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Amal Nasser

Amal Nasser has Master's of Science degree in
Nutrition from Texas Woman's University as well as
a Master's degree in International Management from
Thunderbird School of Global Management, Arizona.
Mrs. Nasser is a registered dietitian in the Academy of
Nutrition and Dietetics, USA and has over 30 years of e
experience in the field. She founded Anana Wellness

in Amman, with a focus on nutrition, consulting, exercise, food
delivery and a general holistic living approach promoting the
importance of the mind, body and soul. Mrs. Amal is a certified
Personal Nutrition Coach and has partnered with SimSim, a Middle
Eastern recipes app dedicated to helping users cook delicious
Arabic food at home to promote healthy eating!

Iciar Vaquero Salfiti

Iciar Vaquero Salfiti is the Chief Strategy Officer at
the Abdali Hospital. Salfiti was previously Head of
Strategy at Bupa UK, where she contributed to the
turnaround of a portfolio encompassing the largest
insurance company, Cromwell Hospital, clinics and
care homes. Her career started at McKinsey & Co. for
7 years and her previous experience includes being
part of the founding team of FX-broker Ebury Partners, one of the
top 100 fastest growing Fintech companies in Europe, in addition
to heading strategy at the Carbon Trust.

Izzeddin Izzat Katkhuda

Izz Eddin Katkhuda is the founder, partner and director
of Arab Center for Engineering Studies (ACES). He
has vast experience in entrepreneurship and small
business development; as he founded more than ten
successful companies in the MENA region over the
past 20 years. Izzeddin serves as a board member
of Agaba University of Technology, Agaba Medical
Sciences University, Al Tharaa Investment Company, Hayat
Pharmaceutical Company and REDV Investment Company. He

is an author of more than fifty technical papers in the fields of

geotechnical engineering, asphalt technology, quality control,
pavement and engineering excellence.

Lina Tawfiq Attabbaa

Lina Tawfig Attabbaa is a loving mother of five highly
accomplished children. She is also the founder and
active member of the Promise Welfare Society,
established in 1989 with the goal of assisting the less
fortunate and supporting students in their education.
Attabbaa's compassionate nature is evident in her
commitment to helping those in need. Through her
philanthropic efforts, she has made a positive impact
on her community.
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Munjed M. Sukhtian

Munjed M. Sukhtian is currently the Chairman of
Emmar Investments and Real Estate Development,
Ampere Renewable Energy, National Insurance
Company, and Munir Sukhtian International (MSI).
Sukhtian has diversified experience in several regional
and international businesses such as the trade
and industry business. His professional experience
includes owning and managing companies specialized in paper
converting, household chemicals, renewable energy and the
pharmaceutical industry, food processing, insurance, land
development, electronics contracting, tourism, and education.
Munjed Sukhtain completed his studies in Biochemistry in 1970, at
the University of Houston, Texas.

Omar N. Abdulhadi

Dr. Omar N. Abdulhadi is the Founder and Director
of Arab Center for Engineering Studies (ACES),
considered the biggest company in its field in the
Middle East, with 20 offices across seven Arab
countries. Dr. Abdulhadi earned his Ph.D. in Civil
Engineering from the University of California, Berkeley
in 1978. He worked in the United Arab Emirates
and the United States before founding ACES in Jordan in 1983.
Dr. Abdulhadi is a member of the Board of Trustees of several
organizations including: INJAZ, the Institute for Palestine Studies
and the National University College of Technology. Dr. Abdulhadi
has several publications in the Geotechnical and Civil Engineering
fields.

Raghda Kurdi

Raghda Kurdiwas the first Jordanian female founder
and CEO of a pharmaceutical manufacturing compa-
ny in Jordan, Hayat Pharmaceutical. She later started
Pharma Serve, a company that provided franchising
services to retail pharmacies, as well asa whole-
sale distributor of pharmaceuticals, Alshadoo Drug-
store. Previously, she was on the Board of Directors of
the Young Presidents’ Organization, Jordan Chapter. Kurdi current-
ly sits on the Board of Hayat Pharmaceutical industries and the
Arab International Women's Forum.

Saeed Saeed

Saeed Saeed is the Co-founder, CEO and Chairman
of the Board of the National Talents Company. The
National Talents Company (TalentS) is a Saudi Arabian
company founded in 2007. TalentS was established to
unlock the potential of every individual that attends
and interacts with their programming. Saeed holds a
bachelor's degree in electrical engineering from the
University of Tulsa and a Master's degree in electrical engineering
from Cornell University. He is agraduate from the Owner/
President Management Program (OPM) at Harvard Business
School. Saeed is also the chairman of board for Said group family
business which was established by his father, the late Atef Saeed
and is a member of Young President Organization (YPO).

FRIENDS OF THE FESTIVAL
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Shaher Ahmad Attabbaa

Shaher Ahmad Attabbaa is a highly accomplished
Saudi businessman, renowned for his entrepreneurial
endeavors across various industries. He is the founder
and chairman of Support Services Company "Hamard".
With extensive investments as a shareholder in
multiple companies in Jordan and Saudi Arabia,
Attabbaa showcases his strategic business prowess.
Attabbaa's remarkable achievements and unwavering dedication
have solidified his position as a respected figure in the business
community. His entrepreneurial spirit continues to inspire aspiring
professionals as he leaves a lasting impact on the industry.

Zahi W. Khouri

Zahi W. Khouri, is Palestinian-American. He is the
Founder and former Chairman and CEO of The
Coca-Cola Co Palestine and is the co-founder of
key publicly held companies in Palestine such as
Paltel and Padico. He is a general partner of the first
innovation fund in Palestine, the Ibtikar Fund. He is
presently the Chairman of NGO Development Center
in Jerusalem (NDC) and is the Chairman of the Board of Trustees
at Dar Al Kalima University in Bethlehem. Mr. Khouri is a recipient
of the Business for Peace Award 2015, Oslo, Norway and the merit
of the “Cavaliere” from the Republic of Italy. He was a finalist in the
Global Thinkers Forum for 2017.

Zina Jardaneh

Over the past 30 years, Zina Jardaneh has been
involved in philanthropy, with interest in culture,
the arts and education. Her chairmanship of the of
the Palestinian Museum in Birzeit, and her role in
establishing it, has earned her an Honorary Fellowship
of the Royal Institute of British Architects. Jardaneh
serves as a member of the Board of Trustees and the
Board of Directors of the Children's Museum in Amman and sits on
the Board of Trustees of the Institute of Palestine Studies, Beirut.
Jardaneh pursued a career in the pharmaceutical industry and
banking. She is currently a member of the Board of Directors of
InvestBank Jordan and heads its Corporate Social Responsibility.
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About Amman International Film Festival - Awal Film (AIFF)

Inits fourth edition, Amman International Film Festival - Awal Film (AIFF) continues to thrive and grow: an unprecedented
event in the Kingdom that showcases Arab and international films. The aim of the AIFF, according to its president
Princess Rym Ali, is * developing and promoting an Arab cinema that reflects the creativity of the region and tackles
the issues that are prevalent today. * The distinctive edge of this festival lies in its focus on first-timers.

An international Jury made up of industry professionals chooses the winner of the Black Iris Award in each of the Arab
film competitions; feature narrative, feature documentary, and short. While International narrative and documentary
films compete for the Audience Award. Moreover, the jury members may decide to grant a Special Mention to first-
time Lead Actor / Actress and/or first-time Scriptwriter in the Arab Feature - Length Narrative Competition, and the
first - time Editor in the Arab Feature - Length Documentary Competition. The prestigious FIPRESCI prize will be
presented this year for one of the films competing in the Arab documentary section.

This year's line-up has a predominant theme that touches on youth, rite of passage, place, and finding one's identity
while maintaining the personal and emotional story elements that are usually common in first-time films.

The lineup of this fourth edition features more than 55 films - narratives and documentaries, Arab and international,
feature length and short length- from 19 countries. They have all been released in 2022-2023, showcased for the first
time in Jordan, and in some cases in the region and the world. They are made by first-time directors, and/or starring
first-time actors and actresses, and/or written by first-time writers; or in the case of Arab documentaries, made by
first-time directors and/or edited by first-time editors.

The " First & Latest “ section features the work of one veteran filmmaker, showcasing the journey between his first and
latest film. We are delighted to host this year Palestinian-Jordanian director Mai Masri.

In this edition, the festival continues with its commitment to present powerful and unique content and to initiate
collaborations that reflect cultural and environmental awareness. For the third year in a row, the festival hosts the
special Franco-Arab Rendez-Vous section. For this section, a selection of out-of-competition films coproduced by
France with a predominant Arab element are screened, adding to the diversity of the programming.

We are also highlighting Jordan's most recent short productions for this year with an out-of-competition section that
features shorts realized by experienced Jordanian filmmakers. In addition, the festival continues to take its “green
steps” towards a sustainable and an environmentally friendly festival.

The Amman International Film Festival - AWAL Film aims to foster a creative buzz among directors, celebrities, and
film enthusiasts, by offering high - quality films, regardless of their box - office performance. Whether you are a
budding Arab filmmaker or an international veteran, an actor or a critic, an industry insider or an enthusiastic cinephile,
Amman International Film Festival - Awal Film welcomes youl!

About Amman Film Industry Days (AFID)

Amman Film Industry Days, aimed at industry professionals and film students, will be held from 16" to 21t August
2023.

Amman Film Industry Days hosts workshops, panels, and masterclasses with industry professionals focusing on
current issues. This year, we focus on filmmaking and ethics, where we navigate through a series of panels about
different topics, including documentary filmmaking, Artificial Intelligence, wellbeing and safety.

Amman Film Industry Days continues to develop its Pitching Platforms for the fourth year. This year, we continue with
the Amman Film Market. 16 projects are selected to compete at the platforms and the market to receive cash and

in-kind awards.

The Awards ceremony will be held at the Royal Film Commission on August 21,
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WHERE
FILMMAKERS
& FILM LOVERS
GATHER

We believe that films reflect arts and culture, this is
why The Abdali is hosting the 4" edition of the
stunning Amman International Film Festival as the
hub where film enthusiasts gather to celebrate Arab

and global achievements.
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Running from the 15th to the 22nd of August 2023



RYM ALI

President & Co-Founder
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While our film festival grows in size and quality, so do
those joining us in support of this annual rendez-vous
in Amman. This year, we are proud to announce the
establishment of a prominent Advisory Board made
up of high-caliber industry professionals, prominent
members of the business community and creative
industry specialists; we are extremely grateful to them
for standing by the Amman International Film Festival -
Awal Film.

We examine this year the impact of storytelling in
cinema, that reflects the importance of storytelling for
humankind, through the times: Who can forget the first
movie that had such an impact on us that it changed our
perspective on life, maybe even unfolded unexpected
events?

Among the diverse array of stories screened over a
week, it is our hope that at least one will have a positive
impact. As we present these “stories and beginnings",
we also hope that this fourth edition of the AIFF will be,
for many first-time filmmakers, an opportunity to launch
their journey into the 7th art.

This year's selection highlights family relationships,
focusing on young boys and girls trying to make sense
of the adults' world. These stories are a reflection, no
doubt, of the importance of family in our Arab culture;
but they also seem to fill a gap within our narratives. A
reminder, too, that one of the specificities of our region
is that it consists of a vast majority of young people with
a great need to be heard.

As you navigate between the various screening venues,
you will also find yourself traveling from Levantine towns
and cities to North African and European capitals - at
times even escaping, with the characters, through some
of our region's magnificent landscapes. Some films will
also be taking us on a journey that reimagines the past,
while reminding us of our history.

Characters in films can suffer trials, or experience joy:
these stories will offer you both. As their characters
evolve, filmmakers hope that the audience will change
too and embark on the beginning of a journey.

The French botanist Antoine Lavoisier observed that, in
nature, nothing is created and nothing is lost: everything
transforms itself. So, too, are never-ending stories.
Filmmaking itself has its roots in the age-old human
tradition of storytelling.

At the AIFF, we are four years young: we, too are at
the beginning of a journey that started before us. We
hope it continues to be a journey rich with stories from
our region to the world, and one that transforms itself,
endlessly, through the ages.
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Director & Co-Founder
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On behalf of the dedicated, professionaland enthusiastic
team of the Amman International Film Festival - Awal
Film, | would like to welcome you to this one-week
event celebrating storytelling and creativity, from the
Arab world and beyond. We hope you will enjoy it as
much as we did while preparing for it.

As we embarked on our fourth cinematic journey, we
were confronted with choices and decisions linked to
our programming. Allow me to share with you a couple
of ideas that have guided some of our choices.

| believe that what truly matters in films goes beyond
the narrative itself. Stories abound and most have
been told in one way or another, in one artistic form or
another. Yet it is the filmmaker's perspective that shapes
the uniqueness of a narrative and makes a movie
impactful and unforgettable. With our focus mainly on
first-time filmmakers, year after year, we are delighted
by the freshness of their perspective, their eagerness
to tell their stories to the world and the quality of their
production.

Whether the stories are personal - about love, loss,
loneliness, frustration or coming of age - or epic and
historical, there is no doubt that Arab cinema, in all its
geographical and cultural diversities, is vibrant and has
a voice of its own.

Another nagging thought has been about the role of
ethics in filmmaking. How necessary and important is it
to take ethics into consideration while making choices
any filmmaker is confronted with? Do filmmakers
factor in ethical considerations while portraying their
characters, measuring the potential impact of their
story, dealing with their actors or protagonists, tackling
issues of diversity and difference? To what extent is it the
filmmaker's responsibility to uphold ethical standards in
the actual making of the movie, or while treating subjects
that matter and resonate? Will Artificial Intelligence and
its use in cinema change our views on ethics? Too many
questions that are not solely philosophical, but that also
have practical implications. Hence, we chose “ethics”
as an underlying topic in the various panels organized
within the Festival. The beginning of the filmmaker's
journey navigating the complex world of cinema is
wonderful but can also be daunting and disheartening.
Yet, let's remember that the stories and the perspectives
on them don't simply trigger immediate reactions;
they also widen the sense of community with others -
especially when watched together on a large screen -
and resonate for years to come. A worthy journey, by all
means.

Join us as we all eagerly await for more stories with
which to empathize, to reflect on and to enjoy!
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As the lights dim and the screens come alive, we invite
you to sit back and enjoy the outcome of a journey that
started right after we dropped our curtains last year; we
welcome you to a captivating journey of fresh starts. We
grant you what we annually promise; a celebration of
new beginnings and an exhibition of innovative voices.
This year, we offer you our tapestry of celluloid art. A
tapestry that is painted with intricate narratives and
profound experiences.

Our tapestry is a magic carpet. It will pull you in and
fly you back to childhood, where you will live kids'
challenges as they fathom a world that started before
their time, as they explore the hidden faces of their own
cities, as they try to make sense of adults' doings, as they
handle war, and as they witness their friends become
enemies. You will ride along with youth and explore raw
feelings of revolution and romance. You will live with
women's efforts in reasoning with the unreasonable and
witness their everlasting attempts to take matters into
their own hands. You will be transported to a different
time where you will rediscover the beginnings of ancient
lands and listen to age-old cities and expansive deserts
as they tell their own stories and take you on expeditions
to beginnings that started before time. You will witness
men searching for their identities in words, in places,
and in faith.

Individual dreams and fresh voices assemble and
interlace weaving together our magic carpet. Human
emotions are at the core of its pulse. You will often find it
beat with joy, with challenges, with self-discoveries, and
with rite of passage.

Amidst the growing presence of artificial intelligence
and its threat to the creatives in the film industry, we
remain resolute in our commitment to support the
emerging human talent that collides into offering you
this magic. We remain strong believers that the power
of storytelling reflects true human experience; that film
is composed of musicians of souls who unite to create
what you will soon see on the silver screen. The director's
baton leads the crew with vision. The writer architects
the narrative and bridges imagination with reality. Actors
breathe life into the characters and editors reconstruct
the puzzle and put everything in place. By no means
can artificial intelligence replicate the human essence
of these creatives.

So, let us raise the curtains on this edition's tapestry. Let
us dim the lights. Let us allow the screens to come to
life. And let us dream.
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We aim to lead by example and to create a positive
impact by inspiring the Jordanian and the regional
filmmaking industries. The AIFF is the first film festival
of this scale in the region, which places environmental
advocacy as one of its core values.

Here are the steps the festival understood this year to
ensure its compliance with principles of sustainability:

We will continue our carbon footprint Offsetting
program that might result from necessary actions,
such as travelling and transportation, by donating to
the Arab Group for the Protection of Nature (APN) to
plant trees in Jordan. For the past two years, so far,
we have planted 1000 trees all over the Kingdom.
We will also offset the activities we couldn't reduce
for the past two editions and plant more trees with
APN this year.

In the framework of the Amman Film Industry Days,
we're hosting a panel highlighting the efforts of other
festivals globally to inspire change collectively.

Reduce the waste and printed material and upcycle
the material used in branding and artwork.

Use environmentally friendly packaging.

Remove diesel generators as a primary power
source at the Drive-in cinemas.

Incentivize electric vehicles.

Sending Environmental easy-to-follow
messages to our guests and the festival goers.

Initiate #SustainableCinema on social media
platforms as a branding and awareness tool to
connect filmmaking with the environment and
climate action.

™
WE CARE ABOUT
OUR PLANET
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JURY - ARAB FEATURE NARRATIVE

COMPETITION
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Andrés Vicente Goémez

Producer

Spain

The renowned Spanish producer, honored with an

Oscar for ‘Belle Epoque; holds an impressive record
of accolades at major film festivals like Venice, Berlin,

Montreal, and San Sebastian. With over 100 feature ﬁ'

films to his credit, including some of Spain’'s highest-

grossing productions, he is a dominant figure in the industry.
Notably, he has excelled as a distributor, introducing Spanish
audiences to diverse international cinema from classic directors
and esteemed auteurs. Cannes paid tribute to his contributions
to cinema in 1998, and he was awarded France's Cavalier de les
Arts. Serving as President of the FIAPF from 2003 to 2008 further
solidified his stature. Recently, he has focused on producing films
in the Arab region, notably the successful ‘Born a King' in 2019,
which became a cornerstone in Saudi Cinema'’s history. His latest
endeavor, the comedy ‘Champions,’ premiered in the region's
cinemas in March 2022.

Bushra Rozza
Actress

Egypt

Bushra Rozza is a versatile Egyptian artist known
for her roles as an actress, singer, television host,
entrepreneur, and producer. Born in the United
Kingdom, she developed a passion for visual and
performing arts from an early age; participating in
school plays and ballet classes. After returning to Egypt, Bushra
engaged in cultural conferences and volunteered in social
projects. Her acting career began at nine, where she appeared in a
short film, and later starred in a documentary about Um Kalthoum.
She worked as a correspondent for Middle Eastern TV channels
before venturing into acting with the sitcom Shabab Online. Bushra
contributed to numerous successful TV shows, films, and plays,
earning recognition for her role in the movie 678 and producing
movies like Asmaa. She served as a jury member in several film
festivals and achieved success as a producer, including leading
the Al Gouna Film Festival.
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JURY - ARAB FEATURE NARRATIVE COMPETITION

Eyad Nassar
Actor
Jordan

Eyad Nassar is a highly acclaimed and versatile actor,
renowned for his captivating performance in film and
television. With remarkable range and magnetic on-
screen presence, he has established himself as a
standout talent in the industry. Eyad Nassar was born
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia in 1971, raised in Amman, Jordan, and is
currently based in Cairo, Egypt. His breakthrough came in 2010
with the TV series Al Gamaa, earning widespread praise and
award recognition. Since then, he has collaborated with esteemed
directors and actors, delivering memorable performances in a
diverse array of projects. His notable films include Fork & Knife,
Blue Elephant 2, Casablanca, Dimond Dust, The Green Door,
and Mousa and he has also made an impact on television with
appearances in acclaimed series like Al Gamaa, Wesh w Dahr,
Moga Harrah, Haza Al Massaa. With his exceptional talent,
dedication, and philanthropic efforts, Eyad Nassar remains an
influential figure in the entertainment industry.

Raja Amari
Film Director & Script Writer
Tunisia

Raja Amari was born in Tunis, Tunisia. Her first
feature film Satin Rouge (2002), premiered at Berlin
International Film Festival, won numerous awards,
and was acclaimed by the public and the press.
Her second film Buried Secrets was presented in
the Official selection of the 66th Venice Film Festival and was
screened at the MoMA (Museum of Modern Art NY), amongst
other Film Festivals. In 2014 she directed Tunisian Spring, for Arte
Television. She has been a Jury Member at several international
festivals such as Venice Film Festival and Locarno International
Film Festival. In 2020 she was appointed president of the jury of
the Gan foundation for cinema (France). She is a cinema teacher
and juror at La Fémis (Paris) She is a member of the Academy of
Motion Pictures of Arts and Sciences (Oscars).
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JURY - ARAB FEATURE
DOCUMENTARY COMPETITION
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Eyad Hamam
Editor
Jordan

Eyad has worked in the Jordanian film, documentary
and online media industries for over 15 years. He was
a partner and producer with Aramram webTV for 8 of
those years as part of a team that produced political
and economic content that instigated online and
offline debate and engagement across the board, from the average
Jordanian to the highest political circles. Since leaving Aramram,
he has been a freelancer in the local film industry, both onset as
a DIT, and in post-production as a video editor. He has edited
several award-winning documentaries, as well as Jordanian films
and series including the netflix series Al Rawabi School for Girls
and the feature film The Alleys. Eyad loves music of all kinds but
will always find his way back to hard rock and progressive metal.
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Monika Borgmann
Filmmaker, Journalist & Author
Germany - Lebanon

Monika Borgmann is a German-Lebanese filmmaker,
journalist, and author. In 2001, Borgmann co-founded
UMAM Productions with Lokman Slim, focusing on
documentary filmmaking. Together, they directed
the acclaimed documentary Massaker (2004),
shedding light on the Sabra and Shatila massacre. The film
received international recognition, including the Fipresci Prize
at the 2005 Berlinale Film Festival. Recognizing the absence of
a central archive and national library in Lebanon, Borgmann and
Slim established UMAM Documentation and Research (UMAM
D&R) in 2005, dedicated to preserving Lebanon's cultural heritage
and history, particularly related to civil violence and the collective
memory of the Lebanese civil war. Borgmann is also the author
of Said Mekbel, une mort a la lettre (2008), based on interviews
with the assassinated Algerian journalist Said Mekbel. Borgman's
contributions to documentary filmmaking and cultural preservation
have made a significant impact, addressing Lebanon'’s history and
social issues.

Nezar Andary
Filmmaker, Scholar & Film Curator
Lebanon - United Arab Emirates

Dr. Nezar Andary is filmmaker, scholar, and film
curator. His award-winning film, Unlocking Doors of
Cinema (2020) screened in over 20 festivals. Recently,
curated the film program Oasis (Paradox) for 2022 as
the artistic director of the Al Sidr Environmental Film
Festival. He is widely published and currently co-edits a books
series for Palgrave entitled Focus on Arab Cinema. Until 2020,
he taught literature and humanities at Zayed University in Abu
Dhabi where he was a Dean of Research and Outreach. In UAE,
he directed a documentary theatre play, entitled Memories of
Childhood (2017). Currently, he is writing two film projects entitled
No Barking and The Guilt Project. Also, he continues as creative
executive and head mentor for Arab Film Studio documentary
program helping produce over 20 short films.
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Actress, Director & Producer
Tunisia

Tunisian actress, director and producer Afef Ben
Mahmoud dashed into a rich artistic career from an
early age, initially as a dancer and then as an actress
through numerous television, theater and films.
She held lead roles under major Tunisian directors,
including Nouri Bouzid's Making Of and lately in Streams by Mehdi
Hmili, receiving awards for Best Actress at the Cairo International
Film Festival in 2021, then at Vues d'Afrique and at Plurielles in
2023. Recently Afef created Mésanges Films and produced
Bouzid's latest film, The Scarecrows, in which she also plays a lead
role. The film had its world premiere in the official selection at the
2019 Venice Film Festival. Afef is currently in post-production of
her first feature, Backstage co-directed with Khalil Benkirane and
in which she plays a lead role. Afef obtained Master's in Economics
and Management, in Directing and Screenwriting followed by a
MAS in Image Design.
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Darin J. Sallam
Writer & Director
Jordan

Darin J. Sallam is an award-winning Jordanian writer
and director. She is also co-founder & managing
partner at the Amman-based production company
TaleBox. Her critically acclaimed debut feature film
Farha (2021) had its world premiere at the 46th Toronto
International Film Festival, won 12 awards to date from international
film festivals and started streaming in December 2022 on Netflix
worldwide. Farha was also selected as Jordan's entry in the
International Feature Film category at the g5th Academy Awards
(Oscars) in 2023 and achieved a historic first win for Jordan by
receiving the Best Youth Film award at the 15th Asia Pacific Screen
Awards (APSA), known as “the Asian Oscars’, making Sallam the
first Jordanian director ever to be awarded an APSA. More recently,
Sallam was named among Variety's Impactful International
Women of 2023 and received the IMEU (Institute of Middle East
Understanding) Storyteller Award 2023.

Yumna Marwan
Actress
Lebanon

Yumna Marwan is a film and TV actress and aspiring
director born in Lebanon. She spent her childhood
in Beirut and her teenage years in Ames, lowa. She
took part in her first feature film The Valley by writer/
director Ghassan Salhab in 2013. Since then, she
has taken up roles with directors from all over the Arab world.
Her first English-speaking main role was for Sky Atlantic's Little
Birds mini-series, released in 2020. Ms. Marwan has written and
directed projects of her own, recently receiving an AFAC grant to
pursue her latest short film. Her most recent project was a main
role alongside American actress Elisabeth Moss in a limited series
produced by FX studios/Disney.
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JURY
FIPRESCI AWARD

Henda Haouala
Lecturer in Audiovisual Techniques & Cinema
Tunisia

Henda Haouala is a lecturer in Audiovisual Techniques
and Cinema at the Higher Institute of Multimedia Arts
at Manouba University in Tunisia. Haouala is a Doctor
in Science and Techniques of the Arts. She is the
author of the books “Les Tunisiennes font leur cinéma”
(Tunisian female directors “act” their own films) published in 2023
and “Aesthetics of the documentary, post-revolution Tunisian
cinema" published in 2017. She has participated in collective
works published in France and Spain. She was artistic director of
the Tozeur international film festival (2019) and Manarat (2022) and
a member of the artistic committee of the Carthage Film Festival
(2015/2016/2020). She has been a jury member in several film
festivals in Tunisia and abroad. From 2012 to 2021, Haouala was a
film script consultant at the Doha Film Institute.
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Mohamed Tarek

Film Critic, Festival Programmer & Arts Manager
Egypt

Mohamed Tarek is an Egyptian film critic, festival pro-
grammer, and arts manager based between Cairo
and Dublin. Tarek works as a deputy artistic director
for Cairo International Film Festival, short films pro-
grammer at Dublin International Film Festival, and
a programmer at Manssat Film Festival. In addition, he works as
Cinema for Development Project Manager at EL Nahda Associa-
tion (Jesuit Cairo), Selection Committee member at Durban Film
Content Shop, Consultant at Medfest Egypt and Goethe Institute
Cairo. Tarek is an Alumnus of Beirut Locarno Industry Academy
and Durban Talents, and he was selected to serve at various juries
such as DOK Leipzig and Luxor African film festival FIPRESCI ju-
ries, as well as the Arab Cinema Center Jury for best European film.

Schayan Riaz
Journalist
Germany

Schayan Riaz is a journalist from Berlin, and currently
residing in Hamburg. His work has appeared in various
international publications such as the Berliner Zeitung
am Wochenende, Qantara.de, i-D Germany, VICE Ger-
many, The Express Tribune, Dawn Pakistan and oth-
ers. In his articles, reviews and interviews he has mainly focused
on film and literature. As a junior producer, he has also worked for
German film production company Schiwago Film and helped pro-
duce several TV films for the German channel ZDF. He has been a
VDFK and FIPRESCI member since 2018 and is currently the Proj-
ect Director of the Center for International Cultural Education at
the Goethe institute, Hamburg. He participated as a member in
the past FIPRESCI juries: Berlinale 2020, Mannheim-Heidelberg
(IFFMH) 2020.
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Be The Center
of Attention

Better position your brand at the Edgo Atrium in the heart of Amman. Live, work and play in the
bustling Abdali district with the Edgo Atfrium as home to your business. The Edgo Atrium offers
commercial and retail space with state-of-the-art security technology and frictionless tenant
experiences and is one of a few commercial buildings in Jordan to be awarded gold LEED
cerlification for offering a green and sustainable working environment.

Contact us today to explore a selection of dynamic, modern retall and office spaces guaranteed
to exceed your expectations.
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Gold cerlificate 24-hour High tech 7 office & retall loors | | SkyGarden open air
for sustainability reception staff with 4 underground terrace with BBG

Contact us:

info@abdali-atrium.com q

1 Rafig Al-Hariri Avenue, Abdali,
Amman, Jordan

www.abdali-atrium.com
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FIRST & LATEST:
A Discussion with Mal Masri
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This non-competitive section presents accomplished
and renowned filmmakers, offering a closer look
at their work and at how their filmmaking style has
evolved over the years.

ULlofAAg rou_biQ_Q_jLn Ol p1é by o oA )
roaugl i od Wil oleg peallocl e cg Al nl g
iy o ule

38



Mai Masri, representative of Palestinian-Lebanese
auteur cinema, is our guest for AIFF's fourth edition.
She will take us on a journey starting with her very first
film, visiting some of the experiences that influenced
her cinematic language and ending with her latest
production. The director will share her knowledge,
expertise, and lessons learnt along the way, while
analyzing how challenges have helped her mature as
a director.

Mai Masri is a Palestinian filmmaker who was born in
Amman. She founded Nour Productions with her late
husband, Jean Chamoun, and directed and produced
over 18 films, which were screened worldwide and won
over 90 awards.

Masri is @ member of the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences. She is internationally known for her
documentary work. Her solo directorial journey began
with the film “Children of Fire" (1990) and continued to
include films like "Hanan Ashrawi: \Woman for Her Time"
(1995), “Children of Shatila" (1998), “Frontiers of Dreams
and Fears" (2001), “Beirut Diaries" (2006), “33 Days" (2007).
Her latest film was released in 2021 “Beirut: Eye of the
Storm". Her debut feature film “3000 Nights" premiered
at Toronto International Film Festival and represented
Jordan at the Academy Awards for Foreign Language
Film (2015).

Masri co-directed with her late husband filmmaker, Jean
Chamoun : “Under the Rubble" (1983), “Wild Flowers"
(1986), “War Generation - Beirut" (1988), “Suspended
Dreams” (1992), and produced: “In the Shadows of the
City" (2000), “Hostage of Time" (1994), “Women Beyond
Borders" (2004), "Yearning of the Laurel' (2007), and
‘Lanterns of Memory" (2009).
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A GAZA WEEKEND

Director Basil Khalil

Palestine | Arabic (Palestinian Dialect), Hebrew and English

English Subtitles | Comedy | 2022 | 18+ | go min

Israel is cut off from the rest of the world after the outbreak
of a deadly virus. Gaza is the safest place now, and Israelis
are desperately trying to seek refuge there, including British
journalist Michael and his Israeli girlfriend Keren. The couple
pay a pair of smugglers to transport them out, via Gaza.
However, they find themselves stuck in a basement in Gaza,
with Hamas on their trail, and their lives in the hands of hapless
Palestinian market traders Emad and Waleed, and Waleed's
long-suffering but resourceful wife Nuhad.

Awards: Winner FIPRESCI Prize - Toronto International Film Festival 2022

Director's Biography

Academy Award & Palme d'Or nominated writer and director Basil
Khalil was born and raised in Nazareth, to a Palestinian father and
British-Irish mother. After studying for an MA at Screen Academy
Scotland, in Edinburgh, Basil worked on a number of television
productions in London. His first short film Ave Maria (2015)
premiered in official selection at the Cannes Film Festival, then
went on to receive an Oscar nomination and screen at over 250
film festivals, winning several awards. The film was described by
the New York Times as; «The Middle Eastern answer to “Curb Your
Enthusiasm”. A Gaza Weekend is his first feature that he's been
developing since 2009.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Basil Khalil, the film's director.
Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Adam Bakri, Maria Zreik,
Mouna Hawa, Loai Noufi

Screenplay: Daniel Ka-Chun Chan, Basil Khalil

Cinematography: Eric Raphael Mizrahi,
Lasse Ulvedal Tolboll

Editing: Victoria Boydell, Shahnaz Dulaimy

Production: Alcove Entertainment,
British Film Institute (BF), Film 4
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The Royal Film Commission - Jordan (RFC) is a public institution, with administrative and
financial autonomy, established in 2003 with a mandate to promote for and contribute to
the development ofan internationally competitive Jordanian audio-visual industry. The RFC

organizes training workshops, screenings and provides production support services. www.film. jo
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A SUMMER IN BOUJAD

Director Omar Mouldouira

Morocco, France, Belgium | Arabic (Moroccan Dialect)

English Subtitles | Drama | 2022 | 13+ | 80 min

In the summer of 1986, haunted by the death of his mother,
13-year-old Karim returns to spend the holidays with his
stepfamily in Boujad, a small town in Morocco. Karim follows
his father Messaoud who agrees, in exchange for a government
cheque after 20 years in a factory, to leave France for good.
Feeling rejected by his father who has rebuilt his life, Karim
tries by all means to earn back his love. But the « little Frenchy
» struggles to fit in with his new family and the local kids, until
he meets a mysterious outsider, Mehdi..

Director's Biography

Omar Mouldouira was born in Paris in 1973, in 1999 from FEMIS
French Film school with a degree in sound engineering. He
became a member for the selection committees of feature films
for the French National Center of Cinematography. Since 2004, he
has been teaching audiovisual techniques, screenplay writing and
directing in several film schools in France and Morocco. He has
written and directed several short films that received awards in
numerous film festivals and were also broadcasted on European
and Moroccan television. After directing a documentary for Arte
TV, he made his first feature film: A SUMMER IN BOUJAD.

Jordanian Premiére
Cast: Yasser Kazzouz, Ahmed EL Malkoni,
Laila Fadili, Hatim Saddiki

Production: Awman Productions,
Blackboat Pictures, Whiteboat Pictures

Screenplay: Omar Mouldouira
Cinematography: Jean-Marc Selva

Editing: Omar Mouldouira,
Michel Klochendler
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ALAM

Director Firas Khoury

France, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, Qatar, Palestine
Arabic (Palestinian Dialect) and Hebrew | English Subtitles
Drama | 2022 [ 18+ [ 104 min

Tamer is a 17-year-old Palestinian high school student whose
identity is riddled with contradictions. Like his pals, Shekel and
Rida, he is a carefree middle-class young man who obeys his
parents and avoids politics. One day, his world turns upside
down when a confident, spunky, and politically active new
student named Maysaa' enters his life. As he approaches
her, he progressively transforms under her influence, becom-
ing more interested in politics and daring to examine his own
life with a critical eye. To earn a place in her heart, he goes to
great lengths and joins his friends in a risky operation. Will he
change once and for all or revert to his former self?

Awards: Best debut director & NETPAC Award for best Asian film
International Film Festival of Kerala

Director’s Biography

Firas Khoury is a Palestinian scriptwriter and director who holds a
Bachelor of Arts degree in cinema. Khoury's filmography includes
several short films, including the award-winning Seven Days in
Deir Bulus (2007) and Yellow Mums (2010). In 2019, he directed Ma-
radona’'s Legs, a short film that received the Robert Bosch Stiftung
Film Prize as well as Medienboard Berlin-Brandenburg's support.
The film was screened at the Palm Springs International Film Fes-
tival. Khoury is a co-founder of Group Falastinema, which organiz-
es film workshops and screenings across Palestine. He also holds
regular workshops with the Doha Film Institute.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Firas Khoury.

Jordanian Premiére )
Cast: Mahmood Bakri, Sereen Khass,

Saleh Bakri, Mohammad Karaki, Ahmed
Zaghmouri, Muhammad Abed Elrahman

Screenplay: Firas Khoury
Cinematography: Frida Marzouk

Editing: Nadia Ben Rachid Production: MPM Films - Paprika Films -

Philistine Films
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ASHKAL

Director Youssef Chebbi

Tunisia, France | Arabic (Tunisian Dialect) | English Subtitles

Thriller | 2022 | 18+ | 92 min

In the Gardens of Carthage, a district of Tunis initiated by the
former Regime which construction stopped at the beginning
of the Revolution, two cops, Fatma and Batal, find a burnt body
in one of the lots. As construction slowly resumes, they start
looking into this mysterious case. When the event repeats
itself, the investigation takes a puzzling turn.

Awards: Golden Antigone Award - Cinemed, Mediterranean Film Festival
Montpellier 2022

Director's Biography

Youssef Chebbi was born in Tunisia in 1984. After studying art,
he directed two short films, Vers le Nord and Les Profondeurs
selected in several international festivals. In 2012 he codirected
a documentary Babylon which won the Jury Prize at the FID of
Marseille and was presented at MoMA. Ashkal is his first feature.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Fatma Oussaifi, the lead actress.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Fatma Oussaifi, Mohamed Houcine
Grayaa, Rami Harrabi
Production: SUPERNOVA FILMS in

coproduction with BLAST FILM (Tunisia)
and PCETIK FILM (France)

Screenplay: Youssef Chebbi & Francois-
Michel Allegrini

Cinematography: Hazem Berrabah
Editing: Valentin Feron
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HANGING GARDENS

Director Ahmed Yassin Al Daradji

Iraq , Palestine , Egypt , UK and Saudi Arabia
Arabic (Iraqi Dialect) \ English Subtitles | Drama | 2022
18+ /107 min

As'ad and Taha barely scrape a living as rubbish pickers
in ‘Hanging Gardens-' the local nickname for Baghdad's
smouldering dumps- yet they make the most of what they
have. One day, As'ad discovers an American sex doll. When
he brings the taboo item home and presents her as a thing
of beauty, Taha assaults his little brother for ruining their
reputation. Little they know, their whole life will change
because of this doll.

Awards: Best Film - Red Sea Film Festival 2022

Director’s Biography

Iraqi Director, Ahmed Yassin is a Berlinale Talents and London Film
school alumnus. His MA graduation film Children of God (2013)
won the Fipresci Award for best Arab short in Dubai Film Festival
and best Live Action Short in Seoul Guro. UK-based Stray (2016)
premiered in Uub competition at London Short Film Festival and
toured internationally. His debut feature, Hanging Gardens, won
the Jury of La Biennale di Venezia Prize at Final Cut (2021).

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Ahmad Yassin Al Daradji,
the film's director.

Jordanian Premiére . B
Cast: Diyaa as Taha , Jawad Al Shakarji

as Al Haji , Hussain Muhammad Jalil as
As'ad and Akram Mazen Ali as Amir

Screenplay: Ahmed Yassin , Margaret Glover
Cinematography: Duraid Munajim

Editing: Kamal ELl Mallakh Production: Huda Al Kadhimi - Ishtar Iraq
Film Production Margaret Glover May
Odeh - ODEH FILMS
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MOTHER VALLEY

Director Carlos Chahine

Lebanon, France | Arabic, French | English Subtitles | Drama
202218+/83 min

Lebanon, 1958. A civil war rages. A young mother and model
wife, Layla, spends the summer with her family in a remote
village in the Christian mountains. It's wedding season but
her two younger sisters, Eva and Nada, have no desire to
follow in Layla's footsteps by accepting an arranged marriage
organized by their father, a broke feudal aristocrat. This
summer, an encounter with a French guy and his mother
opens Layla's eyes on her condition as a woman living in a
patriarchal society, where female fates are decided by men -
fathers, husbands, and even sons. For the first time ever, Layla
suddenly stifles.

Awards: Saad Eldin Wahba Award for Best Arabic Film -
Cairo International Film Festival 2022

Director's Biography

Born in Lebanon, Carlos Chahine left for France in 1975 because of
the war. After obtaining a dental surgery diploma, Carlos enlisted
in the ENSAD, (acting session), of the TNS, the National Theater
of Strasbourg. He came back to Lebanon after an encounter
with the director Ghassan Salhab, acting in three of his movies.
In 2008 Carlos wrote, directed and acted in The North Road, his
first short film that won several international awards. He also shot
a documentary/essay, Chekhov in Beirut, and a short film, The
Gambler's Son. Mother Valley, is his first feature.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Carlos Chahine, the film's director
and Marilyne Naaman, the film's lead actress.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Marilyne Naaman, Antoine Merheb
Harb, Nathalie Baye, Pierre Rochefort,
Talal Jurdi

Production: Hannah Taieb, Chantal
Fischer, Sabine Sidawi

Screenplay: Carlos Chahine & Tristan Benoit
Cinematography: Thomas Bataille
Editing: Gladys Joujou
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QUEENS

Director Yasmine Benkiran

France, Morocco | Arabic (Moroccan Dialect)

English Subtitles | Drama | 2022 | 16+ | 83 min

Casablanca, Morocco. A trio of women, with the police on
their tail, embarks on a long escape that takes them across
the rugged red terrain and flower-filled valleys of the Atlas to

finally reach the Atlantic coast.

Director’s Biography

Yasmine Benkiran is a film director and a screenwriter. She studied
philosophy and communication sciences in Paris and made her
first experiences in Buenos Aires, San Francisco and London before
entering French national film school La Femis in the screenwriting
workshop (L'atelier scenario). Yasmine writes for both television and
cinema. She also wrote two books about Morocco and a historical
series of podcasts about Alice Guy, the world's first female direc-
tor. In 2018, she directed the short film, Winter Time (Tangier IFF,
Off-courts Trouville). QUEENS, her debut feature film premiered at
Venice Film Festival 2022 (International Film Critics' Week).

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Yasmine Benkirani, the film's director.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Yasmine Benkiran

Cinematography: Pierre Aim Rayhan Guaran
Editing: Julie Léna Production: Amelie Jacquis, Jean Des
Foréts
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RAT HOLE

Director Mohammed El-Samman

Egypt | Arabic (Egyptian Dialect) | English Subtitles
Drama | 2023 | 13+ | 95 min

Rat Hole follows the life of a telemarketer of a nonprofit
organization over the course of a day as she bounces from call
to call in an attempt to amass enough donations to appease
her manager, who agreed to lend her some money to relocate
to a neighborhood with better living standards if she hits her
quota.

Director's Biography

Egyptian writer and director Mohammed El-Samman is a member
of the Egyptian Cinema Syndicate's Directing Department who
released two highly-acclaimed novels — Unexpected MR. RIGHT
and Remonda. His latest accomplishments include winning
Best Script for Earthmen at the 2022 Sawiris Cultural Award and
releasing the feature film Rat Hole in 2023.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Mohammed El-Samman,
the film's director.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Rana Khattab, Mohamed Yorka,
Kamal El-Asnawy, Hanan Helmy

Screenplay: Mohammed El-Samman
Cinematography: Mahmoud ELl-Namr

Editing: Wael Arbab Production: Mohammed El-Samman
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THE LAST QUEEN

Director Adila Bendimerad, Damien Ounouri

Algeria, Taiwan, France, Saudi Arabia, Qatar | Arabic (Algerian
Dialect), Berber, Corsican, Serbo-Croatian, Finnish, Sabir

Historical Drama | 2022 | 16+ | 110 min

Algeria, 1516. The pirate Aruj Barbarossa frees Algiers from the
tyranny of the Spanish and seizes power over the kingdom.
Rumor has it he murdered the King Salim Toumi, despite their
alliance. Against all odds, one woman will stand up to him:
Queen Zaphira. Between history and legend, this woman's
journey tells of a struggle, of personal and political turmoil
endured for the sake of Algiers.

Director’s Biography

Adila Bendimerad is an Algerian actress, scriptwriter, director and
producer. In 2011, the actress of The Repentant, The Rooftops, Normal
by Merzak Allouache, and Still Burning by Georges Hachem, created
the company TAJ INTAJ in Algiers to promote young Algerian talent.
Her production of The Days Before, (2013) by Karim Moussaoui received
worldwide acclaim, from Locarno Film Festival to her nomination for
a César. She produced The Last Queen, which she co-wrote and co-
directed with Ounouri and in which she also takes on the lead role.

Damien Ounouri is an Algerian director. He studied cinema theory,
developing its practical application as a self-taught skill. His
documentary Fidai (2012), co-produced by the Chinese director Jia
Zhang-Ke, had its premiere at the Toronto TIFF and was shown in
cinemas throughout France. His medium-length film Kindil EL Bahr
(2016) had its premiere at Cannes Directors' Fortnight and was broadcast
on ARTE. He is also an Associate Producer for TAJ INTAJ (Algeria). The
Last Queen is his first full-length feature film.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Imen Noel, an actress in the film.

Jordanian Premiére . . .
Cast: Adila Bendimerad, Dali Benssalah,

Tahar Zaoui, Imen Noel, Nadia
Tereszkiewicz

Screenplay: Adila Bendimerad & Damien
Ounouri

Cinematography: Shadi Chaaban
Editing: Matthieu Laclau, Yann-shan tsai
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ANXIOUS IN BEIRUT

Director Zakaria Jaber

Jordan, Lebanon, Spain, Qatar | Arabic (Lebanese Dialect)

English Subtitles \ Documentary \ 2023 |18+ | 93 minutes

In the ever-present desire to capture, record, and understand
Beirut, and by extension himself, Zakaria has been trying to give
a coherent story to his city. It is through the intersectionality
between the general & the personal, the public & private, the
old & young, that we are able to answer: why are we anxious
in Beirut?

Awards: Golden Goblet - Best Documentary
Shanghai International Film Festival 2023

Director’s Biography

Zakaria Jaber is a multi-talented director, photographer and
videographer with a commitment to master visual storytelling,
editing, and writing. On the 17th of October 2019, as Zakaria was
covering the first protests that led to the recent Lebanese revolution
he captured one of the most famous photographs that was spread
nation-wide and internationally over social media platforms, online
and in print publications. Anxious in Beirut is his first documentary
where he establishes himself as an accomplished director capable
of delivering compelling and impactful visual narratives. The film
won the best documentary award in Shanghai Film festival.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Zakaria Jaber, the film's director
and Jumana Saadeh, the film's producer.

Arab Premiére

Cinematography: Zakaria Jaber & Ahmad Production: Jumana Saadeh

Trabulsi
Editing: Zakaria Jaber
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BAGHDAD ON FIRE

Director Karrar Al-Azzawi

Iraq, Norway | Arabic | English Subtitles

Documentary \ 2023 |16+ | 60 minutes

19-year-old Tiba and her friends fight for democracy in Iraq.
Together with Khader and Yousif, she has started a medical
team that helps the brave young protesters when they have
been bathed in tear gas yet again. Tiba has left the forced
marriage she ended up in at 14 and is also fighting for the rights
of other women. ‘Baghdad On Fire' is an energetic account
from inside the demonstrations and of the new Iraqi youth. A
story full of hope, faith, courage and joy, it is also a story full of
pain and the cost that courage and the fight for freedom will
always have.

Awards: Nominated for the FACT:AWARD at CPH:DOX as well as
DOK horizonte Competition at DOK fest Mlinchen

Director's Biography

Karrar Al-Azzawi is an Iraqgi filmmaker. He graduated from
the Norwegian TV School, at the Inland Norway University of
Applied Sciences in Lillehammer, with BFA in Film Directing. He
works as an independent film director, and is currently working
with Integral Film and High & Low AS. “Baghdad on Fire" is Al-
Azzawi's international debut film which had its world premiere at
CPH.DOX 2023 and was nominated for the FACT.AWARD as well
as DOK horizonte Competition at DOK fest Mlnchen. And the film
was shown at NRK, DRTV, and Aftenposten TV. In addition, he is
working on the documentary film called “Dreaming Souls"

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Karrar Al-Azzawi, the film's director.

Arab Premiére

Production: Integral Film, Jorgen
Lorentzen and Nefise Ozkal Lorentzen

Cinematography: Hussien Monaf, Basher
Salman, Mohammed Aziz

Editing: Morten Haslerud
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BROKEN MIRRORS

Director Othmane Saadouni

Morocco, France | Arabic (Darija Moroccan Dialect), French
Arabic, English, French Subititles \ Documentary | 2022 |13+

67 minutes

By tracing the work of developing a new choreographic show
by choreographer Bouziane Boutildja, the film sheds light on
the dancers' questions about identity. It traces their personal
stories and their struggles with their families to accept the
profession of contemporary dance and hip-hop dance in a
conservative Moroccan society that believes in traditional jobs
and stability.

Awards: Special Jury mention -
International festival of African films khouribga 2022

Director’s Biography

With a background in dancing and after two years studying
computer science, Othmane Saadouni decided to enroll in the
Higher School of Visual Arts in Marrakech. He accumulated many
artistic and creative residencies with international choreographers
and dance companies while maintaining his association with
cinema where he worked as the first assistant director in short films
and directed many videos for young rappers in his hometown. In
2019, he established his own production company, OS STUDIO, to
produce and direct film projects. Immediately after that he worked
on his first feature-length documentary Broken Mirrors.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Othmane Saadouni, the film's director.
Arab Premiére

Production: OS STUDIO, Cilles Rondot,
Compagnie dans6T

Cinematography: Anas Sahnoun
Editing: Issam Chahbouni
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FRAGMENTS FROM HEAVEN

Director Adnane Baraka

Morocco | Arabic (Moroccan Dialect), Amizigh, French
English Subtitles \ Documentary \ 2023 \ 13+ \ 84 minutes

Searching for stones in the vastness of the Moroccan desert
may seem absurd, unless these stones are celestial and have
the power to change the lives of those who find them. That's
the story of Mohamed (a nomad), Abderrahmane (a scientist),
and other bedouins. They all search for the same stone, but
each one has his own reasons.

Director's Biography

Adnane Baraka (1987), a Moroccan independent filmmaker born
and lives in Marrakech. After studying at ESAV film school in
Marrakech/Morocco, Adnane graduated in directing in 2011. In
2010, he directed his first short documentary Talbanine, awarded
in FIFE Casablanca. Fragments from heaven, his feature debut, is
a film that Adnane has been working on for 8 years. He is also a
musician, researching in acoustic and synthetic sounds through
InCave and SENT projects.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Adnane Baraka, the film's director.

Jordanian Premiére

Production: Alpha Ursae Minoris
Productions (Maroc) - Adnane Baraka,
JPL Productions (France) - Jean-Pierre
Lagrange

Cinematography: Adnane Baraka
Editing: Carine Germain, Adnane Baraka
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HEROIC BODIES

Director Sara Suliman

Sudan | Arabic (Sudanese Dialect) | English Subtitles

Documentary | 2022 | 16+ | 95 minutes

“Heroic Bodies" explores the various forms of the Sudanese
Women's struggle and resistance to take back their God-given
rights to their bodies as wellas establish their rights of existence
in their societies and communities. Through utilizing body
politics techniques in political resistance, demonstrations, civil
disobedience, and hunger strikes, they expose themselves to
imprisonment and torture. Their revolution is reflected in their
pursuit of the right to Education, enrolment in scientific training,
in Public Health and Midwifery, breaking the social norms by
becoming artists and Entertainers, as well as embracing a
Matriarchal Religion of women worship like “Zar".

Awards: Audience Award (Malmo Arab Film Festival) & selected in
“Frontlight section” IDFA

Director’s Biography

Sara Suleiman is a UK-based Sudanese Filmmaker. She is the
founder of "Fenti (Dates in Nubian Dialect) Productions” an
Independent Film Production House. Her first feature film Heroic
Bodies had its world premiere in IDFA (2022) and was selected in
the "Frontlight” section. It's the first Sudanese feature film to be
selected in a section in the history of IDFA. The film also won the
Audience Award in Malmo Arab Film Festival 2023.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Sara Suliman, the film's director.
Jordanian Premiére

Editing: Emad Maher
Production: Fenti Productions

Cinematography: Mohamed Adlan, Muaz
Osman, Masour Omer, Salah Nasser, Kalid
Awad, Ladan Anoushfar, Mohamed Subhi,
Faris Mohamedin
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I'M COMING HOME

Director Yassine Redissi

Tunisia | Arabic, French | English, French Subtitles

Documentary \ 2023 \ 13+ \ 92 minutes

When young people follow in the footsteps of an old exiled
Tunisian Jewish singer, with whom they try to rehabilitate the
forgotten discography, entirely dedicated to the love of his
native country. Through the extraordinary journey of Henri
Tibi - alternately swimming and table tennis champion, then
talented singer and photographer - Slim and Yassine discover
the story of a fantasized, open, multi-confessional Tunisia.
A musical puzzle that takes us from Tunis to Besancon via
Paris, to remind us that not so long ago, another way of living
together was possible...

Awards: Best Director Berlin Independent Film Festival 2022
Best Documentary Master International Film Festival

Director's Biography

Born in Tunis on January 3, 1988, Yassine Redissi is a Franco-
Tunisian journalist, screenwriter, producer, radio/TV presenter
and director. He is also the founder of the alternative media 66KIF.
From digital to cinema and TV. In 2013, he co-directed his first
short documentary entitled Born in Spring, selected at the 4th
Meeting of Film Directors in Tunis, as well as at the Tunisian Short
Film Nights in Paris. Since March 2016, he has been working on the
direction and production of his first feature-length documentary,
I'm Coming Home.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Yassine Redissi, the film's director.

Jordanian Premiére

Production: 66KIF STUDIO,
GOUBANTINI CINEMA

Cinematography: Ramzi Ben Fraj
Editing: Yassine Redlissi, Hafedh Laridhi
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LYD

Director Rami Younis, Sarah Ema Friedland

Palestine, UK, USA | Arabic (Palestinian Dialect)
English Subtitles \ Documentary \ 2023 | 16+ | 78 min

A sci-fi documentary that follows the rise and fall of Lyd — a
5.000-year-old metropolis that was once a bustling Palestinian
town until it was conquered when the State of Israel was
established in 1948. As the film unfolds, a chorus of characters
creates a tapestry of the Palestinian experience of this city and
the trauma left by the massacre and expulsion.

Director’s Biography

Rami Younis is a Palestinian filmmaker, writer, and journalist from Lyd.
Younis currently hosts a daily news show called ‘On the Other Hand'
where he exposes fake news and counters misinformation about
Israeli Palestinian residents, and he was also a 20-2019 Harvard Divinity
School Fellow. He worked as a parliamentary consultant and media
spokesperson for Palestinian Knesset member Haneen Zoabi and is
co-founder and manager of the first-ever Palestine Music Expo, which
linked the local Palestinian music community to the global industry.

Sarah Ema Friedland is a New York-based documentary filmmaker and
media artist. Friedland's works have screened widely in the US and. Her
work has been supported by grants and fellowships from the Jerome
Foundation, the Paul Newman Foundation, the Ford Foundation,
NYSCA, the LABA House of Study, The Palestinian American Research
Center, and the MacDowell Colony. She is also a recipient of the 2014
Paul Robeson Award from the Newark Museum and was nominated for
a New York Emmy. Friedland is the Director of the MDOCS Storyteller's
Institute at Skidmore.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session withRami Younis and Sarah Ema Fried-
land, the film's directors.

World Premiére

Production: Cocoon Films
Perinspire LLC

Cinematography: Sarah Ema Friedland
Editing: Eyas Salman
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THE TEDIOUS TOUR OF M

Director Hend Bakr

Egypt | Arabic (Egyptian dialect) | English Subtitles

Documentary \ 2023 \ 13+ \ 76 minutes

Hend approaches the long forgotten, but much respected,
novelist Mohamed Hafez Ragab in his simple apartment where
he decided to seclude himself in the eighties. A filmmaker and
a poet herself, she is intrigued by the fact that Hafez decided
to voluntarily end his career at the peak, as he did not fit in
white-collar society of writers in the metropolis. Hend insists
on investigating the reason behind this radical change in the
path, to find out that there is a huge secret and that Ragab
believes that he is doomed to never write again.

Awards: Special mention from the Feature Films Jury, Gabes Cinema
Fen, Gabes, Tunisia

Director's Biography

Hend Bakr studied Arabic language in the Faculty of Islamic studies,
Al Azhar University. She studied filmmaking in the Jesuits Cultural
Center in Alexandria and later co-founded Rufy's Films. In 2013
she co-directed and co-produced The Mice Room, an omnibus
feature-length film that was officially selected in international
film festivals in Dubai, S&o Paulo, Tetouan among others. She's
currently working on her second feature documentary In the
Shade of a Castle that was selected for the Ateliers de Tetouan in
the Tetouan Mediterranean Film Festival. The Tedious Tour of M. is
Hend's first feature documentary.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Hend Bakr, the film’s director..

Jordanian Premiére

Production: Hend Bakr,
Mohamad El-Hadidi, Ahmed
Nabil

Cinematography: Tamer Nady, Ahmed
Magdy Morsy

Editing: Peter Adel

AlooJl oo Wagn

Ay aid @paoll

djulail oayill | (Gupnoll daalll) dupell| pno
a8y 63V | Ik+ [ e | odslg

e pdlaguullg T ESUL 2 ola A oo LAl AUje (o A ia ) i8]
A ndllulis ool o anlgalldyain wilhJopld hneo pnyll
Jc lanpo dlje oo ayh ol ylye) G Ol ndl o 0 61 6l
VLAl 8 nios i senlgiol aid 1hJ Ala Lole (il (o Lial A io aundi
L) b ola ya ng) Lalys g l=i diilhg A oo Ao dyjain )y
.aglgjégjjg_()g_a)gd_JUbJIqUJJLUIU_CL_JQ_Jb_leGLELOIGJA_DLmMJJ
Ad il Al @)l Gla Al jga i §)lpod wil oo aliey Yluwidl a 66y oo
0g_ilg JAUI UL 2 A 6la Ao Joa ) ol pilailll ddjll o) oo

B nllgLonllg

Uigd — uild Ylajao — uala aygdi :jilgall

[JE-VIIyT

Aol wIlulwhld e g oW 2pATd noduilhgd apao f Aya ia
gl lod w d ool oVl d clin Ciw)s ) ajill dsola byl
Wl dagh JoUl Ugiall Gl Lavelio vu ~vijig e apalgua (i i
ol A8)Lioll o6 UAL € $a g U ial Uinpho 0 Go Wil
1 8Ylg Ulg_nig glolglw wlilapae b i P ple pa Ulajaol
aay b gy 1wl oo cs)lib s Al wlila g ool polel (Yo
wwli Jghall ,8ilig Laolio ala o] o e Lla Jo=i.eLii\ _1ogp
Ulg-i Ylajao Wl oping 06 wliir sa g gnd J b x6 /UyuAall
9-a @ Lloollroto AJgn . WV Lo g iyjgiy jyglnill 6j 5l jLog Ly 2ol
Joll Ughll 65l Laolo

[VEYM]] [eN) Jall yay=li
OLWL0 5320 A0alW5al Lol : gl
Jale jiy:eliigo

Jaronlisannllaeno iy aio Ul

65



8.8.88 A/A/1QAAN
Jlowl ol
Ol=Jl

ABED alc

Abedalsalam Alhaj elgtJl o\uullaice

Jordan Ul

AWAMA dolge

Mourad Kalai o=lall

Tunisia ULLiqi

BUZZ

Mohamed Fawi

Sudan

CLOSURE .

Mooney Abu Samra L gl g0

Jordan .

DINAR

Moawea Al Omari C dygleo

Jordan, France Jay\I

HAMAZA . _ .

CHASING A GHOST CHASING ME vty Laib ajUal

Ward Kayyal Jusajg

Palestine Uhaulo

HIBERNATE Gl

Houssam Hamo Q0N (0

SVE! UjgLu




IN THE LONG RUN
Yousef Assabahi
Yemen

MICROBUS
Maggie Kamal
Egypt

SAHBETY (MY GIRL FRIEND)
Kawthar Younis

Egypt

ROAD TO EL KEF
sen Kammoun
Tunisia

SO COOL
Marilyne Naaman
Lebanon

THE MOPED AND THE GOLDFINCH
Amir Bensaifi
Algeria

THE SUN SETS ON BEIRUT
Daniela Stephan
Lebanon, UK

TRINOU
Nejib Kthiri
Tunisia

\WATERMELON NIGHTS
Hasgan Sabri
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8.8.88

Director Ahmed Al-Sammar

Iraq | Arabic (Iraqi Dialect) | English Subtitles

Drama | 2022 | 16+ | 15 minutes

The film revolves around Saad, a unique individual who decides
not to join the army during the 8-year Irag-Iran war. Instead, he
escapes conscription and seeks refuge in a bookstore where
his friend Salam works. Saad remains hidden in the store's
basement for an unexpected 6 years until Salam loses contact
with him. Determined to start anew, Saad ventures out on
August 8, 1988, unaware of what will happen next.

Awards: Second Prize in the Festival of the College of Fine Arts,
University of Baghdad, Department of Cinema

Director’s Biography

Ahmed Al-Sammar, born on August 18, 1994, has a Diploma in
Office Management from the Central Technical University and a BA
in Film Directing from the University of Baghdad. He has attended
film workshops about criticism and directing. Alsamar directed
his first short film 8.8.88 which won second prize at the Faculty
of Arts Film Festival. He has also worked as a cameraman for a
documentary film and as a second assistant cameraman on the
teaser for Abraham's Journey.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Ahmad Al-Sammar, the film's director.
World Premiére

Cast: Abdullah Fairuz, Ali Mohammad
Production: Ahmed Al-Sammar, Kish
film Iraq

Screenplay: Mohammed Ali Sarhan
Cinematography: Muhannad Al-Sudani
Editing: Mohammad Kazem
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ABED

Director Abedalsalam Alhaj

Jordan | Arabic (Jordanian Dialect) | English Subtitles

Drama | 2023 | 16+ | 10 minutes

Abed is a nine-year-old child who works with his abusive
father in a restaurant. One night, he must face his extreme fear
of darkness when he is forced to buy a pack of cigarettes for

his father.

Director's Biography

Abedalsalam Alhaj completed his MFA in 2010, majoring in
cinematography and directing, and has produced and directed
several films that were screened at many international film
festivals throughout his career. Also, since 2012, Alhaj has been the
Capacity-Building Manager at Jordan's Royal Film Commission,
where he oversees educational programs for Jordanians working
in or aspiring to work in the film industry. Moreover, he has taught
filmmaking for over two years at well-known universities and
institutions in Jordan and designed a curriculum for youths and
children in filmmaking.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Abedalsalam Alhaj, the film's director.

Arab Premiére

Screenplay: Abedalsalam Alhaj
Cinematography: Ahmad Jalboush Abuagoulah, Ali Badrana
Editing: Mustafa Rasheed Production: Fireflies Films

Cast: Hisham Alomari, Mohammad
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Director Mourad Kalai > 181 alyo @raoll
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the birth of their love.
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Mourad Kalai born in Tunisia on 29/10/1983, graduated in photo
direction at the Higher School of Audiovisual and Cinema in
Gammarth in 2009. He Began his career as a series and advertising

director, and later he directed his first short film Awama in 2022. . r
Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Mourad Kalai, the film's director. L @150 (ORLB Ao Euo AubIES Auula syl &uly
Jordanian Premiéere Ul b Jolll yay=ll
Screenplay: Mourad Kalai Cast: Khaoula Slimani, Bahri Rahali, Ulie oy s1ag wdletlw dlga tiol w=LOJl Ao :quylitw
Cinematography: Ramzi Daly Hélene Katsaraz, Marwen Ariane VMo yuljliisWlgro Sio)olln gl
Editing: Mahdi Jouini Production: LINEA - ENNOUR -SKF SKF-LINEA - ENNOUR :@Uil G0 pgn :eliigo
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BUZZ

Director Mohamed Fawi

Sudan | Arabic (Sudanese dialect) | English Subtitles

Drama | 2023 \ 13+ | 20 minutes

As her health deteriorates, a mother watches her son and
daughter prepare for her inevitable passing and their new

reality.

Director's Biography

Mohamed Fawi is a Khartoum-based freelance producer, director,
and impact producer. He directed documentaries, news stories,
and video clips for SWR, BBC, Qatar Foundation, and IFA-Germany.
Furthermore, he directed Wheat Trap - a one-hour documentary
that aired on Alaraby TV in London and was featured at several
screenings and talks in Khartoum on the effectiveness of
international aid in the developing world. Additionally, Doc Society
in London and Beirut DC recently trained and chose him as a
regional trainer for the impact labs in the Arab world and North
Africa to teach the theory of social impact for films.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Mohamed Fawi, the film's director.
Jordanian Premiére
Screenplay: Mohamed Fawi, Ahmed
Shaweesh, Noura Adil Mansour, Ali Abdalgafar
Cinematography: Mansour Omer
Editing: Ahmed Shaweesh

Cast: Jasour Abuelgasim, Zahra

Production: Station Films, Fawi Films
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CLOSURE

Director Mooney Abu Samra

Jordan | Arabic (Jordanian Dialect) | English Subtitles
Drama | 2022 | 13+ | 23 minutes

In the vast expanse of the desert, a determined young
geologist finds herself stranded. She is the lone survivor of a
group of geologists on a survey mission who drowned due to
sudden rain caused by climate change. Faced with the harsh
reality of her circumstances, she sets forth on a profound and
introspective odyssey, A mysterious traveller with a turbulent
past joins her and presents a series of puzzling challenges to
inspire and motivate her. Through their shared journey, she
grapples with conflicting emotions, oscillating between the
unwavering hope of survival and an inner resistance to the
inescapable forces of fate.

Director’s Biography

Writer/Director Mooney Abu Samra embarked on her cinematic
journey in 2021. She began her career as an editor in 2016, working
with reputable production companies, television channels, and
international organizations. Abu Samra is developing her first
feature film, Desert Cargo which has received three awards in the
development category at the Amman International Film Festival.
With a strong passion for cinema, she aspires to continue creating
inspirational cinematic works that resonate with audiences and
contribute to the advancement of the Arab film industry.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Mooney Abu Samra, the film's director.
Arab Premiére

Screenplay: Mooney Abu Samra
Cinematography: Ahmad Saif
Editing: Nansy Fares

Cast: Hayat Abu Samra, Nabil AL Raee
Production: Rama Ayasra
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DINAR

Director Moawea Al Omari

Jordan, France | Arabic (Jordanian Dialect) | English Subtitles

Drama, Comedy \ 2023 | 16+ | 12 minutes

ARAB SHORT FILM COMPETITION | éjn &)l disyJl oMol & o

JUaa

Gro=ll dhgleo @10l
dyjlail donyill| (@)l daall) dupsdl | Luips 2l
a8usa 10 | N+ | P | Lolya

Hadeel, a young Palestinian refugee living in the El Hosn U L6 Uil nall oo ud Ul sl digh 1nlo 6Li6 o JJao
refugee camp in Jordan, wakes up every morning to explore Eonduyopenillaije dunhine dijroll odlradielun J5 J-o
the surroundings with her small cart. Her objective is clear w—ogdl Lajliua wiw4g Lasy Jal o jgaill 6aley d LsI wyloill

and resolute: to collect recyclable waste in order to sell it and
earn her daily dinar. This dinar is precious to her because it is
intended for a specific purpose that is close to her heart.

Director's Biography

Moawea Al Omari is a filmmaker born in Irbid. He pursued a
bachelor's degree in media - Radio and Television from Yarmouk
University and is currently completing his master's degree in
Jjournalism and media. During the “Short Narrative Film Production”
workshop, supervised by Algerian director Professor Salah Issaad
and organized by the RFC Jordan - Irbid Film Center, Moawea
wrote and directed his short narrative film Dinar. During his studies,
he also directed the short film The City of Salt as part of a course
on documentary filmmaking for radio and television.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Moawea Al Omari, the film's director.
World Premiére

Screenplay: Moawea Al Omari Cast: Hadeel Al Hindawi

ah Issaad Production: RFC, Jordan & Evidence Film
France - Tamara G. Owais

Cinematography: Sa
Editing: Clement Aseglio
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HAMZA:
CHASING A GHOST CHASING ME

Director Ward Kayyal

Palestine | Arabic (Palestinian Dialect) | English Subtitles

Drama | 2022 | 18+ | 19 minutes

Hamza is a middle-aged man who refuses to abandon a
routine he has kept since his release from Israeli jail, every
day, he goes into the woods to hunt a lion that the locals
don't believe exists. He finds refuge in his journey from social
rejection and denial. In the woods, Hamza is free to act
according to his beliefs, fighting his own battle to heal an open
wound — the trauma of losing his childhood friend, and the
horrific memories of torture and guilt.

Director’s Biography

Ward Kayyal, who is 26 years old, is a Palestinian director from
Haifa and just finished his cinematography studies degree at the
Menshar Schoolof Art, where he specialized in directing and filming.
This year, Kayyal worked on hundreds of projects and directed his
debut short film. His contemporary depiction of current political
and social themes reflects his ambition to enhance the Palestinian
cultural landscape.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Ward Kayyal, the film's director.
Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Kamel Al-Basha, Ruba Blal, Motaz
Malhes, Khoulod Basel

Production: Hiba Salameh Production

Screenplay: Majd Kayyal
Cinematography: Ashraf Dowani
Editing: Saed Andoni
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ARAB SHORT FILM COMPETITION

HIBERNATE

Director Houssam Hamo

Syria | Arabic (Syrian Dialect) | English Subtitles

Drama | 2022 | 16+ | 14 minutes

When a child spots a young woman playing the accordion
in the street, he falls under the spell of her performance and
begins chasing her from one corner to the other, driven by his
passion and fantasy of becoming a musician himself. in a place
where dreams are banned, how close could he get to making
his own a reality?

Awards: Best short film award - Cinemana film festival in Oman
Best Directing award - Cine Café film festival in Taza/Morocco

Director's Biography

Houssam Hamo is a director, screenplay writer, producer and
musician based in Latakia - Syria, born in Aleppo. He has a
Bachelor's Degree in Architecture. He began his career by
composing and playing music, and then he had a chance to
write the screenplay for his first music video, SIEGE. He had his
first experience as a director, for his second music video VOID.
Hibernate, his first short film, has been selected in 18 film festivals
around the world and won two awards.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Housam Hamo, the film’s director.
Arab Premiere

Screenplay: Houssam Hamo
Cinematography: Touma Bittar

Cast: Rayan Boubou, Farah Moussan,
Elias Nassour, Rita Al-muhammad, Abd

Editing: Touma Bittar, Houssam Hamo Massa, Nawar Alhasan, Yehya Mona

Production: Houssam Hamo
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IN THE LONG RUN

Director Yousef Assabahi

Yemen | Arabic (Yemeni Dialect) | English, Arabic Subtitles
Drama | 2022 | 13+ | 22 minutes

Set in the historical Old City, in Ibb, Yemen, In the Long Run is
built around a simple premise: burdened by the nearing arrival
of guests, a housewife sends her kid to buy bread before lunch,
but this errand soon transforms into a wondrous adventure.
As Seven-year-old Ahmed runs determinedly through the
alleyways constantly distracted by the people and events
(or perhaps non- events) around him. His journey becomes
both a delicate observation of the familial community of Ibb,
and an intimate voyage through the Old City's endangered
architecture and beautiful landscape.

Awards: Best Director - Short film Competition
Casablanca Arab FF 2023

Director’s Biography

Yousef Assabahi is a Yemeni writer and director based in Los
Angeles. His work explores the place of memory, imagination, and
work of culture in sites of ruin and exile. In 2018, he graduated from
UCLA's School of Theater, Film and Television with an emphasis on
Directing. Influenced by neorealism, his upcoming film attempts
to capture Yemeni traditions of orality and spontaneous poetics
as expressions of the self. After graduating, Assabahi participated
in the highly selective Gold Program with the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences, receiving enhancement training from
top industry professionals.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Yousef Assabahi, the film's director.
Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Noor Al-Ba'dani, Ahmed Essam
Farea', Hasan Alkebssi, Ammar Mahiob,
Ahmed sudeeh, Yahia Assamet

Screenplay: Yousef Assabahi
Cinematography: Omar Nasr

Editing: Fateh Alhaddi
Production: Rama Ayasra
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ARAB SHORT FILM COMPETITION
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MICROBUS

Director Maggie Kamal

Egypt | Arabic (Egyptian Dialect) | English Subtitles

Drama | 2022 | 18+ | 9 minutes

Nour is a 17-year-old Egyptian girl. After finishing her school
day, her brother calls to say he is running late. Nour has to take
a microbus to avoid being late for work, she approaches one
driver and asks him about his route and if there are microbuses
that can take her close to her destination. The driver confirms
and asks her to get in. After the microbus empties, Nour is left
with the driver along the desert highway. Little by little Nour
realizes the vulnerability of her situation. Not knowing that this
trip will forever change her.

Awards: Best Short Film Award/ Jury Award -
Festival de Cine Africano de Tarifa - Tarifa, Spain 2022

Director's Biography

Maggie Kamal is an Egyptian American writer, director and
producer based in NYC. She was awarded the Ostrovsky Family
Fund grant for her thesis screenplay Microbus which later won
the special judges award at City Visions. Microbus later had its
European Premiere at Clermont Ferrand International Short Film
Festival and won best short film award at Festival De Cine Africano
and was selected in Carthage Film Festival 2022 and had its US
premiere at the Academy Award qualifying Cinequest Film Festival
and it continues to tour the global festivals circuit.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Maggie Kammal, the film's director.
Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Dalia Shawky, Sabour Abu El Dahab
Production: Maggie Kamal

Screenplay: Maggie Kamal
Cinematography: Kamal Samir

Editing: The Cell Post House, FilmLab Post
House
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ARAB SHORT FILM COMPETITION | énéJl disy=)l oAUl 48l o

SAHBETY (MY GIRL FRIEND) odaln

Director Kawthar Younis o) fios 2ol
Egypt | Arabic (Egyptian Dialect) | English Subtitles dujrlail Goayill | (pnoll daalll) dupell| pao
Drama | 2022 | 18+ | 17 minutes G5B V] IN+] 0] Lolya

Desperate for intimacy. Ali follows his girlfriend's suggestion elpisl aoiiy e g8y dotonlld s\l ble hloalldunjl dlglao uo
that puts their relationship to the test. The plan unfolds JAaindn Al b Al el aoll ple Loaisde &Aysadl L olldiialn

unexpectedly when gender roles become blurred. danlg e d sUll oo Loalgal auni Loric & 6qio jue
Awards: Special Jury Award - Cairo International Film Festival 2022 rg-rr wJoall ujl.o.LLu.L” 618l Ylaraol C'Liolg'JIranledjg{éjjlg :j5lgall
Best Film Award, Best Director Award, Best Actress Award, Best Jol 6j5lag dlico Jrol 6j5lag @ ao Jrol E'U'J‘la.q qodLo JAolojiln
Actor Award - Cairo Shorts Film Festival 2022 (06 dll ool 6 aldllylarao wJico
Director’s Biography 2ol e

Laolioyyaiibl.) no b ol b dobo ool apao U igy ) igh
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Wilwliiolig ALoW daliios Jo=i§noll §g-uulpeo jgaoall il
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Kawthar Younis is a filmmaker based in Cairo, Egypt. Known for her
film A Present from the Past, which was the first of its kind to set a
record for audience demand in the Egyptian market. She works as
a producer for films, mini-series and TV commercials. Kawthar is a

co-founder of the inaugural Rawiyat-Sisters in Film. oMol Sisters
Jordanian Premiére Ul b Jolll yay=ll
Screenplay: Ahmed Essam El Sayed, Kawthar Cast: Marc Haggar, Ilham Safei EL Din Wl o lallglan )l s uiod uigy PgAa annllplac aoal :quylinw
Younis Fadel EL Garhi, Sonia Farid 230 W .oojlall Jble A Al @ gl
Cinematography: Seif Eldin Khaled Production: Kino, TRI Pictures juiiagy g gith Ul Lo A :eliigo

Editing: Khaled Marei

82



ARAB SHORT FILM COMPETITION | 851nél éiyy=l sl d8)luo

ROAD TO EL KEF

Director lhsen Kammoun

Tunisia | Arabic (Tunisian Dialect), English | English Subtitles
Drama | 2022 | 18+ | 30 minutes

Sixteen-year-old high school dropout Karim El Hadi faces a
bleak future. Six years after the Tunisian Revolution, little has
changed in the border town where he lives with his father,
Houssem, and kid sister, Lilya. His creativity and passion for
design continues to stagnate, and after suffering a string of
personal tragedies his family has become cold and distant.
Everything changes for Karim when he learns of a risky way
out, when he has nothing left to lose.

Director's Biography

Born On October 7, 1984, in Sfax, Tunisia, Ihsen Kammoun is a
Tunisian American producer, director, and writer. He holds a
Bachelor of Arts in English Literature and Linguistics. In 2009,
he sparked a music video production trend in the independent
Tunisian music scene. With life travels that allowed him to explore
a richness of perspectives of human experiences, he founded
the motion picture production company EQLAE PICTURES in
2019. His work is a portrayal of stories that inspire discovering
what is beneath differences and encourage people to foster their
humanity.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with lhsen Kammoun, the film's director.
Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Ahmed Hafiene, Farés Landoulsi,
Malek Ben Saad, Ala Edine Yacoubi,
Bahri Rahali, Saoussen Maalej

Screenplay: Charles Hall
Cinematography: Frida Marzouk

Editing: Laith Majali i
Production: Maggie Kamal
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SO COOL

Director Marilyne Naaman

Lebanon | Arabic (Lebanese Dialect) | English Subtitles

Drama, Comedy | 2022 |18+ | 13 minutes

In a corner of one of Beirut's streets, Nathalie is closing the
bar where she works to welcome her boyfriend, Amin. It is an
important night for the couple. They're going to celebrate him
getting the role or his life in a huge feature film. But little did
Nathalie know that Amin is also coming with small news that
would turn their night upside down.

Awards: Best national film - Batroun Mediterranean Film Festival (2022)
Audience award - Batroun Mediterranean Film Festival (2022)

Director’s Biography

Marilyne Naaman is a Lebanese actress and singer. She studied
audio-visual cinema at Notre-Dame University (Lebanon), then
pursued in 2019 the international intensive workshop of the
Filmakademie Baden-Wurttemberg in Stuttgart (Germany),
specialized in directing, writing and acting. Naaman has taken
various roles in local and international short films and mainly in
series now playing on SHAHID and NETFLIX. Recently, she played
the lead role in Carlos Chahine's feature film La Nuit Du Verre
D'eau.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Marilyne Naaman, the film's director.
Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Marilyne Naaman, Lynn Tawile
Cinematography: Rachelle Noja

Editing: Ornella Maalouf

Cast: Marilyne Naaman, Pio Chihane
Production: Mohamad Sammak
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The world is in your hands

The largest lifestyle content platform and an ultimate destination
for world trends, lifestyle, fashion, food, parenting , health, beauty
and celebrity news. in addition to the latest home decorations
and most attractive travel destinations!
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ARAB SHORT FILM COMPETITION

THE MOPED AND THE
GOLDFINCH

Director Amir Bensaifi

Algeria | Arabic (Algerian Dialect) \ English Subtitles

Drama | 2023 \ 13+ \ 13 minutes

Learning of her lover's illness, Moufida, a young woman from
a village in eastern Algeria, decides to go and see him in
Algiers by crossing the country on a moped. She finds herself
confronted by the author of her story. A discussion between
the two begins generating some tension.

Awards: Best Short Film Imedghassen International Film Festival

Director's Biography

Amir Bensaifi, an Algerian author-director, co-founded the
Constantine film club while studying at university. Despite obtaining
an engineering degree in electronics, he pursued his passion for
cinema and underwent training courses in Algeria and abroad,
including the Ateliers Varan in Paris. After working on multiple
film projects as an editor and assistant director, he founded his
own production company, B.H.A productions, and co-produced
a documentary aired on Ushuaia TV. Amir went on to direct and
produce his first short film, The Moped and the Goldfinch.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Amir Bensaifi, the film's director.
Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Amir Bensaifi
Cinematography: Hamoudi Laggoune

Cast: Hilda Amira Douaouda, Khadidja
Merkemal, Mouni Boualem

Editing: Amina Djahnine Production: B.H A Productions
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ARAB SHORT FILM COMPETITION | Oj.l.n.Q.” Cu.u_9JI ooVl Ao

THE SUN SETS ON BEIRUT

Director Daniela Stephan

Lebanon, UK | Arabic (Lebanese Dialect), English
English Subtitles | Drama | 2022 | 18+ | 18 minutes

Mounia, a mid-20 girl, is looking for her cat in a now-destroyed
city, Beirut. Accompanied by her best friend Ghady, who is
more interested in flirting with a British journalist, they embark

on a journey to find what has been taken from them.

Awards: Jury Special Mention 2023 / Audience Vote Award 2023
Beirut International Women Film Festival

Director’s Biography

Daniela Stephan is a Lebanese writer-director based between
Beirut and London. She holds a Master's degree in Directing from
the London Film Schooland has a passion for telling human stories
that explore themes of identity, belonging, and the socio-political
and environmental challenges faced in her hometown, Beirut.
Daniela’'s unique artistic vision combines elements of cinema
with her cultural heritage, resulting in breathtaking imagery and
captivating narratives.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Daniela Stephan, the film's director.
Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Daniela Stephan
Cinematography: Fatma Rasha Shehade McGarry, Salma Chalaby

Editing: Daniela Stephan Production: London Film School and

SkyLantern Production
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Cast: Marilyne Naaman, Pio Chihane, Jo
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ARAB SHORT FILM COMPETITION | éjn &)l disyJl oMol & o

THE VISIT 8Ll

Director Ali EL-Saadi P i ..' PYEVN]

Jordan | Arabic (Palestinian Dialect) | English Subtitles jalail donyill| (il &)l daa D) dupsdl| gajul
Drama | 2023 | 18+ | 8 minutes G5Ba N IM | P Lolya

Inspired by true events, the Visit is the story of a young woman Jola dylub 6f) ol dnd g a 6)Lyl folyo 6162 Gla Al o Lagiule
who tries to help her mother get over the absence of her Goc Ula=lotoelnililailulie pole L 190l o le Laialigdacling
son, only to realize that the depth of her grief is too strong to A0 3l oy Ul o0 59-61 Lajja
reconcile with.

Director's Biography erollyc

Ali El-Saadi's career as a DOP started in 2010 when he ventured nlpAil dlay Crilag g Aro U o6 gl sas ull e s i i i)
into the realm of music videos by shooting his first one for a V- LUl iy 2T A A LS Loaic (I pole uud Lilodrwll n wgll o
Jordanian band. Since then, Ali has contributed his expertise as a A 0. A unid 610l q 161 1gni JILA (o bl wgoll Wlagiato plle
DOP to three feature-length documentary films, a short film, and Agln di65lig oAl ol AN | g JJaes Alipa uole A .l el
a web series for VICE, where he also took on the role of director. 192 Lauf gl ¢un VICE §p@) wiug 00111 Llg) P_LLog

.&)aoll
Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Ali El-Saadi, the film's director. L)l @10 Woasul Hle Eo Aublds dunla syl &uly
World Premiére Joll puollell yay=ll
Screenplay: Majd Hijjawi Cast: Nibal Al-Awadi, Majd Hijawi $9lan An09 Lurg)l Juw rtiol B9lan a0 :qylitw
Cinematography: Ali El-Saadi Production: Labiba Productions - el d) A5 iy Jo s9lan rale Uil Gasuwllple ol
Editing: Saad Abdel Aziz Producer Ahed Hijawi odell pisliaie e eliigo
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ARAB SHORT FILM COMPETITION | énéJl disy=)l oAUl 48l o

TRINOU giyyi

Director Nejib Kthiri

JEA Cpad epAaoll
Tunisia | Arabic (Tunisian Dialect) | English Subtitles ALyl donyill | (Auuwigil daa ) dupell | yuigi
Drama | 2022 | 16+ | 15 minutes 818310 N+ | 000 | Lolya

Omar, a young boy, escapes his failing body and secluded life Lollal oo 1ol ddjwiollailing Jublelloa wa o usen Joh gy
by traveling in dreams he created from magazines his mother ol ¢ ay aiallg @9j a9 a ol ad Lapani Wl 2o o lalA i ol
used to give him. When his stepfather urges his wife to change 160 0a006q9nA Mg UlA AL .0y 1l Lagloial (e @ 6qill ble
her approach towards her son and stop giving him magazines, Lol s
both mother and son take an important and life-changing step.

Director’s Biography 2ol e

Nejib Kthiri is a Tunisian filmmaker and musician living in London,
UK. He studied music and sound engineering at West London
University in 2011 then specialized in cinematography. He is

W13 UL 90 UL O-i0) 01101g.09 UL Lig ¢)-A0 SIS Ly
1= ol pole U Crung d ol (pod gl dwa iag pér wgoll
ool Jgl gl ole Lila Liuni U osigupilab wll j g il Gl

currently in the development stages of his debut feature film. Aislgul
Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Nejib Kthiri, the film's director. Lol @pAo in Liad o Aubldi dunla ) &y
Jordanian Premiére Ul b Jolll yay=ll
Screenplay: Nejib Kthiri Cast: Max Pemberton, Mohamed Grayaa Weitonuislo &16 2000 :Licl HiS i quyliw
Cinematography: Jamie Touche Kaouther Dhaouedi, Eleanor Crowe Galgall piga OiLigi oD g
Editing: Jamie Touche Production: Seventh Age Pictures Seventh Age Pictures Limited- SVP :@Ul OLiLigl oun :eliigo

Limited-SVP Tunisia unisia
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ARAB SHORT FILM COMPETITION | éjn &)l disyJl oMol & o

WATERMELON NIGHTS bl

Director Hassan Sabri M . 2150l

Iraq | Arabic (Iraqi Dialect) | English Subtitles dujlail donyill | (sl daalll) dupe)l | Glpsl
Drama | 2022 | 13+ | 17 minutes GBIV IF+] (10| Lolya

When the electricity goes out on hot summer nights, there d_lilel AM 02 gy ¥é)Lalld tnll W o6 Lipasll & i Loaic
is no refuge for the family other than the roof of the house, U—o sl onia 1=iualo vl gadpJublod aJjiolldn e
these nights have turned into a distant past that carries many UtinJu diloll alypaall
memories full of nostalgia.

Director's Biography erollyc

Hassan Sabri is a writer and a film Director born in Basra in 1996.
He graduated from the Oil Training Institute in 2018, and worked
in local artwork as an assistant, in various roles, specializing in
scriptwriting and directing. He worked as an assistant director on
the films 2033 and Tribal Judiciary. Watermelon Nights is his first
short film.
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Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Hasan Sabri, the film’s director. oLl @340 w50 Ui Go A dauls yays)l &y
Arab Premiére Wil pdlell oo Joll A=l
Screenplay: Hassan Sabr Cast: Adel Aljabori, Noor Mohammed W8I 2000 Joingigunll Uale s uliol GHO (un :gylitw
Cinematography: Hussein Kareem Elaf Mohammed, Salima Hassan, Yousif 2B gy aono Aot aono ol (OULA (LA £ gl

. Khalied i i o
Editing: Mustafa Sabah, Hussein Kareem atiec GHO (i U ouS un cun u@hno :eliigo

Production: Media Plus

91



N »] N
A TALE OF SHEMROON U9 ot (o GulaS

GaJgaar oualpllaloc
ny, Iran, Italy Wlaylulpwilodl by o

AFTERSUN UiodiJl Ay

Charlotte Wells jligwiqljuis

USA duAtioll 6aioll gl
DAUGHTER OF RAGE Al Cuiy

Laura Baumeister yinylogU lygJ

Nicaragua, Mexico, Netherlands, LWwilodlaiga welin A olldgelay

Germany, France, Norway, Spain Wwiliw)] @il uuiyo
HAFREIAT
Alex Sarda L 1
Spain, Qatar, Jordan YUl 6 Lilw]

MAGIC MOUNTAIN =
Mariam Chachia, Nik Voigt 112yq.6 el bub oy o
Georgia, Poland

SNOW AND THE BEAR
Selcen Ergun UL
Turkey, Germany, Serbia LA Lol sy

STAMPEDE (RODEO) 'y
Joélle Desjardins Paquette Abylala g
Canada i

TO LESLIE
Michael Morris
USA



L__lg—a)ajVl

94.3 Iyl | 94.3 Hglxe | 91.3 wiugyl | 91.1 diiwll

105.4 1yl | 102.1 Gyaall | 102.1 auyl | 102.1 Olse

105.4 §y))!

-

O @ GO rabioHaLAl0




INTERNATIONAL SECTION | duJgall oAVl rouwn d

<

AFTERSUN

Director Charlotte Wells

USA | English | Arabic Subtitles
Drama | 2022 | 16+ | 102 min

At a fading vacation resort, 11-year-old Sophie treasures rare
time together with her loving and idealistic father, Calum (Paul
Mescal). As a world of adolescence creeps into view, beyond
her eye Calum struggles under the weight of life outside of
fatherhood. Twenty years later, Sophie's tender recollections
of their last holiday become a powerful and heartrending
portrait of their relationship, as she tries to reconcile the father
she knew with the man she didn't, in Charlotte Wells' superb
and searingly emotional debut film.

Awards: BAFTA Award Winner - Outstanding Debut by a British Writer,
Director or Producer (Charlotte Wells)

Director’s Biography

Charlotte Wells is a Scottish director and producer whose shorts
have screened at festivals worldwide. Her second film, Laps, won a
Short Film Special Jury Prize for Editing at Sundance Film Festival
and Special Jury Recognition for Narrative Shorts at SXSW Film
Festival 2017. She is a graduate of New York University's MBA/MFA
dual degree program.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Paul Mescal, Frankie Corio, Celia
Rowlson-Hall

Production: BBC Films, Screen Scotland,
Tango Entertainment, Pastel, AZ Celtic
Films, Unified Theory

Screenplay: Charlotte Wells
Cinematography: Gregory Oke
Editing: Blair McClendon

94

Ullodit)l A=y
Mg woljub @pAoll

dye Goayill| dujilaiyl| 180Ul 6aniall Cibgll
d818a 1 [ 1A+ ] 000 | Lolya

Ao Lairisdline JUA Lapl S o laisli o il 6alewll x6gn J A4
Lajoi.uala &l 93 jnd 29j00 6ale 1w ooag.lole (il J 16
Jolai Loip b Alalalelo Loyl o @ iAie §alg udié~ cilyyai

dunAa 19 daligo aispe sl duna i gyl & o aJuaill
Sl dnly o 134 a8yl o Al a Al g olal ol

(alioll of Luital of (ilaupl esoll oo jgaks Jol) oWl 85l wile Sl jilgall

@)aoll e

V061 NIl LaoMol v e dailin wid aiiogdaiao f g uigllib
ole i Lo Laelys Jna e el sLail Gton po wlilnpao
Ularao u-d eliigoll U-c jndllp Lo dnlall poanill dind 6)5ln
b 611N Bl L6 A Al AT Aind 12 8igdloiul yuilin
)9 g L A20la o UL A MV Liloiy Wil SXSW JLajao

U3l b Jolll yay=ll
g woljub :qulivw

ol 5J9nu10 gl
Uaillho pb:eliigo

Ul gy)gs A o Jou sUtiod
Jea—yuilg)

BBC Films, Screen Scotland, :@Uil
Tango Entertainment, Pastel, AZ
Celtic Films, Unified Theory



INTERNATIONAL SECTION | dulgaJl ooyl rouwd

DAUGHTER OF RAGE

Director Laura Baumeister

Nicaragua, Mexico, Netherlands, Germany, France, Norway

Spain | Spanish | English Subtitles | Drama | 2022 | 16+ | 91 min

Nicaragua, today. 11-year-old Maria lives with her mother
Lilibeth at the edge of a garbage dump. Their future depends
on selling a litter of purebred puppies to a local thug. When the
deal falls through, Lilibeth must go to the city and drops Maria
off at a recycling centre where she must stay and work. But
days pass and she doesn't return. Maria feels lost, bewildered
and angry. One night, Maria meets Tadeo, an imaginative new
friend who is determined to help her to reunite with her mother.

Awards: Jury Award and Critics Award - Biarritz Film Festival
Best Film Award - Sguardi Altrove

Director's Biography

Laura Baumeister was born in 1983, in Nicaragua. She graduated
in film directing in Mexico. She has written and directed several
short films. Her short Isabel Im Winter was screened in Cannes
Critic's Week 2014. Ombligo de agua/Water Navel has its world
premiere at IFFR 2019. Daughter of Rage is her first feature. it
premiered in TIFF 2022. Daughter of Rage is the fifth fiction film
in the story of Nicaragua, the first to be shot by a female director
born in Nicaragua.

Arab Premiére

Sevilla, Carlos Gutierrez
Production: Halal, Heimatfilm,
Promenades Films, Cardon Pictures,
Dag Hoel Filmproduksjon, Nephilim
Producciones

Screenplay: Laura Baumeister
Cinematography: Teresa Kuhn

Editing: Raul Barreras, Julian Felipe (as Julian
Sarmiento), Sarmiento Lopez

Cast: Ara Alejandra Medal, Virginia
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INTERNATIONAL SECTION | @ulgaJl ool rouwd

HAFREIAT

Director Alex Sarda

Spain, Qatar, Jordan | Arabic | English, Spanish Subtitles

Documentary | 2022 | 18+ | 79 min

Under the heat of the sun at a Spanish archeological mission in
northern Jordan, local workers dig the land for long hours. The
wages are poor, and the cost of living is on the rise. Abo Dya,
a Palestinian Jordanian, wants to provide a different life for his
family, but a criminal record stymie his efforts.

Awards: Miradasdoc- Festival Internacional De Documentales (2023) -

Secciones Competitivas. Nacional - Mencion especial del Jurado

Director’s Biography

Alex Sarda, director based in Barcelona, has directed the feature
documentary Hafreiat (15L Films, Al Jazeera, 2022), with its world
premiere at Sheffield DocFest 2022. The film, with an international
tour, has been awarded as best Spanish documentary at SEMINCI
2022 and with the special mention of the jury at Miradasdoc 2023.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Jumana Saadeh and Alex Sarda.
Arab Premiére

Production: Carlota Coloma, Jumana
Saadeh, Adria Lahuerta

Cinematography: Alex Sarda
Editing: Ariadna Ribas
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INTERNATIONAL SECTION | dulgaJl ooyl rouwd

MAGIC MOUNTAIN

Director Mariam Chachia, Nik Voigt

Georgia, Poland \ Georgian, Russian \ English Subtitles

Documentary \ 2023 \ 13+ \ 85 min

After recovering from tuberculosis Mariam has a nightmare
about being kept in the mountains, in the middle of the forest
in an old palace where outcasts live. Mariam goes to meet the
secret community to overcome her fear. In becoming friends
with the tuberculosis patients of Abastumani and in sharing
joy and pain,she overcomes her fear. But Abastumani shares a
forgotten story, the ghosts of the past reveal something much
more sinister than Mariam's personal nightmare.

Director's Biography

Mariam Chachia is a documentary film director and producer from
Georgia. She is the founder of film production company OpyoDoc
and co-founder of DOCA Documentary Association Georgia. Her first
feature documentary, Listen to the Silence, premiered at DOK Leipzig
2016 and won the Golden Dove in the Next Master's Competition.
Magic Mountain is Mariam's second feature documentary which she
produced and codirected with Nik Voigt.

Nik Voigt, a versatile filmmaker, began his career as a documentary
photographer. He worked as a cinematographer, director, and editor
across a range of film and media fields before finally finding his calling
in documentary filmmaking in 2016. Since then, he has amassed an
impressive portfolio of 9 DoP credits on documentary feature films,
which have been shown on Arte and screened at numerous European
festivals. Voigt's directorial debut for a feature documentary is Magic
Mountain.

Arab Premiére

Cinematography: Nik Voigt
Editing: Nik Voigt, Mariam Chachia

Production: Mariam Chachia (OpyoDoc)
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SNOW AND THE BEAR

Director Selcen Ergun

Turkey, Germany, Serbia | Turkish | English Subtitles
Drama | 2022 | 16+ [ 93 min

Asli is recently appointed as a nurse to a small, distant town,
where the winter has become seemingly endless and raised
rumours of bears awakening early from their winter-sleep.
When a man from the town goes missing, Asli finds herself
surrounded by power relationships, secrets, and doubts.

Director’s Biography

Selcen Ergun obtained her MA in Directing/Screenwriting at
Istanbul Bilgi University after studying Industrial Design and Visual
Culture at METU. She is a Berlinale Talents and Medienboard
Nipkow Artist in Residence alumna. Her short films Confrontation
and A Sunny Day were selected by several international film
festivals and awarded prizes. Snow and the Bear is her debut
feature film; a Turkish, German, Serbian co-production supported
by Eurimages.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Selcen Ergun, Yesim Aslan
Cinematography: Florent Herry

Cast: Merve Dizdar, Saygin Soysal, Asiye
Dincsoy, Erkan Bektas

Editing: Cicek Kahraman Production: Nefes' Films, Albino Zebra
o Film
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STAMPEDE (RODEO)

Director Joélle Desjardins Paquette

Canada | French, English \ English Subtitles
Drama | 2022 | 16+ | 80 min

Lily, 9 years-old, is torn by her parents separation. Her few
Jjoyful moments with her father, Serge Jr, are the truck races
and Rodeos in his big Kenworth 900 truck. When she is taken
on a surprise road trip to the biggest Rodeo in the Badlands,
far west of Canada, the adventure starts out as a party, but
it turns ominous as the landscape changes and police gets
closer. Lily soon realizes that there may not be a way back..

Awards: Best Director Award, Honourable Mention for Best Performance
for Lilou Roy-Lanouette

Director's Biography

Joélle Desjardins Paquette is a Montreal-based writer and director.
She has written and directed 6 short films that have made their
mark in the festival circuit, including Wintergarten / Paparmane,
Sans Dehors Ni Dedans, and Beyond Blue Waves / Flots Gris,
which premiered at the Rotterdam International Film Festival in
2016. Her short films were the subject of a retrospective at Filmfest
Dresden in 2018, entitled *FOCUS QUEBEC: MANIFESTO FOR A
POETICALWHIMSICAL- REALISM". Alongside her work in cinema,
she evolves as a director in advertising and television. Stampede /
Rodéo is her first feature film.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Joélle Desjardins Paquette,
the film's director.

International Premiere

Screenplay: Joélle Desjardins Paquette,
Sarah Lévesque

Cinematography: Juliette A. Lossky

Cast: Maxime Le Flaguais, Lilou Roy
Lanouette

Production: Colonelle Films
Editing: VVéronique Barbe, Elric Robichon
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TO LESLIE

Director Michael Morris

USA | English | Arabic Subtitles

Drama| 2022 | 18+ | 119 min

Inspired by true events. A West Texas single mother wins the
lottery and squanders it just as fast, leaving behind a world
of heartbreak. Years later, with her charm is running out and
nowhere to go, she fights to rebuild her life and find redemption.

Awards: Nominated for “Best Actress” Academy Award / Nominated for
“Best Lead Performance” Film Independent Spirit Awards

Director’s Biography

Michael Morris is an English television director and producer. He
was an executive producer and director of the television drama
Brothers & Sisters from 2006 to 2011. He has directed episodes
of Political Animals, In Plain Sight starring his wife, actress Mary
McCormack, The Slap, Bloodline, Kingdom, Halt and Catch Fire,
Preacher, House of Cards, 13 Reasons Why, Shut Eye, Better Call
Saul, and many others. He made his feature film directorial debut
in 2022 with To Leslie, for which Andrea Riseborough received an
Academy Award nomination for Best Actress.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Ryan Binaco
Cinematography: Larkin Seiple
Editing: Chris McCaleb

Tom Virtue

Production: Eduardo Cisneros, Ceci
Cleary, Brian Keady, Kelsey Law, Jason
Shuman, Philip Waley
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WELCOME NOTE )i dolAa :
Alexi Cour Grandmaison U9ktollie J9ga o puusl
French Ambassador of Jordan UV o6 Luipo o

THE DAM Al

Ali Cherri GHD Ole

France, Sudan, Lebanon, WU Ylaguul buiyo
Germany, Serbia lyn biloJl

HARKA b

Lotfy Nathan bl Ll

France, Luxemburg, Tunisia, Belgium L byuiglégrow agl uuipo

HOURIA
Mounia Meddour
Algeria, France

LAWRENCE D'ARABIE, ) Uiyl
REVE D'ORIENT 9 Jl

Clément Gargoullaud b ylods
France jjc

NEZOUH

Soudade Kaadan
UK, Syria, France




OMAR LA FRAISE - - ja)0V Joc

THE KING OF ALGIERS plialcllo
Elias Belkeddar Jae iyl
France, Algeria 15l iy o

UNDER THE FIG TREES
Erige Sehiri

Tunisia, France, Switzerland,
Germany, Qatar
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Nader Chalhoub, Layla Menhem oxio vl wugalii Jal
France, Lebanon V. buio

NE PLEURE PAS HALIMA Qotla b ALy
Sarah Bouzi 5jg46)lw

France Liyo
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ALEXIS LE COUR GRANDMAISON l

Ambassadeur de France en Jordanie

C'est une toute nouvelle histoire des relations artistiques franco-jordaniennes qui s'écrit en
cette année 2023, avec les sélections de films jordaniens au sein de deux des plus prestigieux
festivals francais de cinema.

C'est effectivement pendant la semaine de la critique du festival de Cannes, qu'lnshallah a
Boy réalise par Amjad Al Rasheed a remporte le prix de la Fondation Gan. Au méme moment,
Saleem, de Cynthia Madanat Sharaiha, a éte sélectionné par le Festival International du film
d'animation d'Annecy.

Cette nouvelle édition des Rendez-Vous Franco-Arabes s'inscrit dans cette dynamique en
mettant a 'honneur la richesse des co-productions entre la France et de nombreux pays du
monde arabe.

Les realisateurs selectionnes cette annéee sont nes ou vivent en Tunisie, au Soudan, en France,
au Qatar, en Syrie ou en Algerie.

Certains nous proposent leur premier film comme Omar la Fraise, d'autres un film pour la
premiere fois primé comme Le Barrage (Meilleur acteur du Festival du film du Caire), Harka
(Prix de la Meilleure Interprétation au Festival de Cannes) ou encore Nezouh (Prix du public du
festival de Venise).

D'autres encore nous racontent les commencements d'une nouvelle vie : la danseuse Houria,
qui tente de se reconstruire aprés un drame ; les protagonistes adolescents de Nezouh qui
plongent dans un monde onirique pour faire face au dilemme de la guerre ; de jeunes femmes
et hommes qui, Sous les figues, découvrent de nouveaux sentiments.

Les rendez-vous franco-arabes de cette année seront également l'occasion de mettre en
lumiere de jeunes critiques et réalisateurs jordaniens qui participeront au « Jury des jeunes
» de la compétition de court-métrages organisee par l'Institut frangais de Jordanie. Les deux
lauréats présenteront leur ceuvre en France, au festival du film franco-arabe de Noisy-le-Sec.
Puisse le cinéma franco-arabe continuer a nous faire réfléchir, vibrer et réver!




A whole new story of Franco-Jordanian artistic relations
is being written for this year 2023, with a selection of
Jordanian films at two of the most prestigious French
film festivals.

[t was during the Critics' Week at the Cannes Film Festival
that 'Inshallah a Boy', directed by Amjad Al Rasheed, won
the Gan Foundation Prize. At the same time, ‘Saleem’, by
Cynthia Madanat Sharaiha, was selected by the Annecy
International Animation Film Festival.

This new edition of the Rendez-Vous Franco-Arabes
is part of this dynamic highlighting the wealth of co-
productions between France and many countries of the
Arab world.

The directors selected this year were born or live in
Tunisia, Sudan, France, Qatar, Syria, or Algeria.

While some offer us their first film such as ‘Omar la
Fraise' others an award-winning film for the first time
such as ‘Le Barrage' (Best Actor at the Cairo Film
Festival), ‘Harka' (Prize for Best Performance at the
Cannes Film Festival) or even ‘Nezouh' (Venice Festival
Audience Award), others tell us about the beginnings
of a new life: the dancer 'Houria, who tries to rebuild
herself after a tragedy; the adolescents protagonists of
"Nezouh" who plunge into a dreamlike world to face the
dilemma of war; young women and men who, "under
the figs' discover new feelings.

This year's Franco-Arab Rendez-Vous will also be an
opportunity to highlight young Jordanian critics and
directors who will participate in the “Youth Jury” of the
short film competition organized by the French Institute
in Jordan. The two winners will present their work in
France, at the Franco-Arab film festival in Noisy-le-Sec.

May Franco-Arab cinema continue to make us think,
vibrate, and dream!

ALEXIS LE COUR GRANDMAISON

French Ambassador of Jordan
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THE DAM

Director Ali Cherri

France, Sudan, Lebanon, Germany, Serbia
Arabic (Sudanese Dialect) | English Subtitles
Drama | 2022 | 13+ | 80 min

Sudan, near the Merowe Dam. Maher works in a traditional
brickyard fed by the waters of the Nile. Every evening, he
secretly wanders off into the desert to build a mysterious
construction made of mud. While the Sudanese people rise
to claim their freedom, his creation slowly starts to take a life
of its own..

Awards: Best Actor - Cairo International Film Festival
Artistic Achievement Award - Thessaloniki Film Festival

Director’s Biography

Born in Beirut, Ali Cherri is a visual artist and filmmaker living in

Paris. Combining films, videos, sculptures and installation, his

work examines the construction of historical narratives. Ali is the

Artist in Residence at the National Gallery in London (2021/22) and

has been awarded with the Silver Lion for promising artist at the i
50th International Art Exhibition of La Biennale di Venezia (2022).

His short films The Disquiet and The Digger have been shown in
prominent film festivals. The Dam, a fiction shot in Sudan during

the revolution, is his debut feature film.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Maher El Khair
Production: Janja Kralj

Screenplay: Ali Cherri, Geoffroy Grison, In
Collaboration with Bertrand Bonello

Cinematography: Bassem Fayyad
Editing: Isabelle Manquillet, Nelly Quettier
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HARKA

Director Lotfy Nathan

France, Luxemburg, Tunisia and Belgium
Arabic (Tunisian Dialect) | French, English Subtitles
Drama | 2022 | 16+ | 90 min

A modern-day parable about resistance, the film centres on
the story of Ali, a young Tunisian who dreams of a better life,
making a precarious living selling contraband gas at the local
black market. When his father suddenly dies, he's forced to
take charge of his two younger sisters and their impending
eviction. What ensues is a fight for dignity.

Awards: Cannes Film Festival (Un Certain Regard - Best Performance
Adam Bessa) / Red Sea Film Festival - Best Director

Director's Biography

Lotfy Nathan is an American filmmaker. His first feature film, the
documentary 12 O'Clock Boys, for which he received the HBO
Emerging Artist Award, has been selected in over 50 international
festivals, including SXSW, Sundance LA, Lincoln Center, Viennale,
Hot Docs, London and Copenhagen.

Jordanian Premiére
Cast: Adam Bessa, Najib Allagui, Ikbal
Harbi, Salima Maatoug

Production: CINENOVO, Beachside,
Anonymous Content, Kodiak Pictures

Screenplay: Lotfy Nathan
Cinematography: Maximilian Pittner
Editing: Sophie Corra, Thomas Niles
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HOURIA asjga

Director Mounia Meddour Josto Ligo eraoll
Algeria, France | Arabic (Algerian Dialect), French iyl (G sljiall dadll) dupel | Luips gs5liall
Arabic, English Subtitles | Drama | 2022 | 13+ [ 104 min au6a 1€ [ +IP [ rorr | Lolya | dyjplail dupe don il

A young woman who is passionate about ballet dancing. Aweid_oxny Lajgro A s Al ya b)) Aog 1y Alii) 6Li6 L]
experiences a trauma, and then she meets other women who A8y olaAi w916 Laila wg) KLU0 WAl e luni & o JléTig
have experienced similar situations and they find a creative LU0 b 6aleiwl Juw o6 Aha

way to pursue their passion.

Director’s Biography @oll e

Mounia Meddour was born on May 15, 1978 in Moscow, Russia. She
is a director and writer, known for Papicha (2019), Hitman (2007)
and Edwige (2012).

V-0 19VA g_lLolOu_ouJ_]q;CLJJjU.Q—CU_LuJ jpo G iiogd QJgogdariao
. Hitman, (Edwige», (Papichey LchJLo.CiU_o Uw9jgAa 1ugo

Jordanian Premiére U3l b Jolll yay=ll
Screenplay: Mounia Meddour Cast: Lyna Khoudri, Rachida Brakni wodAalp 821Dy (5129 WY : ol 9210 Wigo :quylitw
Cinematography: Léo Leféevre Nadia Kaci oL il o 19100) gU 1 gl

Production: Patrick André, Xavier Gens, 192340 Wgo jin puola.agail el pib Uil 914 ligola :gliigo

Editing: Damien Keyeux
Mounia Meddour
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FRANCO-ARAB RANDEZ-VOUS

LAWRENCE D’ARABIE,
REVE D'ORIENT

Director Clément Gargoullaud

France | French | Arabic Subtitles
Documentary | 2022 | 13+ | 65 minutes

At the age of twenty, T.E Lawrence went to visit the crusades
castles in France and in the near east. In this initiatory journey,
Lawrence brushed death, discovered the wonderful and
astonishing region, and encountered someone who changed
his life. Almost a century later, the well-known writer Sylvain
Tesson travels on Lawrence's steps, with the intention of
tracing back the history of this mysterious adventure who
started the legend of Lawrence d'Arabie.

Director's Biography

At 40 years old, Clément Gargoullaud is a director at Kraken Films
(Paris-Seoul). He directs investigative documentaries for several
international channels, such as France Télévision, Arte, Al Jazeera
and Canal+. For 15 years, he covered multiple sensitive and
historical subjects such as “lraq Shadows of the War" (France 3/
TV5/SBS/NHK) and ‘A deadly Ascent” (Netflix Asia).

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Clément Gargoullaud,
the film's director.

Jordanian Premiére

Cinematography: Clement Gargoullaud Production: Kraken Films
Mathilde Delvigne

Editing: Didier Maertens, Assistants: Julien

Bonnet and Amanda Leger
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NEZOUH

Director Soudade Kaadan

UK, Syria, France | Arabic (Syrian Dialect) | English Subtitles

Drama | 2022 | 13+ \ 104 min

The film takes place during the Syrian conflict, where a missile
destroys the ceiling of the house of -14year-old Zeina. As a
result, she sleeps for the first time under the stars and makes
friends with Amer — the boy next door. When the violence
escalates, Hala — Zeina's mother - decides to leave. She then
gets into an argument with her husband, Motaz, who refuses
to become a refugee and tries everything to stop his family
from leaving their house.

Awards: Audience Award - Armani Beauty (Orizzonti Extra),
Venice International Film Festival

Director’s Biography

Born in France, Soudade Kaadan is a Syrian director who studied
theater criticism at the Higher Institute of Dramatic Arts and
graduated from the Institut des Etudes Scénique, Audiovisuelles,
et Cinématographiques (IESAV) of Saint Joseph University in
Lebanon. Her first feature film, The Day | Lost My Shadow, won the
Lion of the Future Award at the Orizzonti Competition of the Venice
Film Festival and the Jury Prize at the LA Festival. Also, her short
film Aziza won the Sundance Grand Jury Prize in 2019.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Soudade Kaadan and Samir
Almasri, the film's lead actor.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Kinda Alloush, Samir Almasri, Hala

Cinematography: Helene Louvart, Burak Zein, Nizar Alana
Kanbir Production: Yu-Fai Suen, Soudade

Editing: Soudade Kaadan, Nelly Quettier Kaadan
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Screenplay: Soudade Kaadan
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FRANCO-ARAB RANDEZ-VOUS

OMAR LA FRAISE -
THE KING OF ALGIERS

Director Elias Belkeddar

France, Algeria | French | English, Arabic Subtitles
Drama | 2023 |18+ | 92 minutes

Omar, a gangster on the run in Algiers, has been sentenced
to 20 years in prison by the French authorities. His only
way around this is to stay in Algeria and lay low. He tries to
get used to normal life, but he clings to his old habits. He
meets a group of exuberant young thugs; they partner up
and enjoy themselves in the underbelly of Algiers' infamous
neighbourhoods including ram fights and clandestine camel
races. But trouble is always around the corner and Omar must
fight to redeem himself and protect his loved one.

Awards: Festival de Cannes : 2023 Nominee, Golden Camera

Director's Biography

Elias Belkeddar is a Franco-Algerian producer, director and writer,
also a filmmaker and producer at Iconoclast Films. After Todo Se
Puede (2014), shot in Mexico (special jury award at the Clermont-
Ferrand film festival), he directed A Wedding Day (2018), selected
at the 57th Semaine de la Critique (Canal+ Award). Elias Belkeddar
just released his first directing long-feature movie, Omar la Fraise
(King of Algiers) who got nominated for Golden Camera at Cannes
Festival this year.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Elias Belkeddar.
Arab Premiére

Screenplay: Elias Belkeddar, Thomas
Bidegain, Jéerome Pierrat

Cast: Reda Kateb, Benoit Magimel,
Meriem Amia

Production: Iconoclast, Chi-Fou-M
Productions, 2 Horloges Production

Cinematography: Andrée Chemetoff
Editing: Simon Jacquet
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UNDER THE FIG TREES

Director Erige Sehiri

Tunisia, France, Switzerland, Germany, Qatar | French
English, Arabic Subtitles | Drama | 2022 | 13+ \ 92 min

Taking place over the course of a day, Under the Fig Trees
presents an intergenerational dialogue between a group of
teens and older folk as they work the summer harvest, catch
feelings, attempt to understand each other, and navigate the
complicated terrain of building deeper ties.

Awards; Révolution Award at the Festival Cinéma Méditerranéen de
Bruxelles - EcoProd Jury Award at the 2022 Cannes Film Festival

Director's Biography

Erige Sehiri is a Tunisian French director and producer. She started
her career as a documentary filmmaker. Her breakout feature
documentary, Railway Men, which presented the daily struggle
of railway workers against the failures of the national railways. In
2022, she wrote, directed, and produced her first fiction feature,
Under the Fig Trees, which won several awards at the Venice
International Film Festival's Final Cut and joined the selection of
the 54th Director's Fortnight at the Cannes Film Festival. It was also
selected to be Tunisia's official submission in the 2023 Oscars for
Best International Feature Film.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Fide Fdhili, Feten Fdhili, Ameni
Fdhili, Samar Sifi, Leila Ouhebi, Hneya
Ben Elhedi Sbahi, Gaith Mendassi,

) ) Abdelhak Mrabti, Fedi Ben Achour, Firas
Editing: Ghalya Lacroix, Hafedh Laaridhi, Amri

Malek Kammoun

Screenplay: Erige Sehiri, Ghalya Lacroix,
Peggy Hamann

Cinematography: Frida MarzoukKanbir

Production: Erige Sehiri, Didar Domehri
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LOVE IN GALILEE

Director Nader Chalhoub, Layla Menhem

France, Lebanon | Arabic | English Subtitles
Documentary | 2021 | 16+ | 21 min

At the age of 28, Faten is pushed by her family to marry a man
she has not chosen. Convinced that this new life could bring
her a long-awaited freedom, she finds herself all alone facing
her own disillusionment. That is when she decides to return to
her hometown in South Lebanon in search of a love she never
received.

Director’s Biography

Nader Chalhoub was born in 1994 in Tunis. After completing a BA in
audiovisualstudies at IESAV in Beirut, he enrolled in the cinematography
department at La Fémis in Paris and graduated in 2021. Love in Galilee
is his graduation film.

Layla Menhem was born in 1994 in Montreal. After completing a BA in
audiovisual studies at IESAV in Beirut, she enrolled for a MA in directing
at La Sorbonne in Paris and graduated in 2020. She is the co-director of
the film Love in Galilee.

Awards: Short winning film movie at the Franco Arab Film
Festival of Noisy-le-Sec

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Nader Chalhoub and Layla Men-
hem, the film's directors.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Faten Chalhoub, Mariam Abdelrida
Eman Kourani

Screenplay: Nader Chalhoub, Layla Menhem
Cinematography: Nader Chalhoub

Editing: Layla Menhem Production: Anais Lonkeu
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NE PLEURE PAS HALIMA

Director Sarah Bouzi

France | French | English Subtitles
Drama | 2022 |16+ 16 min

Halimais ayoung womanwho doesn't go unnoticed. In addition
to writing numerous passionate articles on her blog, she works
as a receptionist and hangs out with her flamboyant group of
friends. However, her student visa is expiring soon. Revolving
around environments that seem hostile to her, Halima tries to
find her place.

Awards: Best french short film and audience award at Premiers plans
d'Angers, best short film at Festival du film franco arabe de
Noisy le Sec

Director's Biography

Sarah Bouzi is a director and casting director, she began working
as a casting director in 2019, working on short films, music videos,
commercials, and TV series. In 2022, she directed her first short
film, Ne pleure pas Halima, produced independently, which was
selected for several festivals. Currently, she is working on writing
other fictional works.

Screening will be followed by a Q&A session with Sarah Bouzi, the film's director.
Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Sarah Bouzi
Cinematography: Camille de Chenay
Editing: Adéle Albrespy

Cast: Melissa Guers, Lisa Boutelja, Amina
Zouiten, Chahine Beriah

Production: Bakhna Productions
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A CALLING. FROM THE DESERT.
TO THE SEA.

Director Murad Abu Eisheh

Jordan | Arabic (Jordanian Dialect)
English, German Subtitles | Drama | 2022 | 16+ | 17 minutes

Fearing that her younger sister will be wed off just like she
was, Ahlam lures Yasmin to run away with her by telling her
a story of a mythical sea that lies beyond the desolate desert
and its mountains. Yasmin's childish curiosity overturns her
father's apprehension and his warnings of the monster that
resides beyond the borders of their house. In search of this
mystical sea, the two sisters journey away far from their home,
predetermined fate and secluded life with their father. Along
the way, young Yasmin is forced to face her inner demons and
further her understanding of the world she lives in.

Awards: VES Award - Outstanding Visual Effects in a Student Project -
2023

Director's Biography

Murad Abu- Eisheh Born in 1992 in Amman-Jordan, a Student
Academy Award winner and a member of the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences. Abu- Eisheh holds a Bachelor's degree
in Design and Visual Communication from the German-Jordanian
University, and a Diploma in film directing from the Filmakademie
Baden-Wurttemberg. His breakthrough came in 2021 with his film
Tala'vision, which was honored with over 70 awards, including the
Golden Yusr of the Red Sea Film Festival, Best Film Award of Rohde
Island Film Festival, the Golden Medal of the Student Academy
Awards, and an official shortlist for the 94th Academy Awards.

Jordanian Premiére
Screenplay: Murad Abu Eisheh
Cinematography: Philip Henze
Editing: Quirin Grimm

Cast: Yasmine Nawraj, Ryan Al Masri,
Hassan Mutlag

Production: Malin Krtger, Jude Kawwa,
Rand Beiruty
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PROMISE WELFARE SOCIETY

The Promise Welfare Society, established in 1989 under the
patronage of Her Highness Princess Alia Al-Tabbaa, primarily
focuses on education. The organization supports students
facing challenging circumstances to complete their
university studies in wvarious disciplines. So far, it has
successfully educated over one thousand male and female
students. Additionally, the society provides monthly financial
aid to more than 60 eligible needy families across the
Kingdom and distributes around 4,000 food wouchers
annually during winter and Ramadan, along with school
bags and stationary at the beginning of each academic year.

Moreover, the society has formed "The Promise Wellfare
Society Team,” comprising students from 18 private schoaols,
engaging in social and wvoluntary activities to promote a
culture of volunteering and service among Jordanian youth.
The aim is to equip the youth with essential skills.

Furthermore, the society operates a production kitchen
licensed by relevant authorities, offering employment
opportunities to local women from the community.

s Filmlab Palestine is one of the only organizations in Palestine that protects and
Fl]m_lab promotes our ability to tell our stories through the art of filmmaking. Keeping
. Palestinian cultural alive by supporting Palestinian film production and involving
PaIEStme Palestinian society in film culture has been our main concern since 2014. In addition, to

be a hub for filmmakers, and direct financial and infrastructural contributions to film
projects, we focus on our next generation and care for their abilities to continue to
present their stories and views strongly and impressively in words and images, An
important component in enabling and strengthening independent Palestinian
narratives is the establishment of a sustainable film production infrastructure, to
which Filmlab is dedicated. Despite the great challenges of this endeavor, Filmlab
managed to open Palestine’s first professional color grading studio last year. An
important step in the direction of supporting our filmmakers in their independent
telling of Palestinian stories.

But there is more to be done.
Help us get closer to our
common goal

Suppnrt us

H G

keep the Palestinian narrative alive
and make our voices heard for us and our children.
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KROKA

Director Samer Z.M. Battikhi

Jordan | Arabic (Jordanian Dialect) | English Subtitles

Drama, Comedy | 2022 |16+ | 15 minutes

All the theatres around the town are controlled by the Brown
Suits Committee; an old-fashioned greedy middle-aged
group, led by Mr. Ameen. Yomna, a young passionate theater-
enthusiast, guides a group of actors into a revolutionary play to
prevent Mr. Ameen from taking control of the last theater, the
theater she works in, after witnessing that Khalil, the theater
owner had sold himself to become a Brown Suits member. A
series of confrontations and conflicts occur during the show
in many sections of the theater between Yomna and Khalil
over the importance of stopping the play as it is provoking Mr.
Ameen and the Brown Suits Committee. Will Yomna succeed
at completing the show?

Director's Biography

Samer ZM. Battikhi is a film director and writer who has been
working in film since 2015. He began his career as an assistant
director, working with several veteran local and international
filmmakers. He has directed, written, and produced several short
films, most notably the film Arnoos that premiered at EL Gouna
Film Festival in 2021, and Kroka that premiered at the Red Sea
International Film Festival in 2022. His new short film For Good
Luck was produced after winning the Sunbird Stories Program. He
is currently developing his first feature film To Each Their Own that
was selected at the Red Sea Lodge in 2023.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Rakeen Saad, Ahmad Srour, Khalid
Al-Tarifi, Enad Bin Tareef

Screenplay: Kroka
Cinematography: Samer Nimri
Production: Samer Z M. Battikhi, Enad
Bin Tareef

Editing: Essam Allan
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Nada Doumani
Hamzah Abaza

Areeb Zuaiter
Ahmad Maaliki
Rashed Ajlouni

Saleem Beik
Ramy Abdelrazek

Bassam Alasad
Samer Battikhi
Nour Labib
Maggie Morgan
Zeina Shanaah

lhsan Khleifat
Farouq Zamamiri
Sanad Hindawi
Fares Rawas

Dina Alshaikh
Ahmad Khatib

Rand Ali
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DIRECTOR

Festival Director
Assistant Festival Director

PROGRAMMING

Head of Programming

Programming Assistant

Programming Assistant
Programmer

Programmer

AMMAN FILM INDUSTRY DAYS

Head of Industry

Industry, Market and Outreach Coordinator

Pitching Platforms Coordinator
Projects Reader
Projects Reader

VENUE AND LOGISTICS

Operations Coordinator
Venue Supervisor
Operations Assistant
Transportation Coordinator

MEDIA

Social Media

Media Relations

PARTNERSHIPS

Accounts Manager
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Loay Awad
Rami Dweik

Haya Kilani

Yousef Lafi

Haytham Abu Atiyyeh
Mohammed Salem
Rawan Zubi
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GUEST RELATIONS

Zara Naber il lj
Tareq Askar JENTITNJ |02
Bahaa Tarabshih duinlh eloy
Lena Cortes ijeA L

FINANCE

Financial Supervisor
Accounting Supervisor
Accountant

TECHNICAL SUPPORT

IT Specialist
Festival IT & Digital Consultant
AV Technical Support
Web Developer, kindly seconded by EDGO

The AIFF extends its immense gratitude to the

Royal Film Commission - Jordan and its
Managing Director Mohannad Bakri.
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[ available at

amazon appatore] [ Applg% ']

e LT

Play App Store i]

www.jrtv.gov.jo
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