welcomes youl

About Amman Film Industry Days

Amman Film Incdustry Days, aimed at the industry professionals and film students, will be held from 215t 1o 26th July 2022,
Amman Film Industry Days host workshops, seminars and sessions with industry professionals focusing on current issues in the industry

For the second year, Amman Film Industry Days highlight environmental thermes. This year, we host an inspiring day - "Climate
Storytelling” - that brings environmental experts and filmmakers to collaborate and formulate priorities and develop a cinernatic

language integrating climate issues into their stories,

Amman Film Industry Days continues to develop its Pitching Platforms for the third year. This year, we added a third development
platform dedicated to first-time Jordanian or Arab directors residing in Jordan, in addition to the existing development and
post-production platforms open to all Arabs. We also launched the Amman Film Market. 18 projects are selected to compete at the
platforms and the Market to receive cash and in-kind awards.

The Awards ceremony will be held at the Royal Film Commission on July 26,



Welcome Note l) A

Some of us may remermber the first film we fell in love with, and, given the opportunity, we
may have watched it again and again. But how many of us can identify what it was exactly
about the film that made us walk out of the cinema feeling fulfilled somehow: was it the
story? A particular actor? The backdrop? The music? How all these elements worked in
harmony to create a work of art that was pleasing or provocative, educational or inspiring?

This year's artistic theme for the Amman International Film Festival - Awal Film (AIFF) is
“First Film, First Love:" it is our hope that you will fall in love with someone’s first film,
while at the same time, we can't help but wonder with which of the first films in
competition the jury will fall in love.

Looking back at the history of cinema, there are of course very famous first flms that
became huge successes- think of “Citizen Kane® by Orson Welles in 1941 in the US, ar
how Francois Truffaut’s “400 Blows™ took off arcund the world to the surprise of many in
the industry. Here in Jordan, more recently, “Theeb” - a first film by a Jordanian film
director - was our moment of pride when it received an Oscar nomination,

Iri this year's Arab narrative selection of the AIFF, family, children and mothers seem to be the main characters. They are seen struggling
to maintain their livelihood, their dignity or to improve their lot in life, Personal relationships are laid bare by several young filmmakers,
mainly batween children and their parents, where the filmmakers at times explore how one generation’s deeds unwittingly affect
another generation. They include a number of stories from or related to Jordan. But we also have, for the first time at the AIFF, a
contribution from Somalia.

Our documentary selection touches on varied topics and in many different styles: some intimate individual stories reflecting on big
topics in a new daring cinematic language, or big stories told in a very personal manner.

As for the Shorts selection, family, displacement and identity are the themes put forward in this year's films in competition.

Among international films, the obtaining of freedom seems to dominate the narrative, directly or indirectly:
freedom from others, freedom from want and fleeing one’s circumstances: Stories of refugees that have marked this 215t century until
now are never far from everyone’s minds.

Transition toward adulthood is another prevailing topic for some filmmakers, and how the rite of passage, set in their specific worlds, is
experienced by their characters within those waorlds: a global theme explored through different eyes and a variety of angles.

For the secand year running, we are delighted to present our France-Arab Rendez-Vous, a section that is barmn from the collaboration
between the AIFF and the French Cultural Centre in Amman, Here again, migration and family seem to be starring as main
characters throughout this selection,

So, sit back and feel free to experience all the venues where films will be screened during this third edition of our festival: be it the
cinemas in Taj Mall, the Drive-In in Abdali or the amphitheatre at the Royal Film Commission. Enjoy the films and decide: with which of
these stories might you be falling in love this year?l

Rym Ali
Festival President
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Welcome Note

For the first time in three years, | am introducing the upcoming edition of our festival with ]
a big smile as | am reflecting on the theme of this edition (first film, first love), One that
conveys a message of freshness and renewal; one that happily mimmors the restored
connection and proximity, linking first achievements in filmmaking to falling in love - far
the first time or again - Including falling in love with cinema.

Our love affair with the big screen continues, although some theaters have closed down,
festivals have been postponed, box offices have receded and the cinema industry has
been disrupted,. Cinema |5 fighting back, as it always had. At one time, it was feared the
TV would kil it. For the last few years, it has to deal with a newcomer largely reinforced by
the pandemic: streaming. But moviegeing is proving again to be a unique immersive and
entertaining experience,

Cinema is where we can go and experience another world. What cinema provides, no
ather medium or set-up does. And it is precisely these many different “worlds” that we
would fike to offer at the AIFF. We strongly believe in the power of cinema, its values of
inclusion, as well as in Its capacity to open-up viewers 1o new perspectives. Qur focus
remains on Arab cinema and its immense talents from the Maghreb to the Horn of Africa, via the Levant and the Gulf. We hope we can
contribute to support these voices, precisely those who create Images, sounds and stories that contribute - consciously or not - to
defining the contours of their environment, their culture or that of others. We don't necessarily need to identify with the storles told, we
just want to dream, reflect, be moved, provoked and... enjoy.

We conceived this festival as an open space for quality iilms and projects, an incubator for talents (young or less young), focusing above
all on content, encounters and exchanges. Unlike what some believe, festivals are not there simply to showcase art house movies, which
don't appeal to a large audience. Quality movies that push the boundaries of film are what we look for, and they are intended for all
those whao are eager to see, hear and feel,

On a different note, | am proud that our festival pursues its commitment to be as environmentally friendly as possible, taking concrete
steps in that direction.

Last and not least, | would [ike to extend our immense gratitude to all those who believe in the value of such an event and are
contributing toits perennity: its Board, our long-standing partners and the new anes, the Friends of the Festival and, last but not least,
its incredibly committee, dynamic and dedicated team

MNada Doumani
Festival Director
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Welcome Note

Filmmakers are passionate. And their passion is infectious, It fTunnels in streams of
emotions that will stay with us for days if not forever. They are those magicians that will
use film as their sentient enchanted wand to channel their maglcal powers anc cast their
spell on us; triggering our emotions. With film, we travel in space; we explore other
peopla’s lives; we take unexpected journeys; we have our senses occupled.

Because the finest emotions come from the freshest experiences, especially in a craft
where reality is both reconstructed and explored, in our festival, we take on the hallowed
duty of having our audience experience those finest emotions made by the filmmakers,
In fact, this year, the challenae was fierce. It was painful to take decisions and let powerful
productions go. In the lineup we're offering, nonetheless, we were determined to screen
films that will mark their prints in our audience’s heart.

For this edition, ilmmakers went to sensitive areas; exploring the devastation of war,
of broken families, and of commiunity pressure. They were courageous encugh to strip
themselves before the camera and welcomed us to live and observe stories they
personally lived or staries by which they were closely inspired.

When exploring our program, be ready to accompany unconventional families, to tour places that bare hidden worlds, to enter the
vicinity of unconventional minds, to open personal diaries, to look at a transforming world from the cracks of a wall, to take on
challenges as hard as climbing mount Everest, or walking arduous long dirt roads on bare feet for love

Look for little girls, for women, for refugees, and for inmates taking matters into their own hands. Beware of a crocodile taking swimmers
by storm;, and of a gravedigger ready to face death for love, Search with young men for the value and the meaning of dignity and
iclentity. Live the world of a writer, who while fetching for his dreams - finds refuge in cinema. Be prepared to explore the limits of liberty,
and to bear the weight of love, and of commitment.

The ardor of filmmakers will invite us for a Franco-Arab rendesvous where soul-searching in foreign, and in mountainous desclate lands,
is inevitable. There, we will face the river, live the worries of a mother, take on the ambitions of a sister, and cross the Mediterranean to
write a filial love letter to a mother.

Aligning with the festival’s theme for the year, our selection carries the power of emotions; In all their various shapes and forms. We
encourage you to buckie up and ride with us throughout those coming eight days across the finest debut collection of the year and
navigate myriad dimensions of time, space, will power and culture. We grant you that you'll find euphoria in dystopia, and that you'll
come to see both: truth and love.

Areeb Zuaiter
Head of Programming




I
MllazsYiie syl

The BROVAL FILM COMMISSION
[CHRIBAN

Film the World

in Jordan!

@@ wwwfilm.jo W filmjordan  F filmijo & filmjordan &% +962 6 46422660

The Royal Film Commission — Jordan (RFC) provides
management and support services to foreign and local
productions, including filming permits. It also offers
financial incentives.

It is sone-stop shop for the efficient and effective
filming in lordan, making sure productions enjoy an
easy, safe, well-organized, and productive creative
experience in Jlordan,

Hold a Camera
Shoot and Tell your Story to the World!

The RFC organizes workshops all year round, all over
Jordan. Our local workshops and training programs
tackle all aspects of filmmaking from scriptwriting to
camera, producing, acting, directing and editing.

Some target beginners, while others are designed for
intermediate levels.

Watch a Variety

of Quality Movies all Year Long!
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All year round, the RFC organizes film screenings open to the
public and free of charge. We showcase films that are not
usually screened incommercial theaters, all over lordan,

We are keen on having as much as possible discussions
after the screenings, as we truly believe in the power of
debate and its social impact.



Regional Training Programs
for Arab Filmmakers!

RAW!I Screenwriters Lab is one of the RFC's flagship training
program, since 12 years. Independent Arab screenwriters
are offered the chance to develop their work ina uniguely
creative environment under the guidance of internationally
acclaimed screenwriters.

Mosalsalat Screenwriters Lab is an annual four-day script
development workshop aimed at independent Arab
screenwriters warking on their narrative TV series projects.

The Jordan
Film Fund

The Jordan Film Fund (IFF), established by the RFC, aims
fo support narrative films and documentaries in the
development, production and post-production phases; as
well as short and animated films in the production phase,
and television series in the development phase.

The JFF aims to strengthen the capacities of the
independent film industry and support its sustainability,
particularhy in Jordan.

Our Film Centers in the Governorates
Call for Talented Youth!

The RFC manages Film Centers in Irbid, Zarga, Salt, Agaba,
Petra and Wadi Rum. They are easily accessible to the local
community, providing space, eguipment and learning
opportunities.

Film Centers are edutainment places, where young people
can learn the know-how of filmmaking and also watch and
discuss movies.

5
A Goldmine of Valuable

Movies, and Books on Cinema!

Are you fond of movies of all genres? Are you a bookworm
and also a film buff? Come and visit our Film Library!

Visitars of our library can watch movies using the private

viewing stations and read books or consult periodicals in

a calm and relaxed atmosphere. Members are allowed to
borrow films and books.
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A FESTIVAL CONCERNED ABOUT ENVIRONMENT

We aim to lead by example and to create a positive impact by inspiring the Jordanian
and the regional filmmaking industries. The AIFF is the first film festival of this scale
in the region which places environmental advocacy as one of its core values.

Here are the steps the Festival understood this year to ensure its compliance
with principles of sustainability:

« Offset the carbon footprint that might result from necessary actions, such as
travelling and transportation, by giving a donation to the Arab Group for the
Protection of Nature (APN) in order to plant trees in Jordan. Last year, we planted
674 trees all over the Kingdom. This year, we will also offset the activities that we
couldn't reduce and plant more trees with APN.

« In the framework of the “Amman Film Industry Days”, a day-long event named
“Storytelling for Climate" is dedicated to developing films which are concerned with
climate change. “Storytelling for Climate” is in cooperation with Beirut DC and
Greener Screen. It is an inspirational day for filmmakers, not necessarily working on
environmental films, but on movies that can include environmental messages.

« Reduce the waste and printed material and upcycle the material used in branding
and artwork.

+ Use environmentally friendly packaging.

» Remove diesel generators as a main source of power at the Drive-in cinemas.

« Incentivise electric vehicles.

» The Festival curated a panel in partnership with Greener Screen during
TEDinArabic Regional Event in Amman in June, about the importance of

integration of Climate Fiction (CLi-Fi).

» Initiate #SustainableCinema on social media platforms, as a branding and
awareness tool to connect filmmaking with environment and climate change.

13



Jury

Arab Feature Narrative Competition

Nadine Khan

Madine Khanis a ilmmaker based in Cairo. She has directed several narrative films,
commercials, TV series and music videos. Her début feature film Chaos, Disorder
waon the lury Prize at the Dubai International Film Festival in 2012, the Best Film
award at the Oran Arablc Film Festival in Algeria in 2013 and the Muscat
International Film Festival in 2014, Khan's second feature Abu Saddam premiered at
the 43rd Cairo International Film Festival in 2021. Khan was first noticed for her early
short Onein a Million {(2006).

Luciano Barisone

Luciano Barisone is a ilm-club host, joumnalist and film critic for specialist magazines
and newspapers, he founded the magazine Panoramiques, which he directed for
several years. Since 1997, he has collaborated at numerous international film
festivals, including the Locamo Intermational Film Festival and the Mostra
Internazionale d'Arte Cinematografica of Venice,

In 2002, he founded the Alba Infinity Festival, for which he has acted as Artistic Director
until 2007, He was as tutor at the Master Documental of the Pompeu Fabra University in
Barcelona between 2008 and 201 1. From 2008 to 2010 he has been the artistic director
at the Festival dei Popali in Florence, Between 2011 and 2017, he was the Director of
Visions du Reel, in Nyon, Switzerland. He acted as member of the Juries at Cannes
{Caméra d'Or), Hot Docs - Toronto, IDFA - Amsterdam, Sarajevo and many others.

Samiha Khrais

Samiha Khrais is a Jordanian writer who worked as a journalist for many Jordanian and
Arab newspapers. She is a member of the Jordanian Press Association, Jordanian
Writers Society, Arab Writers Union and Pen International. In addition to being a
scenarist and a playwright, Khrais had published 15 novels, including The Panther's
Tree, Poppy, Books of the Flood, Tree Stump, Slaves Peanut, Yahya and Blind Spot.
Khrais' work has been translated into Spanish, German, English, French, German,
Russian and Serbian.

Khrais won Jordanian and Arab awards including the State Appreciation Award in
Jordan, the Hussein Medal for Creative Excellence from Jordan, the Abu al-Qasim
al-5habi Award in Tunisia, the Literary Creativity Award from the Arab Thought
Foundation and the Katara Award in Qatar.




Jury

Arab Feature Documentary Competition

Iréne Challand

Iréne Challand is a member of the Executive Board of the International
Decumentary Film Festival - Visions du Réel in Nyon (Switzerland) she is the Head of
Public Value at the Headquarters of the Swiss Broadcasting Society (SRG), the Public
Media Broadcaster. From 2001 to 2018, she led the Documentary Film Unit at the
French Swiss Radio and Television. There, she set up new programming policies,
national and international co-productions and sought to strengthen links with
independent producers and filmmakers in Switzerland and abroad. She was
committed to developing international co-productions, several of which have won
awards at the Berlin, Locarno, Venice, Toronto, Amsterdam, Nyon and Sundance
Film Festivals and have been nominated for Oscars,

Phil Jandaly

Phil Jandalay has been a documentary editor for the last 20 years and has taken part
in award-winning international productions like Nelly & Nadine, The Last Human
and Killing Time. He now works as a rough-cut consultant on films like How To Save
A Dead Friend, Home Games and How Big is the Galaxy. Working out of Sweden, his
projects originated in places as far afield as Serbia, Kenya and Sierra Leone. He has
travelled the world as a tutor with EDN and B2B Doc, as well as independently
helping Rlmmakers develop their projects.

Aseel Mansour

Aseel Mansour is a lordanian writer, director and producer. He has written,
produced, and directed several films including The Great Arab Revolt (docudramal,
Line of Sight (fction), Uncle Nashaat (documentary), in addition to numerous TV
series. In 2010 he co-founded Shashat, a multimedia preduction company in
Amman, through which he created many TV shows and series. In 2017, Mansour
started working with Arab Telemedia Productions as a consulting producer and
writer, where he participated in the development of several high-budget TV series.
Today, Mansour is managing Digital Content Strategy at Al Jazeera Media Network,




Jury

Arab Short Film Competition

Carmen Lebbos

Carmen Lebbos is a Lebanese actress. She started her acting career in Ziad
Al-Rahbani’s plays and developed her talent and skills in the Institute of Fine Arts
and by attending many intensive cinematic workshops in Oxford and Paris.

She played important roles in Arab and international movies (West Beirut, Zozo,
Whatever Lola Wants, Lila Dit ¢a). In 2015 she was a jury member in the acting talent
show “Arab Casting”, as well as in different Arab and international film festivals.

Ameer Fakher Eldin

Ameer Fakher Eldin is a Syrian writer-director based in Germany, born in Kyiv in
1991 to Syrian parents from the occupied Golan Heights: His début film The
Stranger premiered at the 78th Venice International Film Festival, where it won the
Edipo Re Award for Best Film, then garnered multiple prizes in international
festivals and was selected as Palestine's Official Entry for Best International Feature
Film at the 94th Academy Awards.

Fakher Eldin is currently working on his second feature narrative "Yunan”

Nadia Eliewat

Madia Eliewat is a Jordanian producer, screenwriter and script editor, In 2015, she
established Screen Project production company in Jordan, through which she
handpicks stories from all over the Arab world to produce for the screen. Eliewat is
best known for producing and co-writing the Lebanese box-office hit Mahbas
{2016) by Sophie Boutros and the Jordanian film When Monaliza Smiled (2012) by
Fadi Haddad. She recently produced the first O5N original feature Yellow Bus, by
Wendy Bednarz; the film is currently in post-Production

She holds the academic rank of Associate Professor after teaching Almmaking at the
American University in Dubai from 2017-2010.




First and Latest
A discussion with Yousry Nasrallah
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First and latest, a discussion with Yousry Nasrallah

This non-competitive section presents an accomplished and renowned filmmaker, offering a closer lock at their work and at hiow
their filmmaking style has evolved over the years.

Yousry Nasrallah, representative of Egyptian auteur cinema, is:our guest for the third edition of the Amman International Film
Festival [AIFF). Nasraliah will take us on a journey starting with his-very first film, visiting some of the experiences that influenced
his cinematic language and ending with his latest preduction. The director will share his knowledge, expertise, and lessons learnt
alang the way, while analysing how challenges have helped him mature as a director.

Yousry Nasrallah

Acclaimed Egyptian filmmaker, Yousry MNasrallah, initially studied
economics and political sciences at Cairo University. He then studied
cinema at the Higher Institute of Cinema before becoming a film critic and
an assistant director in Beirut. Upon returning to Cairo in 1982, he worked
with Youssef Chahine on a number of films starting with Adieu Bonaparte
(1985) before going on to produce his own filins,

In: 1988, he shot his first feature-length narrative film, Summer Thefts;
which was selected in The Directors’ Fortnight (or Quinzaine des
Realisateurs), an independent selection of the Cannes Film Festival that
same year. His second feature-length narrative, Mercedes [1993), was
selected at the Locarno Film Festival. He went on to produce other films,
including On Boys, Girls and the Veil (1995), a documentary about Egypt's
young people, and The City [1999), which was awarded Locarno’s Special
Jury Prize. His eponymous book-to-screen adaptation of Elias Khoury's
niovel The Gate of Sun (2004) was an Official Selection in Cannes.

Nasrallah then went on to film The Aquarium (2008) and Scheherazade, Tell
Me & Story (2009) which was screened at the Venice Film Festival. in 2011,
his film Interior/Exterior was included in an antholagy of sharts, 18 Days,
and screened at the Festival de Cannes in honour of Egypt. The following
year he was nominated for the Palm d'Or in Cannes with his film, After the
Battle (20712), His latest film Brooks, Meadows and Lovely Faces was
nominated for the Golden Leopard in the Official Compétition at the
Locarno Film Festival in 2016, This year, Yousry Nasrallah presided over the
75th Festival de Cannes’ Shart Film Jury and directed the TV programme
Welcome Home,

First and Latest: a discussion with Yousry Nasrallah



Opening Film
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Peace By Chocolate

Director’s MName: Jonathan Keijser

Genre: Comedy/Drama

Year: 2022

Duration: 96 minutes

Rating: 13 4

Country: Canada

Language: Engish, Arabic [Syrian Dialect)
Subtitling: English, Arabic

Screenplay: Jonathan Keijser

Cast: Hatem Ali, Avham Abou Ammar, Yara Sabri, Mark Camacho
Cinematography: Benoit Beaulieu

Editing: Jonathan Keijser, Mathieu Bélanger

Production: Magnetic Morth Pictures, Téléfilm Canada, Dali Entertainment, Jonathan Keijser,

Martin Paul-Hus, Catherine Léger, Kathy Woll

Awards: Jury Award - Best Feature Drama - Sedona Film Festival - 2022, Best Editing - Fin
Atlantic Film Festival — 2022, Jury Award — Best Director — Cordillera Film Festival - 2021
Début Status: lardanian Premigre

Category: Opening Film

Synopsis

After the bombing of his family's chocolate factory, Tareg Hadhad, a charming
young Syrian refugee, struggles to settle into small-town life in Antigonish,
Maova Scotia. Despite moving to a new country, he’s intent on pursuing his
dream to become a doctor. But when his father, Issam, insists that he must focus
on survival, Tareq and his family move towards a different, but familiar path:
Rebuilding 1ssam’s chocolate business. New challenges arise between a rival
chocolatier while the heartbreak of Tareq's sister left behind in Syria weighs
heavily on the family

rg Flim

Director’s Biography

Criginally from Halifax, Nova Scotia, Jonathan Keijses

is an award-winning storyteller. As a film director

producer, screenwriter, and professionally-trained

ciam, Keijser is committed to sharing uplifting
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alongside a science and technology park, glebal innovation foerums,
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A Second Life

Director’s Name: Anis Lassoued

Genre: 5ocial Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 93 minutes

Rating: 16 4

Country: Tunisia

Language: Arabic (Tunisian dialect}

Subtitling: English and French

Screenplay: Chema Ben Chaabene, Anis Lassoued

Cast: Yassine Tormsi, Ahmad Zakaria Chiboub, Jamel Laroui, Chema BenChaabene
Dorsaf Quertatani, Anissa Loth, Lilia Zakdi, Mohamed Marga, Ahmed Amri
Cinematography: Amine Messadi | Adenis Nadhem Ramadhan

Editing: Kahena Attia, Sofiene Charrad

Production: Chema Ben Chaabene & Anis Lassoued

Awards: Jury Price -Special Mention - Calro International Film Festival; Best Script
Malmo Arabs Film Festival; Best feature {Jerusalem Arab Film Festival)

Début Status: Jordanian Premicre

Screening will be followed by a O&A session with Chema Ben Chaabene, the fim's producer

Synopsis

Gadeha happens to ane day fall victim to a car accident and undergo a
surgery. Penniless, his mother, receives help from Malika and Moez, a
benevaolent couple that offers to pay for the hospital fees and provides
the destitute family with a roof.

Arab Feature Marative Competition

Director’s Biography

Anis Lassoued obtained his director’s diploma
before he shot several documentary films for
TV channels. In 2006, he made his first short
fiction which won several international awards,
In 2012, heshot a fiction Sabbat B Aid, which
won over 30 awards worldwide. Recently, he
directed twwo documentaries Je suis ma
République (2021) and Notre Semence {2022).
A Second Life is his first feature narrative.
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Costa Brava, Lebanon

Director’s Name: Mounia Akl

Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 107 minutes

Rating: 18 +

Country: Lebanon

Language: Arabic (Lebanese Dialect)

Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Mounia Akl, Clara Rogquet

Cast: Madine Labaki, 5aleh Bakri, Nadia Charbel, Ceana Restom & Geana Restom, Yumna
Marwan, Lillane Chacar Khaury, Frangols Mour

Cinematography: Joe Saade

Editing: Carlos Marques, Marcet, Cyril Aris

Production: Myriam 5assine, Georges S5choucalr

Awards: The Collateral Award Honorable Mention of the Fondation Fai Persona Lavoro
Ambiente at Venice Film Festival; The NETPAC Award at Toronto International Film
Festival; BFI London Film Festival Audience Award; the FIPRESCI Award and Green Star
Award at Bl Gouna Film Festhval (Egyptl the Critic's Award and Best Music Award at
Cinemed - Montpellier {France)

Début Status: Jordanian Premiére

Scraening will be followed by a GEA session with Myriam 5assine, the ilm's producer

Synopsis

In Costa Brava, Lebanon, the free-spirited Badri family escapes the
overwhelming pollution and social unrest of Beirut by seeking refuge in
a utopic mountain home they built for themselves. Unexpectedly, an
illegal garbage landfll begins construction right next door. With it,
comes the very trash and corruption they were trying to escape, As the
landfill rises, so do family tensions, The Badris are left with a choice: stay
off the grid or leave their idyllic home and face the reality they fled,
hoping to stay true to their ideals.

Arab Feature Narrative Competition

Director’s Biography

Mounia Akl s an award-winning Lebanese
filmmaker. She holds a bachelor's degree in
Architecture and a master's degree in Directing,
her short film, Submarine (2016), was In the
Official Selection of the 6%th Cannes Film
Festival, SXSW, TIFF and Dubal Film Festival
where it won the Muhr Jury Prize. In 2017, Akl
took part in the Lebanon Factory and
co-directed a short flm El Gran Libano, which
opened Cannes Directors” Fortmight and
screened at BFl London among others, Costa
Brava, Lebanon is her first feature-length film.
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Director’s Name: Zaid Abu Hamdan

Genre: Drama/Comedy

Year: 2021

Duration: 112 minutes

Rating: 16 +

Country: Jordan

Language: Arabic Jordanian Dialect)

Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Zaid Abu Hamdan

Cast: Saba Mubarak, Farah Bseiso, Hanan Hilo, Mariam Basha

Cinematography: Ahmad Jalboush

Editing: Dina Farouk

Production: Pan East Media: Aya Wuhoush, 5aba Mubarak

Awards: Audience Award - Cairo International Film Festival (2021); Jury Menticn — Beinu
International Women Film Festival (2022); Audience Award - San Diego Arab Film
Festival, Audience Awad - New Directors New Films (FEST], Portugal

Deébut Status: lardanian Premiére

Screening will be followed by g O8A session with Zald Abu Hamdan, the fifm’s director

Synopsis

Years after escaping a dictated life, four estranged and offbeat sisters
are forced to come together to find their suddenly missing father. In
their secret searching journey, secrets are revealed. Zainab wakes up to
a shocking discovery that could defame her. The fiery Amal has her own
secrel struggle and doesn't get along with her sister Samah, who is too
busy to be there. Meanwhile Khitam tries to focus on her own mission,

Arab Feature Narrative Competition

Director's Biography

Zaid Abu Hamdan holds a master's degree
in Fine Arts and a bachelor’'s degree in
Communication Arts, In 2009, Abu Hamdan
founded Zaha Productions, producing six
award-winning short films to date, His film
Bahiya & Mahmoud was the first Arab short
film to qualify for an Oscar nomination In
2012, winning Best of Fest Award at the
Palm 5Springs  International  Shortfest,
Daughters of Abdul-Rahman is his first
feature-length narrative.



FARHA

Director's Mame: Darin J. Sallam

Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 92 minutes

Rating: 16 +

Country: fordan, Sweden, Saudi Arabia

Language: Arabic [Falestinian Dialect), Hebrew, English

Subtitling: English, English/Arabic

Screenplay: Darin ). Sallam

Cast: Karam Taher, Ashraf Barhom, Tala Gammaoh, All Suleiman, Sameera Al-Asir, Majd Eid
and Firas Taybeh

Cinematography: Rachel Aoun

Editing: Pierre Laurent

Production; Talebox - Deema Azar, Ayah Jardaneh

Awards: Jury Award - Malmo Arab Film Festival (2022); Best Euro-Mediterranean Film
dealing with Women Issues, Best Director Award, Best Actress Award Aswan
International Women Film Festival (2022); Special Mention - Red Sea International Film
Festival (2021)

Début Status: Jordanian Premigre

Screening will be followed by a Q8A session with Darin 1. Saltam, the film’s alrector

Synopsis

Farha is a -14year-old girl who lives in a small village in Palestine in 1948
Girls her age are traditionally married off or spoken for, yet Farha wants
to continue her education. Inseparable from her best friend Farida, who
lives in the city but who spends weekends In the village, Farha dreams
of joining her at a school in the city, Life in the village is threatened and
aggressively changed by the looming danger. lust when Farha's father
is finally convinced and Farha's dream is at last coming true, the danger
comes closer to their village. As violence escalates, Farha is brutally
separated from Farida. Terrorised for his daughter’s safety and fearing
for her life, Farha's father locks her up in a concealed, small food storage
space by the house, promising to return. Over the course of the next few
days, Farha undergoes a life-changing experience while buried in the
tight dark space, her only connection to the outside world is a small
hole in the wall and a few cracks in the wooden doaor.

Director's Biography
Jordanian writer/director Darin J. Sallam has
five award-winning shorts, including The Dark

Quiside (20012} and The Parrot (2016). A

Berlinale Talent 2021 and a Robert Bosch 2015
Filmt Prize recipient, Sallam was selected to the
2017 La Cité Internationale des Arts residency
and to the 20018 Global Media Makers
fellowship. She was a jury member at
international film festivals and is co-founder &

managing: partner at the Amman-based
production company TaleBox., Her debut
feature film Farha (2021} had its world premiere
at the 46th Toronto Inte i Film Festival




Tomorrow

Director’s Name: Divafer L'Abidine

Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 96 minutes

Country: Tunisia

Language: Arabic (Tunisian Dialect)

Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Dhafer L'Abidine, Ahmed Amer

Cast: Dhafer L'Abidine, Ahmed Berrhouma, Najla Ben Abdallah, Rabebs Srairi, Bahr Rahali
and Ghanem Zrelli

Cinematography: Ahmed Youssef

Editing: Hafedh Laaridh

Production: Dhafer L"Abidine, Double A, Fatales, Dora Bouchouha, Lina Chaabane
Deébut Status: Jordanian Premiére

Screening will be followed by 0 Q&A session with Dhafer LAbidine, the ilm's director

Synopsis

After a bitter divorce, Habib and his -15year-old son Ahmed, are
brought together by Habib's worsening state of health, Habib's political
past during the dictatorship In Tunisia is dangerously affecting his
present. The roles are reversed, Ahmed has to protect his father and try
to keep him safe. Habib and Ahmed find themselves in a chaotic
position that neither is prepared for.

Director’s Biography

Before starting his acting career In the Arab
world, Dhafer L'Abidine enjoyed a successful
carcer in the West, appearing in numerous
internatienal film productions, such as Children
of Men, Sex and the City 2 and Centurion, In
2019, L'Abidine took part in the American TV
series The Looming Tewer which received four
Emmy nominations. L'Abidine starred in
MBC4's Lebanese hit TV series Aroos Beirut
Prior to this, he starred in the Egyptian senes
Halawat AlDounia, for which he won the Murex
D'or for Best Arab Actor in a TV Series, Dhafer's
acting journey started in 1999 when he moved
to the UK to join the Birmingham School of
Speech and Drama

In 2019 he was presentad with the Alumni of
the Year in the field of ‘Excellence in the Arts'
from Birmingham City University for his
achievements in the field of acting, L'Abidine is
a UM Women's Champion. In 2021, he started
his production company Double A Productions
and moved behind the camera to direct his first
feature film Tomorrow (Ghodwa)
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Life Suits Me Well

Director’s Name: Al Hadl Ulad-Mohand

Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 89 minutes

Rating: 16 +

Country: Marocco, France

Language: Arabic (Moroccan Dialect)

Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Al Hadi Ulad-Mahand

Cast: Samir Guesmi, Lubna Azabal, Sayyid El Alami
Cinematography: David Quesemand

Editing: Patricia Remmel, Magdalena

Production: Karim Debbagh

Début Status: Jordanian Premigre

Secreening will be followed by @ Q&A session with Al Hodl Wad Mohanad, the fim's airector

Synopsis

In the mid1990-5, in a small town north of Morocco, Fouad is the only
employee of the local post office. When he is stricken from neurological
disease, Fouad's life changes, a new life begins for him, his wife, and
their children. Their home is now filled with love, sorrow, and memaories.
While he is slowly dying, Fouad's family rediscover themselves. As time
goes by, the wounds begin to surface - but the desire to live prevails.

Araby Feature Marrative Campetitior

Director’s Biography

Al Hadi Ulad Mohand is 2 Moroccan flmmaker.
He studied Directing at the Ateliers Varan in
Paris and graduated from the International Film
& Television School in Paris. After graduation,
he took part in several Moroccan and fareign
productions as an assistant director including
several short films. His short film Le Café des
Pécheurs (2007} was selected for numerous
festivals, among them the Locarno Festival, Life
Suits Me Well iz his first feature film.



Our River, Our Sky

Director's Name: Maysoon Pachachi

Genre: drama

Year: 2021

Dwration: 117 minutes

Country: UK, France, Germany, Kuwait, UAE, Qatar, Iraq

Language: Arabic {lragi dialect)

Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Maysoon Pachachi

Cast: Darina Al Joundi, Zainab Joda, Basim Hajar, Labwa Arab, Amed Hashimi, Meriam
Abbas, Mahmoud Abo Al Abbas

Cinematography: fonathan Bloom

Editing: Alexandre Donot

Production: Talal Al-Mubanna, Patrice Mezan, Laurent Versini, Alexander Ris, Maysoon
Pachachi, Les Contes modemes, Lightburst Pictures, Linked Productions

Début Status: lordanian Premiere

Screening will be followed by 0 Q&A session with Maysoan Fachachi, the film's director

Synopsis

Sara is a single mother and novelist, shocked into silence, at a time of
extreme sectarian violence and nightly curfews in Baghdad. She and her
neighbours let us into their everyday lives, as they struggle to resist the
fragmentation of their world and renew a fragile sense of hope and
belief in a better future.

Arab Feature Narrative Competitior

Director's Biography

Maysoon Pachachi is a London-based
filmmaker of an lIragl background. She
studied Philosophy at University College
London and then filmmaking at the London
Film School. 5he was for many vyears a
documentary and drama flm editor in the UK
and has worked since 1994 as  an
independent documentary film director. She
has also taught film directing and editing in
Britain and Palestine, In 2004, with her
colleague, Iragi filmmaker, Kasim Abid, she
co-founded d Independent Film & Television
College, a free of charge flm training centre in
Baghdad, whose students produced 17 short
documentary filmsshowcased internationally.



Souad

Director’s Name: Ayten Amin

Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 96 minutes

Rating: 16 +

Country: Egypt, Tunisia, Germany

Language: Arabic (Egyptian dialect)

Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Mahmoud Ezzat - Ayten Amin

Cast: Bassant Ahmed, Basmala Elghaiesh, Hussein Ghanem, Hager Mahmoud, Sarah
Shedid, Carol Ackad, Mona Elnamaoury, Islam Shalaby, Nayera E| Dahshoury
Cinematography: Maged Mader

Editing: Khaled Moeit

Production: Sameh Awad, Dora Bouchoucha, Lina Chaabane, Mohamed Hefzy, Wim
Wenders, Léa Germain, Ayten Amin, Mark Lofty, Vivid Reels, Nomadis Images, Film-Clinic
Awards: Best Actress Award for the two femnale leads - Tribeca Film Festival

Début Status: Arab Premigre

Screening will be followed by o Q&A session with Ayten Amin, the Alr’s director

Synopsis

In Zagazig, a small city on the Nile Delta in Egypt, Souad, 19 year-old
young woman, leads a double life. While remaining conservative and
veiled among her family and society, Souad is obsessed with herimage
on social media, and goes in several secret virtual relationships with
men. She constantly lies about her personal life, projecting wishfully
images of a different desired life. Her ambitions are slowly crushed by
the invasion of her true reality. A series of small incidents lead to a tragic
event, that makes Rabab, her -13year-old little sister, embarks on a
real-life joumey looking for answers,

Arab Feature Narrative Competition

L

Director's Biography

Ayten Amin has been working in the flm
industry for the past 12 years. Her first short film
Her Man was selected at Clermont-Ferrand Film
Festival. In 2013, her début feature film Villa 69,
received the Special Jury Award for Arab Film at
Abu Dhabi Film, Throughout her career, she
received multiple prestigious awards and
recognitions such as the Cairo Fllm Connection
Award for Best Film or Hubert Bals Award at
Durban  FilmMart, She co-directed the
documentary Tahrir 2011 that was selected at
Venice International Film Festival, TIFF Toronto
International Film Festival and was nominated
for Best Documentary in Cinerma For Peace
award Berlin 2012, In 2019 she directed 20
episodes of the hit drama Sabe' Gaar (The
Seventh Neighbor), a -70episode TV series,

Leading Actresses’ Bio

Bassant Ahmed and Basmala Elghaeish, are two
young actresses, who debuted their career
sharing the leading role in Ayten Amin's latest
film Souad, 2021, which participated in
renowned festivals  including Festival de
Cannes, Berlin Internaticnal Film Festival and
Tribeca Film Festival, Ahmed and Elghaeish
stole the show when they both shared the Best
Actress award for their roles in the film Souad.




Soula

Director's Name: 5alah Issaad

Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 90 minutes

Rating: 18 +

Country: Algeria, France

Language: Arabic ({Algerian Dialect)

Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Soula Bahri, Issaad Salah

Cast: Soula Bahri , Idir Beinaibouche |, Franck Yvari

Cinematography: Arthur Fanget

Editing: Salah lssaad

Production: Salah lssaad, Abdelghafour 1ssaad, Franck Sottiaux; lssaad Film Production
Awards: Best Feature Film at Beirut International Women Film Festival: Best Film and Best
Actress at Malmo Arab Film Festival; Best Film at the African Asian Latin American Film
Festival (Milano - ltaky); Best Film and Best Actress at Festival Oriental du Film de Gendve
Début Status: Jordanian Premigre

Screening will be followed by o Q&A session with Salah ssocd, the fim’s director

Synopsis

Soula, a young single mother, is rejected by her family in the name of
honour. Having nowhere to go when her father throws her out of her
home, she calls upon many friends and relatives for help. As she
embarks on a tumultuous -14hour long journey, Soula's sole goal is to
spare her baby daughter her pain and struggles. But everything and
everyone around her represents a potential threat and the line is often
blurry between those who want to help her and those who pull her
further into a spiral of violence. From Batna to Annaba, the young
waman hops from one car to another swaying in between moments of
exhilarating relief and banality with friends and moments of great angst
and solitude. Against a backdrop of soothing landscapes, in a dystopic
yet breath-taking road trip, Soula heads towards her inevitable destiny

Arab Fealure MNarrative Competition

Director’s Biography

Salah lssaad is an Algerian director who was
raised in a family of publishers, After receiving a
bachelor's degree In Literature and Foreign
languages in 2008, he joined the Law School of
Batna in Algeria. He moved to France to
complete his film studies for two years at the
University of Paris VIl Afterwards, he joined the
ARFIS Audiovisual school in Lyon, then the
Factory 5School in Villsurbanne where he
cbtained his Cinema director diploma. He has
made several short films, where he deployved
his passion for telling stories that appreciates
human relationships, He likes to explore
different narrative forms and flm genres like
drama, tragedy, stories inspired by real events,
as well as comedies. Soula is his first feature,
mspired by real events,



Streams

Director: Mehdi Hmili

Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Dwuration: 122 minutes

Rating: 18 +

Country: Tunisia, Luxemburg, France, USA

Language: Arabic {Tunisian Dialect)

Subtitles: English

Screenplay: Mehdi Hmill

Cast: Slim Baccar, Afef Ben Mahmoud, Iheb Bouyahya

Cinematography: lkbal Arafa

Editing: Ghalya Lacroix

Production: Moufida Fedhila, Mehdi Hrili

Awards: Best Director Award - Malmé Arab Film Festival, Special Jury Award - Kolkata
International Film Festival, Best Director Award - Djerba International Film Festival, Best
Screenplay Award - Institut Frangais - Tunis

Début Status: Jordanian Premidee

Screening will be followed by o QEA session with Mehdi Hmili, the fim’s director

Synopsis

Amel warks in a factory in Tunis. She lives with her husband, Tahar, an
alcoholic and a former local football player, and their only sen,
Moumen, a talented teenage football goalkeeper. To convince the boss
of the factary to provide her with connections for her son, Amel betrays
her fellow workers, who have been organising a strike. Amel meets the
connection: Imed, a weaithy businessman, who takes advantage of the
situation and sexually abuses Amel. She surrénders to offer her san the
opportunity of a lifetime. They get arrested by the police. Accused of
adultery and prostitution, Amel gets imprisoned. Moumen is destroyed
by the scandal. He becomes vialent, stops his football career, and starts
drinking and taking drugs. After her release, Amel searches for Moumen
in the violent streets of Tunis. In this long quest for the missing son,
Amel must face the falling Tunisian society,

Director’s Biography
Mehdi Hmili is a Tunisian director, screemwriter, and
preducer, He studied cinema in Paris. He directed three
short films in France about love and exile, X-Moment,
Li-La and The huit of Badr. In 2016 he his f

leased his first
feature film Thaka Mon Amour, a love

ory that takes

i, He co-founded Yol

Tunisian
auficda Fedhila in Tunks and produced
award-winning fction films and
veral international festivals, In 20
brigue of Les Cine
| with the feature documentary Fouledh, His

place during th

Filimy Howse v

oy

ORCLUTYET 5
& participated
at Cannes Film

1F S
nl a5 du Monc

;
second feature Alm Streams is in official select

waorld premiere at the F4th Locami Film Festi
ng Tunisian
filmmakers, and he is a major figure in the curment

Hmili is part of the new wave of

Tunisian cinematographic |
company Yol Film Hous
supporting Tunisian talent and its productions have
strong potential for co-production and intem:
distriburtion, Mehdi Hmili is a Toring Fitm Lab Alumni. He
Irves and works between Tunis and Paris,

mdscape. His production

plays an active role

Leading Actor’s Bio
lheb Bouvahia was bom In Tunis. He plaved football
unstil th ¥ ‘1t|_-| an Injury.
He enmlled In theatre 25 in Tunis and began a
career as an actor. He entersd the pre 115

Comservatoire d Art Dramatigques in Tunis the follow
ate about Chekhowv Hv is
of the most talented young Tunisian actars of his

year where he became passic

19 years old, [heb pla "_"_f his first mapor
rale in the cinema in Mehdi Hmills Rlm Streams
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The Gravedigger’'s Wife

Director's Mame: Khader Ayderous Ahmad

Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 32 minutes

Country: Somalia, Finland, Germany, France, Qatar

Language: Somali

Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Khader Ayderous Ahmad

Cast: Omar Abdi / Yasmin Warsame

Cinematography: Arttu Peltomaa

Editing: Sebastian Thimler

Production: Robin Boespfiug / Martin Hampel / Lula Al lsmail / Misha faan £ Thanassis
Karathanos / Mark Lweoff . Qy Bufo Ab, Pyramide Productions, Twenty Twenty Vision
Filmproduktion GmbH

Awards: Best Film, African Movie Academy Awards 2021, Spocial Mention from the
FIPRESCH Jury, Carthage Film Festival 2021

Début Status: Jordanian Premiére

Category: Arab Feature Length Marrative Competition

Synopsis

Guled and Masra are a loving couple, living in the outskirts of Djibouti
city with thiir teenage son, Mahad. However, they are facing difficult
times: Masra urgently needs an expensive surgery to treat her chronic
kidney disease. Guled is already working hard as a gravedigger to make
ends meet; how can they find the money to save Nasra and keep the
family together?

Arak: Feature Narrative Competition

Director's Biography

Khadar Ayderus Ahmed, is a Finnish-Somali
director and writer, At the age of 16, he moved
to Finland as a refugee with his family. In 2008,
he wrote the script of the short film Citizens
where he also worked as the second assistant
director.. Then in 2014, he directed the: first
short Me ei vietetd joulua which received critics’
acclaim, He later directed two more short films
Yovaras (2017) and The Killing of Cahiceravga
(2018). He is best known for directing the
feature film The Gravediggers Wife, which
premiered in July 2021 at the Cannes Filmi
Festival in the Semaine internationale de la
critique, and later the film became the first
Academy Award submission from Somalia.
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Fiasco

Directors: Micolas Khoury

Genre: Documentary

Year: 2021

Duration: 70 minutes

Rating: 18 +

Country: Lebanon, Netherfands

Language: Arabic {Lebanese Dialect), French and English

Subtitling: English and Arabic

Cinematography: Nicolas Khoury

Editing: Cherine Debs

Production: Nicolas Khoury, Yara Yuri 5afadi and Sekak Films

Awards: Salah Abu Seif Award for Best Artistic Contribution in Horizons of Arab Cinema
Competition and a Special Mentian for Best Arab Film in Cairo International Film Festival
Début Status: lordanian Premiere

Screening will be followed by g O&A session with Nicodas Khoury, the film's director

Synopsis

For half of his life Nicolas, the director, used the camera as confidant to
film his video diary. With candid humour, he embarks on a cinemati
perfect life”,

rebellion against his family and societal expectations of the

Director’s Biography
Micodas  Khoury o

audio-visual

wluated in film

2 Lebanese
Academy of 2010, He is an
ingepencant
editor ' based

featu

Fiasco is his first

wentary wi

ch won twa

val

awards in Caira International Film
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Directors: Abdallah Al-Khatib

Genre: Documentary

Year: 2021

Duration: 90 minutes

Rating: 16 +

Country: Lebanon, Qatar, France

Language: Arabic (Lebanese Dialect), English

Subtitling: Engfish

Cinematography: Abdallah Al-Khatib

Editing: Qutaiba Barhamji

Production: Mohammad Al Atassi for Bidayyat for Audiovisual Arts, Jean-Laurent Csinidis
for Films de Force Majeure

Awards: Interreligious Award at Visions du Réel 2021; Audience Award at Filmfest
Hamburg 202 1; Best Film at the Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival 2021;
Impact Audience Award at Vancouver International Film Festival 2021

Début Status: Jardanizn Premidne

Ecreening will be followed by o Q&4 session with Abdallah Al-Khatib, the fim’s director

Synopsis

A filmed diary of the daily life in the biggest Palestinian refugee camp in
Syria, Yarmouk, and its besieged inhabitants, who decided to face
bombing, displacement and hunger with rallying, studying, music, love
and joy.

Arab Feature Docurnentary Competition

Director's Biography

Abdallah  Al-Khatib was born In 1989 in
Yarmouk. He studied sociology at the
University of Damascus. Before the revolution
he worked for the UM as Coordinator of

Activities and Volunteers, He created the
humanitarian aid association Watad, with
several friends, which carried out dozens of
projects in several regions of Syria, and in
particular, Yarmouk. Al-Khatib currently lives in
Germany, where he was recently granted
refugee status.



43

Birectors: Inés Marzouk

Genre: Documentary

Year; 2021

Duration: 69 minutes

Rating: 16+

Caountry: Egypt, Tunis, Italy

Language: Arabic (Egyptian Dialect), English, Dutch

Subtitling: English

Cinematography; Mahmoud Loth

Editing: Aya Tallah Yusuf

Production: Kesmat Elsayed, Dora Bouchoucha, Lina Chabane, Paulo Maria Spina, SEERA
Films, Momadis Images

Début Status: Jardanian Premigre

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Ines Marzouk, the ilm's directar

Synopsis

Sarannah moves to Luxor at 50 where she meets Hamdy, a man in his
30s. Madly and happily in love, they get married. All she wants to dois
spend time with him and enjoy life. Her friend Nerchia met and married
Khaled and it was joyous... for a while. The film follows these women as
they leave their lives behind to travel te an unknown new world; one that
bBlurs the boundaries between business and romance.,

Arab Feature Documentany Competition

Director's Biography

Ines Marzouk is a Tunisian filmmaker living and
working in Egypt. She started her career as an
editor and worked on a number of feature
films. She directed two short fAlms. My
Mohamad is Different is her first feature-length
documentary.



Nile Crocodile

Directors: Nabil Shazli

Genre: Documentary

Year: 2021

Duration: &1 minutes

Country: Egypt

Language: Arabic (Egyptian Dialect), English, French

Subtitling: English

Cinematography: Zaki Aref

Editing: Doaa Fadel

Production: Gaby Khoury [Misr International Films)

Awards: Winner of Best Documentary in Egyptian National Film Festival 2022
Début Status: Jordanian Premicre

Screening will be folfowed by o O%A session with Nabal Shazli, the Rlm’s director

Synopsis Director’s Biography
An intimate portrait of Abdelatif Abou Heif, an Egyptian long-distance Makil Sha.:'li developed ;tpa.:s-;innmu cinema; he
swimmer, seen through the eyes of his long-time friend Nabil Shazli. joined Misr International Films as an executive

producer in 1990 where he focused on foreign
film and TV drama production in Egypt
Throughout his career he worked on impartant

Based on testimonies and precious archives, the film depicts the
journey of Abdelatif Abou Heif in the changing political landscapes of
Egypt, starting Eron? his hometown Alexandria arﬁd travelling around bsvbiERs Vil Wioitd erionined flmeakian such
the world. Abdelatif was not only known for his superpowers as a as Youssef Chahine, Spike Lee, Michael Haneke,
swimmer but also for his humanity. A charismatic iigure famous outside Michéle Gavras, Luc Besson, Radwan El Kashaf
Eqypt but mostly forgotten in his home country. and Ruba Mada.
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Suspended Wives

Director’s Name: Meriéme Addou

Genre: Documentary

Year: 2021

Duration: 73 minutes

Rating: 13 4

Country: Morocco, France, Qatar

Language: Arabic [Moroccan Dialect)

Subtitfes: French, English

Cinematography; Mohamed Al Saghracul, Az-eddine fdrissi
Editing: Mohamed lkbal Benlahcen, Antoine Rodet
Production: Karim Aitouna, Merieme Addou, 2M

Début Status: Jordantian Premicre

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Merigme Addou, the film’s director

Synopsis

Suspended wives, are women left behind by their husbands, they are
not married neither divorced. Ghita, Latifa and Saadia are seeking their

freedom through an unfortunate long divorce process.

Arab Feature Documentany Competition

el

Director’s Biography

Born in Morocco, Merieme Addou graduated
from Mohammed V University with a degree
in Law and a Master's degree in Documentary
Film. She iz also a freelance Producer for
many international channels as well as a
correspondent for Radio D-W.,

Editor's Biography:

Mohamed |kbal Benlahcen is a Moroccan
editor. He' graduated from the Institute of
Cinema and Audiovisuals (ISCA) with a degree
in cinema and audiovisuals, he started his
career in 2010 as an editor, a cameraman and
a graphic designer. He worked for many
national channels and production companies.
He won the jury prize of National Personal
Data Protection Control by CNDP,
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Take Me to the Cinema

Directors: Albager Jafeer

Genre: Documentary

Year: 2021

Duration: 61 minutes

Rating: 13 +

Country: Irag, Egypt

Language: Arabic {Iragi Dialect)

Subtitling: English

Cinematography: Karar Masslr, Mohannad Hasan, Safel Eldin, Ahmad Alzeidi, Haidar
Alhusseiny and Laith De’ir

Editing: Akram Saadoun, Mohamed Mamdouh,

Production: Rasha Gawdat, Tamer Ashry, Safei Eldin Mahmoud, Alabger Jafeer, Red star
films, Bea Media Productions, Takween Film Media

Awards: IDFA Spotlight Award at Beirut Cinema Platform

Status: Jordanian Premidre

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Akram Saadoun, the fim’s editor

Synopsis

Director Al Bager Jafeer realises that the story of -65year-old novelist,
and once Iraqi soldier, Nassif Falak Is taking a shape that very much
resembles his own current story. Jafeer meets the writer who found his
safe haven in cinema during the lran-lraq War in the 1980s. Impacted by
a particular film, Falak develops the dream of becoming an actor, When
Jafeer meets Falak, they both try finding that film in post war Baghdad.
This journey leaves Jafeer torn: should he stay in Baghdad, or should he
leave 1o make his dream come true?

Arab Feature Documentary Competition

Director's Biography

Albager Jafeer is an Iragi director who studied
filmmaking and paricipated In fimmaking
workshops, where he leamed script writing,
directing, editing and production management.
His  début featuredength documentary s
Al-Ferga, Take Me to the Cinema is his second
feature-length documentary,

Editor's Biography (First-timer):
Akram Sadoon is an Iragi film editor who
started working I the documentary Alm
industry  since 2017, he worked in the
production of some student films, commercials
and documentary reports. Take Me to the
Cinema is the first feature-length documentary
he edited. He is one of the founders of the
Majra Film Production Company.



The Blue Inmates

Directors: Zeina Daccache

Genre: Documentary

Year: 2021

Duration: 75 minutes

Rating: 16+

Country: Lebanon

Language: Arabic {Lebanese Dialect)

Subtitling: English

Cinematography: Karim Ghorayeb

Editing: Myriam Geagea

Production: Zeina Daccache {Catharsis Lebanon]

Awards: Final Cut Workshop at Venlce International Film Festival 2020: Th
internationale de la Francophonie (OIF) Award,

Début Status: lordanian Premiére

Category: Arab Feature Documentary

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Zeina Daccache, the film's o

Synopsis

The film follows inmates in Roumieh Prison in Lebanon, wh

e Organisation

rector

o produced

a theatrical play inside prison about their fellow inmates suffering from
nerntal illness. The Lebanese Penal Code, enacted in 1943, stipulates

that “Insane”, “Mad" or “Possessed” offenders shall be incarc

erated until

evidence of "being cured®. Therefore, mentally il offenders receive

sentences without psychological or medical care.

Arab Feature Documentary Competition

Director’s Biography

Zeina Daccache is a Lebanese actress, thaatre
and film director, as well as a psychologist and
a drama therapist. She is the founder and
ctor of the first Arab Centre for

Executive Dir
Drama Therapy: Catharsis. In 2009, she
produced 12 Angry Lebanese with the inmates
of Roumieh Prison. In 2021, her third feature
documentary sees the light: The Blue inmates
conveying the voice of mentally ill offenders,
accompanied by a draft law presented to the

Lebanese Parliament. She is reciplent of many

awards given for her  distinguished
contributions to the field and her activism,

Editor’'s Biography (First-time Editor)

Myriam Geagea participated in cinema
warkshops from the age of 16 in Lebanon and
Spain, which led her to acquire a BA In
audio-visual arts at Holy Spint University of
Kaslik in 2013, She has been working as a
freelance editor for the past seven years. The
Blue Inmates is her début iilm as a salo editor,
Previously she was t
Cannes jury prize winner, Capermaum (2018)
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Arwa

Director's Name: Jumana Eldur
Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 11 minutes

Country: Jordan

Language: Arabic {Jordanian Dialect)
Subtitling: English

Sereenplay: Jumana Eldur

Cast: Emad Alshaer, Ban Algussein
Cinematography: Husam Kanani
Editing: Husam Kanani
Production: Husam Kanani

Début Status: Arab Fremiére

Synopsis

The story begins in Arwa's house as she prepares to move
to another house During the transportation trip, many
things begin to stir her memories up with her father as she
remembers same of her beautiful and sometimes cruel
personal moments with her father. Her memories lead us ta
reveal additional information about her father including his
musical taste and his powerful philosophy towards his
liness, These memaories are enough to affect her outlook
and the way she processes things.

Screening will be followed by & Q&A session with Jumana Eldr, the flm's directar

CERTIFMCATE

Alternative Memory

Director's Name: Leen Abdo
Genre: Animation

Year: 2021

Duration: 4 minutes

Country: Jordan

Screenplay: Leen Abdo
Cinematography: Leen Abdo
Editing: Leen Abdo

Production: Leen Abdo

Début Status: Jordanian Premiére

Synopsis

Alternative Memory tackles Early-Onset Alzheimer's and
how to make life easier for both patient and caregiver. The
film revalves around a young man taking care of his
muother, who has Early-Cnset Alzheimer's. He makes a great
effort to help his mother remember, using Technology and
Music Therapy, Besides, he decided to create an alternative
memory for her, by showing her some old memaories and
dailylife videos of their beautiful moments together.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Leen Abdo, the fifm’s director

Arab Short Film Competition

Director’'s Biography

Jumana Eldur is a Jordanian filmmaker, a
writer, and a director who is passionate
about human rights and wamen rights .She
started her journey at SAE Dubai in 2017,
Ever since, she discovered herself as a
writer. Eldur then continued her studies at
SAE Amman, Jordan in 2018 and graduate
in 2021,

Director's Biography

Leen Abdo is a 23 years ald ambitious
animator, She studied Animation &
Multimeciia in Petra  University in
Amman-Jordan. Her first experience with
filmmaking was her animated short film
“Alternative Memory”, which was also her
2021 graduation project for university.



My Mother’s Voice

Director's Name: Mourad Hamla
Genre: Experimental documentary
Year: 2021

Duration: 15 minutes

Rating: 13 +

Country: Algeria

Language: French

Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Mourad Hamla

Cast: Madir Moula
Cinematography:
Borhane Cherbal
Editing: Yassine Azzli
Production: French institute of Algeria
Awards: Best Short Film, 2nd Cinema

4 Screen festival in Mumbai India,
Honorable Mention in The Digital Gate
International Festival Algeria, Honorable
Mention in Festival del cinema Cefald Italy
Début Status: lordanian Premigre

Mourad Hamla

Synopsis

| arm not lost but L am angry at my mom. | lost it. Confused
by my experience, my feelings mark a subtle inner turning
point in which | find myself in a sort of interrogation with
myself, having only the unconscious and  absolute
representation that has become my ultimate place of
safety. Are my memaries real? Or are they merely a movie
that | made up for myself? Isn't what | have become just a
multitude of mixed voices that are not mine and that
shaped me? | am telling you about my constraint, the
liberation of which is more and more difficult.

Unspoken

Director's Name: Mohammed Alghadhban

Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 9 minutes

Rating: 13 +

Country: Irag, USA

Language: Arabic {lragi Dialect)
Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Mehammed Alghadhban

Cast: Asaad Abdulmajeed, Mayan Altalabani,

MNoor Alhuda
Cinematography: Mohannad ALsudani
Editing: All Raheem

Production: Mohammed Alghadhban, Ali

Mehammed Saeed

Awards: Best film - Jury award from the 10th
Mumbal sharts International Film Festival.

Début Status: Arab Premiére

Synopsis

Salma, a -15year-old Iragi countryside girl, is
saxually assauited by her father, she decides to
defend herself but finds herself facing a very
difficult chioice that will change her life forever.

Screening will be followed by g O&A session with Mohammad Alghadban, the flm’s director

Arab Short Film Comipetition

Director’s Biography
Mourad Hamla is a photographer and
director, He seeks to represent the tension
of the soul through the gaze of the other in
time and in space. He uses the image and
the cinema as a hase for experimentation.
During his career, Mourad Hamla worked as
an assistant director and a camera assistant
for the documentary film Le marin des
montagne and as co-director for the
collaborative and experimental
international flm VITAL directed by
Thomas Castaing. Hamla made his first
documentary Les tissereuses de lien then
Les enfants du feu and La volx de ma mére
and continued to explore around the image
movement through narrative conceptual
videos where reality and fiction meet.,

Director’s Biography

Artistic Producer & Film Director

Born in IRAC - Babylon 1996, Mohammed
Alghadhban worked as an Art Director of 3
Minutes 3 Days Film Fastival. She is the
founder of Rola Productions company and
of Kids and Films initiative. Alghadhban
received her Master's degree in Cinema at
Baghdad University - College of Fine Arts -
Film & Tv Department.
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Director's Name: Medhat Maged
Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 22 minutes

Country: Egypt

Language: Arabic [Egyptian Dialect)
Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Medhat Maged

Cast: Gehan Anwar, Lama Kutkut
Cinematography: Mohamed Tarek Deraz
Editing: Yasmine Hisham , Sondoss Haytham
Production: Medhat Maged

Début Status: Jordanian Premiére

Synopsis

A story of a woman with sleepwalking disorder who
was accused of murdering her unfaithful husband.
Did she kill him while sleeping or was she consclous?
Only the young servant could help in this case as she
was the only witness

Screening will be followed by o Q&A session with Medhat Maged, the film's director

Bantustan

Directar's Name: Mohammad Rasheed Mansour
Genre: Experimental-Short

Year: 2021

Duration: @ minutes

Country: Palestine

Screenplay: Mohammad Rasheed Mansour
Cinematography: Mohammad Rasheed Mansour
Editing: Mohammad Rasheed Mansour
Production: Dar al-Kalima University College
Début Status: world Premiére

Synopsis

Bantustan is an experimental exploration of the
daily pressure experienced by the Palestinians
because of the apartheid wall, and the Zoinist
military checkpoints, and barriers.

Screening will be followed by o Q&4 session with Mohommad Mansour, the fifm’s director

55 Arab Short Filrm Competition

Director's Biography

Medhat Maged is a young Egyptian
filmmaker who graduated from the faculty
of engineering, Now, Maged studies at the
Higher Institute of Cinema and works as an
assistant director, Maged is also working on
his upcoming film, The Exile,

Director's Biography
Mohammad Mansour, lives in Jenin city,
Palestine. He is a filmmaker and a freelancer
photographer, Mansour  studied flm
production at Dar Al-Kalima University
College in Bethlehem and specialized in
the field of cinematography. He directed
and shot an experimental, fiction and short
documentary films.



Paradis

Director's Name: Chris Akoury

Genre: psychalogical drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 21 minutes

Rating: 16 +

Country: Lebanon

Language: Arabic (Lebanese Dialect)
Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Chris Akoury

Cast: Diamand Abou Abboud, Marilyne
Maaman, Joseph Maroun

Cinematography: Cedric Al Bacha

Editing: Marcon Sayah

Production: Cofleen Yazbeck, Toni Abi khalil

Awards: Best film of the month in
independent shorts awards Los Angeles
2022, Platinum award in independent shorts
awards in Los Angeles 2022, Best foreign film
In-Cannes world film festival 2022, Best short
film in Golden Wheat awards in Turkey 2022,
Best cinematography in Golden Wheat
awards in Turkey 2022

Début Status: lordanian Premigre

Synopsis

Rym and Majd are siblings who live in their old
village's house after both their parents abandoned
thermn B years ago, Majd has been paralyzed for many
years and in order to sustain their lives, Rym sells milk
to the village. Conflicts between the siblings reach a
point where Rym kills her brother's only companion,
only to realize that Majd carries an anger inside of
him way beyond Rym's imagination.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Chris Akoury, the film’s director

The Mission

Director's Name: Mohammad Khalil
Al-Dabbas

Genre: Thriller

Year: 2021

Duration: 23 minutes

Rating: 13 +

Country: Jordan

Language: Arabic (Jordanian Dialect)
Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Mohammad Al-Dabbas
Cast: Faisal Al-Adwan, Kareem Alkurdi,
Dargham Hussein, Ahmed Habib, Ghaith
Hafez, Nawras Alwan, Abdul, Malik Ali Khalid

56 Arab Short Fllm Competition

Cinematography: Sabir DK
Editing: Mohammad Al-Dabbas
Praduction: Ahmad Alwan
Début Status: Arab Premidre

Synopsis

The Mission is a thriller that tells the story of
Rommel, who tries 1o steal a grocery store, but
fails, Trying to escape and hide in a house, Rommel
finds himself in the house of a terrorist cell; where
he faces two options: death or jihad. Rommel is
placed among a group of dangers that threaten
his fife. He constantly tries to hide his Christian
faith from the terrorists and to preserve his life and
that of civillans from a deadly terrorist operation,

Director’'s Biography

Chris Akoury is a Lebanese freelance
filmmaker and cinematographer. As a
cinephile, he has been strongly influenced
by the genius Andrei Tarkovsky and has
heen captivated since the age of 8 by the
magical world of the seventh art. He has
waorked as a cinematographer and filmed
more than 15 short films, 2 medium length
films and he is currently working on his
feature film. His directorial background is
purely grounded by the European cinema
and its approach. He is motivated by the
human condition and the questioning of
reality and existence,

Director’s Biography

Mahammad Khalil Al-Dabbas: A -22vear-old
film director from the city of Salt in Jordan,
He started his journey in the field of art by
acting in films, series and advertisements
until he chose the profession in which he
currently works, Mohamed's work in films is
not limited to directing, he is a screenwriter,
producer, music maker and editor,



Ya Mejana

Director's Name: Mahdi Mousawl
Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 14 minutes

Country: Lebanan

Language: Arabic {Lebanese Dialect)
Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Mahdi Mousaw

Cast: Anis Nasseredine, lssam Al Ashkar
Cinematography: Hasan ShamsEdine
Editing: Mahdi Mousawi

Praduction: Mahdi Mousawi

Début Status: Arab Premiére

Synopsis

A short film carrving the Lebanese identity in both
direct and indirect ways. The film sheds light on the
Mawwal (Traditional Songs) and the relationship
hetwesn the Lebanese citizen and his land. This
refationship will be presented through Nader’s story,
a young man in his twenties, and Abu Melhem
Al-Turathi, in his late sixties. The events between
them take us and show us the difference between
the old generation and the new generation

Screening will be followed by o Q&A session with Mahdi Mousaw, the film’s director

Director's Biography

Mahdi Mousawi is a rising Lebanese film
director. He holds a Bachelor's degree in
‘Radic & TV and a Master's degree in
“Cinema Directing”. He aims to establish a
Lebanese film school in the distant future,
or at least a Lebanese cinema characterized
by its own image and language.

Traversing the Reimagined
Palestinian Neigbourhood

Director's Name: Zain Al-Sharaf Wahbeh
Genre: Experimental

Year: 2021

Duration: 3 Minutes

Country: Jordan

Editing: Zain Al-5haraf Wahbeh
Production: Zain Al-Sharaf Wahbeh
Awards: First Place Prize for The A.D.
Gallery's Dur Neighbourhood Juried
Exhibition in March 2022,

Début Status: Arab Premidre

57 Arab Short Film Competition

Synopsis

The videa presents a virtual historical journey through
Al-Manshivya; a  Palestinian  neighbourhood  in
Northern Jaffa, which was completely demolished in
1948, Home to my patermal great-grandparents,
Al-Manshiyya contributed  functional and  stylistic
Arabo-lslamic  design  principles  that | found
compelling  to digitally  reconstruct These
reconstructions  were  primarily  achieved by
cross-referencing scarce archival photegraphs and
personal testimonies collected from intendews and
schematic drawings. In doing so, this audio-visual
experience  aims o address my  hometown's
destruction from the regional to the material scale, by
enabling its audience to experience the
neighbourhood’s vernacular past and real-estatised
present through contemporany modes of visualisation

Director's Biography

Barn in Jordan and raised in the United
Arab  Emirates, Zain Al-Sharaf |5 a
London-based Palestinian researcher and
designer. She obtained her Part |
gualification in  Architecture from the
University of Edinburgh in 2019 and Part Il
gualification from the Royal College of Art
in 2022, Through multidisciplinary archival
practices, Zain Al-Sharaf has actively
confronted  the dissolution of the
Palestinian vernacular under the Zionist
occupation. To problematise the extinction
of Jaffa’s Arab urbanity, she conducts
speculative reconstructions of  its
urban-communal-memories using digital
modelling and rendering software, Her
forensic and journalistic endeavours have
since been invested In promoting social
justice and cultural restoration,



L'hiver
Director's Name: Karam Awadat
Genre: Drama

Year: 2022

Duration: 19 minutes

Rating: 13 +

Country: Jordan

Language: Arabic (Jordanian Dialect)
Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Karam Awadat

Cast: Aseel Yaseen, Mahmoud
Al-Mohammad, Anas Manaseer,
Mohammad Qkasheh, Mujahed Mujahed
Cinematography: Hameli AL Aled
Editing: D.O.5tudic

Production: Warsha Studio

Deébut Status: Arab Premiére

Synopsis

L'hiver tells the story of a Syrian couple, who got
married without the consent of their families due to
their different religions, they flee the war in Syria to
Jordan and live in very difficult conditions in a
Melghbxorhoods in Amman

Screening will be followed by o Q&A session with Karam Awadat, the film’s director

Champollion Street ..
Urban Reflections

Director's Name: Asmaa lbrahim

Genre: fiction, experimental, semi-biography,

architecture.

Year: 2022

Duration: 14 minutes

Country: Egypt

Language: Arabic (Egyptian Dialect)
Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Asmaa lbrahim

Cast: Nahed Salah

Cinematography: Abd El Rahman Mohamed

Editing: Cmar Badr Eldin
Production: Asmaa Irahim
Début Status: Arab Premiére

Synopsis

In her daily journey to her workplace, she explores the
city and interrogates stone and people. Egyptian
writer, journalist and critic Mahed Salah takes us on a
journey through the landmarks of Champollion
Street, and through its history that she investigates;
starting from the origin of the name, its implications
and the history of its activity and ending with what
can be considered the most important historical
event in the contemporary history of Eqypt; the
Revolution of January 2011 25,

Screening will be followed by o O&A session with Asmaa lbrahim, the film’s director

58 Arab Short Film Campetitio

Director's Biography

karam Awadat started his director's career
in Warsha Studic and did sketches and
YouTube programs as writer and director
He also worked in music and video clip
industryln 2020, he started his own
program on YouTube "The Theater” as a
presenter and writer where he spoke about
cinema industry and how to start your own
filtm. In 2021 the royal Jordanian Alm
commission granted him a great chance to
start his first real project as a director and
writer with the short “Sheta”

Director’s Biography

Asmaa lbrahim is an Egyptian Almmaker,
director, writer, researcher and flm critic
Lecturer and TV trainer in educational
institutes. |brahim is a Consultant at the
International Drama Without Borders
Institute - Germany. She directed & wrote
documentary films and TV reports for The
Egyptian television. She holds a master's
degree in television criticism from the
Academy of Arts. She has an interest in
heritage and architecture.



Venus and the Mirror

Director's Name: Amin Ben Moussa
Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 11 minutes

Country: Morocco

Language: Arabic {Moroccan Dialect)
Subtitling: English, French
Screenplay: Amin Ben Moussa

Cast: Mustafa Laalouani
Cinematography: Mabsout Mustapha
Editing: Diissi El Arbi

Production: Amin Ben Moussa, Ali Boudra
Début Status: Arab Premiére

Synopsis

In Spleen de Paris, Charles Baudelaire offers an
allegory of the poet who represents the condition of
the character; in particular, the artist facing his
loneliness and his identity, At the same time,
however, the cursed poet idealizes nature.This man
faces what he perceives as the incarnation of Beauty;
the statue, immoral and superior. Before this
fantastic apparition, the character implores the
mercy of the goddess.

Screening will be followsed by g O&4 session with Amin Ben Moussa, the filmy's director

T o

Director’s Biography

A Moroccan filmmaker, Cinematographer,
and writer. He has worked on several
projects as a first assistant director and
Venus and the Mirror is his first film,

A place once existed

Director's Name: Narjess Karim
Genre: Romance

Year: 2021

Duration: 15 minutes

Country: Lebanon

Language: Arabic {Lebanese Dialect)
Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Mour Chami

Cast: Wael Assaf, Ranim Abdelkhalek, Dolla
Chidiac, Ali 5ammuri, Dalal Mrough
Cinematography: Hussein Farhat
Editing: Sarah Safieddine
Production: Zeinab Karim

Début Status: Jordanian Premigra

59 Arab Short Film Competitior

Synopsis

Sama is a young lady who lives in a Lebanese village,
She seeks winning one of the photography
competitions in Beirut, She finds out that the deadline
for submissions has approached, so she asks Hadi, her
best friend and neighbor, for his help. He takes her on
a tour in the old village's alleyways, and helps her in
changing her perspective towards the village

Director’s Biography

Marjess Karim, Lebanese, 22 years old, a
fresh graduate from the Lebanese
University (Cinema and Tv). She had
participated in the making of some short
film's students. In July 2021 A Place Once
Existed was submitted as her senior project
and first short film. She works now as a
freelance filmmaker and participates as a
second Assistant Director ina TV show
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Convenience Store

Director: Michae| Borodin

Genre: Crama

Year: 2021

Duration: 106 minutes

Rating: 16 +

Country: Russia, Slovenia, Turkey

Language: Lzbek, Russian

Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Michael Bercdin

Cast; Zukhara Sanzysbay, Lyudmila Vasilyeva, Tolibzhon Suletmanoy
Cinematography: Ekaterina Smalina

Editing: Alexandra Putsyato

Production: Metra Rlms, Perfo Production Ljubljana, Karma Films, Viadislay Ogay, Alexey
Grishin, Diloy Gllon, Ales Faviin

Awards: CICAE Award - Berlinale - Berlin International Film Festival 2022
Début Status: Arab Premiére

Category: Intemational Section

Synopsis

Mukhabbat, lives.and toils in a typical convenience store on the outskirts
of Moscow. Just like other illegal migrants in the store she does notget a
single ruble for her work and is not allowed to take even a short break.
Mukhabbat puts an end to this life when the owner of the store abducts
her newborn son.

Director’'s Biography

Michael Borodin was horn in Toytepa, a small
town near Tashkent. He made his first film at
the age of eighteen. In 2010, after graduating
from the university, he moved to Moscow to
study Rimmaking where at first, he led the if
af an illegal immigrant, He worked as a delivery

guy and an odd-job worker, then had a chance

tor pursue his passion for movies by enrolling
irto the film school of Alexandear Mitta,

In 2017 Borodin made ashort iction film on the
annexation of Crimea, In 2018 his short Normal
15 a part of La Semaine de la Critique. Boradin

works and lives in Uzbekistan and Russia,
making films on pressing social issues
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Knockin

Director's Name: Frida Kempff

Genre: Thritler

Year: 2021

Duration: 78 minutes

Rating: 18 4

Country: Sweden

Language: Swedish

Subtitling; English

Screenplay: Emma Brostram

Cast: Cecilia Milocco, Albin Grenholim, Ville Virtanen, Krister Kern, Alexander Salzberger
Cinematography: Hannes Krantz

Editing: Erika Gonzales, Enk Andersson

Production: Lask Sveriges Television (SVT), Swedish Film Institute, Erk Anderssan
Awards: Swedish Guldbagge Award 2027; Best Actress in a Leading Role, Best Sound, Best
Set Design

Debut Status: Arab Premiere

Category: Intenational section

Synopsis

Molly is moving into her new apartment after a tragic accident when a
strange noise from the upper floor turmns everything upside down, The
ever-increasing knocking almost sounds like morse code, but when she
confronts her neighbours, no one can hear what she is hearing. Everyone
starts questioning Molly, and before she knows it, she is thrust into a
quest for the truth

Internal

Director’'s Biography
Frida Kempff is a Swedish director and

scriptwriter with a bachelor's degree from the

Stockholm Academy of Dramatic Arts. Her films
have been screened and awarded in renowned
festivals, including Cannes, Sundance, Telluride
IDFA, London IFF. and Gothenburg. In 2010 she
was the first Swede since 1957 to win an award
with a short iilm at the main competition at

Cannes with Bathing Micky., Knocking is
Kempff's début narrative feature film
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Life of Ivanna

Director: Renato Borrayo Serrano

Genre: Documentary

Year: 2021

Duration: 79 minutes

Rating: 18+

Country: Guatemala, Russia, Norway, Estonia, Finland

Language: Russian, Nenets

Subtitling: English

Cinematography: Renato Borrayo Serrano, Daria Sidorova

Editing: Renato Borrayo Serrano, Inge-Lise Langfeldt

Production: Ethnofund, Baltic Film. Production Hlume Oy, Viadislav Ketkovich, Mette
Cheng Munthe Kaas, Marianna Kaat, Pertti Veijalainen

Awards: Golden Star El Gouna Film Festival 2021, Golden Eye Zurich Film Festival 2021
Début Status: Jordanian Premigre

Category: International Section

Synopsis

The film closely follows lvanna, a -26year-old mother of five children, and
depicts her dramatic life-changes, frorm the harsh life at the tundra to the
maodern life in the Siberian city of Dudinka. lvanna lives a traditional
nomadic life in the Arctic region in Morthwest Siberia. Following in the
footsteps of what her family has been doing for centuries, lvana drives
her herd of reindeer at the tundra. But due to the environmental side
effects of climate change, most of her reindeers are dying. Ivana knows
that soon she will be forced to make a dramatic decision.

Internatcnal Section

Director’'s Biography

Renato Borrayo Serrano is a Guatemalan film
director, cinematographer and editor. In 2007,
he graduated as a Alm director specialised in
documentary film, from the All-Russian State
University of Cinematography. His work has
been featured and awarded in numerous
international film festivals. Among many other
awards, his short, Film for Carlos, received the
hanorary Price of the jury at Dok Leipzig (2017},
an honorary mention from the jury at Art Dok
Fest 2017 in Moscow and the Prize for Best
Short Film at Doculays UA 2018 in Kyiv. His
feature-length directorial debut Life of vanna
had its world premiere at CPH:DOX main
competition and in Hotdocs (2021).



Playgroun

Director's Name: Laura Wandef

Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 72 minutes

Rating: 13 +

Country: Belgium

Language: French

Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Laura Wandel

Cast: Maya Vanderbeque, Glnter Duret, Karim Leklou

Cinematography: Frédéric Noirhomme

Editing; Micolas Rumpl

Production: Dragons Films, Lunanime, Centre du Cinéma et de I'Sudiovisuel de la
Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles, Stephane Lhoest, Jan De Clercg, Annemie Degryse
Awards: FIPRESCI Prize, Cannes- Film Festival 2021, Prix du Jury Jeune, Amiens
International Film Festival 2021, Crossing Europe -Audience Award, Crossing Europe
Filmfestival 2022

Debut Status: Jordanian Premiére

Category: international Section

Synopsis

7 year-old Mora and her big brother Abel are back to school, When Nora
witnesses Abel being bullied by other kids, she rushes to protect him by
warning their father. But Abel forces her to remain silent. Caught in a
conflict of loyalty, Nora will ultimately try to find her place, torn between
children’s and adults’ worlds

Director’'s Biography

Laura Wandel was bormn in 1984 in Belgium
where she studied flmmaking at the IAD
school, He
many festivals around the world. After her first
short film, O négatif, she directed in 2014 Les
'i_'r”|.|'§. (-'TI.;II\.l;jl."?‘_t_ h{"E(_[f—'I:' in (:_'ll"IFi‘l_':lrlﬁl'- al

schoal film, Murs, was selected in

Cannes Film Festival. Flayground (Lin monde) is

hver first feature



Prayers for the stolen

Director's Name: Tatiana Huezo

Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 110 minutes

Rating: 13 4

Country: Mexico, Germany, Brazil, Argentina, Switzerland, United States

Language: Spanish

Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Tatiana Huazo

Cast: Ana Cristina Ordonez Gonzalez, Marya Membrefio, Mayra Batalla

Cinematography: Dariela Ludiow

Editing: Miguel Schverdfinger

Production: Pimienta Films, Match Factory Productions, Bord Cadre Films, Nicofas Celis,
Jim Stark

Awards: Special Mention & Prix de la Meilleure création sonore - Cannes FF 2021 - Un
Certain Regard, Horizontes Award, RTVE-Another Look Award, Premio Cooperacion
Espanola - San Sebastian IFF 2021 - Horizontes Latinos, The Golden Athena Award for Best
Film and City OF Athens - Best Director Award - Athens IFF 2021 - International
Competition

Deébut Status: lordanian Premiére

Synopsis

In a solitary town nestled in the Mexican mountains, the girls wear boyish
haircuts and have hiding places underground. Ana and her two best
friends take over the houses of those who have fled and dress up as
women when no one is watching. In their own impenetrable universe,
magic and joy abound; meanwhile, their mothers train them to flee from
those who turn them into slaves or ghosts. But one day, one of the girls
doesn't make it to her hideout in time. Liberally adapted from Jennifer
Clement’s eponymous 2014 novel.

International Section

Director’'s Biography

Tatiana Huezo Is a Mexican-El Salvadoran
filmmaker who graduated from the Centro de
Capacitacion Cinematografica (*CCC") and has
a Masters Degree in Documental de Creacian
from the Universidad Pompeu Fabra in
Barcelona. Huero gained an international
reputation with her first feature Documentary
film El lugar mas pequenc (The Tiniest Placel,
2011, which was screened at more than 50
festivals and won numerous awards like the
Ariel for Best Mexican Documentary (2012), and
FIPRESC| Award at Mar del Plata (201 1) Her First
feature Narrative film Prayvers for the Stolen
won an Un Certain Regard Award - Special
Mention in Cannes Film Festival 2021.
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Soy Libre

Director's Mame: Laure Portier

Genre: documentary film

Year: 2021

Duratlon: 78 minutes

Rating: 13 +

Country: France, Belgium

Language: French

Subtitling: English

Cinematography: Laure Portier

Editing: Xavier Sinven

Production: Perspective Films, Meed Productions, Centre national du cinéma et de
limage anbmde ([CNC), Gaelle Jones

Awards: Special Juary Award - Brussels IFF, Special Mention - Zurich IFF, Agnes Award far
the best first feature film - Festival En Ville, Premiers Plans Angers - Grand Prix du Jury, Best
Film in Feature Doc Competition at Ismiailia IFF, One World Romania - Best film in the
Internationan| Competition

Deébut Status: Jordanian Premiére

Synopsis

Armnaud is my little brother. One day, | realize that he had grown up. He
was born where people have been deprived from their right to make
choices, and he tries to be what he should have been free,

International Sectlon

Director’s Biography

Laure Portier was born In 1983 in France: After
getting her degree in Literature in Toulouse
and-a year at ESAV, she joins INSAS in Brussels
(Image section), Upon graduation, she became
acamera assistant and worked en feature films,
She presented her first short film, Her first short
film, The Dog's eye was awarded by the
Cinéma du Réel festival in 2079, 5oy Libre is her
first feature film,
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The Crossing

Director's Name: Florence Miailhe

Genre: Drama, Animation

Year; 2021

Duration: 84 minutes

Rating: 18 4

Country: France, C2ech Republic, Germany

Language: French

Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Florence Miailhe

Cast: Emilie Lan Diirr, Emilie Lan Dirr, Maxime Gemin

Cinematography: Gulllaume Hoenig

Editing: Julle Dupré, Nassim Gordjl Tehrani

Production: Balance Film, Les Films de ' Arlequin, MALR Film, Dora Bencusilio Ralf Kukula
Alena Vandasova Martin Vandas Luc Camilli

Awards: International Competition - Feature Film, Anima - Brussels Animation Film
Festival 2022, Grand Prize and Audience Prize Bucheon International Animation Film
Festival 2021

Début Status: Jordanian Premiére

Synopsis

A small village looted in darkness, a family forced to flee. The two oldest
children, Kyona and Adriel, are quickly separated from their parents,
facing the road of exile alone. They embark on a heraic journey which
takes them from childhood to adolescence in search of shelter, peace,
and the hope of finding refuge and their family. Crossing a continent
torm apart by war and migrant persecution, these courageous siblings
survive incredible challenges, before reaching a new world, free at last.

Director’s Biography

Florence  Miailhe was Born in 1956, She
graduated from the MNational 5chool of
Decorative Arts. She began as a layout artist for
the press, exhibiting drawings and engravings.
Im 1991, she directed her first short film
Hammam. She received a special mention at
the Cannes Film Festival in 2006 for Conte de
Quartier and a Cristal d'honneur in 2015 at the
Annecy International Animation Fitm Festival
for her work as a whotbe. The Crossing is her first
feature film, which won the Free Spirit Award in
Warsaw International Film Festival 2021, and
Audience and Grand prizes In Bucheon
International Animation Film Festival 2021



The Promise

Directar's Name: Leanardo Antonio Avezzano

Genre: Documentary

Year: 2021

Duration: 84 minutes

Country: taly, Netherlands, Jordan

Language: English, Arabic

Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Leonardo Antanio Avezzano, Arwa Damon, Margaux Tjoeng
Cast: Alaa Aljuneid], Mostafa Salameh, Leonardo Antonio Averzano
Cinematography: Leenardo Antonio Avezzano

Editing: Leonardo Avezzano, Piedrancesce Bigazzi, Giulio Dall'acqua
Production: Alaa Aljuneidi, Lecnardo Antonio Avezzano

Début Status: World Premiére

Category: International Section

Screening will be followed by a Q&4 session with Leonardo Antonia Avezzanao, the film's

director, and Aloa Aljurelds the film's producer

Synopsis

The Promise is the story of Alaa Alluneidi, from Hebron Palestine. His
father defied the odds as a Palestinian going from selling milk off the
back of his bike to building a dairy empire. He looms larger than life for
young Alaa. On his father's deathbed, Alaa makes a promise. It is a
promise he is unable to share with anyone. One whose meaning he does
not fully understand in the moment, but that will torment him until it
sets hirm on a course; a course to summit Everest,

International Sectios

A i "
Director’s Biography

Leonardo Avezzano is an Adventure Filmmaker
and Explorer, He lives, breathes and takes

active roles in the variety of assignments and
personal projects he undertakes. His projects
have led him around the world, from
mountains to deserts, where Leonardo is most
comfortable, and where he thrives as both an
image-maker and an explorer, He focuses his
visual storytelling on matters linked to nature
and personal challenges in an effort to
advocate for positive change.



Zalava

Director's Mame: Arsalan Amiri

Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 93 minutes

Rating: 13 4

Country: Iran

Language: Kurdish, Persian

Subtitling: English

screenplay: Arsalan Amiri, Tahmineh Bahram, |da Panahandeh

Cast: Navid Pourfaraj, Pouria Rahimi 5am, Hoda Zeinolabedin

Cinematography: Mohammad Rasouli

Editing: Emad Khodabaksh

Production: 5amira Baradari, Rouhollah Baradari, Ruth Yoshie Linton

Awards: Best Director {Arsalan Amiri) + Best Actor (Mavid Farjzdadeh) - Duhok
International Film Festival, Best Film (Next Wave section) - Fantastic Fest Austin, Grand
Prix + FIPRESCI - Venice Critics Week

Début Status: Jordanian Premigre

Category: Intemational Section

Synopsis

In 1978, the inhabitants of a small village in Iran called Zalava claim
there is a demon among them. Massoud, a young gendarmerie
sergeant, who Investigates this claim encounters an exorcist
attemnpting to rid the village of the demon. When he arrests the exorcist
on charges of fraud, the villagers fear and anger escalates. Massoud and
his love interest, a government doctor, soon find themselves trapped in
a cursed house, surrounded by villagers who believe they are both
possessed by the demon

Director's Biography

Amiri was borm on Apnl 1975 22 in Kurdistan
Iran. He haolds a BA. in Film Directing from the
Art University of Tehran and.a Masters in
ty of

Tehran, In 2003, He began to wiite scripts, e

Dramatic Literature from the Univer

tares, HI‘: !'lrat CO-WT
feature script, Nahid (2015}, directed by Ida

and make kl CHLIME

Panahandeh, won the Promising Future Prize in

Un Certain Regard at the & Cannes Film
restival, He continued his collaboration with
Panahandeh in her last three films: lsrafil (20717)
The Nikaidos' Fall {-2018 Japan & Hong Kong)
and TiTi {2020] as co-writer, editor, and
producer. He made his first feature film, Zalava
in 2021 in Kurdistan of Iran,
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With One Click...

You can donate to save the life of a cancer patient
through SMS.

Text “Life” or "Hope" to the following numbers:

D ETBEITS
LOEIEM«Ts Rl  “Life” 97070 “"Hope" 98851 “Hope" 98222
LTEICHeln R  “|ife” 97075 “Hope" 98853 “Hope" 98333

[((+ King Hussein Cancer Foundation
King Hussein Cancer Center

education for
employment
Jordan

145,500 graduates and
counting..

For more info

JOIN US AND HELP visit us at
TRANSFORM THE @ www.efe.org
FUTURE OF YOUTH

@ orer Q@ eereior @ @EFEjordan




Filmlab
Palestine

Filmlak Palestine is one of the only organizations in Palestine that
protects ond promotes our ability to tell our stodes through the art of
filmmaking. Keeping Palestinian cultural history alive oy supporfing
Palestimian film production and involving Palestinian society in film culture
has been our maln conceam snce 2014, In addition, to be a hub for
filmmakers, and direct financial and infrastructural confributions to film
projects, we focus on our next generation and care for their abilities to
confinue to present their stories and views strongly and Impressvely in
words and images. An imporant compeonent in enabling and
strengthening independent Palestinian narratives is the
establlshment of a sustainable fiim production infrostructure, o which
Fiimlab is dedicated, Despite the great challenges of this endeavar,
Filmiab manoged fo open Palestine's fist professional color grading
studio lost year, An Imporfant step in the direction of supporting our
filmmakers in their independent telling of Palestinian stories.

But there is more to be done. Help us geteloser to our common
goal. 4

INTERRATIONAL OMEWIAL TILM FESTIVAL OF GEREWA

ORIENTAL
FILM FESTIVAL

OF GENEVA
SWITZERLAND
JUNE 2023
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Franco-Arab Rendez-Vous

| 75



Welcome Note

Cette armée ancore, nous célébrons le cindrma franco-arabe en nous associant au festival
mternationalduflm d'Amman, Le « Rendez-yous franco-arabe » est airsi de retour au coeur
de laville du 20 a0 27 juille 2022 avec des propections en drive-in, en sales et en phein airl

Comme précédemment, cette manifestation culturelle aura a coeur dilkustrer les lens qui
unissent les cinematographies frangaises et arabes a travers leur production, leur sujet ou
Ul firancement. Notre sélection illustre une fas encore |a diversite des sujets et des pays
corcemes puisque e public pourra décowvrir la vie d'une familie dans les quartiers
populaires de Marseile (avec le film « Bonne Meére =), se perdre dans les montagnes
thanaises [« The River ») 21 algeéniennes (« Mariner of the Moontains s), ou bsenencore suivre

e destin de dews soeurs que [a vie va finir par opposer viclermment (= You resemible me s}

Les fermmes auront par allleurs une |'_'I|3l|'_-3 pardculierement importante dans notre
silection et la diversité des genres s2ra auss représentde : documentaing, fction pore ot

film inspiné de faits réels se chtoierant,

Enfn &t poaur @& 16ame annes. 3 jeune production _I'Ell'd-h'lil.-"i'lﬂﬂ Sera alss mise a
"honneur 1ors de ce « Rendez-vous Tranco-ammabe » ; [a compdtition do courts-métragos
onganisee par I'Institwt francals de Jordanke, en cdlaboration avec la Royal Film Commission, designera le meilleur documentaire et la
meillEure fiction ot béndhciera d'une woirds de projection dedise sous be ciel stoild g Amman

Je vous soubhaite un trés bon festival !

Véronigue YOULAND-ANEINI
Ambassadrice de France en Jordanie

Once again this vear, we are celebrating Franco-Arab's cinema by joining forces with Amman's International Film Festival. The

‘Rendez-vous: France-Arak” isback in the heant of the city fram the 230th to 27th of July 2022 with drive-n, indeor and outdoor screanings!

Since the beginning, this cultural event has always aimed to focus on Hlustrating thea links that unite French and Arab cinematographies
1|".1'm.'gh their production, subject matter and financing, Our selection Blustrates once again the diversity of subjects and countries
concemed, ai the publc will be able to discover the life of a family in the warking class neighbourhoods of Marseille fwith the fiim
“Bonne Mere”], get osl in the Lebanese mouniins while watching ("The River”) ard sail through out Algena with (CMariner of the
WMountainsg'), or follow the fate of two sislars that life will end upwolently opposing in (" You ressmble me”).

‘Wornen will have a particularly important place in our selection where we will be able tofollow them through out their journeys, nonetheless
the diversity of genres will alzo be represented: documentary. pure fiction and fifms inspired by real-life events will rub shoulders.

And finally, in our 16th year of aur shanrt film competition, young Jordaman preduction will also be bonoured dunng this “Rendez-vous
Franco-Arab”™ meeting, organised by the French Instliute of Jordan, in cofaboration with the Royal Flim Commission, selecied the best
documentary and the best fiction that are going to be screened churing an evening undsr the starry shy-of Amman

| wish you a very good festivall

Véronigue VOULAND-ANEINI
French Ambassader of Jordan
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Bonne Mere

English Title; Good Mother

Director's Mame: Hafsia Herzi

Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 99 min

Rating: 18 +

Country: France

Language: French

Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Hafsia Herzi

Cast: Halima Benhamed, Sabrina Benhamed, Jawed Hannachi Herzi

Cinematography: Jérémie Attard

Editing: Eric Armbruster, Camille Toubkis

Production: SBS Productions, Arte France Cinéma, Canal+, Said Ben Said, Michel Merkt
Awards: Cannes Film Festival 2021 - Un Certain Regard Ensemble Prize, Best Feature Film
- Rome MedFilm Festival 2021

Début Status: lordanian Premiére

Synopsis

Mora, a cleaning lady in her fifties, looks after her small family in a
housing estate in the northern part of Marseille. She is worried about her
grandson Ellyes, who has been in prison for several months for robbery
and is awaiting his trial with a mixture of hope and anxiety. Mora does
everything she can to make this wait as painless as possible...

Franco-Arab Rendez-Vous

Director’s Biography

Hafsla Herzi (bom January 1987 25 in
Manosque, Alpes-Haute-Frovence, Francel is a
French actress, director and writer of Algerian
and Tunisian descent, She is best known for
her debut role in the award-winning
Franco-Tunisian feature The Secret of the
Grain for which she won the award for most
promising actress at the Ceésar Awards 2008,
and the Marcello Mastroianni award, for best
emerging actor or actress at the 64th Venice
International Film Festival.
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Director’s Name: Karim Ainouz

Genre: Documentary, Romance

Year: 2021

Duration: 95 min

Rating: 13 +

Country: France, Brazil, Germany, Algeria

Language: French, Arabic [Algerian Dialect), Fortuguese, Tamashek

Subtitling: English

Cinematography: Juan Sarmiento G.

Editing: Ricarda Saraiva

Production: Video Filmes, Watchmen Praductions, Marie-Pierre Macia, Christopher Zitterbart
Awards: Istanbul Film Festival 2022 £ Winner: Special Jury Prize - Intemnational Competition

Debut 5tatus: Jordanian Premiare

Synopsis

Filmmaker Karim Ainouz decides to take a boat, cross the Mediterranean
and embark on his first joumney to Algeria. Accompanied by the memory of
his mather, Iracema, and his camera, Ainouz gives a detailed account of the
joumey to his father's homeland, interweaving present, past, and future,

Franco-Arab Rendes-Yous

Director's Biography

Karim Ainouz is an award-winning film director
and screenwriter. He was born in 1966 in Brazil
to a Brazilian mother and an Algerian father.
Ainpuz debuted as feature director with
Madame Sata (Cannes Un Certain Regard 2002},
Other works include Mardjes A, (Berlin Panorama
2020}, Central Alrport THF {Berlin Amnesty Prize
2018}, Futuro Beach (Berlin Competition 2014}
The Silver CNiff (Cannes Director’s - Fortnight
2011), and Love for Sale (Venice Horizons 2006)
In 2008, Ainouz has co-directed the TV series
Alice for HBO Latin America.

His latest feature, The Invisible Life, premiered

in Cannes Un Certain Regard in May 2019

where it received the Main Award and more

than 50 prizes worldwide

Ainouz is also @ member of the Academy of
Aotion Pictures Arts and Sciences.
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The River

Director's Name: Ghassan Salhab

Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Duration: 107 min

Rating: 16 +

Country: Lebanon, France, Germany, Clatar

Language: Arabic {Lebanese Dialect)

Subtitling: English

Screenplay: Ghassan Salhab

Cast: Ali Sullman, Yumna Marwan

Cinematography: Bassem Fayad

Editing: Michele Tyan

Production: Khamsin Films, Les Films de PAtlal, The Postoffice, Tania El Khoury, Titus
Kreyenberg

Deébut Status; Jordanian Premigre

Screening will be folfowed by a Q&4 session with Ghassan Salhab, the film’s director

Synopsis

It's autumn. A young woman and an older man are having lunch on the
terrace of a restaurant located in the midst of 2 mountainous landscape
in Lebanon. Suddenly the sky darkens, followed by rumbling sounds.
Fighter planes crisscross the sky. As the man heads to his car to leave the
place, the woman disappears.

Franco-Arab Rendez-Vous

Director's Biography

Ghassan Salhaby {born 4 May 1958) is a
Lebanese screenwriter and film director born
in Dakar, Senegal. In addition to making his
own films, he collaborates on various
scenarios and teaches film in Lebanon. He has
directed six feature films; Beyrouth Fantome,
Terra Incognita, The Last Man, 1958, The
Mountain and The Yalley, His films have been
selected in various international film festivals,
He has finished the shooting of The River, in
addition to numerous “essays” and different
"wideo waorks™ including  "Posthumous,”
"Chinese Ink,” "Son Image,” and Le voyage
Immobile,” on which he collaborated with
Lebanese documentary flmmaker Mohamed
Souveidln 2016, he was a DAAD (Berlin)
guest-resident. La Rochelle International Film
Festival, IC Carthage and La Cinémathéque du
Queébec made a tribute to his work, He has also
published different texts and articles in
various magazines and a book, "fragments du
Livre du naufrage”,
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You Resemble Me

Director's Mame: Dina Amer

Genre: Drama

Year: 2021

Time: 31 min

Rating: 16 +

Country: Egypt, France, United States

Language: French, Arabic (Egyptian Dialect)

Subtitling: English

Screenplay; Dina Amer, Omar Mullick

Cast: Lorenza Grimaudo, llenna Grimaudo, Mouna Soualem, Sabrina Quazani, Dina Amer,
Alexandre Gonin, Sana Sri

Cinematography: Omar Mullick

Editing: Keiko Deguchi, Jake Roberts

Production: The Othrs, Artemis Rising Foundation, D'Artagnan, Dina Amer, Karim Amer,
Elizabeth Woodward, Kelsey Falter, Sol Guy, Hind Meddeh,

Awards: Special Jury Mention - Atlanta Film Festival 2022, Best Feature Film - Hot Springs
International Wamen's Film Festival 2022, FIPRESC! Prize for International Film - Kerala
International Film Festival 2022, Jury Special Mention - Luxembourg City Film Festival
2022, Best Plcture - World Clnema - Phoenix Fllm Festival 2022, Best Film In the Main
Competition and Ampesty International Award - Prague International Film Festival 2022,
Best Screenplay of a Narrative Feature - RiverRun International Film Festival 2022, Best
Marrative Feature - 5an Luis Obispo International Film Festival 2022, Audience Award -
Red Sea Festival 2022 , Best Middle Eastern Film - 3anta Barbara International Film Festival
2022, First Feature Award - Miami International Film Festival 2022, Jury Prize and
Audience Award - REC Tarragona 2021,

Début Status: Jordanian Premidra

Synopsis

Cultural and Intergenerational trauma erupt in this story about two
sisters on the outskirts of Paris. After the siblings are torn apart, the
eldest, Hasna, struggles to find her identity, leading to a choice that
shocks the world. Director Dina Amer takes on one of the darkest issues
of our time and deconstructs it in an intimate story about family, love,
sisterhood, and belonging.

ranco-Arab RendesVous

Director’'s Biography

Dina Amer is an Egyptian-American film
director, writer, producer and journalist.

She helped produce the Oscar-nominated and
Emmy award-winning documentary “The
Square”, which chronicled the Egyptian
Revolution from the frontlines. Growing up
between the US. and Egypt, her work has
focused on sharing nuanced, human stories
with a global audience. Previous to her film
work, Amer was a journalist and her written
work has been published in The New York
Times, CNN, and the Huffington Post.



organised by the French Institute
ards (falcon sculptures created

France-Arab Short Film Competition The 16th Jordanian Short Film Festival part of the Franco-Arab Section "Rendez-Vous: Franco-Arab”
of Jordan in cooperation with the French Embassy In Jordan, in partnership with the Royal Film Commission-ferdan (RFC). This year three
ategories: Jury Award for Best Fiction, Public Award for Best

and sculpted by Jordanian artist Hazem Alzoubi) will be presented to the winning directors of the following
Fiction, Public Award for Best Documentary.

This year, Tamer Al Karrain, Jordanian entrepreneur, director, producer and musician, will preside over a jury alsc comprised of Mona Shehabi, winner of the Jury Prize for
Best Documentary in 2019, and Hisham Gaith a director of Drama, decumentary film, video clip, producer, program director and instructor courses in photography and
television lighting,

Az part of this occasion; one film “Kol Youm” that received the Jury Prize for Best Documentary at the Franco-Arab film Festival in Noisy-le-Sec will be screened

Director’'s Biography

Faizal Attrache s -a Syrian-American  writer,

director and producer who tells stores about
rom e Ou n a I n universal human experiences with a socially

conscious message. His short docu-fction film

Jury Award for Best Ficticr HASTA SIEMPRE, COMANDANTE (2016), made

under the tutelage of Abbas Klarostami, won a
Director's Mame: Faisal Attrache Cinematography: Nikolal Galitzine Mention  Speciale du  Jury  at  the
Genre: Drama Editing: Abdallah Sada Clermont-Ferrand  International  Short  Film
Year: 2021 Production: Deema Dabis, Nikolal Galitzine Festival in France. His short  documentary
Duration: 20 minutes Début Status: Jardanian Premidre GROWING HOME (2074} premiered ot the
Country: Jordan, Syria, United States Sheffield DocFest, UK (2015} and won Best
Language: Arabic Documentary Short at the Newpont Beach Film
Subtitling: English subtitles . Festival, US, FROM THE MOUNTAIN {2021}, his
Screenplay: Faisal Attrache Synnpﬂs latest short is based on of his great-grandfather's
Cast: Ramzi Choukair, Yumna Marwan, The leader of the Great Syrian Revolt of 1925 strives to iife. He received an MFA in Film Production from

Jamal Awar, Yazan Al-Hakim keep the flame of revelution alive from exile the USC School of Cinematic Ars, Los Angeles,

Director’s Biography

After a master's degree in mechanics, Zoullkha
Tahar devored hersalf, from 2015, to her passicn
riting ard Rl making. In 2017, In Algeria, she
co-founded the AWAL collective with which she
directed her short film The Street, a prose against

Lry Pri for | Cranco-Arab Festiva Noisy-le o street harassment The -same year, she was

: = PO A E 1 He = e presented by France 24 as one of the five women

. who are most committed ta change in Africa. In
Dl:e:tnf_'s Mame: Zoulikha Tahar 201% she began training in documentary cinema
Genre: Short Documentary at the Film Schaol “La Femis® In Paris. There, she
Year: ‘.3_.311 . directed her first documentary, & Life of Essays, a
Duration: & min short documentary about the representations
Country: France ) made, on both sides of the Mediterranean Sea, of
I.ang..ue_lge: Arabic '!":"I'JE_”"“‘ Diiabect) Algerian immigrant women. The film was selected
Subtitling: French subititles in 2020, in the favorite category of Festival
SErEE"pI'?'-": ‘:_LI’”"H“ Tahar Panorama des cinémas du maghreb et du
Cinenemgraphy, Zoulkie Tates, Suonae moffemarient In-2031. she miyde Lisher u) 1é
! meurt jamais a movie about windows, covid and
CY[{ISCh.a'nm borders. And Kol Youm a short documentary
IEi‘:::I:?:tliamgg:;ﬁriﬁ:?aﬁar about women miental load, This film was made
' L L] " I q " ~ Al P o . #ntlrnarasey i €

Awards: Jury Prize for the best documentary 53""0[3'5*5 :l::w;'l rl,:_l'lr,rn L:Pln .;_fllﬁ,:“l:,1:l.i; _I:.IIIH,“ s ',,]:_'I:J
& Public prize for the best documentary - Since her retirement, Kheira has been doing o I'”'Ilw"’l'n‘_! I1I-~_. I;u-;ﬁ”l-in._- Ao .[.;-..J-I:.I
Festival d Film franco-arabe ce Nolsy-le-cec I'I':.'Jkl":ﬁ:."w"-'.lfl‘. (”m.v:m‘du calls with her immigrant i(‘]:lil‘k‘!‘;:—.l : In:..-fr. -.':t;rkl..'m on her first .Ir.-;.l.::
LFrlance_l 2021 daugr_lier. Ti.:-_ this, Kheira recounts, tirelessly, her documentary about mental load. And righting a
Début Statws: Jordanian Premiére daily life and her regrets. podcast where she talks about her experience with

professional  reorientation and the long-term
impact of the cholces parents make for their kids,

L Franco-Arab Bendez-Vous



Franco-Arab Short Film Competition The 16th Jordanian Short Film Festival part of the Franco-Arab Section "Rendez-Vous: France-Arab®, erganised by the French Institute
of Jordan in cooperation with the French Embassy in Jordan, in partnership with the Royal Film Commission-Jordan (RFC), This year three awards (falcon sculptures created
and sculpted by Jordanian artist Hazem Alzoubd] will be presented to the winning directors of the following catégories: Jury Award for Best Fiction, Pubfic Award for Best

Fiction, Public Award for Best Documentary,

This year, Tamer Al Karrain, Jordanian entreprensur, director, producer and musician, will preside over a jury also comprised of Mona Shehabi, winner of the Jury Prize for
Best Documentary in 2019, and Hisham Gaith a director of Drama, documentary film, video clip, producer, program director and instrector courses in photography and

television lighting.

Az part-of this occasion, one film "Kol Youm™ that received the Jury Prize for Best Documentary at the Franco-Arab film Festival in Naisy-le-Sec will be screened.

Rumman

Public Award faor Best Fiction

Director's Name: Abdelhad] Al Rakeb
Genre: Drama
Year: 2022

Duration: 8 minutes

Country; Jordan, Syria

Language: Arabic (Jordanian, Syrian Dialect)
Subtitling: English subtitles

Screenplay: Abdelhadi Al Rakeb

Cast: Nibal Al Awadani, Rasha Bilal,
Mohammad Al Harriri, Adam Al Harriri

Third Eye nadaa

Cinematagraphy: Omar Jadallah
Editing: Amjad |2z Eldeen
Production: Hamza lssa

Début Status: Jordanian Premigre

Synopsis

The film raises a humanitarian issue that Imposes itself
on the reality of children in the warld, through the story
of "Umm Abed", a Syrian mother wha lost her child
cluring the war in Syria, after being involved in an armed
conflict there, using Abed's favourite pomegranate fruit
as a symbal of blood and passing the curse of death to
other childron.

Public Award for Best Documentary

Director’s Name: Muhannad Lah

Genre: Short Documentary

Year; 2022

Duration: 20 minutes

Country: Jordan

Language: Arabic (Jordanian Dialect}
Subtitlig: English and Arabic subtitles
Screenplay: Muhannad Lafi

Cast: Mubannad Laf, Skeleton
Hammoudeh, Hana Showaikeh, Farahnaz
Abu Tayeh

Cinematography: Mohammad “Skeleton”
Hammoudeh

Editing: Abdelrahman Ma'ali

Production: Muhannad Lafi

Début Status: Jardanian Premigére
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Synopsis

A documentary showing the highlights of the city
of Madaba (the Arab tourism capital of 2022

The documentary researchers stayed in Madaba
for two days on their trip to a banguet for unigue
moments by visiting the most important religious
and archaeclogical monuments and learing
about the rare crafts therein, conveying the details
of the theoretical framework of the target places
and telling the details of the story through
personal  interviews of the four working
participants all of Jordanian nationality. The film
tends to perform where the director participates in
the waork as a main character and available in both
Arabic and an English translation.

Director’s Biography

Journalist and filmmaker, Bachelor's degree in
translation from American University In Madaba.
Journalist and editor in several local and Arab
locations with six years' experence. On the
halance of seven short documentary and feature
films, most of which dealt with human rights
issues, the most recent being On the Brink of
Oblivien, which was nominated for the Al lazeera
Documentany Award for Best Short Documentany
Film 202 1. Screenwriter of five short films.

Director’s Biography

Muhannad Jamal Laffy: A student at the University
of the Middle East - Faculty of Media - Director of
radio and television Interviews with a Diploma in
Film and Television from “Al-thawarzmi College”
and two diplomas attended in "Research in
Documentary and Filmmaking Documentation
"by Al Jazeera Electronic Medla Institute.



Friends of the Festival

Zahi W. Khouri

Zahi'W. Khouriis a Palestinian-American businessman and Chair of the Board of Dar al-Kalima
Uiniversity. He holds and has previously held several executive positions and board
memberships in Palestine; including PADICO Holding and Palestine Telecommunications
Company (PALTEL), and is currently Chairman of the Board of the NGO Development Center
in lerusalem,

Khouri supports philanthropic causes and social enterprises, particularly in the areas of art,
education and vocational training. Khouri received the Oslo Business for Peace Award in 2015,
honourees of which are selected by an independent committee of Nobel Prize laureates.

FALER YR ETGCELTED

Cwer the past 30 years, Zina M. Jardaneh has beeninvolved in philanthropy, with an interestin
culture, the arts and education,

Her chairmanship of the Palestinian Museum in Birzeit and her role in establishing it have
earned her an Honorary Fellowship of the Royal Institute of British Architects. |ardaneh serves
as a member of the Board of Trustees and the Board of Directors of the Children's Museum in
Amman, and sits on the Baard of Trustees of the Institute of Palestine Studies in Beirut. She is
also an advisor to Visualising Palestine.

Jardaneh pursued a career in the pharmaceutical industry and banking. She is currently a member
of the Board of Directors of InvestBank Jordan and heads its Corporate Social Responsibility.

Dr. Omar N. Abdulhadi

Dr. Omar M. Abdulhadi is the Founder and Director of Arab Centre for Engineering Studies
[ACES), considered the biggest company in its field in the Middle East, with 20 offices across
seven Arab countries.

Dr. Abdulhadi earned his Ph.D. in Civil Engineering from the University of California, Berkeley in
1978. He worked in the United Arab Emirates and the United States before founding ACES in
Jordan in 1983,

In 2019, Birzeit University awarded Dr. Abdulhadi an honorary doctorate for his contributions
to economic development in Palestine and his generous support for Birzeit University. He also
received the prestigious "Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of The Year 2012 Jordan™ that same year,

Dr. Abdulhadiis a member of the Board of Trustees of several organizations including: INJAZ,
the Institute for Palestine Studies and the Mational University College of Technology. Dr.
Abduthadi has several publications in the Geotechnical and Civil Engineering fields.

Saeed A. Saeed

Saeed A Saeed is the CEQ, Chairman and co-founder of the Board of National Talents Company in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. He leads a team that designs and operates innovative and creative
learning experiences that have enabled thousands of children to engage in interactive science and
technology-based learning spaces at museums, science centers, Fab Labs, festivals and exhibitions.
Saeed has worked with clients across the Gulf including: Saudi Aramco Energy Exhibit, Mishkat
Interactive Center at King Abdullah City for Atomic and Renewable Energy, the Etihad Museum in
Dubai, and the Abu Dhabi Education Council.

Saeed holds a B.5. in Electrical Engineering from the University of Tulsa and a Master's degree
in Electrical Engineering from Cornell University. He recently completed the Cwner/President
Management Program (OPM) at Harvard Business School.

Saeed is also the Chairman of the Board for Said Group, a family business established by his
late father Atef Saeed, and is a member of Young Presidents’ Organization (YPO),
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The AIFF extends its immense gratitude to the Royal Film Commission - Jordan, its Managing Director Mohannad Al Bakri, and

all the staff who have enthusiastically supported the preparations for the Festival in so many different ways.
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