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Dr. Omar N. Abdulhadi

Dr. Omar N. Abdulhadi is the Founder and Director
of Arab Center for Engineering Studies (ACES). ACES
is considered the biggest company in its field in
the Middle East, with 25 offices across seven Arab
countries. Dr. Abdulhadi earned his Ph.D. in Civil
Engineering from the University of California, Berkeley
in 1978. He worked in the United Arab Emirates and
the United States before founding ACES in Jordan in 1983. In 2019,
Birzeit University awarded Dr. Abdulhadi an honorary doctorate
for his contributions to economic development in Palestine and
his generous support for Birzeit University. He also received the
prestigious “Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year 2019 Jordan"
that same year. Dr. Abdulhadi is a member of the Board of Trustees
/ Board of Directors of several organizations including: INJAZ,
the Institute for Palestine Studies, Agaba Education Company
and Agaba University of Technology. Dr. Abdulhadi has several
publications in the Geotechnical and Civil Engineering fields.

Munjed M. Sukhtian

Munjed M. Sukhtian is currently the Chairman of
Emmar Investments and Real Estate Development,
Ampere Renewable Energy, National Insurance
Company, and Munir Sukhtian International (MSI).
Further to that, Sukhtian held several positions as
the Vice Chairman of MS Pharma, Friends of Agaba
Society and a board member of National Portfolio
Securities. Sukhtian has diversified experience in several regional
and international businesses such as the trade and industry
business. His professional experience includes owning and
managing companies specialized in paper converting, household
chemicals, renewable energy and the pharmaceutical industry,
food processing, insurance, land development, electronics
contracting, tourism, and education. Munjed Sukhtain completed
his studies in Biochemistry in 1970, at the University of Houston,
Texas.

Zahi W. Khouri

Zahi W. Khouri, a Palestinian- American born in Jaffa,
is the Founder and former Chairman and CEO of
The Coca-Cola Co Palestine and is the co-founder
of key publicly held companies in Palestine such as
Paltel and Padico, the largest holding company in the
country. He is a general partner of the first innovation
fund in Palestine, the Ibtikar Fund. He is presently the
Chairman of NGO Development Center in Jerusalem (NDC) and is
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees at Dar Al Kalima University
in Bethlehem. Mr. Khouiri is a recipient of the Business for Peace
Award 2015, Oslo, Norway and the merit of the “Cavaliere” from
the Republic of Italy. He was a finalist in the Global Thinkers Forum
for 2017. Mr. Khouri holds an M.B.A. from INSEAD, Fontainebleau,
France and an M.Sc. from Stuttgart, Germany.
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Zina Jardaneh

Over the past 30 years, Zina Jardaneh has been
involved in philanthropy, with interest in culture,
the arts and education. Her chairmanship of the of
the Palestinian Museum in Birzeit, and her role in
establishing it, has earned her an Honorary Fellowship
of the Royal Institute of British Architects. Jardaneh
serves as a member of the Board of Trustees and the
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About Amman International Film Festival - Awal Film (AIFF)

In its fifth edition, Amman International Film Festival - Awal Film (AIFF) continues to thrive and grow: an unprecedented
event in the Kingdom that showcases Arab and international films. The aim of the AIFF, according to its president
Princess Rym Ali, is * developing and promoting an Arab cinema that reflects the creativity of the region and tackles
the issues that are prevalent today. * The distinctive edge of this festival lies in its focus on first-timers.

An international Jury made up of industry professionals chooses the winner of the Black Iris Award in each of the
Arab film competitions; feature narrative, feature documentary, and short. While International films compete for the
Audience Award. Moreover, the jury will present the Jury Award for the Arabic categories and may decide to grant a
Special Mention to first-time Lead Actor / Actress and/or first-time Scriptwriter in the Arab Feature - Length Narrative
Competition, and the first - time Editor in the Arab Feature - Length Documentary Competition. The prestigious
FIPRESCI prize will continue to be presented this year for one of the films competing in the Arab documentary
section, and new Audience Awards for Arab feature-length Narrative, Arab feature-length Documentary, and Arab
Short Films are introduced.

This year's line-up has a predominant theme that touches on youth, rite of passage, place, and finding one's identity
while maintaining the personal and emotional story elements that are usually common in first-time films.

The lineup of this fifth edition features more than 50 films, narratives, and documentaries, Arab and international,
feature length and short length from 28 producing and co-producing countries. They have all been released in 2023-
2024, showcased for the first time in Jordan, and in some cases in the region and the world. They are made by first-
time directors, &/or starring first-time actors and actresses, &/or written by first-time writers; or in the case of Arab
documentaries, made by first-time directors and/or edited by first-time editors.

The " First & Latest * section features the work of one veteran filmmaker, showcasing the journey between his first
and latest film. We are delighted to host this year the international renowned director Asghar Farhadi.

In this edition, the festival continues with its commitment to present powerful and unique content and to initiate
collaborations that reflect cultural and environmental awareness. For the fourth year in a row, the festival hosts the
special Franco-Arab Rendez-Vous section. For this section, a selection of out-of-competition films coproduced by
France with a predominant Arab element are screened, adding to the diversity of the programming.

We are also highlighting some unique Arabic films in the “Spotlight” section with an out-of-competition section
that features their work. In addition, the festival continues to take its “green steps” towards a sustainable and an
environmentally friendly festival

The Amman International Film Festival - AWAL Film aims to foster a creative buzz among directors, celebrities,
and film enthusiasts, by offering high - quality films, regardless of their box - office performance. Whether you are a
budding Arab filmmaker or an international veteran, an actor or a critic, an industry insider or an enthusiastic cinephile,
Amman International Film Festival - Awal Film welcomes you!

About AFID

The Amman Film Industry Days (AFID) offers a comprehensive program of masterclasses, workshops, panels, and
networking opportunities to support filmmakers in Jordan and the region. It includes three pitching platforms for
projects in development and post-production, with a jury awarding in-kind and cash awards to winning projects.
The Amman Film Market provides a dedicated space to connect filmmakers with potential funders, partners, and
distributors, acting as a launchpad for projects to reach audiences. The market partners offer additional in-kind and
cash awards to selected projects. .

This year, we're introducing two new programs, Script Majlis and AFID Incubator, to offer local and Arab filmmakers
the opportunity to support them in developing their upcoming projects.

AFID will be held from July 4th to July gth, 2024, marking our 5th edition
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Bringing Together
Filmmakers and
Cinephiles

There’s magic in movies. Suspense.
Adventure. Love. Intrigue.

Imaginations are sparked and global
movements are started. And we're
bringing it all to The Abdali.

Join us to celebrate Arab and
world cinema in the 5th Edition
of AIFF this July.
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This year, more than ever, focus is on content, and we
want to celebrate cinema which allows us to reclaim our
narrative in our own way. We are very much aware that
we are gathering at a time of great suffering and huge
destruction. Yet for this fifth edition of the AIFF-Awal Film
Festival, while we have symbolically renounced the red
carpet, we have chosen to "show" life on the silver screen,
because our stories matter; those from Jordan, and the rest
of the region, and stories about those who -against all odds
- refuse to die or let their culture be erased.

In our part of the world, storytelling is about reminding
others of our humanity, faced with those who would deny
it. It is about preserving our dignity. It is about reminding the
world that we, in the Global South, are equal human beings
with equal rights. It is about saying: “enough.’

So, we are particularly grateful to those who have joined us
from other regions of the world, in support and solidarity.
And we are particularly excited about our lineup this year.
In addition to the four competitive sections, we have an
out of competition section, named “Spotlight” with films
that are not eligible yet worth watching, that is significantly
larger than usual.

And, as a novelty in this year's competition, an Audience
Award across all competitive sections will be granted to
the winners.

We hope you will catch most if not all of the 53 selected
films - most will run twice. They are all Jordanian premieres,
and among those, there are two world premieres, five
international premieres and 10 Arab premieres this year.
More importantly, four feature films which have been
awarded as projects by the Festival - and more precisely
by the Amman Film Industry Days - are being showcased
during this edition, three of which in competition.

This year, Jordanian cinema is well represented, including
the award-winning feature narrative ‘Inshallah a Boy", the
feature-length documentary “My Sweet Land" and five shorts.
You will also have the opportunity to see films from different
parts of the world including Spain, Norway, Ireland, Senegal
amongst others, in addition to an array of films from the rest
of the Arab world -and several co-productions.

There are moving personal and intimate stories and tough
family dynamics that are predominant in Arab narratives,
while realistically portrayed stories of refugees and
immigrants will continue to touch our hearts. Through
real or imagined narratives that look back on episodes in
our region's history, we will be able to imagine the past.
Other stories raise issues familiar across the planet, like
corruption and convictions. A variety of themes related to
women, often struggling mothers and their road toward
survival, and others toward their emancipation, appear in
several films. And of course, Palestine remains present
across most of our sections, both in and out of competition.
Our theme this year - "Ahkili" in Arabic, “Our Stories, Our
Narratives" in English - reflects a cinematic event that sees
the seventh art as more than entertainment. As we tell the
world who we are in all our diversity as Arabs, we are also
immortalizing our stories through film.
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Since we are in the mood of storytelling, allow me to tell
you briefly this short one .. The story of our Festival that just
turned five, a significant milestone for an annual cultural
event, prompting reflection on its journey. It started on a
bumpy road- when a virus forced us to look into creative
ways to navigate a world whose rules had become
unpredictable and threatening. We managed however to
keep the program as is. And we did as well the following
year: our growth remained timid, but our program was rich
and attractive. At the age of three, our “boutique festival’ -
as it has been dubbed in cinema circles - grew and started
gaining recognition locally and regionally. Last year, the
team - made up of some 20 dedicated staff - was proud
of its achievements: it had overcome initial challenges,
gathered enough support to continue for years to come,
while never giving up on the quality or letting glamour take
precedence over content.

Our festival focuses on Arab directors and our region is
unfortunately much too often marred by dramatic events;
yet, those that occurred and continue to unfold in Palestine
and Sudan were devastating and made us pause and
reflect. Not for long, as we -the Board and the operational
team - were adamant: in the midst of doom, it is crucial to
sustain the role of culture and our mission by supporting
audiovisual storytelling, so that our culture continues to
thrive. A culture that should shy away from dogmas and
exclusion. We are not there yet, but trust we will.

‘Cinemais life. And life is eternal’, said the legendary Indian

actress Savitri. In difficult times, cinema and art become a
refuge and a necessity. Cultural expressions can challenge
and counteract dominant narratives, notably in contexts
where the latter distort or erase history and identity.

The whole program of this edition has been conceived,
thought of and arranged around the imperative of telling
and amplifying our stories, credibly and sincerely. Be it in
the choice of films, jurors, experts or master classes. Some
might term this edition as “political”; we say that it is simply
committed to affirming our identity and our stand regarding
human values through culture. We are proud and happy to
welcome so many emerging talents who believe in that.
We are proud and happy to host an international helmet
director, who masters the art of telling individual simple
stories, anchored in their environment, yet speaking to the
world. We are proud and happy to screen for the first time
films done by young Gazans in the midst of Gaza's darkest
hours, defying the tragedy brought upon them. We are
proud and happy to have guests and jurors committed
to social justice. We are proud and happy to focus on the
importance of preserving and reinventing the audiovisual
archives in various workshops and panels. We are proud
and happy to be part of an Arab culture that continues to
flourish, contributing to a realistic view of our societies with
their wounds and potentials, through films that are neither
restricted to sheer entertainment nor to festival circuits, but
that speak to the public in the region and beyond.
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Last year, we drew the curtains on our silver screens, ending a
chapter of stories, experiences, and exchange. Our hearts were
full of hope and dreams, united by a shared vision of an ideal
world. Today, we raise the curtains on a new version. We dim the
lights and allow our screens the freedom to fill the space with
fresh stories and novel adventures.

We are fully aware that we still have a lot to do to realize our
hopes and fulfill our dreams. We believe in our right to express
ourselves and our power to make a difference. We believe in art
as a means of expression and a tool for facilitating change. And
we believe that withholding our narrative means giving up on our
humanity, our rights, and allowing others to erase our culture.

The screening rooms this year are lit up by a journey led by
generations of women. Ajourney that takes us from Tiberias to Paris.
And another that takes us back from Switzerland to Alexandria,
weighed down by the burdens of the past. Generations of other
women sail with us through forces of love and acceptance owned
by secret women's groups. We endure the traumas passed down
through generations, leading their daughters into addiction. And
we reflect on ourselves through expectant mothers who navigate
our diverse societies.

A young woman takes us between the secrets of Qatar and
Antarctica. And a father flies with his son to what lies beyond
the peaks in the mountains of Tunisia. And another spends a
dangerous night with his son in the alleys of Casablanca. We
roam with a dance troupe the mountain villages of the Atlas. And
encounter a simple Iraqi farmer who finds himself responsible for
a guest who is being tracked by hundreds of thousands of Uncle
Sam's soldiers.

A child's eyes reveal the fate of his hopes and paradise when
war engulfs his beloved Artsakh. And we journey back in time to
relive the catastrophe that darkened our region, a shadow that
lingers still. We touch a glimmer of light emanating from a cave
in the Galilee of Palestine, which then casts us to the outskirts of
Lebanon, where we experience stories that span its monasteries
and the shores of its beaches. And we sail to Bethlehem to meet
children whose goal is to reach the shores of that same sea.

We learn about the curse of a key whose owners were denied
the right to return to their home. We ride a young camel through
the deserts of Tabuk, journeying to the Red Sea, which whispers
its mysterious stories to us. Civilians from Gaza share harrowing
stories broadcast from the horrors of the ongoing war of
extermination, whose ugliness we witness day after day.

This year, your festival arrives with a fresh wave of enthusiasm,
aiming to place the entire world in your hands. It focuses on
stories and communities united by their shared humanity and
commitment to preserving dignity. The events of this year,
marked by indifference towards foundational values and their
origins, have compelled us as artists, individuals, and groups with
independent thought and expressive ability to reconnect with
our roots—our true identity, the essence of humanity. We must
surpass all divisions and obstacles that hinder us from sharing our
own images and stories.

Here is our lineup for this year, hopeful that our encounters will
rejuvenate with similar journeys in more auspicious times.
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We aim to lead by example and to create a positive
impact by inspiring the Jordanian and the regional
filmmaking industries. The AIFF is the first film festival
of this scale in the region, which places environmental
advocacy as one of its core values.

Here are the steps the festival understood this year to
ensure its compliance with principles of sustainability:

We will continue our carbon footprint Offsetting
program that might result from necessary actions,
such as travelling and transportation, by donating to
the Arab Group for the Protection of Nature (APN) to
plant trees in Jordan. For the past two years, so far,
we have planted 2100 trees all over the Kingdom.
We will also offset the activities we couldn't reduce
for the past two editions and plant more trees with
APN this year.

In the framework of the * Amman Film Industry Days",
we're hosting a panel highlighting the efforts of other
festivals globally to inspire change collectively.

Reduce the waste and printed material and upcycle
the material used in branding and artwork.

Use environmentally friendly packaging.

Remove diesel generators as a primary power
source at the Drive-in cinemas.

Incentivize electric vehicles.

Sending Environmental easy-to-follow messages
to our guests and the festival goers. .

Initiate  #SustainableCinema on social media
platforms as a branding and awareness tool to
connect filmmaking with the environment and
climate action.

"™
WE CARE ABOUT
OUR PLANET
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A Bosnian director
and professor

Aida Begic¢ was born in Sarajevo. Her debut “Snow”
premiered at Cannes' Semaine de la Critique, where
it won the Grand Prix award. Her film “Children of
Sarajevo” premiered in Un Certain Regard where it
received the Special Distinction of Jury Award. She
wrote and directed the short film "Album’, which is part of omnibus
‘Bridges of Sarajevo” that had its world premiere in the Special
Screening section of Cannes. Her feature film “Never Leave Me"
won numerous awards at festivals worldwide, as well as her last
feature film A Ballad" which premiered in the Program of Sarajevo
Film Festival. All four features were Bosnian candidates for the
Oscars. She is a Professor at the Academy of Performing Arts in
Sarajevo, and a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences, the European Film Academy, the Association of
Filmmakers of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the Société des
Auteurs et Compositeurs Dramatiques.

A Tunisian actor
and Director

Before starting his acting career in the Arab world,
Dhafer L'Abidine enjoyed a successful career in the
West, appearing in international productions such
as “The Looming Tower", which received four Emmy
nominations. In 2020, he had a key role in “The Eddy",
produced and directed by Oscar-winner Damien Chazelle.
L'Abidine starred in "Aroos Beirut" as well as “Halawat AlDounia",
for which he won the Murex D'or for Best Arab Actorina TV Series.
In 2021, L'Abidine started his production company Double A
Productions and directed his first feature film “Ghodwa", which
he co-wrote, starred in and produced in Tunisia. After its world
premiere at Cairo International Film Festival, “Ghodwa" scooped
the International Federation of Film Critics prize in 2021 and
competed at the AIFF in 2022. In 2023, L'Abidine directed his
second film “To My Son" which was screened across the Middle
East and won best script and best film at the Arab Hollywood film
Festival.

28

duiwg) Guosalalg

Laolié udpc o .goulpw o6 Ul itey 63 yle Wa g
U ULlardo uoo ALl Equ il 6 610 JolSnows Joll
Children ofy Lawolyo uay cg Lo w5116 54 jLo Ciyn
Wil ullyh Ylapao (o Lo 61 A o d (6 Sarajevo
6 Lalio LA Coa s dnlall puanil dind 615la ode Jna Cin
Bridges ofy Ulg_isy 61 1 &l A ol (o Liaglgiil (o Album dilqic
Ularao oo dnlallyagysllioowd o6 6)o Jol e il Sarajevo
-0 Plgallyo aa=llpde Never Leave Me» gl Laglio jla .gla
610Ul Ay ¢ s JIA Balladh Laolsl p Alellaagdolle wlilapao
o .O3leir will g@ylp w ylajao po6 Al Aol Aol 6

S well 6 5la) diuwgul o syl Laollol ay iy
V-29:09411 1 6 Yol dtoalal b 83l wl oo Ul ke 63 le
Aoyl (L woll) A Aol jg i pgleg Ugio G ro)alal poo 8gAc
Elwpallg diwgyl o6 oM 6l ELin d_olAiog (EFA) d_ugjoll oA _olll
(SACD) U—woljadl (tinlellg wliall d_zong (UFRBIH)

eho09Jioo
OLLLIgT

E-lod iyl el poo A iliioll aipwio Iy Ul U6
Cn sl o0 s odao clal Uil oA
The) ,60j93 A4 Joallul ol oaja=ll 0 ) alA
85l ula by d syl ule Jna saJlLooming Tower
65l j 58l @)ollg iiol w The Eddyr (oo L1923 L) LoS wy—oll
w90 Lo Agnul jga Uledl sl A ole Jyjlib Utola jla gl
J-doo Jaol dpaillyn 590 6j-5lny jLo i in wliall 6gilag augyu
eLiiyl day b (1 ple Yt yu il . odgyjéli Jwling oy poope
JoUl Usghll d_olyio a_iilg @1_alg (Double A Productions) a_s d_nlAll
ode gl na.ddghh il jgad 1o L slgdilis oo Wi salléga e
Adnpe A 2 Ubloit wll ALGIU oJoall alail aloliclg A 6 6j5la
Wylubg Lo 1 ole pgall piloir il 64 aléll Ylardo yeb 840 JoU
L0 ole Lol Vil Wl Yloc Ylapao Lo drw il dnolioll o
Gl elail G ron oo Uare AP e ol udb odlWl dolys @Al
399498 Ulapaio p—0 Lo JAslg uai Aol jLog Lo ia gl
RWEIJLWITI]



JURY - ARAB FEATURE NARRATIVE COMPETITION
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Presley Chweneyagae
A South African actor,
writer and philanthropist

Presley Chweneyagae is an actor, writer and
philanthropist. He began acting at the age of thirteen
in school and in cultural centers in his hometown of
Mafikeng, South Africa. He has starred in multiple
award-winning plays performed at both national and
international festivals.

Besides travelling across the globe presenting different films at
festivals like Toronto Film Festival, Chweneyagae starred in the
much-acclaimed Oscar winning film “Tsotsi", “iINumber Number”
and many others.

When he is not doing theatre or filming, Presley enjoys watching
films, documentaries and  spending time with his family. He
continues to do charity work under the Presley Chweneyagae
Foundation, based in Pretoria, South Africa.

Hakim Belabbes
An Independent
Moroccan filmmaker

Hakim Belabbes is an independent Moroccan film-
maker who lives and works between Morocco and
Chicago, USA.

He currently holds the position of General Director of
the Higher Institute of Audiovisual and Film Profes-
sions in Rabat, Morocco.

Belabbes' work includes “Collapsed Walls" (2021), “Sweat Rain”
(2017), "Weight of the Shadow" (2015), “Defining Love: A Failed
Attempt” (2013), “Boiling Dreams” (2012), "Ashlaa” (2011), “These
Hands" (2008), “Why O'Sea" (2006), “Khahit Errouh” (2003), “Whis-
pers’ (2002), “A Shephred and a Rifle” (2001).
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JURY - ARAB FEATURE
DOCUMENTARY COMPETITION
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Khadija Al Salami

Yemen's first
woman filmmaker

Khadija Al-Salami is Yemen's first female filmmaker.
She has made over 30 documentaries for various TV
stations in France and Yemen, receiving worldwide
acclaim. Her first fiction film ‘I am Nojoom, Age 10
and Divorced” won over 30 awards, screening at
hundreds of festivals. She has written “La Rosée du Matin" and
“The Tears of Sheba’", an autobiography co-authored with Charles
Hoots about her growing up in Yemen. Al-Salami served as the
Press and Cultural Counselor and Director of the Communication
and Cultural Center at the Embassy of Yemen in Paris until 2011,
Her awards include: The Knight of the Order of Arts & Letters
awarded by French Culture Minister Frederic Mitterrand; Inspiring
woman, chosen by the Mosaic Foundation; Yo Dona Award for
Professional Work; Medal of Honor, rank of Knight (Chevalier)
awarded by French President Jacques Chirac; Prince Claus Award
(Netherlands). Al-Salami is a member of the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences.
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JURY - ARAB FEATURE DOCUMENTARY COMPETITION
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Laith Al-Majali
A Jordanian film producer
editor and photographer

Laith Al-Majali is a Jordanian film producer, editor and
photographer, currently based in Los Angeles. He
produced and edited the Sundance Audience Award
winner Captain Abu Raed (2008) and co-produced
the Academy Award-nominated “Theeb" (2016). His
latest work as an editor was on Netflix's thriller “Naga", which
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premiered at TIFF's “Midnight Madness" section in 2023. He joined LD )0 60 JoV A )¢ $aJlg U S UGT Anio b-Le 8L &)LVl

the Editor's Guild in 2018 while assisting Oscar-nominated editor
Alex Rodriguez on the war drama “Mosul’.

In his career as a photographer, Al-Majali has documented a
wide variety of subjects including the rise of hip-hop in the Arabic
speaking world and camels in America. He has also served as a
unit stills photographer on several film sets.
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Steven Markovitz
A South African producer
and film distributor

Steven Markovitz has over 25 years of experience
in producing and distributing feature films and
documentaries. He has worked with over 150 directors
from 30 African countries on films that have screened
at festivals including Cannes, Sundance, Berlin,
Toronto and Venice, and sold worldwide.
Markovitz co-founded the Encounters South African International
Documentary Festival in 1999. He is a founding executive
committee member of the Independent Producers’ Organization
of South Africa. Since 2018, Steven has been a member of the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

In 2015, Markovitz co-founded the immersive media non-profit
Electric South. In 2023, he was knighted by the Burkina Faso
government for his contribution to African Cinema. Markovitz has
advised the governments of Namibia and South Africa on film
policy and has served on juries and selection panels in countries
including USA, Lebanon, Holland, Germany, Nigeria, Burkina Faso
and South Africa
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Khadar Ayderus Ahmed aoai yvgjadi paa
A Somali-Finnish o)l il
screenwriter and director Gailio pJlogn @09

Khadar Ayderus Ahmed is a Somali-Finnish
screenwriter and director who has written short
films, features and a TV-series. His feature directorial
debut “The Gravedigger's Wife" world premiered
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Award at Toronto International film festival 2021 and the Golden Yennenga J ool glrnall 61 5lag M1 ole ool pilodrwll g iijgs
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Murad Abu-Eisheh
A Jordanian
director

Murad Abu-Eisheh, born in 19092 in Amman-Jordan,
is a Student Academy Award winner and a member
of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
Abu-Eisheh holds a Bachelor's degree in Design and
Visual Communication from the German-Jordanian
University, and a Diploma in film directing from the Filmakademie
Baden-Wurttemberg. His breakthrough came in 2021 with his
film Tala'vision, which was honored with over 70 awards including
the Golden Yusr of the Red Sea Film Festival, Best Film Award
at the Rhode Island Film Festival, and the Golden Medal of the
Student Academy Awards. It made the official shortlist for the 94th
Academy Awards.

Through his films, Abu-Eisheh questions socio-political injustices
in the Eastern Mediterranean region. His graduation film, A Calling.
From the Desert. To the Sea, tackles the liberation of young
women from patriarchal structures as they face fears planted by
fathers to control their daughters.

Susan Youssef
A filmmaker

Susan Youssef is best known for her dramatic features
"Habibi" and "Marjoun and the Flying Headscarf",
streaming now on Netflix. Her work on “Habibi" has
won her awards internationally, including NETPAC
and FIPRESCI prizes. *Marjoun” was featured on
Sundance's "9 Essential Independant Films". Youssef is writer/
director of the 21st Century Fox-commissioned short "‘Amsterdam
to Anatolia’, which is also on Netflix. Several of her works were
official selections at festivals such as Cannes, Venice, Toronto
International, and Sundance. She is a Fulbright Fellow, Princess
Grace Award Winner, Yale University Poynter Fellow, MacMillan
Center Artist in Residence, and 21st Century Fox Director Fellow.
Susan has been a Guest Speaker at Yale, Harvard, Princeton, the
State Department, and many other institutions around the world.
Prior to filmmaking, she was a schoolteacher and journalist in
Beirut.
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Ronald P. Glasbergen
An architect, artist
and curator from Rotterdam

Ronald P. Glasbergen grew up and still mostly lives
in Rotterdam. After leaving home at eighteen, he
worked in construction while studying to become
an architect. By thirty-one he also became an artist.
Both careers made him curious for a bird's eye view
of his surroundings. With some luck he steered himself towards
curating art shows at home and abroad. Next to artists, he was also
exhibiting architects and filmmakers. To make more sense of it he
also studied film and international politics. Collaborating with two
anthropologist friends as a cinematographer, Glasbergen worked
throughout the Sahel area. He went on as a curator and writer.
Currently he is the chief editor of Vandaagenmorgen. Glasbergen
writes mainly on the arts, film and international politics.
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Ola Salwa
A Polish film critic
and journalist

Ola Salwa is a Polish film critic and journalist with over
20 years of experience. She has worked with leading
Polish magazines including Przekroj, Polityka, Film
and Elle. Currently she writes for Polityka, Kino and
Cineuropa.org. Salwa has also curated and organized
industry events and is currently head of industry at the Polish Film
Festival, the most important national film festival in Poland. She
is @ member of the European Film Academy. She sat on juries in
Toronto, Stockholm, Tallinn, Thessaloniki and El Gouna. Salwa is
currently learning Arabic.

Ahmed Alayyad

A Saudi journalist
and critic

Ahmad Al-Ayyad, a Saudi journalist and critic, is the
founder and editor-in-chief of “Fasllah” cinematic
website and a member of the International Federation
of Film Critics (FIPRESCI).

Al-Ayyad has covered several Arab and international
film festivals, including “Toronto," “Berlin," “Cannes,” and “Venice,"
as well as Arab film festivals such as “Red Sea," “Cairo," and “El
Gouna.'

He has served on juries, including the Ismailia International Film
Festival. In addition to his role as the head of the arts section at
“Elaph,” he has been a member of the script reading committee at
the Saudi Broadcasting Authority and has worked as the program-

ming manager for “Thmanyah" Cinema.
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Located in Abdali, the heart of Amman and the center of urban innovation, the Edgo
Atrium is globally recognized for its green building excellence. The Edgo Atrium offers a
sustainable working environment with retail and office spaces designed for innovation
and collaboration, along with state-of-the-art security. Additionally, the Edgo Atrium
provides amenities that elevate your business experience, including exclusive access to
the rooftop SkyGarden.
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FIRST & LATEST:
A Conversation with Asghar Farhadi
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This non-competitive section presents accomplished
and renowned filmmakers, offering a closer look
at their work and at how their filmmaking style has
evolved over the years.
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Asghar Farhadi, the acclaimed international film
director, will be our guest this year on Tuesday, July 9
at 8 PM. This section highlights seasoned filmmakers,
showcasing the evolution of their cinematic language
over the years. Farhadi will take us on a journey, sharing
the experiences that shaped his visual and narrative
style, leading up to his latest productions. The director
will share lessons learned throughout his cinematic
career, discussing the challenges he faced that
contributed to the maturity of his work as a director.

In the introduction to his book “Seven Screenplays”,
Farhadi wrote: *l reviewed all my screenplays, searching
for one common thread amongst them all, and found
that the biggest commonality is the “question”. | started
by asking questions, then my questions grew bigger
and heavier over time, and their facets multiplied (..).
Our world needs those who ask questions more than
those who volunteer to give answers; it needs those
who place a question mark before anything, no matter
how definitive it appears.”

From this brief glimpse into his world, we encourage
you to delve into Farhadi's creative cinematic universe
and his unique thinking process. We look forward to
seeing you at this discussion session.
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A Conversation with Asghar Farhadi
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Asghar Farhadi is a renowned Iranian director and
screenwriter, considered one of the most prominent
cinematic voices in Iran and the world. He was born on
May 7, 1972, in the city of Isfahan. From an early age, he
showed a great passion for the arts, especially cinema.
Farhadi earned a bachelor's degree in dramatic arts from
the University of Tehran in 1988, followed by a master's
degree in theater direction.

Farhadi began his cinematic career by directing his
first feature film, “Dancing in the Dust" in 2003. His
international fame came with his fourth film, “About ELLy"
in 2009, which won the Silver Bear for Best Director at
the 59th Berlin International Film.

Two years later, his film “A Separation” premiered at the
61st Berlin International Film Festival, where it won the
Golden Bear for Best Film, becoming the first Iranian film
to win this award. The following year, "A Separation” won
the Golden Globe for Best Foreign Language Film and
became the first Iranian film to win the Academy Award
for Best Foreign Language Film at the 84th Academy
Awards. The film also won the César Award for Best
Foreign Film, bringing its total awards to 88.

In 2013, his film “The Past" was selected to compete for
the Palme d'Or at the Cannes Film Festival. Three years
later, he returned with his film “The Salesman," which
competed for the Palme d'Or at the Cannes Film Festival
and won Farhadi the award for Best Screenplay. The film
won the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language
Film for the second time. Five years later in 2018, his film
‘Everybody Knows" was selected as the opening film
for the Cannes Film Festival and was nominated for the
Palme d'Or.

In 2021, Farhadi won the Grand Prix at the Cannes
Film Festival for his film "A Hero," sharing the award
with “Compartment No. 6" by Finnish director Juho
Kuosmanen.

Asghar Farhadi has contributed to enhancing the status
of Iranian cinema on the international stage. His films
are characterized by a narrative style that addresses
social and ethical issues through multi-dimensional
and realistic characters. Farhadi uses everyday tensions
and intricate details to build dramatic plots that explore
themes such as honor, justice and human relationships.
Thanks to his profound human stories and unique
cinematic style, he has captured the attention of
audiences and critics alike, making him one of the most
influential and respected directors in the world today.

Don't miss this exclusive opportunity to engage with
one of cinema's greats. Join us on Tuesday, July 9 at
8 PM at The Royal Film Commission for a memorable
conversation with Asghar Farhadi.
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BYE BYE TIBERIAS

Director Lina Soualem

Palestine | Arabic (Palestinian Dialect), French | English,

Arabic Subtitles | Documentary | 2023 | all audience| 82 min

In her early twenties, Hiam Abbass left her native Palestinian village
to follow her dream of becoming an actress in Europe, leaving
behind her mother, grandmother, and seven sisters. Thirty years
later, her filmmaker daughter Lina returns with her to the village
and questions for the first time her mother's bold choices, her
chosen exile and the way the women in their family influenced both
their lives. Set between past and present, Bye Bye Tiberias pieces
together images of today, family footage from the nineties and
historical archives to portray four generations of daring Palestinian
women who keep their story and legacy alive through the strength
of their bonds, despite exile, dispossession, and heartbreak.

Awards: Grierson Award in Documentary Competition - BFI London Film
Festival- London, UK- 2023
Jury Prize - Marrakech Film Festival - Marrakech, Morocco - 2023

Director's Biography

Lina Soualem s a French-Palestinian-Algerian filmmakerand actress,
born and based in Paris. After studying History and Political Science
at La Sorbonne University, Lina started working as a programmer for
the International Human Rights Film Festival in Buenos Aires. Lina's
debut feature documentary “Their Algeria” premiered in Visions du
Réel International Film Festival 2020. It received the First Film Award
in CINEMED Montpellier International Festival of Mediterranean Film,
the Best Arab Documentary Award in El Gouna Film Festival and
the Best Documentary Award at Cinemania Film Festival, among a
dozen other awards. Lina acted in three feature films directed by
Hafsia Herzi, Hiam Abbass and Rayhana. She currently works as an
author on fiction films, documentaries and TV series.

Jordanian Premiére

Production: Beall Productions
(France), Altitude100 Productions
(Belgium), Philistine Films
(Palestine)

Cinematography: Frida Marzouk
Editing: Gladys Joujou
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BACK TO ALEXA
Tamer Ruggli
Egypt, Switzerland, Qatay, France
BACKSTAGE
Afef Ben Mahmoud & Khalil Benkirane
Morocco, Tunisia, Belgium, Qatar
France, Norway, Saudi Arabia

BEHIND THE MOUNTAINS
Mohamed Ben Attia

Tunisia, Belgium, France, Italy, KSA,
Qatar

HOUNDS
Kamal Lazraq
Morocco

INSHALLAH A BOY
Amjad Al-Rasheed
Jordan, France, Saudi Arabia, Qatar

The Burdened
Amr Gamal
Yemen, Sudan, Saudi Arabia
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ARAB FEATURE NARRATIVE COMPETITION | dlghll dullgul dup=ll AoV déluo

Animalia

Director Sofia Alaoui

Morocco, France, Qatar | French, Arabic (Moroccan Dialect),
Berber \English Subtitles | Science Fiction| 2023 | 18+ 90 min

Itto, a young woman from a modest rural background, is slowly
adapting to the Moroccan privileged codes of her husband's
family. But when supernatural events put the country in a state
of emergency, Itto finds herself separated from her husband
and new family. Alone, pregnant and looking for her way back,
she finds emancipation.

Awards: World Cinema Dramatic Special Jury Award: Creative Vision - Sun-
dance Film Festival - Utah, The United States - 2023

Special Mention: New Voices New Visions Award - Palm Springs
International Film Festival - California, The United States - 2023

International Narrative Feature Award - Calgary International Film
Festival - Calgary, Canada - 2023

Director's Biography

Sofia Alaoui was born in Casablanca to a Moroccan father and a French
mother. After graduating high school in Casablanca, she moved to Paris
to study cinema. In 2017, she returned to Morocco to develop her own
production company, Jiango Films. She has directed both documentary
and fiction shorts that have been selected at many festivals. Her
last film, "So What if the Goats Die" won the Grand Jury Prize at the
Sundance Film Festival in 2020, and César for best short fiction film in
2021. She has directed a short film for 20th Century Fox, “The Lake",
which is broadcasting on Hulu. "Animalia” is her first feature film.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Sofia Alaoui
Cinematography: Noée Bach
Editing: Héloise Pelloquet

Sofia Alaoui

Cast: Oumaima Barid, Mehdi Dehbi, Fouad Oughaou

Production: Wrong Films, Srab Films, Dounia
Production, Jiango Films, Margaux Lorier, Toufik
Ayadi, Christophe Barral, Dounia Benjelloun Mezian,
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ARAB FEATURE NARRATIVE COMPETITION | dlghll dullgul A=)l AoVl 4o

BACK TO ALEXANDRIA

Director Tamer Ruggli

Egypt, Switzerland, Qatar, France
Arabic (Egyptian Dialect), French, English
English Subtitles| Drama | 2023 | 18+ | 9o min

After twenty years of absence, Sue returns to Egypt, her na-
tive country, to see her mother, Fairouz, an eccentric aristocrat,
with whom she broke all ties. This surprising trip, which leads
her from Cairo to Alexandria, is tinged with distant memories,

nostalgia, and mixed feelings regarding her past.

Director’s Biography

Born in 1986, Tamer Ruggli is a Swiss-Egyptian filmmaker who
spent his formative years in Kinshasa, Riyadh, Vienna, and Zu-
rich. Ruggli pursued his education at the Ecole cantonale d'art de
Lausanne (ECAL) and further refined his writing skills at the New
York Film Academy. He received the SSA Scholarship (Swiss So-
ciety of Authors) and the Prix CECI Le Moulin d’Andé for his first
feature-length film, “Back to Alexandria”. Tamer's films have been
recognized and awarded by numerous prestigious international
film festivals.

Jordanian Premiére
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BACKSTAGE

Director

Morocco, Tunisia, Belgium, Qatar, France, Norway, Saudi Arabia
Arabic | English Subtitles |Drama 2023
All Audience | 102 min

Aida, member of a contemporary dance troupe touring Morocco,
provokes during a performance in a small Middle Atlas town, her
life and stage partner Hedi, who injures her onstage triggering a
series of events through a long night across a forest on the way to
the next village's doctor.

Awards: Cinema & Arts award - Giornate degli Autori (Venice Days) -
Venice, ltaly - 2023

Director's Biography

Afef Ben Mahmoud dashed into a rich artistic career from an early age,
initially as a dancer then as an actress. She held lead roles under major
Tunisian directors in films like Nouri Bouzid's "Making Of" and Mehdi
Hmili's “Streams’, receiving Best Actress at the Cairo International Film
Festival. Ben Mahmoud produced Bouzid's latest film “The Scarecrows"
which premiered at the Venice Film Festival. Afef co-directed her first
feature, "Backstage” with Khalil Benkirane, in which she plays a lead
role. The film premiered at the 2023 Venice Film Festival, in competition
at the Giornate degli Autori. Ben Mahmoud holds a diploma in
scriptwriting and direction, and a Master of Research in Image Design.

After pursuing cinema studies, Khalil Benkirane oversaw the San
Francisco Arab Film Festival then returned to Morocco to direct “The
White Thread". In 2008, he moved to Qatar and produced films for
Al Jazeera Children Channel then joined the Doha Film Institute in
2011 Where he oversees since the Grants Programme. In 2019 he co-
produced Nouri Bouzid's “The Scarecrows" which won the Human
Rights Award at the Venice Film Festival and contributed to Ali Essafi's
‘Before The Dying of The Light" Khalil produced and co-directed
‘Backstage” which premiered at the 2023 Venice Film Festival, in
competition at Giornate degli Autori, and won the Cinema & Arts award.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Sondos Belhassen, Afef Ben Mahmoud,
Saleh Bakri, Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, Sofiane Ouissi,
Hajiba Fahmy, Ali Thabet, Abdallah Badis, Salima
Abdelwahab, Nassim Baddag

Production: Khalil Benkirane & Afef Ben Mahmoud

Screenplay: Afef Ben Mahmoud
Cinematography: Benjamin Rufih

Editing: Rawchen Mizouri, Skander Ben
Ammar, Afef Ben Mahmoud
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BEHIND THE MOUNTAINS

Director Mohamed Ben Attia

Tunisia, Belgium, France, Italy, Saudi Arabia, Qatar
Arabic (Tunisian Dialect) | English Subtitles | Drama | 2023
16+ | 97 min

After spending four years in jail, Rafeek takes his only son
behind the mountains to show him an incredible find.

Director’s Biography

Mohamed Ben Attia was born in Tunisia in 1976. He graduated
from the Institut de Hautes Etudes Commerciales in 1998
before studying Audiovisual Communication at the University of
Valenciennes in France.

Ben Attia kicked off his filmmaking career with five shorts, including
"Kif Lokhrin" which won the Silver Award at the FESPACO in 2006,
and “Selma’, which competed in the Official Competition of the
Clermont-Ferrand Festival and won several awards in various
other festivals.

His debut feature, “Hedi", won the Best First Film Award and the
Silver Bear for Best Actor at the 2016 Berlinale. Ben Attia's second
feature, “Dear Son', went on to screen as part of the Director's
Fortnight in Cannes in 2018.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Majd Mastoura, Walid Bouchhioua, Samer Bisharat,

Screenplay: Mohamed Ben Attia Selma Zeghidi, Helmi Dridi, Wissem Belgharek
Cinematography: Frederic Noirhomme

Editing: Lenka Fillnerova

Production: Dora Bouchoucha, Lina Chaabane, Jean
Pierre Et Luc Dardenne, Delphine Tomson, Nadim
Cheikhrouha, Giovanni Robbiano, Lorenzo Rapetti,
Paolo Spina
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ARAB FEATURE NARRATIVE COMPETITION

HOUNDS

Director Kamal Lazraq

Morocco | Arabic (Moroccan Dialect) | English Subtitles

Drama | 2023 |18+ 94 min

In the suburbs of Casablanca, Hassan and Issam, father and
son, live from day to day by carrying out small trafficking
jobs for the local mafia. One evening, they are tasked with
kidnapping a man. Trapped in a long night, they have no idea
what awaits them...

Awards: Jury Award - Un Certain Regard - Cannes - France - 2023
Jury Prize - Marrakech Intl Film Festival - Marrakech, Morocco - 2023

Director's Biography

Born in Casablanca in 1984, Kamal Lazraq graduated from La
Femis in 2011 after studying in the film direction department. His
graduation short film "Drari” received the Cinéfondation Second
Prize in Cannes, and the Short Film Grand Prize at the Entrevues
de Belfort Film Festival. In 2013, Lazraq directed another short
film, “Moul Lkelb" (The Man with a Dog), which received numerous
awards in international film festivals. “Hounds" is his first feature
film. It received the 2021 Gan Foundation for Cinema grant and the
Un Certain Regard Jury Award in Cannes Film Festival in 2023.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Ayoub Elaid, Abdellatif Masstouri,
Mohamed Hmimsa

Screenplay: Kamal Lazraq
Cinematography: Amine Berrada
Editing: Héloise Pelloquet & Stéphane
Myczkowski

Production: Said Hamich Benlarbi
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INSHALLAH A BOY

Director

Jordan, France, Saudi Arabia, Qatar | Arabic (Jordanian Dialect)

English Subtitles | Drama | 2023 | 18+ [ 113 min

After the sudden death of her husband, Nawal is struggling to
cope with the upheavalin her life. Her pain is soon compounded
by the possibility of losing her home to her brother-in-law.
Desperate to keep her home and provide a stable life for her
daughter, Nawal resorts to deception by faking a pregnancy.
As time passes, the lie becomes harder to sustain and Nawal
faces a difficult choice. With only three weeks to find a solution,
Nawal embarks on a journey that challenges her fears, beliefs,
and morality, as she fights to secure her rightful inheritance
and protect her daughter's future.

Awards; Gan Foundation Award and the Rail d'Or Award for Best Feature Film -
Cannes Film Festival - 2023

Director’s Biography

Amjad Al-Rasheed, a Jordanian director and writer born in 1985,
has an MFA in Cinematic Arts with a concentration in Directing and
Editing. In 2016, he was selected by Screen International as one
of five Arab Stars of Tomorrow, highlighting the up-and-coming
young talents of the region.

Al-Rasheed also attended the Talent Campus during the 57th Ber-
linale, after which he directed short films that garnered nomina-
tions and won prizes at various Arab and international film festivals.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Mouna Hawa, Haitham Omari, Yumna
Marwan, Salwa Nakkara, Mohammad Al
Jizawi, Eslam Al-Awadi, Celina Rabab»a

Screenplay: Amjad Al-Rasheed, Rula Nasser,
and Delphine Agut
Cinematography: Kanamé Onoyama

Editing: Ahmed Hafez
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Production: Rula Nasser, Aseel Abu Ayyash
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ARAB FEATURE NARRATIVE COMPETITION

THE BURDENED

Director Amr Gamal

Yemen, Sudan, Saudi Arabia | Arabic (Yemeni Dialect) |
English Subtitles | Drama | 2023 | 16+ 101 min

The story follows the struggles of a married couple and their three
children after both husband and wife lose their jobs because of
the country's economic crisis. After the mother discovers she
is carrying a fourth child, the beleaguered parents try to get an
abortion, despite their community's conservative stance, forcing
the family to make tough decisions in order to survive.

Awards: Second Place Audience Award - Berlin International Film Festival -
Berlin, Germany - 2023
Amnesty International Award - Durban International Film Festival -
Durban, South Africa - 2023
Jury Prize for Best Director & Best Screenplay - Valencia International
Film Festival - Valencia, Spain - 2023

Director's Biography

Amr Gamal is an independent filmmaker and theatre director
from Aden city, Yemen. In 2003, Gamal received the President's
Award for playwriting, and in 2005, he established the Khalegj
Aden Theatre Troupe. Gamal has written and directed all of the
troupe’s theatre productions since. His play "Ma'k Nazel" became
the first Yemeni play to be performed in Europe (Berlin) after its
big success in Yemen. His first feature film, 10 Days Before the
Wedding", premiered in Aden in 2018, becoming the first film to
open commercially in Yemen in three decades. The film screened
for over eight months and became Yemen's official submission to
the Oscars that year.

Jordanian Premiére
Cast: Khaled Hamdan, Abeer Mohammed,
Samah Alamrani, Awsam Abdulrahman

Production: Mohsen Alkhalifi, Amr Gamal, Amjad
abu Alala, Adenium Productions, Station Films

Screenplay: Amr Gamal, Mazen Refaat
Cinematography: Mrinal Desai
Editing: Heba Othman
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HIDING SADDAM HUSSEIN

Director Halkawt Mustafa

Iraq, Norway | Arabic (Iraqi Dialect)

English Subtitles \ Documentary | 2023 16+ | 96 minutes

A simple Iraqi farmer gets an unexpected guest knocking on
his door. A guest who must be hidden from family, friends and
150 000 American soldiers. The guest is President Saddam

Hussein.

Awards: Best DOP - Norwegian Gullruten - Norway - 2023

Director’s Biography

Halkawt Mustafa is an established Norwegian-Kurdish film
director, screenwriter and producer born in Iraq. His second
feature narrative film, “El Clasico", received international acclaim
and was selected as Iraq's entry for Best Foreign Language Film at
the Oscars. It won prizes as the Tribeca Film Festival and received
the Public Choice Award at the Norwegian Academy Awards.
At the same time, Mustafa has gained unique access and
knowledge as journalist, reporting from Syria, Gaza, Iraq and other
parts of the Middle Eastern region.

Jordanian Premiére

Cinematography: Kjell Vassdal, Anders Hereid Production: Hene Films

Editing: Halkawt Mustafa
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HOLLYWOODGATE

Director lIbrahim Nash’at

Egypt, Germany, USA | Pashto, Dari, English
English Subtitles \ Documentary | 2023 |16+ | 91 minutes

When the United States withdrew from its twenty-year “forever war”
in Afghanistan, the Taliban retook control of the ravaged country and
immediately found an American base loaded with weaponry—a portion
of over $7 billion in U.S. armaments stillin the country. Unprecedented
and audacious, director Ibrahim Nash'at's “Hollywoodgate” spends
a year inside Afghanistan following the Taliban as they take
possession of the cache America left behind—and transform from a
fundamentalist militia into a heavily armed military regime.

Awards: Golden Star for Best International Documentary - EL Gouna Film Festival,
Egypt - 2023
Best International Feature—Zurich Film Festival- Zurich, Switzerland—2023
Best International Documentary - Adelaide Film Festival, Australia - 2023
Grand Jury Prize—Full Frame Festival—North Carolina, USA -2024Grand
Jury Prize—Full Frame Festival—North Carolina, USA -2024

Director's Biography

Ibrahim Nash'at is a multi-award-winning Egyptian documentary
filmmaker based in Berlin, Germany. His career in journalism spans
various formats, working with several international channels and
online platforms such as Deutsche Welle, Al Jazeera, Business Insider,
AJ+ Voice of America and others. Nash'at holds a master's degree in
documentary filmmaking from Met Film School. He co-edited Talal
Derki's “Under the Sky of Damascus" which premiered at Panorama -
Berlinale 2023 and won the Golden Alexander at the 25th Thessaloniki
Doc Festival. Nash'at has directed multiple short films which were
selected in several film festivals worldwide. “Hollywoodgate" is
Nash'at's first feature film. It premiered at Venice Film Festival

Jordanian Premiére

Production: Talal Derki, Odessa Rae,
Shane Boris

Cinematography: Ibrahim Nash'at

Editing: Atanas Georgiev, Marion Tuor
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HYPHEN

Director Reine Razzouk

Lebanon | Arabic (Lebanese Dialect)

English Subtitles | Documentary | 2023 | 18+ | 98 minutes

When Nicole reveals to her childhood friend and cousin,
Reine, that she's been addicted to heroin since she was 13,
they decide to document Nicole's rehab journey. Hyphen
follows the ups and downs of their relationship as well as
Nicole's struggle to face the world as an adult and grown
woman despite the lack of economic opportunities. Nicole
had to overcome the poisonous cultural upbringing that
teaches young women to suppress their ideas and sexuality
and to follow a set of religious and cultural rules.

Awards: Best Non-Fiction Feature Film - Malmo Arab Film Festival -
Malmo, Sweden - 2023

Director’s Biography

Reine Razzouk is a Lebanese filmmaker, screenwriter, and
assistant director. She holds a bachelor's degree in audiovisual
and a master's degree in cinema directing from ALBA - Acadéemie
Libanaise des Beaux-Arts in Beirut. Reine has worked on many
major commercials and feature films with prominent directors
such as Ziad Doueiri, Mira Nair, Abdelrahman Sissako, and Maryam
Keshavarz. She also worked on all the official FIFA World Cup
music videos in 2022 in Qatar. Currently, Reine is developing her
first narrative feature and has just finished ‘Hyphen, her first feature
documentary.

Arab Premiére

Cinematography: Rachelle Noja & Talal Khoury  Production: Reine Razzouk

Editing: Zeina Abul Hosn
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MY SWEET LAND

Director Sareen Hairabedian

Jordan, USA, France, Ireland | Armenian

Arabic, English Subtitles | Documentary 2024 | 16+ | 86 minutes

My Sweet Land is a coming-of-age story set against a
multigenerational war in the post-Soviet Caucasus Mountains.
Eleven-year-old boy Vrej, who dreams of becoming a dentist,
is forced to leave his homeland Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh)
during the 2020 war with Azerbaijan. Months later, upon
returning to his surviving village, he confronts the devastation,
new power dynamics, and education that prepares children
for near-future battles. Vrej must learn the rules of war.. but
can he carry a nation's hopes on his young shoulders?

Director's Biography

Sareen Hairabedian is an Armenian-Jordanian documentary
filmmaker. Through her observational films, she captures the
stories of the underrepresented. Hairabedian's directorial debut
“We Are Not Done Yet" is a 40-minute HBO documentary about
the power of poetry to heal (Best Documentary: G.I. Film Festival,
nominee for Best Documentary Shorts: International Documentary
Association 2018 Awards.) "My Sweet Land" (Sheffield DocFest,
2024) is her debut feature-length documentary featuring one
child's journey through trauma and hope. It's the recipient of the
IDFA Spotlight Award, and is supported by ITVS, ARTE, International
Documentary Association, Arab Fund for Arts & Culture, the Jordan
Film Fund, CNC and others.

National Premiére

Cinematography: Sareen Hairabedian Production: Azza Hourani, Sareen

Editing: Sareen Hairabedian, Raphaélle Hairabedian. Julie Paratian, David Rane
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PLACES OF THE SOUL

Director Hamida Issa

Qatar | Arabic (Qatari Dialect), English \ English Subtitles

Documentary \ 2023 | all audiences | 73 minutes

Places of the Soul follows Qatari filmmaker, Hamida, on an
environmental expedition to Antarctica, whilst traveling into the
world of her past inherited from her mother's videotapes. She
ventures on a quest for her identity in Qatar's nature and oral
heritage. The juxtaposition of two landscapes - the ice desert
of Antarctica and the sand desert of Qatar, is an exploration of
duality, of modernity and tradition, and nature and civilization.
The film is a love letter to the filmmaker's mother, Mother
Nature, and her motherland.

Director’s Biography

Hamida Issa is a Qatari filmmaker, writer and producer. She
graduated with a BA in Politics from UCL and a MA in Global
Cinemas and the Transcultural from SOAS. Issa has worked for
the education team at the Doha Film Institute. In 2011, Issa made
her first short film, ‘15 Heartbeats. She has made several shorts
since, including video art and music videos. Her work explores
the themes of spirituality, identity, environmental sustainability,
tradition and intangible cultural heritage.

Arab Premiére

Cinematography: Christopher Moon Editing: Hamida Issa

Production: Feryal Films, The Film House
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Q

Director Jude Chehab

Lebanon, USA | Arabic (Lebanese Dialect), English
English Subititles \ Documentary | 2023 | all audience
93 minutes

An intimate and haunting portrayal of a quest for love and
acceptance at any cost, Q depicts the insidious influence of
a secretive matriarchal religious order in Lebanon on three
generations of women in the Chehab family. Filmmaker Jude
Chehab potently documents the unspokentiesand consequences
of loyalty that have bonded her mother, grandmother, and herself
to the mysterious organization. Q is a multigenerational tale of the
eternal search for meaning, portraying the complexities of unseen
power that intermesh the lives of those who love a woman whose
heart is in the hands of someone else.

Awards: Albert Maysles Award for Best New Documentary Director - Tribeca
Festival - NY, USA - 2023
Grand Jury Prize for Best International First Feature - Sheffield
DocFest - Sheffield, UK - 2023

Director's Biography

Jude Chehab is an award-winning Lebanese American filmmaker
whose richly layered visual and intimate personal shooting style
was developed under the mentorship of Abbas Kiarostami's final
student group. Jude has been credited in collaborations with the
BBC, Hot Docs, Refinery2g, and Sesame Workshop. Her feature
documentary, Q, was named one of the best documentaries of 2023
by Vogue Magazine. It was supported by: IDA, ITVS, TFl, and the
Sundance Institute and won the Albert Maysles award for Best New
Documentary Director at Tribeca and the Grand Jury Award for Best
First Feature at Sheffield DocFest. The film won a Cinema Eye Honor
and was nominated for two IDA awards. She is a Guggenheim Fellow
and part of DOCNYC's ‘40 under 40' list. In 2021, Filmmaker Magazine
named her one of the 25 New Faces of Independent Film.

Jordanian Premiére

Production: Chehab Films LL
Cinematography: Jude Chehab

Editing: Fahd Ahmed
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Pikasso Jordan introduces the
new State-of-the Art DOOH
inventory at The Boulevard!
Elevate your brand's visibility with our four new

digital screens, strategically located at The
Boulevard’s Theatre Piazza and Fountain Piazza.

To learn more, contact us at: 06 583 3112

Jordan | Lebanon | Iraq | Algeria | Morocco | Tunisia | Senegal | Ivory Coast | Mali | Italy | Armenia
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Abdallah Al Khatib
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Lebanon
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BITTER SWEETNESS 60 6gla

Director 210l
Syria | Arabic (Syrian Dialect) \ English Subtitles dujulail donyill| (Euyquul daalll) duysl| Ujgw
Drama | 2024 | 13+ | 21 minutes 818 1| 1P+] r.re| Lolya

A child gets exposed to severe food poisoning that almost Lo @ilny 5239 Ul o 51as ool 6) 166 d_ISle (o J-2lh )=y
claims his life, presenting his father with two choices: 10219991 (e LAlRiIg ASalio Ve LA UT Lol W ool oLl Sy
abandoning his principles and disregarding his son's rights, or Ail5le 6 olpag Aiolpa ude A olay of
upholding his dignity and the dignity of his family.

Awards: Golden award - ALMarmoom Film Fest - Dubai, GlloYlipua - elianll o Pgooll Ylapao - duaill6j5lall :fHlgnll
UAE - 2024 € - 6aniolldyy=ll
Director’s Biography a0l e
Zaher Samir Kusaibati is a director, producer, and sound editor. ¥ gL ole Jnn 1991 ple G 1itod )6 2 Jg g N jp N o9 Qdiog @0

Joll aolyo ey al.rriole dygull dtoyalall Yo Lilodrwull @l Ayl
el lin) gLl & ilg Wl ich s dhng € ol @) o 89\ Ulg_isy
Uo aya=ll ole Janguugnll jypaipoo dhgalo Wllae pilnd
Agiloi 1l LAyl Lingl g nilp_ioni ues diloal ol j Slgall
wwola b dAay by yaogello Linyig o @yl s d loc (el =)

Born in Damascus in 1991, he obtained a diploma in film directing
from the Syrian Academy in 2021. He directed his first film, “Bitter
Sweetness’, in 2024, gaining widespread recognition. Kusaibati
possesses notable skills in sound editing, earning several awards
for his contributions to the sound design of various cinematic

productions. Apart from his directorial endeavours, Kusaibati is il eUi
also the owner and manager of "Art House for Artistic Production.” )

Jordanian Premiére UVl LD Jolll yay=ll
Screenplay: Zaher Samir Kusaibati Cast: Karam Al Sharani, Robine Issa, Ali ol iodue Jug) wdlp=uidiops :Juiod il s jalj:quliw
Cinematography: Khalil Salloum Kraiem, Nader Lakkoud, Khaled Mawlawi 59J9.0 AA agA] AT oYL Hle ol gl JulA :pagual
Editing: Ibrahem H Melhem Production: Art House wwola il Uil roalo ool :eliigo
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CANARY IN A COAL MINE

Director

Lebanon | Arabic (Lebanese dialect) | English Subtitles
Dark Comedy \ 2024 | 18+ | 20 minutes

While guarding his aunt's house in a remote Lebanese village
one night, Anis is forced to pretend he is a thief to save his life
from a break-in.

Awards: Best Screenplay - Busan New Wave Short Film Festival - Busan,
South Korea - 2023
Silver Award for Best Dark Comedy Short - Independent Shorts
Awards - LA, USA - 2023
Silver Award for Best First Time Director (Female) - Independent
Shorts Awards - LA, USA - 2023

Director's Biography

Dwan Kaoukiji is Lebanese, born and raised in Kuwait. Sheisa social IS
scientist by profession and recently began exploring her career as
a filmmaker. “Canary in a Coal Mine “is her first short fictional film.
Prior to this film, Dwan directed a short documentary for BBC
World Service called "The Soul of the Rose" that explores the
lives of natural perfumers in Northern India, which aired on TV and
online in 2016.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Josef Akiki, Ahnmad Ghossein, Fadi
Abi Samra

Production: Cobalt Films

Screenplay: Dwan Kaoukji
Cinematography: Pol Seif
Editing: Simon Habre
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ARAB SHORT FILM COMPETITION | O Gl duy=)l AoVl Ao

'

ROLLING

Director Omar Al-Taher

Jordan | Arabic (Jordanian Dialect)/ English Subtitles

Drama | 2024 |16+ | 24 minutes

Sahar, a young director, insists on using Samer, a coffee kiosk
worker, as the subject of her documentary in an attempt to
spotlight regular lives. Against his will, she intrudes on his life
and interviews his family to know more about his life and strug-
gle. Meanwhile, the camera man awaits the right moment to
confess his feelings to Sahar. Samer finds out about Sahar's
snooping and threatens the crew. Secrets are revealed, chaos
ensues, ending with a life changing face-off with Samer.

Director’s Biography

Omar Al-Taher holds a bachelors in Theatre Arts. He has ten years
of camera department & editing experience and will spend the
next ten years writing and directing.

World Premiére

Cast: Mohammad Nizar, Randa Sari,
Hamzeh Mahadin, Saif Zaghmoori,
Reham Sawalhah, Hamal Mir'e

Production: Ahmad Hlabieh

Screenplay: Omar Al-Taher, Husam Zaghmoori
Cinematography: Naji Salameh
Editing: Arcs Post Production House
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SMOKEY EYES

Director

Egypt | Arabic (Egyptian Dialect) | English Subtitles
Drama, Political | 2023 |16+ | 20 minutes

It's the winter of 2013. Cairo is restless as people go through
the liminal aftermath of the 2011 uprising. Under a strict curfew,
Nour dares to go out on a date with Figo in the only place
where privacy is afforded in the city: the car. Together, they
drive through the bustling streets of the city. As her curfew
approaches, Figo takes Nour to a scenic overlook - a classic
makeout spot - where Nour discovers that a girl is never safe
in an unhinged Cairo, and that the simple freedoms afforded to
many girls, might be perilous for an Egyptian girl.

Director's Biography

Ali Ali is an Egyptian film director and co-founder of Good
People Films. His directorial debut in advertising, “Never Say No
to Panda’, won him 100 million YouTube views and a Gold Lion
Award in Cannes. His awards include four coveted Yellow Pencils
in Direction from London's D&AD Festival and over eight Gold
Lions from Cannes. Ali was the President of the Direction Jury at
London's D&AD Awards in 2020, a member of the Film Jury at
Cannes Lions International Festival in 2023, and was named one
of Ten Most Influential Advertising Directors in the World Today by
Adweek and the Gunn Report. "“Smokey Eyes” is his first film.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Nancy Ali Cast: Marwan Moussa, Malak Bazid

Cinematography: Piere Mouarkech Production: Amira Sherif

Editing: Nada Zag
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SUKOUN (Amplified)

Director

Jordan, Egypt, Palestine | Arabic (Jordanian Dialect), Arabic sign
language | English Subtitles | Drama | 2024 | 13+ |19 minutes

Amplified is an intimate portrayal of Hind, a charming young
Karate athlete with a hearing disability. After she's subjected
to a violating incident at the Karate center, Hind's world gets
distorted. The sensual narrative, accompanied by an authentic
sonic experience, dives into what happens when safe spaces
are shattered in the ugliest of ways. Through the eyes and
ears of Hind, we sway between the tenderness and harshness
of pain, the silence and the noise, and the hidden and the
manifest.

Awards: Special Mention Award - Berlinale Generation Kplus 2024 - Ber-
lin.Germany - 2024
Black Bear Award for Best Sound Design - Athens International
Film and Video Festival - Ohio, USA - 2024

Director’s Biography

Dina Naser is a Jordanian/Palestinian director and producer. She
received the Docnomads scholarship in 2013 to pursue a Master's
in Documentary Filmmaking. Her debut feature documentary,
“Tiny Souls", filmed over five years in the Zaatari Refugee Camp,
premiered at CPH:DOX 2019 and was featured at festivals like
Sheffield DocFest, IDFA, and DOK Leipzig. The film won multiple
awards, including the Human Rights Film Award at Dokufest. Dina
also directed the acclaimed short film "One Minute" and her latest
work, "SUKOUN/AMPLIFIED", premiered at Berlinale 2024, winning
a Special Mention and the Black Bear Award for Best Sound Design
at the Athens International Film + Video Festival.

National Premiére

Screenplay: Dina Naser
Cinematography: Eric Devin
Editing: Islam Kamal, Dina Naser

Production: Madd Moshawash
company, Batoul Ibrahim, Dina Naser
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Cast: Malak Nassar, Nadeem Al Rimawi, Suhad khatib
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A LAMB, A SHEEP AND RAVENS

Director

Morocco | Moroccan Darija \ English, Arabic Subtitles

Drama | 2023 | All audience | 17 minutes

As Kacem nears the completion of his film, his father's
critical condition disrupts everything. Racing against time, he
abandons all to reach his father, hoping for a miracle. But the
reality that awaits challenges him profoundly, unveiling his
deepest fears and regrets.

Director's Biography

Aymane Hammou is a young Moroccan film director and producer.
He has a master's degree in film directing from Ecole Supérieure
des Arts Visuels de Marrakech, where he directed his first short
film "A Lamb, a Sheep and Ravens" as his graduation project.
His first feature documentary project ‘Fanna, Mother of Figuig"
was selected for the documentary development program The
Documentary Beehive (FIDADOC). Aymane has also worked as an
assistant director on various national and international films, series,
and TV shows. In late 2023, he joined La Prod, an established
independent cinema production company.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Aymane Hammou Cast: Younes Benchakor, Salah Dizane

Cinematography: Jeffry Boris Bouassa Ibinga Production: Vincent Melilli

Editing: Aissam El Khazouzi
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IN THE WAITING ROOM

Director

Palestine | Arabic (Palestinian Dialect) ), English, Hebrew
English Subtitles | Drama, Comedy | 2024 | all audience

15 minutes

In a hospital waiting room in occupied Palestine, Hussien,
a 48-Palestinian  (Palestinian with Israeli citizenship)
accompanies his newly widowed mother Rashida to her
medical appointment. While Hussien works on his deadline for
academic research on his laptop, Rashida, who has not been
out of her house for three months, tries to socialize with others
in her limited Hebrew.

Awards: Special Mention for Best Short Film - Dublin International Film
Festival - Dublin, Ireland - 2024

Director’s Biography

Taha is a Palestinian filmmaker and an alumnus of the cinema and
photography program at Wizo College in Haifa. He then worked
as a wedding photographer alongside his older brother before
becoming an integral part of the Palestinian filmmaking movement.
His first project was a documentary titled "Burn’, followed by a
short narrative film called “In the Waiting Room." Currently, Taha
is actively involved in his second narrative short film. To sustain
himself financially, Taha works as a professional gaffer.

Arab Premiére

Cast: Marleen Bajjali, Jalal Masarwa,
Drora Coren, Bayan Daher, Maria Toama

Screenplay: Moatasem Taha
Cinematography: Mostafa Kadah
Production: Mohammed Ibraheem,
Thekra Makalda

Editing: Ayman Matar
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SEA SALT

Director LEILABASMA

Lebanon, Czech Republic | Arabic (Lebanese Dialect)
English Subtitles | Drama | 2023 18+ | 19 minutes

On this hot summer day, 17-year-old Nayla is faced with the
same dilemma every Lebanese youngster is faced with today
- to leave or to stay. Two men in her life have set ideas about
it, but both might wake up to a surprise.

Awards: Special Mention - Kino Pavasaris, Vilnius International Film
Festival, Lithuania, 2024
Best Cinematography Award - FILMAY Short Film Festival - Re-
public of Macedonia - 2024

Director's Biography

Leila Basma is a Lebanese filmmaker with an MFA in Directing from
the Film and TV School of Academy of Performing Arts in Prague
(FAMU). Her short documentary “The Adam Basma Project” was
short-listed for the 48th annual Student Oscars after its festival
tour, and her graduation film "Sea Salt" is premiering at the 8oth
International Venice Film Festival.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Leila Basma
Cinematography: Zaher Jureidini
Editing: Leila Basma

Cast: Nathalie Issa, Farid Shawki, Georges
Matar, Hiba Chihane, Rabih Abdo

Production: other stories
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SOKRANIA 59

Director

Palestine, Algeria, Jordan, France | Arabic (Palestinian

Dialect), Ukranian, German | English, Arabic Subtitles | Drama
2023 | allaudience | 21 minutes

Refugees in Germany, Aisha, her husband Jamel, and their son
Samir have fled the Yarmouk camp in Syria.

Welcomed into a house provided by public reception
institutions, they try to acclimate to their new life despite the
untimely visits of a rigid municipal agent.

One day, the agent introduces them to Maria and Sofia, a
mother and daughter who are fleeing the Russian-Ukrainian
war. The two families are forced to live together despite their
different lifestyles and the suffering they endure in exile.

Awards: Audience Award - Cinemed - Frnace - 2023
Best Short Film - Abnnaba Medetiranien Film Festival - Algeria - 2024

Director’s Biography

Abdallah Jamal AlKhatib, born in 1989 in Damascus, is a Palestinian-
Syrian film director, writer, and human rights defender. He studied
Sociology at the University of Damascus and worked at UNRWA
before co-founding the Watad Center for Training and Development
during the 2011 Syrian revolution. Honored as Peacemaker of the Year
by German Greenpeace magazine in 2014 and awarded the Swedish
Per Anger Prize for Human Rights in 2016, AlKhatib now resides
in Germany. He focuses on writing and directing documentaries,
including his award-winning ‘“Little Palestine - Diary of a Siege’,
shown in over 50 countries, which won the Black Iris Award at the
third edition of the Amman International Film Festival

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Abdallah Al Khatib
Cinematography: Jean Combier
Editing: Salah Issaad

Cast: Hiam Abbas, Hakim Traidia, Olga
Tolmachova, Uliana Zesenska, Jaafar Alkhatib

Evidence Film
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Production: Salah Issaad & Taqiyeddine Issaad -
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THE WOODLAND

Director

Jordan | Arabic (Jordanian Dialect) | English Subtitles

Drama | 2023 |16+ | 25 minutes

In the wild, on the way to bury their father, two estranged
brothers reunite after an extended separation. This day
compels them to reach a joint decision but not before

confronting the past.

Director's Biography

Firas Al Taybeh is a Jordanian filmmaker/actor. He studied
sculpting and fine arts at Jordan University, then film at the Red
Sea Institute of Cinematic Arts (RSICA). He taught filmmaking
for 5 years at SAE College Jordan. Al Taybeh wrote and directed
several fiction short films like "Al Wadi" and documentary short
films such as "An Invisible Face”". Al Taybeh also appeared in several
productions like “Kabreet 45", "Deserted’, "Farha”, “Lamma Shoftak’,
“Familial Fever", and "Counter Attack”. He is currently developing
his first feature length film, which received a development fund
from the Jordan Film Fund and two development awards from the
Amman Film Industry Days in 2022.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Firas Al-Taybeh
Cinematography: Ghassan Nazmi
Editing: Eyad Hamam

Cast: Khaled Al-Ghwairi, Oday Fawaz
Production: Majd Hijjawi, Ahmed Amer
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A PROPOSAL

Director Nadia Al-Khater

Qatar | Arabic, English | Arabic Subtitles
Comedy \2023 | All Audiences | 13 minutes

Nasser, a young Qatari man, dreams of marrying his American
flancée. However, marriages between Qataris and non-
Qataris must first be reviewed by a special department
before receiving approval. Nasser must face a panel that will
determine his marital fate.

Awards: Best Director - Ajyal Film Festival - Doha, Qatar 2024

Director’s Biography

Nadia Al-Khater is a Qatari filmmaker drawn to innovative storytell-
ing. Her early passion for filmmaking inspired her to direct stories
representing an Arab perspective. She has written and directed a
variety of short films, branding videos, and animations with festival
success. She is currently in development for the short film “Lament
for Arbad".

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Rakkan Al Nabit, Ali Mirza, Abdulrahman
ALEmadi, Ibrahim Ali Al Haidous, Faisal Abdul
Rasheed, Amie Victoria Hewka

Production: The Film House (ustin
Kramer)

Screenplay: Nadia Al-Khater
Cinematography: Christopher Moon
Editing: Dimitrious Tolios
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AN ALBUM OF VOWS

Director

Lebanon | Arabic (Lebanese Dialect), French | English,

Arabic Subtitles | Drama | 2023 |18+ | 24 minutes

A young Lebanese woman named Hiam changes her name to
Danielle in order to take her holy vows to become a nun. In parallel,
a young Lebanese man named Nahed is also preparing to take his
vows to become a priest. The eternal vows are taken, and they now
try to navigate the covenant life. By pure chance, they are both sent
to France temporarily, where they are faced by an environment
that makes them question everything about their life decisions,
providing fertile soil for identity and existential crises. The greatest
catalyst for this: meeting each other for the first time.

Awards: Audience choice award - Beirut Shorts - Zouk Mosbeh, Lebanon -
2023
Best Student Film - Beirut Shorts - Zouk Mosbeh, Lebanon - 2023
Audience Choice award - Batroun Mediterranean Film Festival - Ba-
troun, Lebanon - 2023

Director's Biography

Elio Tarabay is a Lebanese filmmaker, with a bachelor's degree
in Audiovisual and Film studies from Notre Dame University. He
works as a freelancer writer, director, and 2D animator. Tarabay
directed "An Album of Vows', which won multiple awards at the
Beirut Shorts International Film Festival 2023 and the Batroun
Mediterranean Film Festival. Elio also won the Best Writing Award
for 'l am a Chef" at the 48 Hour International Film Competition. His
otherwork ‘I am a Painting" made it to the top 15 of "Yes we Cannes”
competition. He's currently working alongside his producer Shirley
Khoury on her master's film at Metfilm School London.

International Premiere

Screenplay: Elio Tarabay
Cinematography: Chris Akoury
Editing: Elio Tarabay

Cast: Joy Frem, Alexandre Slaiby
Production: Shirley Khoury
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LENI AFRICO

Director Marouene Labib

Tunisia | English | Arabic, English

Drama | 2024 | all audience \30 minutes

In the turbulent landscape of Tripoli in 2013, a foreign priest on
the verge of departure faces a moral imperative. Compelled
to assist a group of migrants sheltered in a remote cave amid
the expansive Libyan desert, he enlists the services of Omar,
a local smuggler with intricate knowledge of the treacherous
terrain. Together, they embark on a perilous quest to locate
the cave and render aid. Time passes, and one migrant makes
the audacious decision to venture across the barren desert,
aiming for the gateway city of Tripoli.

Director’s Biography

Marouene Labib was born in 1988 in Tunis. After a scientific
curriculum, he moved to Belgium to study film direction. Upon
his return to Tunis, he completed a master's degree in writing and
directing at the Ecole Supérieure de lAudiovisuel et du Cinéma.
Along with two filmmaker friends, Labib founded the production
company Dirt, Sounds & Pictures. “Leni Africo” is his first short
narrative film.

Arab Premiére

Cast: Mohamed Bakri, Amadou Mbow,
Khaled Kouka, Lobna Mlika, Ali Ben Said

Production: Dirt, Sounds And Pictures

Screenplay: Marouene Labib
Cinematography: Ramzi Ben Fraj
Editing: Fakhreddine Amri
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Our Males And Females
Director

Jordan | Arabic (Jordanian Dialect) | English Subtitles
Drama | 2023 | 18+ | 11 minutes

A father and a mother are faced with the painful task of
washing and shrouding their deceased transgender daughter.
Shrouding is an Islamic religious practice that is deemed
obligatory to carry out upon death. But when no one agrees to
wash her and shame falls onto the family, how far is the father
willing to go to make sure his “son" is washed?

Awards: Best Narrative Short - Nashville Film Festival - Tennessee -
USA - 2023
Best International Short Film - Beirut Women Film Festival -
Beirut - Lebanon - 2024
Jury Prize for Best Short Film - London Film Week - London -
UK, 2023

Director's Biography

Ahmad Alyaseer is a Jordanian director, producer and writer. He
recently directed his short film "Our Males and Females" which
was longlisted for the 2024 Oscars and won 124 awards across 47
countries through 160 international film festivals. The film played
at the Clermont-Ferrand Film Festival and Palm Springs ShortFest.
Alyaseer also directed the Emmy Award-nominated kids show “Ahlan
Simsim - Sesame Workshop". Alyaseer is developing his feature “To
Him We Return’, which received development support and has been
selected at several labs and workshops. Additionally, Alyaseer has
more than nine years of experience directing and producing TV series
for regional platforms including Shahid, VIU and MBC.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Rana Alyaseer, Ahmad Alyaseer
Cinematography: Samer Nimri
Editing: Abdallah Sada

Cast: Kamel El Basha, Shafiga Al Tall

Production: Mais Salman, Ahmad
Alyaseer
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THE CALL OF THE BROOK

Director

Egypt | Arabic (Egyptian Dialect) | English Subtitles

Horror, Coming-of-age | 202318+ | 12 minutes

A boy lives with his mother on the banks of a Brook inhabited
by a siren who seeks to kill the boy after drowning his father
in the Brook. The mother's obsession with protecting her son
drives her crazy and drives her son to doubt everything and
hasten his inevitable fate.

Director’s Biography
Jad Chahine is an Egyptian director. He studied filmmaking at
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Brook" was the first Egyptian film to be selected for the LA CINEF i i

competition at the Cannes Film Festival since 2014. Chahine is
currently developing his first feature film.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Jad Chahine Cast: Mahmoud Abdelaziz, Heba Khayal,
Cinematography: Adham Khaled Sara Shidid
Editing: Yasser Azmy Production: Francis Clark, Jad Chahine,

Ahmed Nahla
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THE RIDE

Director

Saudi Arabia | Arabic (Saudi Dialect) | English Subtitles

Drama | 2023 | Allaudiences | 15 minutes

A single mother works as an Uber driver to provide for her
family due to issues with her divorced husband. Throughout
her shifts, she encounters various forms of distress from
strangers and passengers. Despite being accustomed to the
difficulties she faces, she feels trapped in a monotonous daily
routine.

Director's Biography

Hania Bakhashwain is a young filmmaker who graduated with a
bachelor's degree in Cinematic Arts in 2022.

She has spent her time in film school exploring the craft of
storytelling, focusing mostly on writing and directing while also
wearing multiple hats working on short films. Bakhashwain wrote
& directed her first narrative short film, “The Ride" which was
screened at The Saudi Film Festival and the Red Sea International
Film Festival.

International Premiere

Screenplay: Hania Bakhashwain Cast: Lana Komosany

Cinematography: Ahlam Fadel Production: Nada Al Ajouz

Editing: Hania Bakhashwain
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SPOTLIGHT
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THE GATE OF SUN

Director

Egypt, France, Denmark, Belgium | Arabic, English, French, Hebrew
English Subtitles | Romance, Drama, War | 2004 |18+ | 281 min

“Bab El Shams" chronicles the enduring love of Younes and
Nahila amid the Palestinian struggle, spanning decades of
hardship and hope.

An adaptation of Elias Khoury's internationally acclaimed
novel Bab El Shams or Gate of the Sun. A poignant epic that
chronicles the odyssey of Palestinians over a span of 50
years. Caught between wars, waves of displacement, and the
precariousness of life in refugee camps, solace is cultivated in
love, resistance, enduring memories, the power of hope, and
the dreams of return.

Director's Biography

Upon returning to Cairo, Egypt in 1982, Yousry Nasrallah worked
with Youssef Chahine on several films starting with Adieu Bonaparte
(1985) before going on to produce his own films. In 1988, his debut
feature narrative film Summer Thefts was selected in Festival de
Cannes' Directors' Fortnight. Nasrallah's second feature narrative,
Mercedes (1993), was selected at the Locarno Film Festival. He
went on to produce other films, including On Boys, Girls and the Veil
(1995), and The City (1999), which was awarded Locarno's Special
Jury Prize. His eponymous book-to-screen adaptation The Gate
of Sun (2004) was in the Festival de Cannes' Official Selection. He
then went on to film The Aquarium (2008) and Scheherazade, Tell
Me a Story (2009) which was screened at the Venice Film Festival.
In 2011, his film Interior/Exterior was included in an anthology of
shorts, 18 Days, and screened at the Festival de Cannes in honor
of Egypt. The following year he was nominated for the Palm d'Or
in Festival de Cannes with his film, After the Battle (2012). His latest
film Brooks, Meadows and Lovely Faces was nominated for the
Golden Leopard in the Official Competition at the Locarno Film
Festival in 2016.

Screenplay: Elias Khoury, Yousry Nasrallah, Cast: Rim Turkhi, Orwa Nyrabia, Basel
Mohamed Soueid Khayat

Production: Misr International Films,
Ognon Pictures

Cinematography: Samir Bahzan

Editing: Luc Barnier
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FROM GROUND ZERO

Supervisor Rashid Masharawi

Gaza, Palestine | Arabic (Palestinian Dialect)
English Subtitles | Narrative, Documentary, Experimental
and Video Art Films | 2024 | 18+ | 100 min

A collection of 22 short films, narrative, documentary,
experimental and video art films, entirely shot in Gaza during
the past few months amidst the ongoing war on the Strip and
entitled “From Ground Zero" This initiative was launched by the
helmet Palestinian director Rashid Masharawi, who supervised
the project artistically and cinematically with the assistance
of several professionals to provide an opportunity for artists,
youth and filmmakers in Gaza, professionals and beginners,
so as to express themselves through art and convey untold
stories, especially personal ones, in a manner that fulfills
artistic and technical quality.

A collection of the following 22 short films:
1 “No" by Hanaa Awad,

2. “out of Frame" by Nida'a Abu Hasna,
3. "Recycling” by Rabab Khamis,

4. “Selfie” by Rima Mahmoud,

5. “The Bag" by Islam Al-Zarei,

6. “Wanissa" by Etimmad Wishah,

7. "Overload" by Alaa Ayoub,

8. “Offerings” by Mustafa Al-Nabih,

9. “Echo” by Mustafa Kullab,

10. “No Signal" by Muhammad

11 Al-Sharif, "Hell's Haven" by Karim Stumm,
12, “Farah” by Wissam Moussa,

13. "24 Hours" by Alaa Damo,

14. “Soft Skin" by Khamis Masharawi,
15. “The Thatcher" by Tamer Negm,

16. “Jad and Natalie" by Aws Al-Banna,
17. "Sorry Cinema" by Ahmed Hassouna,
18. ‘A Study Day" by Ahmed Al-Danaf,
10. "Charm" by Bashar Al-Balbisi,

20. "Allis Fine" by Nidal Damo,

21, "Obsession” by Thaer Abu Zubaida,
22, “Not for Sale" by Basil Al-Maqousi.
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HAJJAN

Director

Saudi Arabia, Egypt | Arabic | English Subtitles

Drama | 2023 | All Audience| 120 minutes

Brothers Matar and Ghanim live in the endless desert of Saudi
Arabia. When tragedy strikes, young Matar takes on camel
racing to keep his camel Hofira. After being hired by ruthless
owner Jasser, Matar has to give everything to fight for Hofira's
life in this ageless coming-of-age drama.

Awards: Jury Award Special Mention for Directing - Hollywood Arab Film
Festival - Hollywood, United States - 2024
Discovery - Toronto International Film Festival - Toronto, Canada
- 2023

Director's Biography

Abu Bakr Shawky is an Egyptian-Austrian writer and director. His
short documentary “The Colony" has been awarded at festivals
around the world. It was followed by his debut feature "Yomeddine",
which premiered in the Main Competition of the Cannes Film
Festival, won the Francois Chalais Award, and was nominated for
the Palme d'Or. HAJJAN is his second feature film.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Omar Al Atawi, Azzam Nemr,
Toleen Barboud, Abdelmohsen Al Nemr,
Al Shaima'a Tayeb, Ibrahim ELl Hissawi

Screenplay: Mufarrij Almajfel, Omar Shama,
Abu Bakr Shawky

Cinematography: Gerry Vasbenter

Editing: Sarah Peczek Production: Mohamed Hefzy, Majed Z.
Samman, Rula Nasser, Ahmed Zoghby
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Nelson Yeo
Singapore, Indonesia

HANDLING THE UNDEAD
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NOTES FROM SHEEPLAND
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Ireland

THE GIRLS ARE ALRIGHT
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USA, Jordan
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BANEL & ADAMA

Director Ramata-Toulaye Sy

Senegal, France, Mali | Pulaar |English Subtitles
Drama | 2023 | 18+ |87 min

Banel and Adama are fiercely in love. Longing for a home
of their own, they decide to live apart from their families.
But when Adama informs the village council that he will not
accept his blood duty as future chief, the whole community is
disrupted. The rain that is supposed to come does not come.
The star-crossed lovers learn that where they live, there is no
room for passions, let alone for chaos.

Awards: Bright Horizons Award - Melbourne International Film Festival -
Melbourne, Australia -2023
Best Directing Prize — Marrakech Film Festival - Marrakech,
Marocco - 2023

Director’s Biography

French-Senegalese Ramata-Toulaye Sy was born and raised in
the Paris region. She joined La Fémis in 2011 in the Screenwriting
department, from which she graduated in 2015. Sy worked, among
others, as a screenwriter on the film "Sibel" (2018) by Cagla Zencirci
and Guillaume Giovanetti as well as on "Our Lady of the Nile" (2019)
by Atig Rahimi. In 2020, Sy directed her first short film, *Astel’, which
was selected in more than 80 festivals and pre-selected for the
2023 César Awards. “Banel & Adama” is her first feature film.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Ramata-Toulaye Sy
Cinematography: Amine Berrada
Editing: Vincent Tricon

Cast: Khady Mane, Mamadou Diallo
Production: La Chauve-Souris, Take
Shelter, Astou Films, Astou Production,
DS Productions, Canal+ International,
Arte France Cinéma
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DREAMING & DYING

Director Nelson Yeo

Singapore, Indonesia | Mandarin, English, Singlish

English Subtitles | Drama | 2023 | 18+ | 77 min

Three middle aged friends reunite for the first time in
years. Each of them sets out to confess unexpressed feelings
but theirvacation takes a surprising turn when the undercurrent

of their past lives threatens to resurface.

Awards: Pardo d'oro for Best Feature Film (Cineasti del Presente Com-
petition), Swatch First Feature Award - Locarno Film Festival -

Switzerland - 2023
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Best PerspecTIFF Film Award - Tirana International Film Festial

- Albania - 2023

Director's Biography

Nelson Yeo's short films have been selected at over 30 international
film festivals such as Internationale Kurzfilmtage Winterthur,
Kurzfilm Festival Hamburg, Cairo International Film Festival and
Taipei Golden Horse Film Festival.

Yeo's first feature film, "“Dreaming & Dying" premiered at the
prestigious Locarno Film Festival 2023, Concorso Cineasti del
presente section.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Nelson Yeo
Cinematography: Lincoln Yeo
Editing: Armiliah Aripin

Production: Momo Film Co

Cast: Doreen Toh, Peter Yu, Kelvin Ho
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HANDLING THE UNDEAD

Director Thea Hvistendahl

Norway | Norwegian, Swedish | English Subtitles
Horror, Drama | 2024 | 16+ | 98 min

A set of people suddenly awakens from death - three
stories interwoven, exploring loss, grief and mortality -
but also love and hope. A drama with a horror premise that
deals with fundamental human emotions and the pursuit of
understanding and accepting what we cannot control.

Awards: World Cinema Dramatic Special Jury Award for Original Music - Sun-
dance Film Festival - Utah, USA - 2024
Best Director - Riviera International Film Festival - Liguria, Italy - 2024

Director’s Biography

Thea Hvistendahl (b. 1989) has established herself as a creative
and sharp storyteller with a strong characteristic visual style. She
has won several prizes for her shorts and music videos. Her debut
feature length experimental film "Adje Montebello” premiered
in 2017 to great critiques. "Handling the Undead" is her debut
narrative feature film.

Arab Premiére

Screenplay: John Ajvide Lindqvist, Thea
Hvistendahl

Cinematography: Pal Ulvik Rokseth
Editing: Trude Lirhus, Thomas Grotmol
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Bjorn Sundquist, Bente Borsum

Production: Kristin Emblem, Guri Neby
for Einar Film og Fortellingerma

Cast: Renate Reinsve, Anders Danielsen Lie,
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MY MUSLIM HUSBAND

Director Daniel Barnuti, Alexandra Lizeta Barnuti

Romania | Romanian, English, Arabic | English Subtitles

Documentary \ 2023 |16+ \ 72 min

Alexandra marries Daniel, a young Romanian convert to Islam.
She believes that being open to learning about a different
culture will enable her new family to find happiness and
harmony. But soon, the young couple has to face not only the
religious discrimination of society but also other prejudices.
Alexandra and Daniel must fight for each other and their
relationship, even though it means leaving behind their old
selves or cutting off some people from their lives.

Directors’ Biography

Daniel Barnuti, born in 1981 in Romania, graduated from Law School in
2005. After working in TV, he shifted to filmmaking in 2010, producing
shorts and commercials, and earning a Master's in Documentary
Filmmaking from Babes Bolyai University. His accolades include
Documentary Campus Masterschool (2018), Series Lab DF| (2020), Dock
Tank (2020), Docu Rough Cut Boutique (2022), and Take Film on Impact
(2023). Currently, he's developing a project with Balkan Documentary
Discovery. His films often explore themes of spiritual journeys, travel,
and food.

Alexandra Lizeta Laura Barnuti, born in 1988 in Cluj-Napoca, Romania,
graduated from the Faculty of Communication and Public Relations
and holds a Master's in International Business Administration and
Communication. After years as an entrepreneur and working in
international creative companies, she attended prestigious workshops
like Documentary Campus Masterschool (2018), Series Lab (2020), Dock
Tank (2020), Docu Rough Cut Boutique (2022), and Take Film on Impact
(2023). She is currently developing a project with Balkan Documentary
Discovery.

Arab Premiére

Production: Two Doc, HBO Max,
Avanpost

Cinematography: Daniel Barnuti & Alexandra
Lizeta Barnuti

Editing: Alexandru Popescu
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NOTES FROM SHEEPLAND

Director Cara Holmes

Ireland | English | English Subtitles
Documentary | 2023/ 18+[70 min

Orla Barry is a self-confessed ovine addict. She lived in Brussels for
16 years and now lives and works in South East Ireland where she
runs a flock of pedigree sheep. Her work deals with the tensions of
being an artist and an eco-farmer in rural Ireland. The Sheep have
slowed her art career but at the same, caring for them has hugely
inspired it. She escapes the studio by going to the sheep, escapes
the sheep by hiding in her studio. Notes from Sheepland follows
Orla, as she floats between these worlds. It reflects upon the primal,
poetic and unpredictable bond she has with the natural world.

Awards: Best Documentary - Dublin International Film Festival - Dublin,
Ireland- 2023
Best Irish Feature Documentary - Docs Ireland - Belfast, Northern
Ireland, 2023

Director’s Biography

Cara Holmes is a documentary editor and director. Cara's editing
credits include feature documentaries “Piano Dreams’, “Father of
the Cyborgs" and “Lost in France”. Her directing credits include the
award-winning film “Welcome to a Bright White Limbo". She has
presented her work at festivals including Dublin International Film
Festival, HotDocs, Sheffield Doc|Fest, Aesthetica, Catalyst Film
Festival, IFI Documentary festival, GAZE, Offline film festival and
the Edinburgh film festival. “Welcome to a Bright White Limbo"
received a Special Jury mention at the Tribeca film festival in 2020
and won an IFTA for Best Short Film.

Jordanian Premiére

Production: Cara Holmes, The Arts
Council of Ireland

Cinematography: Luca Truffarelli
Editing: Mick Mahon and Cara Holmes
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THE GIRLS ARE ALRIGHT

Director Itsaso Arana

Spain |Spanish | English Subtitles
Drama | 2023 |16+ | 85 min

A group of young women gather at a country house for a week
to rehearse a play. “The Girls Are Alright” is a summer story
about princesses, horses, toads, a fire, a party, a river, lots of

letters, and even a confused prince.

Awards: Honorary Mention - Atlantida Film Festival - Palma de Mallorca,

Spain - 2023
Jury Special Mention - Cork IFF - Cork, Ireland - 2023

Director's Biography

Itsaso Arana, an accomplished actress and creator, has starred
in Jonas Trueba's films, including “You Have to Come and See It"
(2022), “The August Virgin" (2019), and “The Reconquest” (2016).
She has also acted in “Las Altas Presiones” (2014), “Seventeen”
(2019), and "The Volunteer" (2022), and series like "Reyes de la
Noche" and “The Girls at the Back”. In 2004, she co-founded La
Tristura, a scenic arts group, creating and directing productions
performed internationally. “The Girls Are Alright," which she wrote
and co-stars in, is her directorial debut.

Arab Premiére

Screenplay: Itsaso Arana
Cinematography: Sara Gallego

Editing: Marta Velasco Lafuente, Jonas Trueba

Cast: Barbara Lennie, Irene Escolar, Itziar
Manero, Helena Ezquerro, Itsaso Arana

Production: Itsaso Arana, Javier
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THE STRANGERS' CASE el dund

Director Brandt Andersen U.quaJiCJJJlH eraoll

USA, Jordan | Arabic, English, Greek diliqul Gujlaiyl dupsll | Ua)uldraypoll 6axioll callgll
English Subtitles | Drama / Thriller | 2024 | 16+ | 97 min 8182 V| IN+ | M€ | Guguivi 7 Lolja | dujulaiyl doayill

Adoctorand her daughterare forced to make a difficult decision Eo Al yUALSg . relubg wu) dog adul $aing b G h &)
that will forever change their lives. A soldier reevaluates his G inl AUl ol Loailin 1t 10 6p1m o s LA Gle Uipal A6 Laiil
own humanity after witnessing heinous crimes committed Aon5 Led LA e 1b Sla A 1b Ul As aipilu] o u A i
in service of the Syrian regime. A smuggler in Turkey tries to el A LS aiil ilalsinl 4l Jglay LA ood Upaoall (gl pUAll
make ends meet for his son. In an effort to afford their own Asslgall sLailujlg_s e yligdl bl oeawial sl o le A al
escape, he charges refugees steep prices to escape to Greece ol @aio A 150 WILS Lebd 3280 LoLe Ugogliuy Ailile & o yeluill
via inflatable life rafts. A poet and his family barter for space on Loll sy Lol Unlg il 194 (o YU ol Alh ¢Lia (yUigyl
an overcrowded boat bound for Greece. A Greek coastguard el onyUng s lao) diloll )l sLaill jlg s ALaI »ob adlg
captain spends his days and nights rescuing sinking lifeboats o038l &AL 1y o (Al (bl elg)l
full of migrants, constantly haunted by those he couldn't save.

Awards: Amnesty International Film Award - Berlinale - Berlin, Germany € - Wlodl W p — aligp — piloll) doall go=ll dokhio 6jila :j5igall
- 2024
Director’s Biography @oll e
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Brandt Andersen is an activist and artist. In November 2023, he
joined the Jordanian Airforce on humanitarian aid drops over Gaza.
In 2019, Andersen visited and filmed hospitals outside of Aleppo,
Syria with CanDo. Andersen has organized film camps for refugees
in Jordan and Turkey on behalf of CARE. He has visited and filmed
the living condlitions in refugee camps in Jordan, Greece, Italy, and
Turkey with the UNHCR. Ui\ Jo§it 63 ioll ool dyolunll d_phgaoll
Andersen has produced over 30 films. His directorial debut Ao5LoJl L] g Refugeer Jolll dolyo . Lolyo P (o 1 iAT sl @il

"Refugee” was shortlisted for an Academy Award for Best Live [l ole - 5ol ol 5518 6)_niAoll
Action Short in 2020. . . ’

Arab Premiére Cast: Yasmine Al Massri, Yahya Mahayni, WO Joc i pllao Liad WSl Utowl s il vl U.o Jodluas=d

Screenplay: Brandt Andersen Omar Sy, Ziad Bakri, Constantine Vgl utavghjlo philn i 6 w5pay Aj ORTH/RS[[GIRN [JNERY [N N TH

Cinematography: Jonathan Sela Markoulakis, Jason Beghe oy W YUlga: gl

Editing: Jeff Seibenick Production: Philistine Films, The Reel Philistine Films, The Reel :@Liil el oyn eliigo
Foundation Foundation
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Tunisia, France, Germany,
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France
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Algeria, France
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Saudi Arabia, Qatar
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ALEXIS LE COUR GRANDMAISON

Ambassadeur de France en Jordanie




Young talents from the French-Arab cinema have been
meeting in Jordan since 30 years, and this 4th edition of
the Franco-Arab Rendez-vous section, withinthe Amman
International Film Festival has a particular importance.
The decision to take part in this event is of a particular
importance; we did not decide to celebrate the cinema
while ignoring the tragic context in which the region is
evolving, but to precisely offer a space for expression
of emblematic stories that revolve around the period in
which we live. In this context, it seems essential for us to
highlight the Franco-Arab productions.

The films selected to participate in this years' edition
of the Franco-Arab Rendez-vous demonstrate the
diversity of talents and genres present in the Franco-
Arab cinematic landscape. The unexpected and
impactful, multi-award-winning Franco-Tunisian film (the
Daughters of Olfa) takes us into the intimacy of a family
whose eldest daughters have suddenly disappeared to
join Daesh.

From heart-touching documentaries such as (Even If You
Go to the Moon and The Mother of All Lies) to sensitive
short films such as (3550 km), to gripping works of fiction
such as (Six Feet Over and Deserts), each film tells a
unique story and offers a different perspective on the
world around us.

The short films program “Ehkili - Our narratives” offers
stories of adults such as (The Key) or stories of Palestinian
children (A short film about children), or even stories of
asylum seekers in France reflected through the film
(The Voice of Others).

It is worthwhile to mention that this festival marks an
opportunity for us as we reopen the Zaatari camp
cinema, in partnership with UNICEF and the Royal Film
Commission.

May this new edition of the Franco-Arab Rendez-
vous within the Amman International Film Festival be
a moment of sharing, where borders fade and stories
meet and feed off each other other!

ALEXIS LE COUR GRANDMAISON

French Ambassador of Jordan
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FRANCO-ARAB RENDEZ-VOUS | sl dwiyall loinmll &o acqo

DESERTS

Director Faouzi Bensaidi

Morocco, France, Belgium, Germany
Arabic (Moroccan Dialect) | English Subtitles
Drama | 2023 | 16+ | 125 minutes

Both gawky associates, Mehdi and Hamid, who work for a
collection agency in Casablanca, roam remote villages in the
great South of Morocco to get money from overextended

people.

Director’s Biography

After three short films that won awards at Cannes and in Venice,
Faouzi Bensaidi directed his first feature film “Mille Mois" in 2003,
which won two awards in Un Certain Regard in Cannes. In 2006,
"WWW: What a Wonderful World" was presented at Venice Days.
In 2013, he directed "Death for Sale’, winning the Berlin CICAE
award. His feature film, “Volubilis" released in 2018, was selected at
Venice Days. He is also an actor for many authors, such as Jacques
Audiard, Nabil Ayouch, Bertrand Bonello, André Techiné, and Nadir
Moknéeche

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Fehd Benchemsi, Abdelhadi Taleb,
Rabii Benjhaile, Hadda/Hajar Graiga

Production: Barney Production

Screenplay: Faouzi Bensaidi
Cinematography: Florian Berutti
Editing: Faouzi Bensaidi, Veronique Lange
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FRANCO-ARAB RWNDEZ- | dysl dunipéll Loitwll &o acqo
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FOUR DAUGHTERS

Director Kaouther Ben Hania

Tunisia, France, Germany, and Saudi Arabia
Arabic (Tunisian Dialect | English Subtitles
Documentary | 2023 |18+| 110 min

The life of Olfa, a Tunisian mother of four, transforms one day
when her two eldest daughters run away to join the Islamic
State in Libya. In this blend of reality and re-enactment that
summons professional actors as well as Olfa herself and her
youngest daughters, the documentary weaves an intimate
interrogation of intergenerational violence, rebellion, and
womanhood.

Awards: Best Documentary Film - César Awards - Paris, France - 2024
Best Documentary - Independent Spirit Awards -Santa Monica,
United States - 2024

Director's Biography

Kaouther Ben Hania, a Tunisian filmmaker educated in Tunis and Paris,
directed acclaimed shorts like “Sheik's Watermelons" and “Wooden
Hand', garnering international festival recognition. “The Challat of
Tunis", her first feature-length film, opened the ACID section at the
2014 Cannes Film Festival. Her fiction film "Beauty and the Dogs"
was selected in Cannes Film Festival's 2017 Un Certain Regard. Her
latest, “The Man Who Sold His Skin", premiered at Venice and earned
an Oscar nomination in 2021 for Best International Feature. Her latest
Documentary “Four Daughters” earned her second Oscar nomination
in 2024 for Best Documentary. It premiered in Cannes' Official Selection.

Jordanian Premiére

Production: Nadim Cheikhrouha, Habib
Attia, Thanassis Karathanos, Martin
Hampel

Cinematography: Maximilian Pittner

Editing: Jean-Christophe Hym, Qutaiba
Barhamji, Kaouther Ben Hania
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FRANCO-ARAB RENDEZ-VOUS | sl dwiyall loinmll &o acqo
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MEME SI TU VAS SUR LA LUNE

Director Laurent Rodriguez

France | French, Arabic | English Subtitles

Documentary \ 2023\ all audience | 93 min

Sarah, Hasan, Gaith and Khairy are 20 year-old students in
Paris. They arrived from Syria six years ago. They are refugees.
They meet with their friend Emmanuel in his country house.
They recall their trip and how they started their new lives in
France. Are they still the people they used to be? Has being
in exile completely changed them? As time goes by, they
reveal what they have felt throughout their journey since they
left Syria. With flashbacks and animations, their memories tell
their stories.

Director’s Biography

After training in the sound department of the Ecole Supérieure
de Realisation Audiovisuelle, Laurent Rodriguez began his career
working on fiction and documentary shoots. For the last ten years,
Rodriguez has devoted himself to directing, particularly short
formats for the internet. "“Méme si tu vas sur la lune” is his feature
length documentary debut in directing and writing.

International Premiére
Cinematography: Laurent Rodriguez,

Antoine Sanier
Editing: Delphine Rodriguez Lorenzi
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FRANCO-ARAB RENDEZ-VOUS | dwy sl duwwiyéll loivmll &o 2cqo

SIXFEET OVER

Director Karim Bensalah

Algeria, France | Arabic (Algerian Dialect) | English Subtitles
Drama | 2023 | +18 | 96 minutes

Sofiane - the son of a former Algerian embassy clerk - has
travelled a lot. Now a student in Lyon, his visa has been
revoked and he lives under the threat of expulsion. Hoping
to legalize his status, he agrees to work for a Muslim funeral
home. Amidst parties, encounters, and his job, Sofiane will start
an initiatory journey that will lead him to find himself, shape his
own identity, and gradually move toward adulthood

Director's Biography

Karim Bensalah was born in Algiers to an Algerian father and
a Brazilian mother. His first short film, “Le Secret de Fatima" was
selected and awarded at numerous festivals such as Clermont-
Ferrand and broadcast on Arte. Bensalah then directed “Racine(s)”
- asegment of the feature film "Pariz Ls Métisse - before joining the
Collectif Tribudom. He is currently developing two feature films,
one of which has been selected at Sundance Screenwriter's and
Director's Lab. A screenwriter and consultant on other projects,
Karim also pursues a career as an actor. He has also worked in
image education for over ten years in France and Brazil.

Jordanian Premiere

Cast: Hamza Meziani, Kader Affak, Souad
Arsane, Mostefa Djadjam
Production: Oualid Baha, Tact Production

Screenplay: Karim Bensalah, Jamal Belmahi
Cinematography: Pierre-Hubert Martin
Editing: Benedicte Cazauran
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FRANCO-ARAB RENDEZ-VOUS | sl dwiyall loinmll &o acqo

THE MOTHER OF ALL LIES

Director Asmae EL Moudir

Morocco, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Qatar | Arabic (Moroccan Dialect)

English Subtitles \ Documentary \ 2023 | all audience | 96 min

On a handmade set recreating her Casablanca neighborhood,
young Moroccan filmmaker Asmae ELl Moudir enlists family
and friends to help solve the troubling mysteries of her
childhood. There, she starts to unravel the layers of deception
and intentional forgetting that have shaped her life.

Awards: Directing Prize Un Certain Regard & The Golden Eye Documen-
tary Prize — Cannes Film Festival - France - 2023
Best Documentary - Durban Film Festival - Durban, South Africa
- 2023

Director’s Biography

Asmae El Moudir is a Moroccan director, screenwriter and
producer. Asmae has directed several award-winning short films.
She completed her Al Jazeera television documentary, “The
Postcard’, in 2020. “The Mother of All Lies" is her first independent
hybrid documentary. It premiered at the Cannes Film Festival 2023,
where it won the Best Director award in the Un Certain Regard
section, as well as the Golden Eye for Best Documentary.

Jordanian Premiére

Cinematography: Hatem Nechi Production: Asmae El Moudir

Editing: Asmae El Moudir
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3350 KM

Director Sara Kontar

Syria, France\ Arabic \ English, French Subtitles

Documentary, Experimental \ 2023 | all audience | 13 min

From her room in Paris, in exile, seven years away from Syria,
Sara Kontar records phone conversations with her father, who
remained alone and is haunted by the ghosts of the past and
a lost future. He describes the country to her, his solitude, his
pain. She films this screen that connects and separates them,
her only window of communications. Her memories fade every
day, her life severed, her homeland unreachable.

Director's Biography

Sara Kontar is a Syrian artist, photographer, and filmmaker based
in France since 2016. She holds a Master's degree in animation
cinema from LEcole Nationale Supérieure des Arts Décoratifs de
Paris (ENSAD). Before her first documentary “3350 KM" in 2023,
she created experimental video works, including “A Wave" in 2020
and “Back-And-Forth" in 2022, which were showcased at Centre
Pompidou in 2022, followed by an exhibition at Palais de Tokyo
in 2023. Her work focuses on her Syrian roots and the experience
of exile. Sara is the founder of "Al-Ayoun," a space for visual
storytellers in Syria and the diaspora.

Jordanian Premiére

Cinematography: Sara Kontar Production: Sara Kontar

Editing: Laure Despres-Khatib
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A SHORT FILM ABOUT KIDS

Director Ibrahim Handal

Palestine | Arabic, English | English Subtitles

Drama | 2023 | all audience | 10 min

Four kids from the refugee camp in Bethlehem decide to visit

the sea for the first time in their life.

Director’s Biography

Ibrahim Handal is a cinematographer and filmmaker who
graduated in cinematography in 2019 from Dar Al-Kalima
University. He worked as a cinematographer and director on
several films including A Short Film About a Chair" officially
selected at Slamdance Film Festival, "A Short Film About Kids"
officially selected at the Clermont-Ferrand International Short Film
Festival and the Tampere Film Festival in 2024, and "Bethlehem
2001" officially selected at Locarno Film Festival and the Clermont-
Ferrand International Short Film Festival, among others.

Arab Premiére

Screenplay: Ibrahim Handal

Cinematography: Ibrahim Handal Al-Khatib, Omar Al Kurd
Editing: Ibrahim Handal, Hayat Labban Production: Ibrahim Handal, Wisam
Al Jafari
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Cast: Omar Qarage, Ayham Qaraqe, Majd
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Director Malak Abuhamdeh ° oo 1Al
Palestine | Arabic, English | English Subtitles dyjalail doayill | @julaiyldyyel | Gubwls
Experimental | 2023 |13+ | 4 min GSBA €| +P [P | gy

This film explores the history and struggles of the Palestinian o109 LIla U TN A o Gt o)l v iUl WYLAig Ay dyay 1w
people from the British mandate to the present day. U—oaa=llilaionrs pilubinAilpde g allhl mi& odia Liog)
highlighting the sacrifices made by many families. LSl

Director’s Biography [V NyT

12 a6 ialg nill b i 8 A a0 i w003 0n gl o
JAndanlicigerusalem ARTLAB Gob La dpai Jol vits . Jlaoll
V-0 Wig8 A ioGog Ul 1 8i.dlly J-ngi Ul Jolad wilid o o lio poo

Ja oVl ling oo pdlell Laign Jpngi

Malak Abuhamdeh, 25 years old, is a film director who seeks to
develop more in this field. Her first experience in The Art Lab was
very successful, a film in which she tries to deliver a message. She
appreciates art and believes in its power in delivering her voice to
the world in various ideas.

Jordanian Premiére Ul Lo Joll yay=l
Cinematography: Fadi Dahabreh Cast: Yasmine Ayyad Ale Ulowl s Lol opln 536 1 gl
Editing: Ahmad Alami Production: Ahed Izhiman Ulognjl aale U] Vol=llaonl:liigo
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BYE BYE BENZ BENZ

Director Mamoun Rtal Bennani, Jules Rouffio

France, Morocco | Arabic (Moroccan Dialect)

English Subtitles \ Documentary \ 2023 | all audience \9 min

Since 2016, the Moroccan government has introduced a
program to scrap old taxis. Kbir is one of the few drivers still

attached to his old Mercedes 240.

Director’s Biography

Mamoun Rtal Bennani, born in Casablanca in 1988, started as a self-
taught photographer. He cultivated his passion by specializing in 19th-
century techniques predating the first cameras. In 2013, he received his
degree in architecture in Paris. He then decided to return to his native
country, where he combines photography, architecture, and agriculture

Jules Rouffio was born in Paris in 1990. He developed an interest in
photography after receiving agricultural training during his many
travels. He met Mamoun Rtal Bennani, a Moroccan photographer, with
whom he collaborated on a series of photographic works featuring the
old Mercedes cabs of Morocco. This series served as the inspiration for
the short film “Bye Bye Benz Benz".

Jordanian Premiére

Cinematography: Mamoun Rtal Bennani, Production: Said Hamich Benlarbi

Jules Rouffio
Editing: Laura Rius
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LA VOIX DES AUTRES

Director Fatima Kaci

France | French, Arabic | Arabic Subtitles
Drama \2023 |18+ | 30 min

Rim is a Tunisian interpreter working in France on asylum
procedures. Every day, she translates the stories of exiled
men and women, whose voices raise questions about her own

history.

Awards: Lights On Women Award - Cannes Film Festival - Cinef Selec-
tion - Cannes, France - 2023

Prix D'interprétation & National Special Mention for the actress
Amira Chebli - Clermont-Ferrand Film Festival - Clermont-Fer-
rand, France - 2024

Director's Biography

Fatima Kaci is a French screenwriter and director graduated from
La Fémis. She wrote and directed the short documentary “The
Cemetery” in 2021 and the short “Spare Parts" in 2022. Her new
short, "La Voix Des Autres" produced in 2023, was selected at the
Cannes International Film Festival's (La Cinef). She received the
Lights on Women Award at Cannes by Kate Winslet, president of
the jury. She is currently working on her first feature film.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Amira Chebli, Siham Eldawos, Hala
Alsayasneh, Margot Ladroue, Manon
Glauniger

Production: Le Fémis

Screenplay: Fatima Kaci
Cinematography: Etienne Mommessin
Editing: Ugo Simon, Emilie Curtis
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THE KEY

Director Rakan Mayasai

Palestine, Belgium, Qatar, France | Hebrew | English, French,
Arabic Subtitles | thriller | 2023 | +16 | 19min

A mysterious sound is frequently heard by young Edina,
keeping her awake in the middle of the night. What will her
parents do when the sound creeps in further? A psychological
thriller based around the Palestinian right of return.

Director’s Biography

Rakan Mayasi is an independent filmmaker from Palestine. He
studied Cinema, Theatre & Psychology in Lebanon and then
received film training at the Asian Film Academy in South Korea. He
has written and directed several short films which have screened
and won awards at numerous festivals including at Locarno Film
Festival & Toronto International Film Festival. “The Key" is Mayasi's
latest short, a political/psychological thriller film.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Rakan Mayasi (Based on a story
by Anwar Hamed)

Cinematography: Joe Saade

Editing: Nathalie Rbeiz, Louis De Schrijver
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Cast: Saleh Bakri, George Ibrahim, Nada Zoabi,
Morad Hasan, Ibrahim Sakallah, Abeer Haddad

Production: Rakan Mayasi, Laura Jumel,
Frank Barat, Nadine Naous, Patrizia Roletti
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THE RED SEA MAKES ME WANNA CRY

Director Faris Alrjoob

Jordan, Germany | Arabic, German | English, Arabic Subtitles

Romance, Thriller \ 2023 | +16 |21 min

A Durassian journey into Jordan for a final farewell.

Ahaunted Idatravelstothe liminalsite of her partner's disappearance
in an attempt to feel his presence one last time, and to say goodbye.
Shot in a spectral town in the South of Jordan on 16mm, this languid
character piece wanders through aesthetic conventions of the
cinematic American West and the romantic spirit of the Mythical
Cowboy

Awards: Silver Star for Short Films - ElGouna Film Festival - ElGouna, Egypt
-2023
Best Connecting Cultures Film - Ghent International Short Film
Festival - Ghent, Belgium - 2024
Special Mention - Malmo Arab Film Festival - Malmo, Sweden 2024

Director's Biography

Faris Alrjoob is an interdisciplinary artist working within the fields of
film, video art, and performance. Based in Berlin, he is a graduate
student at the Academy of Media Arts in Cologne and previously at
Emerson College in Boston.

In 2020, he directed his short film THE GHOSTS WE LEFT AT HOME,
which world premiered at the International Short Film Festival
Oberhausen in Germany and screened at prestigious festivals like
the Malmo Arab Film Festival, the Red Sea International Film Festival,
and the Internationales Frauenfilmfestival.

Jordanian Premiére
Screenplay: Matthew LaPaglia, Faris Alrjoob  Cast: Clara Schwinning, Ahmed Shihab-

Cinematography: Mahmoud Belakhel Eldin, Mohammad Nizar, Anwar Khalil
Editing: Benedikt Strick Production: Luisa Stricker, Luma Al

Hamarneh, Faris Alrjoob
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Nada Doumani
Hamzah Abaza

Areeb Zuaiter
Ahmad Maaliki
Sima Qunsol

Fadi Haddad
Faris Alrjoob
Ramy Abdelrazek

Bassam Alasad
Samer Battikhi

Saja Kilani

Odai Arabyat
Odai Hijzai

Fares Rawas

Ghadeer Aburub
George Isaac
Yazan Karajeh

Alice Hawamleh

Zara Naber
Tareq Askar
Bahaa Tarabshih

Adriana Talatinian
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DIRECTOR

Festival Director
Assistant Festival Director

PROGRAMMING

Head of Programming
Programming Coordinator
Programming Assistant
Programmer
Programmer
Programmer

AMMAN FILM INDUSTRY DAYS

Head of Industry

Industry, Market and Outreach Coordinator

Pitching Platforms Coordinator

VENUE AND LOGISTICS

Operations Manager
Venue Manager
Transportation Coordinator

MEDIA

Social Media Coordinator
Media Relations
Social Media

PARTNERSHIPS

Accounts Manager

GUEST RELATIONS

Guests Relation Manager
Guests Relations
Guests Relations - Ticketing
Administrative Assistant
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FINANCE

Loay Awad Financial Supervisor
Rami Dweik Accounting Supervisor

Haya Kilani Accountant

TECHNICAL SUPPORT

Yousef Lafi IT Specialist
Haytham Abu Atiyyeh Festival IT & Digital Consultant
Mohammed Salem AV Technical Support
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