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Sirin Masri

A designer, collector and cultural instigator, Sirin
Masri sees beauty not as a luxury, but as a way
of life. With a master's from NYU in Interactive
Telecommunications, she brings a concept-driven
vision and deep commitment to community to
everything from interiors to urban spaces. She is
the driving force and Creative Director at Ayla Oasis
(Agaba - Jordan) and the founder of Al Najwa Design Studio.
From developing the concept of an eco-resort in Wadi Rum
to championing public art collaborations that fuel creative
livelihoods and inspired living, Sirin believes in art that speaks,
stirs, and stays.

Zina Jardaneh

Over the past 30 years, Zina Jardaneh has been
involved in philanthropy, with interest in culture,
the arts and education. Her chairmanship of the
Palestinian Museum in Birzeit, and her role in
establishing it, has earned her an Honorary Fellowship
of the Royal Institute of British Architects. Jardaneh
serves as a member of the Board of Trustees and the
Board of Directors of the Children's Museum in Amman and sits on
the Board of Trustees of the Institute of Palestine Studies, Beirut.
Jardaneh pursued a career in the pharmaceutical industry and
banking. She is currently a member of the Board of Directors of
Invest Bank Jordan and heads its Corporate Social Responsibility

Zahi W. Khouri

Zahi W. Khouri, a Palestinian- American born in Jaffa,
is the Founder and former Chairman and CEO of
The Coca-Cola Co Palestine and is the co-founder
of key publicly held companies in Palestine such as
Paltel and Padico, the largest holding company in the
country. He is a general partner of the first innovation
fund in Palestine, the Ibtikar Fund. He is presently the
Chairman of NGO Development Center in Jerusalem (NDC) and is
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees at Dar Al Kalima University
in Bethlehem. Mr. Khouri is a recipient of the Business for Peace
Award 2015, Oslo, Norway and the merit of the "Cavaliere” from
the Republic of Italy. He was a finalist in the Global Thinkers Forum
for 2017. Mr. Khouri holds an M.B.A. from INSEAD, Fontainebleau,
France and an M.Sc. from Stuttgart, Germany.
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About Amman International Film Festival - Awal Film (AIFF)

Now in its sixth edition, the Amman International Film Festival - Awal Film (AIFF) returns under the theme A World
Unscripted. In a time marked by uncertainty, this year's selection embraces films that defy formulas shaped by lived
experience, resilience and the human condition.

As the only festival in Jordan dedicated to debut works, AIFF continues to champion emerging voices across Arab
and international cinema. Competitions include Arab feature narratives, documentaries, shorts and a newly jury-
selected non-Arab section. Awards include the Black Iris Award, Jury Awards, Special Mentions and the FIPRESCI
prize alongside expanded Audience Awards.

AIFF is proud to welcome Ireland as its first Country of Honour with a selection of films that resonate deeply with
Arab cinema — reflecting identity, memory and resistance. Ireland'’s solidarity with Palestine adds further meaning
to this cultural exchange.

This year's 62 films from 23 countries — all recent productions — feature many Jordanian and regional premieres
and each marks a “first" in direction, performance, writing or editing. The programme also includes Arabic subtitles,
sign language access and screenings beyond Amman in cities like Petra, Wadi Rum, Agaba and Al-Salt.

We are honoured to spotlight acclaimed Irish filmmaker Jim Sheridan in our “First & Latest" section known for his
powerful explorations of justice, migration and identity.

In a world that no longer follows a script AIFF invites you to experience cinema that's grounded in truth and inspired
by life itself.

About AFID

Amman Film Industry Days (AFID) offers a comprehensive program of networking, project support and industry
events including masterclasses, workshops and panels, to empower filmmakers in Jordan and the region.

AFID features three competitive pitching platforms for projects in development and post-production, with a
professional jury granting cash and in-kind awards. Now in its fourth edition, the Amman Film Market continues
to connect filmmakers with funders, partners and distributors, while offering additional awards through strategic
industry partners.

This year introduces The Sparks Series, a pilot initiative spotlighting bold voices from Jordan and the Arab world,
featuring web series that reimagine episodic storytelling and engage wider audiences through digital platforms.

Together, these platforms reflect AFID's ongoing commitment to nurturing creative talent and supporting the next
generation of storytellers in the Arab region.
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Sustainability is not just a goal in our strategy —
it’s a core value that drives everything we do.

We believe true progress starts with making a positive impact on
both the environment and our communities. Hence, we continue to
support individuals and initiatives that create meaningful change.

While filmmakers at the Amman International Film Festival tell
stories that reflect our reality and shed light on social and human
issues, our

Truje;lé nﬁUencer

program is dedicated to fostering a culture of giving and
community engagement. Because we believe that every act of
kindness is a step toward a more sustainable future.

UL gAll L Ul Al
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK

“More than just a bank”
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A World Unscripted: Owning Our Narrative at
the Amman Film Festivall

As we open the doors to the 6th edition of the Amman
International Film Festival - Awal Film, we invite you into
‘A World Unscripted', a theme that echoes the region's
current moment: marked by uncertainty, upheaval, but also
connection and possibility.

This year, we reaffirm the importance of reclaiming our
stories, of amplifying authentic, raw voices that reflect the
Arab experience in its complexity. From first-time Jordanian
filmmakers to regional and international storytellers, the
Festival offers a space where new perspectives emerge.
Notably, for the first time, a Jury Award will be granted to an
international film, in addition to our signature Audience Award
across all competitive sections.

Inatime when scripts seem more necessary than everto make
sense of chaos, we find that the most impactful stories are
often the ones that resist conventional form. This is especially
true of Palestinian narratives, which have long been sidelined
or reshaped by external voices. Today, after two harrowing
years where words like “genocide” and “ceasefire” were slow
to gain international recognition, we underline the urgency of
telling our own stories honestly and unapologetically.

This year's Country of Honour, Ireland, brings a cinematic
tradition rooted in its own history of resistance, memory,
and defiance. We are proud to host renowned filmmaker Jim
Sheridan, whose works—such as “In the Name of the Father",
My Left Foot" and “Brothers” —delve into the raw, unscripted
dimensions of political injustice and the human condition. His
storytelling resonates with the lived realities of many in our
region.

‘A World Unscripted” also calls attention to the power of
community-driven narratives, those that reflect who we are,
rather than who others assume us to be. We believe that
cinema can be both mirror and megaphone, revealing difficult
truths without simplifying them, and showing humanity in its
full, unfiltered range.

At AIFF, we do not shy away from complexity. We embrace
stories that confront pain, celebrate resilience, and reflect the
richness of lived experience. For of us who come from this
part of the World, unscripted moments define who we are.
They are moments of loss and joy, of struggle and solidarity,
of love and survival.

We hope this edition will stir thought, spark conversation,
and deepen empathy, particularly for the ongoing tragedy
in Palestine. Because in the end, the most profound stories
often begin without a script.
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NADA DOUMANI

Director & Co-Founder
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In a time when truths are shifting, and life is reduced to
fast and fleeting headlines, the sixth edition of the Amman
International Film Festival - Awal Film comes as an invitation
to pause and reflect, to witness cinema as it is meant to be:
free, honest, spontaneous and unbound.

The past year and a half have been a period of hardship and
distress in our region. From Sudan, where the humanitarian
tragedy continues out of sight, to Lebanon, which has endured
months of a war that destroyed, killed and displaced, passing
through Yemen, the Arabia Felix now steeped in sorrow. More
than ever, we've come to understand the urgent need to tell
our own stories and to represent our narratives as they are.
That need remains pressing in a world that has largely lost its
familiar compass and where narratives have broken free from
the expected. Nowhere is this more painfully evident than in
the Palestinian story—a measure of violated humanity. It is no
surprise, then, that Palestinian cinema occupies a significant
part of this year's programme, paying tribute especially to
the resilience and creativity of those in Gaza.

Under the theme "A World Unscripted”, the Festival offers
more than just films; it opens the door to essential questions:
Must every story have a beginning and an end? Is every
silence empty? And does stepping away from the script
mean losing direction?

In this edition, we celebrate voices that break the mold and
stories that beat to their own rhythm. We highlight works that
are written between the lines and films featuring characters
who resist predictable arcs, who speak as much through
silence as they do through words. Many of these are debut
works by first-time filmmakers telling stories that don't polish
reality but illuminate it. This is a cinema that resembles life,
not by imitating it, but by living it.

This year's theme is not merely a slogan. It is a lens through
which we view humanity. An unscripted world does not mean
necessarily a lack of direction; it also provides a space for
sincerity. And in both cinema and life, sincerity is a brave and
courageous act.

The films we showcase here offer us something rare: a room
for reflection and the freedom to ask questions without the
need for ready-made answers.

So let us celebrate those who tell stories not because they
hold certainty, but because they possess the courage to
question. Join us on a journey into a world unscripted, an
unknown, vital and enjoyable voyage!
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From the depths of a raging sea, an unscripted wave rises, carrying
stories that challenge imposed realities and awaken the question
of identity. Tales that unearth the self, seeking a language for a
society long upheld by a script not its own; a script shaped by pain
and narrated through marginalization.

This year's program emerges with a spirit of rebellion, casting color
into the dark, drawn from the western edge of the region to its
eastern sunrise, from lands of incense and myrrh to the shores of
the Gulf, where truth folds into fiction as wave merges with tide.

In a sleepy village tucked in the mountains, grief hides in fierce
imagination. Afather and son search for a paradise in a world closing
in. Cousins rebel against a reality that stole their homeland, only to
pay the price: friendship, identity, and loyalty. A child carries the
head of his kin amid war's ashes; a girl dances through mourning.
In northern Jordan, a woman breaks the chains of her community.
Ayoung man defies time, only to be betrayed by spring and pulled
into a heavy autumn. Two sisters race time for an inheritance they
claim as theirs.

Elsewhere, a dog rises to human stature, its rights spanning from
Swiss courts to Cairo's alleys. We dive into Egypt, entering Abu
Zaabal's prison. In war-torn Syria, screens become windows of
hope. From Algeria, we trace the vanishing of a girl among Algiers'
shadows. In Beirut, Botox needles become symbols of obsession
amid ruin. In Lebanon's Tripoli, a daughter confronts her father with
words and verse. Across the sea, a girl gives voice to the silence of
her migrant mother. Seven others find in art a power to be reborn.
Magic slips into a Czech garden, warming children mourning
their grandmother. With Aisha, we hear a mill spinning a tale of
displacement. In a care home, Ruth faces her final chapter, defying
the early grip of dementia.

We sailthrough generations and continents: from Mumbai's dreams,
where girls wander through confusion and liberation; to Salt, land
of figs and grapes, where youth sway between digital temptation
and stagnant schooling; and on to futuristic Tokyo, where students
resist the tyranny of education with untamed imagination. In the
Scandinavian north, a school crisis reveals buried wounds while
illness confronts lovers with maternal scars that never healed.

And we linger in Palestine, where pain and hope hold hands along
Gaza's shore. A clown chases joy through rubble. Women paint
their wishes atop ruins. Youth grasp at freedom that slips away.
Doctors perform miracles through devastation, as UNRWA teeters
under impossible weight.

We journey on: from Damascus to Khartoum, backstage to desert
heartlands; trailing tearful nights at the edge of farewell, where
love meets exile and memory clings to vanishing cities. Characters
hover between desire and obligation, chasing illusions or collapsing
before their truth. Behind the scenes of art, in prison corridors, at
fortune-tellers and stages of remembrance, liberation wrestles
with fate. Women resist in silence, artists dance on the edge of
collapse, and youth search for identity through the test of choice.
In a special section, we turn to Irish cinema. Beneath the soils of
Ireland and our region lies a shared colonial memory: wounds,
divisions, and freedom still out of reach. Not to glorify the other, but
to reflect on ourselves: from revolts to inner defeats, from prison
darkness to the fragility of spirit and solitude. These films probe
memory and awaken a timeless question:

How do we tell our story when all that remains is the voice?
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We aim to lead by example and to create a positive
impact by inspiring the Jordanian and the regional
filmmaking industries. The AIFF is the first film festival
of this scale in the region, which places environmental
advocacy as one of its core values.

Here are the steps the festival understood this year to
ensure its compliance with principles of sustainability:

We will continue our carbon footprint Offsetting
program that might result from necessary actions,
such as travelling and transportation, by donating to
the Arab Group for the Protection of Nature (APN) to
plant trees in Jordan. For the past two years, so far,
we have planted 2158 trees all over the Kingdom.
We will also offset the activities we couldn't reduce
for the past two editions and plant more trees with
APN this year.

Reduce the waste and printed material and upcycle
the material used in branding and artwork.

Use environmentally friendly packaging.

Incentivize electric vehicles.

Sending Environmental easy-to-follow messages
to our guests and the festival goers. .
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WE CARE ABOUT
OUR PLANET
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FIRST & LATEST:
A Conversation with Jim Sheridan

:‘Jaallg Jall
Ul oua &o Jlga

Jim Sheridan, the celebrated Irish filmmaker, will
be joining us this year in conversation with Egyptian
director Yousry Nasrallah on the 6th of July at 8 PM
at the Royal Film Commission to reflect on the arc of
his cinematic journey: from his debut My Left Foot to
his latest works. This conversation invites audiences to
learn about the evolution of Sheridan's storytelling over
time, shaped by personal memory, nationalidentity with
emotional authenticity.

Through this exchange between two acclaimed
filmmakers, we'll meet Sheridan's unique narrative
voice, forged in the space between realism and poetry.
His work, often centred on working-class resilience,
immigration and family shows raw, compassionate
portraits of the human condition.

As they revisit pivotal moments in Sheridan's
filmography, we'll hear about the ideas and experiences
that influenced his craft and how his perspective
continues to evolve in the face of new global realities.

\We invite you to join us for this special conversation, an
opportunity to connect with the creative mind behind
some of the most authentic stories in contemporary
cinema.
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This non-competitive section presents accomplished
and renowned filmmakers, offering a closer look
at their work and at how their filmmaking style has
evolved over the years.
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A Conversation with Jim Sheridan

Jim Sheridan is one of Ireland’s most influential filmmakers,
known for his emotionally powerful storytelling and his
commitment to portraying marginalized voices with depth
and humanity. Born in Dublin in 1949, Sheridan studied
at University College Dublin before moving to New York,
where he immersed himself in theatre. He co-founded
Dublin's Project Theatre and later served as Director of the
Irish Arts Center in New York; two roles that deeply shaped
his sensitivity to character, dialogue, and social issues.

Sheridan's transition from theatre to cinema brought
these same qualities to the screen. He made a powerful
debut with "My Left Foot" (1989), the true story of
Christy Brown, an Irish artist with cerebral palsy. The film
earned two Academy Awards; for Daniel Day-Lewis and
Brenda Fricker, and established Sheridan's international
reputation. His partnership with Day-Lewis continued in
a series of acclaimed films.

His second feature, “The Field" (1990), explored land,
memory, and masculine pride in rural Ireland, while
‘In the Name of the Father" (1993) tackled justice and
political repression in the story of the Guildford Four. The
latter earned seven Academy Award nominations and
confirmed Sheridan's ability to turn real-life injustice into
powerful, human-centred cinema.

With “The Boxer" (1997)., Sheridan continued his
exploration of endurance and reconciliation within
Northern Ireland'’s Troubles. He later brought a personal
touch to “In America" (2002), a semi-autobiographical
story of an immigrant family's struggle and hope in New
York. These works consistently blended the political
and the intimate, with a strong moral compass and a
resistance to sentimentality.

In 2005, Sheridan shifted genres with “Get Rich or Die
Tryin", applying his instinct foremotional truth to an urban
American narrative. Whether portraying the struggles of
an artist, a prisoner, or an immigrant, his films speak to
universal human experiences of survival, identity, and
connection.

In recent years, Sheridan has worked across both
fiction and documentary formats, directing “The Secret
Scripture” (2016) and the true-crime docuseries “Murder
at the Cottage” (2021), revisiting Ireland's cultural and
legal landscapes through new lenses.

Across decades and genres, Sheridan's work stands as
a reflection of his belief in the power of storytelling to
illuminate truth and inspire empathy. He continues to
capture both the Irish souland the wider human struggle
with firm integrity and cinematic artistry.
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PRANCAIS ke ' Franco-Arab Rendez-Vous

JORDAN Diversité

Emergipfg Talents Through
wmema.

Public Screenings e Cinemain Zaatari e Shared Expertise
CinéFabrique School e Workshops & Mentorships

This project is supported by the French Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs as well as the French Institut in the
framework of raising awareness on the creative cultural industries strategy. Connect with us

12 CINEMA THEATERS
4 VIP THEATERS
PREMIUM LOCATION
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UPSHOT
Maha Haj
Palestine, Italy, France




UPSHOT

Director Maha Haj
Palestine, Italy, France | Arabic | English Subtitles

Drama \2024 allaudience\34 min

In the stillness of a remote farm, Suleiman and Lubna bury their griefin
soiland routine, clinging to debates about their five children’s lives as a
way to fill the silence left by loss. But their fragile refuge begins to crack
when a stranger appears; revealing a truth neither of them is prepared
to confront. As past and present clash, the couple must navigate the
wounds of memory, guilt, and parenthood, in a world where even
imagination offers no escape from a reality they never chose.

Awards: Pardino d'Oro Swiss Life for the Best Auteur Short Film and the Junior
Jury Award for the Best Auteur Short Film, Locarno International Film
Festival, Switzerland
Golden Star for Best Short Film, EL Gouna Film Festival, Egypt
Best Fiction Short Film, Sharjah Film Platform, UAE

Director's Biography

Maha Haj is a Palestinian filmmaker with a background in English
and Arabic literature. She brings a deep sense of storytelling to her
work, with past collaborations including set design for Ziad Douairi's
The Attack and Elia Suleiman's The Time That Remains and It Must
Be Heaven. Her directorial debut Oranges (2009) won the Audience
Award at Montpellier, followed by the documentary Behind These
Walls (2010). Her first feature Personal Affairs (2016) premiered at
Cannes' Un Certain Regard. Her latest, Mediterranean Fever, won Best
Screenplay at Cannes 2022 and toured globally to critical acclaim.

Jordanian Premiere

Screenplay: Maha Haj Cast: Mohammed Bakri, Areen Omari, Amer Hlehel
Cinematography: Augustin Bonnet

Editing: Veronique Lange

Production: Hanna Atalah & Ronza Kamel (August
Films), Paolo Benzi & Teresa Mannino (Okta Film),
Juliette Lepoutre & Pierre Menahem (Still Moving)
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ALGIERS THANK YOU-FOR BANKING WITH
Chakib Taleb Bendiab Laila Abbas
Algeria, Tunisia, France, and Canada Palestine, Germany, Saudi Arabia, Qatar

RED PATH THE VILLAGE NEXT TO PARADISE
Lotfi Achour Mo Harawe

thAisia, France, Belgium, Poland, Austria, Germany, France, Somalia
Saudi Arabja, Qatar

SEEKING HAVEN FOR MR. RAMBO TO ALAND UNKNOWN
Khaled Mansour Mahdi Fleifel
Egypt, Saudi Arabia UK, Palestine, France, Greece, Netherlands,

Germany, Qatar, Saudi Arabia

SIMSIM
Sondos Al-Smerat
Jordan

SONGS OF ADAM
Oday Rasheed
Irag, Netherlands, Saudi Arabia, USA

SPRING CAME ALONG LAUGHING
Noha Adel
Egypt, France, Saudi Arabia, Qatar

TETES BRULEES
Maja-Ajmia Yde Zellama
Belgium, Tunisia
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JURY - ARAB FEATURE NARRATIVE

COMPETITION

dglndl duslol A sl oMo

Adila Bendimerad

Actress, Screenwriter, Director, Producer

Adila Bendimerad is an Algerian actress, screenwriter,
director and producer based in Algiers.

She trained at the National Theatre of Algiers before
joining Tim Supple's production “One Thousand and
One Nights" (2011). On screen, she has collaborated with major
MENA directors, including Merzak Allouache “The Repentant”, “The
Rooftops", “Normal!" In 2024, she appeared in “Ma part de Gaulois”
by Malik Chibane and “Barbes Little Algeria” by Hassan Guerrar.
Founder of the production company Taj Intaj, she produced
‘The Days Before" by Karim Moussaoui (2013, Locarno, César-
nominated), and Damien Ounouri's “Kindil el Bahr" (2016, Cannes
Directors” Fortnight) and “The Last Queen” (2022, Venice Film
Festival), which she co-wrote, co-directed, and starred in. For that
last film, she won the Best Scriptwriter award at the AIFF in 2023.

Christophe Leparc
Managing Director of Quinzaine des Cinéastes at
the Festival de Cannes and Director of Cinemed

Christoph Leparc is the Managing Director of Quinzaine
des Cineastes (Directors' Fortnight) at the Festival de
Cannes and Director of Cinemed, the Mediterranean
Film Festival of Montpellier, France. He served as a
board member of the European Film Academy in 2019. Active in the
film industry since 1990, Leparc specializes in the organization and
programming of film festivals. He has held key roles at the International
Women Directors' Film Festival in Créteil, Cinemed and La Semaine
de la Critique in Cannes. He has been Managing Director of Directors'
Fortnight since 2007 and was appointed Director of Cinemed in 2016.
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JURY - ARAB FEATURE NARRATIVE COMPETITION
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Amr Gamal
Film Director

Amr Gamal is a film and theatre director from Aden,
Yemen. In 2005, he founded the Khaleej Aden
Theatre Troupe, reviving commercial theatre after a
decade-long post-war hiatus. His debut feature, “10
Days Before the Wedding" (2018), was Yemen's first commercial
film in 40 years and its official Oscar submission. His second film,
“The Burdened" (2023), became the first Yemeni film selected
for the Berlinale, winning the Amnesty International Award and
the Jury Award at the AIFF; it also represented Yemen at the
2024 Oscars. It won the Gamal's work focuses on social realism
and preserving Yemen's cultural memory. Despite ongoing
challenges, he continues to create theatre and cinema, often
staging performances at neglected historical sites to prompt their
restoration. Most recently, he led the reopening of a historic cinema
in Aden—the first to resume operation in Yemen in decades.

Rasheed Malhas

Director, Actor

After earning a Master's degree in theatre directing
from Russia in 1994, Rasheed Malhas rose to Arab
stardom with his portrayal of Imru’ al-Qais in the early
2000s. Although his passion for theatre limited his
appearances on screen, he made a return to acting in 2014. Today,
he works in media and takes on select roles in drama and cinema.
His directing credits include the feature film “She Will Come at
Seven' and the short film “Be Forgotten”.
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ALGIERS

Director

Algeria, Tunisia, France, and Canada | Arabic

English, Arabic Subtitles | Thriller | 2024 | 13+ | 92 min

In the heart of Algiers, the kidnapping of a young girl sends
shockwaves through the city, stirring deep-seated tensions and
suspicions. Psychiatrist Dr. Dounia Assam and police inspector
Sami join forces to unravel the mystery, delving into the city's
haunting past. As they navigate the shadows of Algeria's
history, they confront the lingering effects of a turbulent era,
seeking truth amidst a web of secrets and trauma.

Awards: Flickers' Rhode Island Film Festival, US (Best Film)

Director's Biography

Chakib Taleb-Bendiab is an Algerian screenwriter, filmmaker, and
composer who has worked on many feature films and is one of the
screenwriters behind the British spy series "GO DARK'.

His filmography includes several compelling short films, among them
are the award-winning Short Film “BLACK SPIRIT", which circulated
at several prestigious festivals across the globe and received the
Programmers Delight Award at the 2018 Sapporo International Short
Film Festival and Market in Japan. And “SANG FROID", which won the
Jury Award for Best Screenplay at the 2013 Sapporo International Short
Film Festival and Market.

Film Eligibility:
Directing, Scriptwriting
Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Chakib Taleb Bendiab
Cinematography: Ikbal Arafa

Cast: Meriem Medjkane, Nabil Asli, Chahrazad Krachet
Hichem Mesbah, Slimane Benouari, and Ali Namous

Editing: Fouad Benhammou and Chakib Production: Khaled Chikhi and Yasmine Dhoukar

Taleb-Bendiab
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RED PATH / LES ENFANTS ROUGES

Director Lotfi Achour

Tunisia, France, Belgium, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Qatar
Arabic | English, Arabic Subtitles | Drama
2024/18+/100 min

Mghila Mountain, Tunisia, November 2015. When 14-year-old Achraf
and his cousin stray too far from home, a sudden act of violence shat-
ters their world. Achraf survives, burdened with the unbearable task of
returning home with a message too horrific to speak. As his village sinks
into silence and fear, and the authorities remain absent, Achraf drifts
between reality and dream, haunted by loss. Inspired by true events,
Red Path is a lyrical journey through a child's fractured psyche - and his
quiet, astonishing strength in the face of unimaginable trauma.

Awards: Audience Award Vanguard - Vancouver International Film Festival
- Vancouver, Canada - 2024.
Best Director and Best Cinematographer - Mostra de Valencia -
Valencia, Spain - 2024.
Best feature and Best Director - Red Sea Film Festival - Djeddah,
Saudi Arabia - 2024.

Director's Biography

Born in Tunis, Lotfi Achour is a director, author, and producer.

After earning his baccalauréat, he began studying economics at the
Faculty of Law and Economics in Tunis. Following a family tragedy,
he decided to pursue acting and began training at the Grenoble
Conservatory. He later studied theater and cinema at the Sorbonne.
Achour has created over 25 theatrical works, with his latest co-produced
by the Royal Shakespeare Company for the 2012 London Olympics. He
has also directed three award-winning short films, including “La laine sur
le dos", nominated for the Short Film Palme d'Or at Cannes 2016.

Film Eligibility:
Acting

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Natacha de Pontcharra (Co-writers:
Doria Achour, Sylvain Cattenoy, Lotfi Achour)
Cinematography: : Wojciech STARON
Editing: Ewin Ryckaert, Malek Chatta

Lamari, Latifa Gafsi

Lotf Achour

Cast: Ali Helali, Yassine Samouni, Wided Dabebi, Jemii

Production: Anissa Daoud, Sébastien Hussenot,
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SEEKING HAVEN FOR MR. RAMBO

Director Khaled Mansour

Egypt, Saudi Arabia
Arabic | English Subtitles | Drama
202416+ 102 min

Hassan, a quiet security guard living in Cairo with his mother, is forced
to go on the run after his dog and closest companion, Rambo, bites
their hostile landlord. As Hassan moves through the city in search of
a safe place for the dog, he's pulled into situations that make him
confront painful memories and fears he's long buried - ultimately
leading him to reconnect with a part of himself he thought was lost.

Awards: Yusr Jury Award - Red Sea International Film Festival - Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia - 2024
Best Teaser (MENA Region) - Global Entertainment Awards -
2024

Director's Biography

Khaled Mansour is an Egyptian director and screenwriter born in Cairo in
1991, studied history at Cairo University before independently pursuing
cinema. In 2024, he made his debut feature film, *Seeking Haven for Mr.
Rambo*, which premiered in the official selection at the Venice International
Film Festival and went on to win over 15 awards at festivals worldwide. It
was released in Egyptian cinemas in early 2025 to commercial success.
Khaled has participated in several renowned film labs and markets,
enriching his vision and craft. He has also directed short documentaries
and commercials. Seeking Haven for Mr. Rambo s his first feature.

Film Eligibility:
Directing, Acting, Scriptwriting

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Mohamed El-Hossieny, Khaled
Mansour

Cast: Essam Omar, Rakeen Saad, Ahmed Bahaa,

Samaa Ibrahim, Rambo Brothers
Cinematography: Ahmed Tarek Bayoumi Production: Rasha Hosny, Mohamed Hefzy

Editing: Yasser Azmy
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SIMSIM

Director Sondos Al-Smerat

Jordan | Arabic | English Subtitles & for the deaf and
hard of hearing | Drama, Black Comedy | 2025
PG |82 min

At 26, Simsim is determined to break free from a marriage she never
chose. Restless and self-assured, she uses herjob at a photography
studio not just to support her daughter and mother, but as a space
to flirt, connect, and reclaim her sense of self. Though estranged
from her husband Qasem, he refuses to grant her a divorce. When
he finally agrees, on the bizarre condition that she finds him a new
wife, Simsim dives headfirst into a surreal journey. However, as her
quest spirals, she begins to confront her own contradictions and
discovers that real freedom means more than just escape.

Director's Biography

Sondos Dheeb Hassan Al-Smerat was born in the city of Irbid,
Jordan. She graduated with honors from Yarmouk University in
2022, majoring in Drama and Filmmaking. She studied under a
distinguished faculty composed of highly professional instructors,
many of whom are members of the Jordanian Artists Association—
an organization she is also a proud member of.

Sondos began her artistic journey by directing and producing
short films, many of which received numerous awards at local and
international film festivals. She also participated in several training
workshops organized by the Royal Film Commission - Jordan.

Film Eligibility:
Directing, Acting, Scriptwriting

World Premiére

Cast: Saja Kilani, Majd Eid, Yasmine Dalou, Jouana Arida,
Emran Enouz, Areej Dababneh, Merna Mohammad,
Khoulod Muhaisen, Islam Awadi

Production: Noamani Art Production - Qais Noamani

Screenplay: Tamara G. Owais
Cinematography: Ali Darabseh
Editing: Abdallah Sa'adeh
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SONGS OF ADAM

Director Oday Rasheed

Iraq, Netherlands, Saudi Arabia, USA
Arabic | English Subtitles & Interpreted in
sign language | Drama | 2024\13+ \98 min

In 1946 Mesopotamia, twelve year old Adam is shaken after being
made to witness a burial rite from which his beloved cousin Iman is
excluded. In the wake of this moment, Adam declares he no longer
wishes to grow up. Inexplicably, he doesn't. As the years go by, his
untouched youth unsettles the villagers and divides those closest
to him. While some see his condition as unnatural, others view it as a
quiet rebellion against the loss of innocence. Songs of Adam explores
memory, gender, and transformation through the eyes of a boy who
remains still as the world moves on.

Awards: Yusr Best Screenplay Award - Red Sea International Film Festi-
val - KSA - 2024
Golden Palm Award for Best Feature Film - Saudi Film Festival
- KSA - 2025
Best Foreign Film Award - Arizona International Film Festival -
Arizona, USA - 2025
Director's Biography
Oday Rasheed is an Iragi-American writer and director. In 2003, he filmed his
debut feature Underexposure, the first film shot in Iraq after the U.S. invasion.
It premiered at the International Film Festival Rotterdam and won several
awards, including Best Film at the Singapore International Film Festival.
His second feature, Qarantina (2009), received the Jury Prize at the Oran
Film Festival. Rasheed immigrated to the U.S. in 2012 and later directed his
first English-language film, If You See Something, which premiered at the
2024 Woodstock International Film Festival. His most recent film, Songs of
Adam, won Best Screenplay at the 2024 Red Sea Competition.

Film Eligibility:
Acting
Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Oday Rasheed
Cinematography: Basim Faihad
Editing: Muhannad Rasheed

Cast: Azzam Ahmed, Alaa Najm, Abdul Jabbar

Production: Majed Rasheed, Ally Tubis, Oday
Rasheed
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SPRING CAME ON LAUGHING
Director Noha Adel

Egypt, France, Saudi Arabia, Qatar | Arabic | English Subtitles

& Interpreted in sign language | Drama-Comedy
2024 PG | 96 min

As spring approaches, celebrations shift into confrontations and
laughter masks unspoken pain. Four intertwined tales from the heart
of Egyptian womanhood unfold, where joy carries a shadow and the
unexpected lies just beneath the surface. As blossoms fade and
autumn arrives, each story reaches a surprising conclusion, revealing
the quiet storms of identity, societal pressure, and the hidden truths
that emerge when the season'’s bright facade begins to crack.

Awards: FIPRESCI Award - Cairo International Film Festival - Cairo, Egypt - 2024
Salah Abu Seif Award for Best Director - Cairo International Film Festi-
val - Cairo, Egypt - 2024
Henry Barakat Award for Best Artistic Contribution - Cairo International
Film Festival - Cairo, Egypt - 2024

Director's Biography

Born in 1975, Noha Adel is a screenwriter and film director who
graduated from Cairo University's English Department. With a
background in Learning & Development, she pursued her passion
for film by attending a three-month “Fundamentals of Directing”
workshop in 2017. Her graduation project, the short film “Into Re-
verse," premiered at the Dubai International Film Festival. In 2020,
she wrote and directed her second short film, “Once Upon A Time
In the Café" Both films received acclaim, participating in various
prestigious international and local film festivals and winning mul-
tiple awards.

Film Eligibility:
Directing, Scriptwriting

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Sally Abdo, Mokhtar Younis, Rehab
Anan, Reem El Akkad, Carol Akkad, Mona EL
Nemrawi, Wessam Salah, Roka Yasser

Production: Kawthar Younis - Ahmed Youssef

Screenplay: Noha Adel
Cinematography: Sara Yehia
Editing: Sara Abdallah
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TETES BRULEES

Director Maja-Ajmia Yde Zellama

Belgium, Tunisia | Dutch, French, Arabic
English, Arabic Subtitles | Drama | 2025 | PG | 86 min

At 12, Eya's world is shaken by the sudden death of her older
brother, Younes. As she navigates the silence and rituals of grief,
she finds a lifeline in rap, dance, and the presence of Younes'
close friends. Their creative energy helps her keep his spirit alive
while slowly uncovering her own identity. Through movement,
music, and the emotional turbulence of adolescence, Eya begins
to make sense of her loss and reshape the world around her.

Awards: Berlin International Film Festival-Special Mention Generation Interna-
tional Jury 14 plus Feature Film, Germany

Berlin International Film Festival - Special Mention by the Indepen-
dent Jury of the AG Kino-Gilde Cinema Vision 14plus, Germany

Director's Biography

Maja-Ajmia Yde Zellama is a Belgian-Tunisian-Danish filmmaker
and screenwriter. A graduate of LUCA School of Arts, she is also
the co-founder and president of ASBL Bledarte, a Brussels-based
association that empowers and amplifies the voices of migrant
youth through art and culture.

Film Eligibility:
Scriptwriting, Directing, Acting

Arab Premiére

Cast: Safa Gharbaoui, Mehdi Bouziane, Mounir
Amamra, Adnan EL Haruati, Saber Tabi, Nicolas

Screenplay: Maja-Ajmia Yde Zellama
Cinematography: Grimm Vandekerckhove
Editing: Dieter Diependaele

Makola, Mehdi Zellama, Monia Taieb
Production: Nabil Ben Yadir, Marc Goyens
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THANKYOU FOR BANKING WITH US!

Director

Palestine, Germany, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Egypt | Arabic

English Subtitles \ Drama,Comedy | 2024 |
+13 | 90 min

In Ramallah, Mariam and Noura reunite after their father's
death, only to discover he left behind a sizable inheritance.
Bound by frustration with a system that favors their absent
brother, they devise a daring plan to secure the money
before he learns of their loss. As tensions rise and old wounds
resurface, the sisters must navigate bureaucracy, family
dynamics, and societal expectations in a story that blends
humor with a critique of patriarchal norms.

Awards: Silver Alexander for Best Director, Thessaloniki Film Festival
Golden Star for Best Arab Feature, EL Gouna Film Festival
Best screen writer, Malmo Arab Film Festival

Director's Biography

Laila Abbas is a Palestinian filmmaker, producer, and academic.
She studied cinema in Jordan and later film and TV production at
Royal Holloway University in the UK with a Said Foundation Schol-
arship. Her 2013 documentary ICE & DUST gained wide attention,
and she later taught at Alquds University's Institute of Modern Me-
dia. In 2016, she founded Young Oak Productions, and in 2019, was
selected for Berlinale Talents.

Film Eligibility:
Directing, Scriptwriting

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Yasmine Al Massri, Clara Khoury, Kamel EL
Basha, Ashraf Barhoum

Screenplay: Laila Abbas
Cinematography: Konstantin Kroening

Editing: Heba Othman
Behesht Nedjad

Production: Hanna Atallah, Ronza Kamel, Roshanak
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THE VILLAGE NEXT TO PARADISE

Director Mo Harawe

Austria, Germany, France, Somalia | Arabic
English, Arabic Subtitles | Drama | 2024 |PG \132 min

In a remote Somali village shaped by hardship and change, a small
family charts its way through shifting dreams and unspoken conflicts.
As Mamargade, his son Cigaal, and his sister Araweelo pursues their
individual dreams amidst societal challenges and personal hardships,
their bond is tested. Through love, trust, and quiet strength, they
navigate the complexities and their intertwined paths.

Awards: Marrakech International Film Festival (Jury Prize)
Jury Prize, Marrakech International Film Festival, Marrakech, Morocco,
2024

Director's Biography

Mo Harawe is a Somali/Austrian writer and director born in
Mogadishu. He has been studying Visual Communication and Film
at Kunsthochschule Kassel. “The Village Next to Paradise” is his
debut feature film, following his acclaimed short films “Life on the
Horn" (2022) that earned a Special Mention at Locarno International
Film Festival. While “Will My Parents Come to See Me" (2022) was
nominated for the European Film Award, won the Grand Prix at
Clermont-Ferrand as well as German LOLA and Austrian Film
Award for Best Short Film in 2023.

Film Eligibility:
Directing, Acting, Scriptwriting

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Ahmed Ali Farah, Anab Ahmed
Ibrahim, Ahmed Mohamud Saleban

Screenplay: Mo Harawe
Cinematography: Mostafa El Kashef

Editing: Joana Scrinzi Production: Sabine Moser & Oliver Neumann
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ARAB FEATURE NARRATIVE COMPETITION | dbLg ]l duslgul )l ALVl Ao

TO A LAND UNKNOWN

Director Mahdi Fleifel

UK, Palestine, France, Greece, Netherlands, Germany, Qatar,

Saudi Arabia | Arabic, Greek, English Language
English, Arabic Subtitles \ Drama \ 2024 l+18 \105 min

In the shadows of Athens, two Palestinian cousins, Chatila and
Reda, dream of escaping to Germany and building a new life. But
as mounting pressures close in - from poverty, addiction, and a
system rigged against them - their bond is tested in unexpected
and dangerous ways. What begins as an escape plan quickly
spirals into a tense confrontation with loyalty, survival, and the
cost of freedom in a world that offers them no easy way out.

Awards: Tanit D'Argent - Carthage Film Festival - Carthage, Tunisia - 2024
Silver Yusr Best Feature Film - Red Sea International Film Festival -
Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia - 2024
Silver Yusr Best Actor: Mahmoud Bakri - Red Sea International Film
Festival - Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia - 2024

Director's Biography

Mahdi Fleifel is a Palestinian-Danish director who graduated from
NFTS in the UK. He was notably mentored by Stephen Frears and
Pawel Pawlikowski.

In 2012, his first feature-length documentary A World Not Ours
premiered at TIFF and gathered around thirty awards (Berlinale,
CPH:DOX, Yamagata, DOC:NYC).

He took part in the Cinefondation in 2013, and subsequently di-
rected several short films: A Man Returned (Silver Bear 2016 EFA
nomination), A Drowning Man (Cannes, Bafta nominated), | Signed
The Petition (IDFA award and EFA nomination).

Film Eligibility:
Directing, Scriptwriting

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Mahdi Fleifel, Fyzal Boulifa, Jason
McColgan

Cast: Mahmood Bakri, Aram Sabbagh, Angeliki
Papoulia, Mohammad Alsurafa, Mouataz
Cinematography: Thodoris Mihopoulos (GSC)

Editing: Halim Sabbagh Production: Geoff Arbourne, Mahdi Fleifel

Alshalto Mohammad Ghassan, Monzer Reyahnah

J2uld $sado 2ol

ad il daiVea (liqul s (ubhuulé Sanioll alooll
duwiligul Gujilaivl el de Ul | yagewl dupsell A looll
818510 | IN+] M€l Lolja | duye dujalail donyill
udlugrall o la Layg Wilub lidh 1ol o<l LUIJJL.hf!‘Li,Lfii\__)__b
63016600 Loayleng enlla elni & oal).6a a0 6lin =Lig Lyiloll
GhLiny Loaisle ya) <iilodarn Ain1é o an) ollaig@ila Uloalg
ol wJg i dal iyugr ad haniy i lo.d 26gio j1eg i wls

A 6lioll JA Ay o Jle p0 dpallJoJg el 8ulielg JI & o Jgio Elp
Loaolol

(€ —yuigielnys — Apiloipull elnyé i — puadlicuitil gl
— ol iloinull jon Ul Al Yl kao — Kdlg) o Jaol puAoll juyl
€ —Qageulldy=llidAloolléan
Viloinl Lol jadlYlatao — 1513000 1 ioo JiAdY puAadll
€ —dyrg=ulldpp=lidAalool 032 — (Joall

210l e

Aw)aoll U—o e)2J pB)lodd — pdilald @S0 g J-QUl6 3 do
2 ode Liad olig - aioll A A looll oo (Ugjlillg AL oW dyingl
roler JoUl p83UgJl aolyo UALC A 1169110l 69 j1 1o Ui w
U006 5la U BiMi a6 A n g I ole g-iig)gi Ylapao oo «Lilyu y
role Uorwlaiguitn d-oUp -0 Wb el Jga d-bgo010 Wlila o
Lavio b odo Wlapiiyig jSlga i Jiérunéd ol oléac larsyepralgf P
Ularao oo UaLe Al Jap ol ualode fladlale dap
8i5la aiiiyollg IDFA Lo J5Lall Ay =l c2bgq Lioll abjg Ula
<Loiivlg egalll YA s punai Wglwl Jglit dlocl.dug)gll dioyalall
dagallg

;oLiall dylai
Qi dlia elal

UL o6 Jolll yag=ll

A9 Ug) Jinio.Joulo saao: :gulitw
UaJgh Wb Uguln

Uwglgigailo Yujgags : sgal
Eunouln: @liigo

43

WalbpAuailelin ks 30000 :tiol
«Ain) jrioeqiliil jigo dolpnllaono
ylueaono

Jul6 saa0 Ujglern: @Liil



940l a3l @gpaJ AQio Ue Canyll A2 oJl
JgnioAlA JOI6 5xe

Aagsaull duy=lldAlooll yno gl Wiy o BamielldAlooll W mlo
Qg dpplldaloolln 6 WitedhlajUga

JoaJl s )lall
Jouble L@l dial) §jqlaoll dyydll
U (gl dyyeJl dAloolldailgydAialybuipé (uiqi : 9ljla go
Liyo WiloJibuoill W JloguAll
Jio 191
Wb (uwla LAl Ilieo olad CLiVl 1paab
1204 Ly 6 gl sl guuc\)i.u
Guagsall Ayl dAlooll Wiloliwniulo
Jnoyhnd

aul
doVjual aonc dulo
B byuigi

Clay &upl Jaa
Jale pav
16 duagsul buifé gno

oAl ALbUi

aub) dlc

Vo)l .dyagsawll yy=)l AAlooll . 12ilgl wgl sl
QuAy)0Vl 622i0ll

(OLLLO LU
Ul o yuriw
Ul




JUH=FH |

available at Go ujii ok oo dde Jao! o i 2
amazon appstore | | Apple TV [ ¢ " (C11T A5Vl | App Store [ ¢
Available on the Enjoy on
o SOART TV

www.jrtv.gov.jo

0OOHOO® JrtvMedia




A FROWN GONE MAD \WE ARE INSIDE
Omar Mismar Farah Kassem
Lebanon Lebanon, Qatar, Denmark

ABO ZAABAL 89 (YJOUR MOTHER
Bassam Mortada Samira El Mouzghibati
Egypt-Germany Belgium

MOTHER OF SCHOOLS
Abdallah Essa
Jordan

TELL THEM ABOUT US
Rand Beiruty
Germany, Jordan, Saudi Arabia

TIME OUT 22
Ali Kazwini
Syria




Olivewood Studios
Jordan’s Production Hub

BUILD YOUR

OWN WORLD Olivewood Film Studios is Jordan's only full-scale studio complex, offering
state-of-the-art facilities designed to meet the demands of regional and
international film and television production.

Strategically located in the heart of Amman, Olivewood provides a
complete production ecosystem.

The complex features:

® Two sound stages, each 1,500 m2 and 13 meters high, with advanced
sound isolation and a dedicated power grid.

¢ Dedicated and equipped workshop facilities.
® A spacious backlot covering 68,000 m2.

Comprehensive support services tailored to local, regional, and
international productions.

Our facilities are built for versatility, scale, and efficiency, capable of
accommodating a wide range of genres and formats.

ether you're producing a commercial, a television series, or a

scale feature film, Olivewood Studios offers the ideal environment to
tory to life.

EAE N VY.

ormation, schedule a visit, or get a quote, please

s scripted.

B Hue
Innovation
B & Design hueid.com



JURY - ARAB FEATURE
DOCUMENTARY COMPETITION
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Gladys Joujou
Film Editor

Gladys Joujou is a film editor of Lebanese origin whose
work spans international fiction and documentary films.
She has edited Hollywood productions such as Oliver
Stone's “Alexander’, French films like Jacques Doillon's

‘Raja’, and independent titles including Ghassan Salhab's “Beyrouth
Fantéme" and “Terra Incognita’, Carlos Chahine's “Mother Valley" and
Philippe Van Leeuw's “Insyriated” and “The Wall". Her documentary
credits include Raed Andoni's “Ghost Hunting", Suhaib Gasmelbari's
‘Talking About Trees’ Boubacar Sangaré's “A Golden Life" and
‘Djeliya’, Rami Farah's "A Comedian in a Syrian Tragedy" and “Our
Memory Belongs to Us", Nadine Naous' “Chacun sa Palestine”, Khaled
Jarrar's “Notes on Displacement’, Samaher Elqadi's "As | Want", Hind
Meddeb's “Sudan, Remember Us", and Lina Soualem's “Their Algeria”
and "Bye Bye Tiberias" Many of these films have screened and won
awards internationally. Joujou also works as a story consultant and
editing tutor at international documentary workshops.
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JURY - ARAB FEATURE DOCUMENTARY COMPETITION
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Mike Lerner
Documentary Film Producer

Mike Lerner is an internationally awarded documentary
film producer with a career spanning more than 30 years.
Bringing complex geo-political stories to mainstream
audiences through engaging and vivid characters.

These films include - "Afghan Star’, “Hell and Back Again’, “The
Square’, "Pussy Riot: A Punk Prayer" (Director), “The Russian
Woodpecker', "Tango with Putin”, "Klarsfeld: ALove Story" (Director),
“Who is Ghislaine Maxwell?" “Flight/Risk’, "Defiant” (Director),
‘The Accidental President" (Director), “Spacey Unmasked’, “The
Mission” (Director). He has won several industry awards including
- Academy Award Nomination, Emmys, BAFTA nominations, IDA

Awards, Sundance Awards, Dupont Award.

Ziad Kalthoum

Filmmaker

Ziad Kalthoum is a Syrian filmmaker based in Berlin,
born in Homs in 1981. His first documentary, “Oh My
Heart" (2009), portrayed Kurdish women who chose to
live in a society without men. The film was banned in

Syria for political reasons. During the Syrian revolution in 2012, while
serving compulsory military service, he began his first feature-
length film, “The Immortal Sergeant’, which premiered at the
Locarno Film Festival in 2014 and won Best Feature Documentary
at the BBC Arabic Festival in 2015. In 2013, Khalthoum deserted
the Syrian Army and fled to Beirut, where he began working on
“Taste of Cement”. The film screened internationally and received
multiple awards, including the Golden Sesterce at Visions du Reel
(2017), and was nominated for the German Film Awards in 2018. He
is currently developing his next feature, “Last Trip”
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JURY
FIPRESCI AWARD

Anchalee Chaiworaporn
Film Critic

Anchalee Chaiworaporn has been active in both the
film industry and academia in Thailand and across
Asia. For more than two decades, she has received
numerous international grants - including from the

Japan Foundation and the Asian Cultural Council, affiliated with
the Rockefeller Foundation - to conduct research on Asian cinema
in countries such as Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Malaysia,
Indonesia and the United States (New York). Chaiworaporn has
authored over ten books on Thai and Asian cinema, published
in multiple languages by leading publishers such as Indiana
University Press and Liverpool University Press. Through the
University of Southampton's Vice-Chancellor's Award, she
completed a PhD in Film Studies, specializing in transnational
cinema, art and popular cinema, auteur cinema, and film industry
studies. She has also been invited to participate in film festivals
around the world, including in Busan, Seoul, Hong Kong, Bangkok,
Estonia, Karlovy Vary and Vladivostok.
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JURY - FIPRESCI AWARD
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Bert Rebhandl

Film Critic and Journalist

Bert Rebhandl was born in 1964 in Upper Austria, where he
grew up and attended school. In 1983, he moved to Vienna
to study at university, focusing on German Literature along-
side Theology and Philosophy. He left university without
obtaining a degree to pursue a career in journalism. In 1993,
he began writing for the daily newspaper Der Standard. In
2000, he relocated to Berlin to continue his work as a freelance film and
cultural critic, primarily contributing to Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
(FAZ), one of Germany's leading highbrow dailies.

In 2009, together with Simon Rothohler, he co-founded CARGO Film Medi-
en Kultur, a quarterly magazine dedicated to a diverse range of topics and
perspectives on film and visual culture. He has published several books on
Orson Welles, Jean-Luc Godard, the sitcom "Seinfeld" and the classic film
“The Third Man". He also edited a volume on the Western genre.

Ali Alyasery
Film Critic

Ali Alyasery has been writing about film criticism for nearly
two decades, with numerous articles and research papers
published in Iragi and Arab cultural journals, as well as on
online cinematic platforms. He has participated in several
film festivals, serving on juries and selection committees and has moder-
ated critical discussions both in Iraq and internationally. One of his recent
contributions was his involvement with 70 Arab critics in selecting the 100
most important Arab films addressing women's issues, as part of the As-
wan International Women Film Festival. He is also a member of the Iraqi
Film Fund committee, which aims to foster a supportive environment for
Iraqi filmmakers and strengthen the country's cinematic infrastructure.
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A FROWN GONE MAD

Director Omar Mismar

Lebanon | Arabic | English Subtitles
Documentary \ 202416+ ‘ 71 minutes

Inside Bouba's beauty salon in Beirut, clients undergo cosmetic
procedures in search of a sense of control in a city that's
falling apart. Captured in unflinching close-ups, each injection
becomes an escape, as clients casually discuss love, war, and
survival. Whether Botox believer or skeptic, the film exposes
the intimate tension between vanity and vulnerability - a
surreal portrait of resilience, framed in syringes and small talk.

Awards: Outstanding Artistic Contribution Award - IDFA - Amsterdam,
Netherlands - 2024

Director's Biography

Omar Mismar is a Beirut-based visual artist. His practice takes up
conflict and its representations as they inform the everyday. He
works across media, from photography, sculpture, and mosaics to
performance, installation, and film.

Film Eligibility:
Directing, Editing

Jordanian Premiere
Cinematography: Omar Mismar Production: Omar Mismar

Editing: Omar Mismar
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ABO ZAABAL 89

Director Bassam Mortada

Egypt, Germany | Arabic | English Subtitles
Documentary \ 2024 | 16+ | 83 minutes

At age five, Bassam Mortada visited his father Mahmoud in Abo Zaabal
prison. Raised by his activist mother after Mahmoud's exile to Vienna,
Mortada grew up feeling abandoned and conflicted. In this deeply
personal journey, he revisits the trauma of his family's political past
through tapes, archives, and conversations. The film explores how
Egypt's history fractured one family and how memory becomes a path
to healing.

Awards: Best Feature Documentary Award - Cairo International Film Festival -
Cairo, Egypt - 2024
Africa No Filter Special Jury Award - Cairo International Film Festival -
Cairo, Egypt - 2024
Special Mention - International Critics' Week - Cairo International Film
Festival - Cairo, Egypt - 2024

Director's Biography

A filmmaker and co-founder of SEE MEDIA production. His first feature
documentary. ‘Reporting..a Revolution' in 2012 was about January
25th Revolution. It premiered at the Berlinale in Berlin in 2012. Bassam
is dedicated to working on neglected narratives, social injustice and
activists' biographies.

Film Eligibility:
Editing

Jordanian Premiére

Cinematography: Maged Nader Production: Kismet el Sayed

Editing: Ahmed M. Abo el-Fadl
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MOTHER OF SCHOOLS

Director Abdallah Essa

Jordan| Arabic | English Subtitles

Documentary \ 2025 \ 13+ \ 63 minutes

At Salt's historic boys' school, five teens begin their final year as war
intensifies in Gaza. Caught between the familiarity of tradition and the
pull of digital transformation, they come of age amid rising tensions
and a shifting sense of stability. As the outside world seeps into their
everyday lives, they search for connection, identity, and hope in a
time when growing up feels both accelerated and uncertain.

Director's Biography

Abdallah Essais a filmmaker based in Amman, Jordan, with a strong
background in independent and commercial film. He graduated
from Al-Ahliyya Amman University in 2017 with a degree in Cinema,
TV, and Theatre Design. His short films, including “Pain” (2015),
“Nos Raha" (2016), and "308" (2017), gained recognition for their
emotional depth. Abdallah has also directed and edited numerous
commercials with a cinematic touch. In 2023, he directed his first
feature documentary, Mother of Schools, exploring the impact of
education in Jordan with a focus on culture, change, and resilience.

Film Eligibility:
Directing
World Premiére

Cinematography: Laith Yaghmour
Editing: Eyad Hamamm

Production: : The Royal Film Commission,
Golden Frame. Silwan Production house
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TELL THEM ABOUT US

Director Rand Beiruty

Germany, Jordan, Saudi Arabia | Arabic, German & English
Arabic, English Subtitles| Documentary | 2024 PG | 92 minutes

In Eberswalde, East Germany, seven girls from Arab, Kurdish,
and Roma backgrounds come of age in a world that often
misreads them. Through film workshops, they write, perform,
and dream—blurring the lines between reality and imagination.
Their staged scenes reveal private struggles and collective
strength, turning creative expression into both protest and
healing. The film is a raw, poetic exploration of self-exploration,
belonging, and strength.

Awards: ECFA Award for Best European Feature Documentary for Young
Audience - Zlin Film Festival - Zlin, Czech Republic - 2024
FBW Youth Jury Award at the Golden Sparrow - Erfurt, Germany
- 2025

Director's Biography

Rand Beiruty is a writer, director, and co-founder of Shaghab Films,
a production company based in Amman, Jordan. She holds a
practice-based Ph.D. revolving around questions of representation
and participatory filmmaking from the Film University Babelsberg
KONRAD WOLF. Her debut feature documentary “TELL THEM
ABOUT US" premiered at CPHDOX 2024 and received the
ECFA Award for Best European Feature Documentary for Young
Audience at the 64th Zlin International Film Festival while her Short
Animated documentary SHADOWS celebrated its world premiere
at the 81st Venice International Film Festival.

Film Eligibility:
Directing

Arab Premiére

Cinematography: Marco Muller
Editing: Patrick Richter & Abdallah Sada

Production: Shaghab Films & Tondowski
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TIME OUT 22

Director Ali Kazwini

Syria | Arabic , English | English, Arabic Subtitles

Documentary 2025\ 16+ | 62 minutes

Through the lens of a Syria scarred by twelve years of war, the
2022 World Cup sparks flickers of joy, tension, and memory.
Football becomes both refuge and battleground - a game
that binds and divides, stirring questions of identity, loyalty,
and loss. As cheers rise for distant nations, the dream of local
pride hangs in the air like smoke. In living rooms and cafés, the
screen offers escape and reveals a fractured nation searching
for something to hold onto.

Director's Biography

Ali Kazwini is an editor and independent filmmaker. He is Iranian
by nationality, born in Syria in 1992, and currently resides in
Damascus. He earned a degree in Economics in 2014. Since 2018,
he has worked with Almasna3z on projects like "Poor Film", "“Peace
Lens’, and "ICON". In 2021, he was assistant director for the short
film “Cold Feet". In 2022, he served as executive director for the
documentary “Once Upon a Time in Aleppo”. He recently finalized
his film, “Time Out 22". He is the editor for "My Memory is Full of
Ghosts” and works on QuickTake Alsharq projects.

Film Eligibility:
Directing, Editing

World Premiére

Cinematography: Hamzeh Ballouk
Editing: Reta Tayara

Production: ALMASNA3 / PENTALENS
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WE ARE INSIDE

Director Farah Kassem

Lebanon, Qatar, Denmark | Arabic

English Subtitles \ Documentary \ 2024 | 13+ | 180 minutes

Farah returns to Tripoli after decades away to care for her aging father,
Mustapha. She finds a man deeply rooted in the past, and a city in
the grip of crisis. Political instability and generational divides make
communication difficult, but within their disconnect lies both humour
and a quiet longing to understand. The emotional distance between
them begins to close through his beloved poetry club - a bastion of
tradition and masculinity. As Farah joins the circle, she tries to reach
him through verse. Amid the 2019 uprising and Mustapha'’s declining
health, poetry becomes their shared language in an uncertain world.

Special Mention - Visions du Réel International Competition - Nyon,
Awards: Syitzerland - 2024

Golden Apricot for Best Regional Film - Golden Apricot International

Film Festival - Yerevan, Armenia - 2024

Golden Star for Best Feature Documentary - EL Gouna Film Festival -

El Gouna, Egypt - 2024

Director's Biography

Born in Tripoli, Lebanon, Farah Kassem graduated from ALBA University
with a Bachelor's degree in Audio Visual Studies and completed a
Masters of Fine Arts in documentary film-making at DocNomads. Farah
is both a directorand an editorand is currently doing doctoralresearchin
the Arts at KU Leuven and LUCA in Belgium. She is also a film workshop
trainer. She has directed several award winning short documentary
films that have screened at various international films festivals including
Visions du Reel, Warsaw Film Festival, DOK Leipzig,Dubai International
Film Festival, and many others. We Are Inside is her debut feature.

Film Eligibility:
Directing

Jordanian Premiére

Cinematography: Tebbe Schoningh
Editing: Anders Jepsen

Production: Mehdi Bekkar, Cynthia
Choucair. Patricia Drati
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(YJOUR MOTHER

Director Samira El Mouzghibati
Morocco| French, Arabic, Riffain | Arabic, English Subtitles

Docudramal 2024 |PG | 96 minutes

Bonded by a long-silenced tragedy that left their mother on the
outside, Director Samira grew up on the margins of her sisters' tight-
knit embrace. Over time, they stopped saying ‘our mother" and
began calling her “your mother," as if she no longer belonged to
them. With a camera in hand, Samira brings the family together for
a rare encounter, one that seeks to unravel old wounds and, for the
first time, let their mother speak for herself.

Awards: FIPRESCI Award & Zonta Award - Visions du Réel - Nyon, France
- 2024
Prize for Best Editing - Brussel International Film Festival - Brus-
sels, Belgium - 2024

Director's Biography

Born in Belgium to Moroccan parents from the Rif region, Samira
El Mouzghibati studied editing and scriptwriting at INSAS Brussels.
She gained experience working on diverse projects with directors
in Geneva, Marrakech, Marseille, and Brussels, spanning fiction
and documentary films.

Driven by cinema'’s transformative power, Samira directed her
debut documentary, (YYOUR MOTHER (Les Miennes), blending
personal and universal stories while exploring her roots. Her work
delves into intimate subjects, aiming to redefine the boundaries of
cinematic storytelling.

Film Eligibility:
Directing

Jordanian Premiére

Cinematography: Victoire Bonin

Editing: Lenka Fillnerova Visualantics & Pivonka Production
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Production: : Michigan Films, co-produced by
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George Ashkar
Syria

Rasha Shahin
Egypt, Syria

Hatem Emam
Egypt

Kacem Skalli
Morocco

BOUGAINVILLEA

Yasir Faiz
Sudan

CASTING

Youssef Sanheji

Tunisia

CHIKHA

Zahoua Raji, Ayoub Layoussifi
France, Morocco

7
A CITY DROWNED WITH DETAILS
A PASSING DAY

ARE YOU A RABB

BEHIND THE CURTAIN'S ED

DOES IT HURT TOO BAD TO LOOK AT ME?

Rana \¥ael Matar
Jordan

EMBRACE OF THE UNKNOWN

Ghalia Khaled Haddad
Jordan

LOOP
Eslam Qotb

Egypt

MANGO
Randa Ali

Egypt

[\[o]:10]n)'%
sallam Hdaib
Jardan

OUTSIDE LOOKING IN
IEICVAGES
Jordan

ROUGE
Samaher Mously
Saudi Arabig

SIN
Hasan Migdadi
Jordan

TALISMAN
Karar Hayder Abed
Iraq

THOSE WHO NEVER LEFT
Pierre Mouzannar
Lebanon

WHITE DWARF
Osaed Mousa Migdadi.
Jordan

YOUR EXCELLENCY
Musaed Alqudifi
Kuwait
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JURY - ARAB SHORT FILM

COMPETITION
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Diamand Abou Abboud

Actress, Director, Writer

After earning her Master's in acting and directing,
Diamand Abou Abboud began her career in theatre.
Her short film “Point Virgule’, which she wrote and
directed, won the Special Jury Award at the European
Film Festival in Beirut. She made her film debut in “Beirut Open
City" and "Here Comes the Rain” and later co-wrote and starred in
“Void" (2013), receiving recognition including Best Script at MAFF in
Sweden. Her performance in “Insyriated” earned her Best Actress
awards at the Angouléme Film Festival (France) and the Cairo
International Film Festival. She also appeared in “Stable Unstable’,
“The Insult’, and ARTE's "Eden’. In 2021, she starred in Netflix's first
Arabic original “The Perfect Strangers”. Her role in "Arze" (2023)
earned her Best Actress at CIFF, the Asian World Film Festival and
the Hollywood Arab Film Festival. She served on juries at major
international film festivals and is currently pursuing a PhD in theatre.

62

agec oii ailola

@laVlg Utiodl oo Hiwalolldnja ode Lalgnaa =y
Lawolio jla @ptuoll b laip 1o 3g1egi Ylola Wiy
) 5la LLe AingAlg aliyia GAaJldLnls Aindi | pndl
V=0 L9Vl L)l YLapao Lo dnlallpanill d i)
0 LA LG wia Ly b ;o169 (L LAY b U QA gy
w6 gl J ol Laio jSlgn atic cu g (1) q—iigr dglnig dlisn
V0 WJg o1 -6 Layga (e Alioo JAol85lautjle g ollo Ulasao
091 Lilod i 61 alélg Liwiys x—o Lilodul P Pgil Hoilarao
Waer o9« P s da dllg ulolod p&i o Jpér o6 CihjUb Los
ol e Uil ol oed L)y 192wyl (16 ARTE 8Li6 ble
o0 oo ol 85la ude Wana el Ug ulanh yu A¢iid niol
Gl ool Lol YLataog LJgl LSlodr i 61 Al Ylajdo
iU (1) 63 plid o6 Lajga) ool plibl) 39g-dga Ylagaog
o-le LWa Jo=i9 digag dilno Wlilajdo pob ptanidinl g ravs
2ol pob oljg Al Gagpial AN



JURY - ARAB SHORT FILM COMPETITION

611N 6Jl dyysl Aol déjli o — oraal dial

Amjad Al Rasheed

\¥/riter and Director

Amijad Al Rasheed is a Jordanian director and writer
whose debut feature film “Inshallah A Boy" premiered
at the 2023 Cannes Film Festival (La Semaine de la
Critique), marking the first-ever Jordanian selection
at Cannes. The film won the Audience Award at the
AIFF and the Gan Foundation Award and had since screened at
over 140 festivals, receiving around 40 international and regional
awards.

Amjad was selected for the Berlinale Talent Campus and named
one of Screen International's Arab Stars of Tomorrow. His short
film “The Parrot" (2016), starring Hend Sabry, was screened at
over 30 festivals. He has also served on international juries and
led regional film education initiatives, including mentorship at the
Sundance Collab for Syrian youth.

Ajitpal Singh

\¥/riter and Director

Ajitpal Singh is a self-taught filmmaker based in
Mumbai. Born in Punjab, he was a young boy when
his father's cinema in Bathinda suffered major losses
during the 1980s and ‘Qos insurgency. The family was
forced to relocate to a ghetto in Ahmedabad, where
they lived amid poverty and violence. Singh overcame these
early challenges to study chemistry, theatre and photography,
eventually choosing filmmaking as his creative path. His debut
feature, "Fire in the Mountains' (2021), premiered at the Sundance
Film Festival and was nominated for the Grand Jury Prize in
the World Cinema competition. The film screened at over 30
internationalfestivals, winning multiple awards, including the Black
Iris Award for Best Non-Arab Feature at the Amman International
Film Festival. It was theatrically released in North America by Kino
Lorber in 2022. Singh also directed “Tabbar" (2021) for SonyLIV and
is currently developing a new series and action film set in Punjab.

aubpl ol
VSlodiw ey wtils

Slopl olid Uak-e oI LLilag @150 - A bl A nol
ALS U Eqruwl o6 6) 0 Jgl'a Jg alll elub Ul Joll Jyglall
ol Lo Jol Ug—ad (P Liloirwll U Ylajao
Jgaoall6jSlap ol a na Ylapaoll Ayliupo uaL=)
s Ao W)lubg e Ao 6j-5lag Liloiwll Yloe Ulapao po
6130 € L8y Lo L8%n0 ol Jg-o Lilapao I€: Uo 138l hob (inl

A oil8lgdyoa
Vo adpini o Lob il alligp aolip -0 dajlitol 2 a0l pginl
)l olio uare . JUgtbUpiil (a1 48 (o w2l 22l g2
Liolle Uilapao P (o 15T (6 € astn 2 ia gl o (1) sLseu!
V-0 Aiodl®iWlalio ALog Ay ptaniglal oo Lyl a nol el
dnio oo A1l aslib] Laiy (o @ éhioll o6 loirwll JLao
A5)gl ol il peea ) wig Ay ilain

&dw Juigai
Wiloiyw @pAo iy

awoiypULolldelindido el yiloliw ey Ao &lrw Juial
JI Y Uaglaigl 4 g oob 2951060 -6 Lo o_idg
6314 Bl 1 igilay oo 0aJlg lodtw AUla wa 14T (s Lok
A=)l Al ol willg Wl -6 ] il 6116 JILA
120JU oo @iy oo lgble Cin Ul 00l b 1486 Hen LI JLELYI O]
Jgnilg epuiollg eliot Al uw)ag 81 Aredl lanilod o &dpw jolal. @ islig
Joll gl oSl a_olis ool Lo pdlodtul @l A1 Uiy Ul b
g updlobi il yu il in Ulasdo v-6 810 Joll ke (1) Jluall oo L
A loul 0 dsollell Loy ulllowd (o Al pan il dind 6j5la) dayg iy
U019l o 133 3 nng Ligs Lilagao P Yo 15T oo o Liliuay¢
Uloc Ulapao) dpsl e oAl ol dyliio 6 elag | diwguull )5l Laiy
014 48 (10 Aol L5y Lol b Lyl o il Gjgi 0.l pilo e wll
Joo9.SonyLIV & nio) (M) jln' Juulio Ly & @ 10T plepyg)

Wl poo Alan jga i giialpcliog ayaa Jwline pighi e Lla

63



A CITY DROWNED WITH DETAILS

Director

Syria | Arabic | English Subtitles

Drama, Romance \ 2024 \ 13+ \ 12 minutes

It's Dina’s last night in Damascus. She slips away at dawn with
Sami. And as the city stirs awake, they share a quiet exchange:
reflecting on their bond, the bittersweet memories of home,
and how Damascus has shaped them. With the rising sun
comes the pain of parting. Their farewell marks the end of an
era and the uncertain beginning of separate paths, each still
rooted in the city they love.

Director's Biography

George Ashkar is a young filmmaker based in Damascus, Syria.
He is graduating next month from the Higher Institute of Cinema,
where he studied filmmaking. He worked as an assistant director
on two feature films with prominent Syrian directors. George has
directed a short narrative film and is completing his graduation
film, Son of Salvation. He is also developing a documentary about
Damascus. His work focuses on telling the stories of unheard
voices, especially the youth of Damascus who have grown up in
the shadow of war.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: George Ashkar
Cinematography: Hazem Abdul Rahim

Cast: Raneem Harfoush- Issa Khoury

Editing: George Ashkar Production: Maria Kadah
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A PASSING DAY

Director Rasha Shahin

Egypt - Syria | Arabic | English Subtitles
Drama \2024 \+13 \24 minutes

In a city scarred by war, a woman shaped by survival meets a
man searching for momentary escape. But in the quiet of their
brief encounter, something unexpected surfaces—a shared
memory of warmth, a glimpse of the lives they once had. For
a moment, beyond the roles they've been forced to play, they
touch something deeply human. Then morning comes, and
the weight of their fractured city returns.

Awards: Special mention for the actors - Cairo short film festival - Cairo
Egypt - December 2024

Director's Biography

Rasha Shahin is a Cairo-based filmmaker, born and raised in Syria,
where she began in documentary and assistant directing. She
moved to Egypt in 2013, earned a BA in film directing from the
High Institute of Cinema, and joined the Egyptian Film Syndicate.
Rasha now focuses on creating her own films with a commitment
to independent, high artistic standards. In 2024, she completed her
first short, A Passing Day, developed in a workshop led by Hala al-
Abdalla, with production design by Onsi Abou Seif. She is currently
developing her debut feature film, Exodus.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Rasha Shahin
Cinematography: Mustapha Elkashef
Editing: Mona Rabie

Cast: Reem Hegab - Khaled Kamal
Production: Baho Bakhsh - Safie Eldin
Mahmoud Red star films
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ARE YOU A RABBIT?

Director

Egypt |Arabic | English Subtitles

Drama \2024 \13+ | 10 minutes

After a tense encounter at work, a former art teacher returns
home to his young son, where a transactional exchange about
life's simple pleasures offers a brief sense of comfort. But be-
neath the surface, a quiet unease grows. As his world begins
to unveil, he becomes haunted by the weight of routine, sur-
vival, and lost purpose; drawing unsettling parallels between
his own life and that of a rabbit in a cage.

Director's Biography

Hatem lbrahim Emam is an Egyptian writer and director who was
born in Cairo in 2000. He studies at the Faculty of Filmmaking
at Badr University. His short film “Are You a Rabbit?" participated
in several international film festivals, including the Ismailia
International Film Festival, Toronto Arab Film Festival, and the
Xposure International Film and Photography Festival.

International Premiére

Cast: Haitham Tawfik, Medhat
Abdelhamid

Screenplay: Hatem Emam
Cinematography: Ahmed Saied

Editing: Moaz Soliman Production: Basmala Salah
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BEHIND THE CURTAIN'S EDGE

Director

Morocco | Arabic, French | English Subtitles
Drama | 2024 | 18+ | 20 minutes

As a bold new Hamlet takes the stage, one actor slips into
the role of Ophelia, channeling the memory of his late
mother in a performance that blurs the line between grief
and transformation. But behind the scenes, tensions rise: an
ambitious understudy fights for the spotlight, while a bitter
star, driven by revenge, risks destroying the play and everyone
in it

Director's Biography

Kacem Skalli, a graduate of the Ecole Supérieure des Arts Visuels
(ESAV) Marrakech, gracefully navigates the nuances of cinema
and the theatrical narratives that marked his childhood. Coming
from an artistic lineage, he merges his family's theatrical heritage
with his innate passion for the seventh art.

World Premiere

Screenplay: Kacem Skalli
Cinematography: Achraf Mimoudi

Editing: Fatima Ezzahra EL Otmani Dehbi,
Kacem Skalli

Cast: Lokman Bennis, Mohammed
Bousbaa, Rania Ettaki, Ashraf Barhoumi

Production: ESAVM
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BOUGAINVILLEA

Director

Sudan | Arabic | English, Arabic Subtitles

Drama | 2025 |13+ |17 minutes

During Sudan’'s 2018 popular revolution, six women were
thrown into prison—stripped of their freedom, but not their
spirit. Their journey transforms fear into resistance, and
courage into a quiet, burning fight for justice. Bougainvillea is
the story of the unbreakable spirit of women who refuse to be
silenced.

Director’s Biography

Yasir Faiz is a Sudanese filmmaker who grew up in Iraq before
returning to Sudan, where he worked as a journalist for a decade.
He later transitioned into filmmaking, earning recognition as
second unit director on The Dog's Shitter and co-writer of the
award-winning Journey to Kenya.

His work received honors including the Black Elephant Award and
a Special Jury Award at the Sudan Independent Film Festival. Also
a cultural manager, Yasir has led programs in Sudan, Egypt, and
Ukraine, and participated in international initiatives like Tandem.
"Bougainvillea” marks his directorial debut, produced by In Deep
Visions Productions.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Yasir Faiz
Cinematography: Ibrahim Ahmed
Editing: Ibrahim Ahmed

Shams Mubarak

Production: Ibrahim Ahmed
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Cast: Linda Omer, Islam Mubarek, Suhanda Abu-Bakr,
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CASTING &iriwla

Director caoll
Tunisia | Arabic | English, Arabic Subititles e julail doayill |dupell| yuigi
Drama | 2024 | All audience | 26 minutes @816 M| jlocil aoal| rrel Lolja
After a failed audition unsettles the confidence of Sami, a once- Loiug il g 1aoll J-ioollurolw &8 jLadielsldyni J1iio 2 =)
adored actor. While waiting for the re-audition, he wanders ole op i d yye Wlel &) d iy yAg Ay il 6ale] dngo ;AL
through a series of strange encounters, pushing him to confront .aing Lolin Al yula_=illg dijga dbliie & anlgo

the cracks in his identity and the reflection he's been avoiding.

Director's Biography e)raoll Ue

Coming from a family of artists, Youssef Sanheji decides to
follow his parents' path, not in theater but in cinema. Holder of a
bachelor's degree in writing and directing

and a master's degree in film production. In 2022, he took part in
the FEMIS summer university, where he directed the documentary
“Paris Stole My Friends".
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Cast: Nejib Belkadhi, Sabah Bouzouita, Ridha Boukadida, Ulgro 032601 LAy digjgs elin woadle L un uliol
Screenplay: Youssef Sanheji Marwen Grati, Mounira Zakraoui, Amina Bdiri, Sadok oAl @abndl w51 Airol W50115) 8 o wodlid valainl@igs :gulisw
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CHIKHA

Director
France, Morocco| Arabic | English, Arabic Subtitles

Drama | 2024 \ 13+ \ 25 minutes

In 1994 Azemmour, Southeast Morocco, 17-year-old Fatine finds
herself at a crossroads. She lives with her mother Nadia, a proud
chikha—a performer of the traditional Aita—and her grandfather
Hamid, in a home rich with artistic legacy. With her baccalaureate
in hand and a future wide open, Fatine is torn between the pull
of her family's defiant musical tradition and the promise of a
quieter life with her lover, Youssef. As tensions rise, Fatine must
confront what freedom, love, and legacy truly mean.

Awards: Jury Special Prize - Luxor African Film Festival- Luxor, Egypt 2025
SAVT AWARD - Bref - International Short Film Festival,
Italy-2025

Director's Biography

Born in 1983 in Casablanca, Ayoub Layoussifi is an actor, writer,
and director. Trained in France, he works across both documentary
and fiction. His short film Tikitat-A-Soulima received international
acclaim. He also teaches cinema and theatre in the Paris region
and at 3iS.

Born in Brussels in 1980 to Moroccan parents, Zahoua discovered
photography early. Trained at the Royal Academy of Fine Arts,
she worked in film before traveling the world capturing portraits.
Fascinated by Chikhates, her research and interviews inspired her
to write the story of Fatine.

Jordanian Premiére
Cast: Rita Kribi, Sanae Gueddar, Hatim

Seddiki, Hassan Boudour

Production: David AZOULAY - Hapax
Productions (France), Najib DERKAOUI -
Cine Scene International (Marocco)

Screenplay: Yamina Zarou, Ayoub Layoussifi
Cinematography: Xavier Castro
Editing: Mehdi Lachhab

70

o i

el
q_uj_c .QJJ-LIQJ! (loaJJJI ‘ q_u).?." ‘ Upszodl lipo
.. 530 ‘ P+ ‘ (€ ‘ Lolja

bie Gl Gl il L@ 65199 ple Wy 2ol §)b g in ggojl o
6jgAaolldapiilldyal Laiallg &o Uii=i.pawla §rh Grido aic.lole
29)a= Jlo p-6:a Lo Larng.duaildill dhiell G ns) poiad ool
92 4 J10i niog Ljgdladidala i ole Lalgna & 09.08 wgollg U2l
2099 3pololl péLgoll Lailile ¢yl dpsla ynd bjoo lawdia ~ili clg
Al ep gl A elnii Loy @ 1wgy Loy & o 6581 1109 ddala 6Lin
Al Al Hodu Al izl Wil AT I LLe Uil 1 algllg

Laiga JA iy galidlg

S8l = udypoll Loipnll pn Ul Ylarao — Anlall puanill dind 6jbla :j5igall
((0—)no
. SAVT 2025 — Wlaylus 1 - 618l Aol GJoall )y Ulaao

2ollyc

2909 LA Jlioo g-ag eliayl jladl oo 19AF pole g g yialg
J—nn.d lgylg d185UgJl oAl oVl JLao v J—0=49 Litifd 6 ja
ol oAyl A wlg duga 8alubl LLe (Tikitat-A-Souliman pundllaelio

3iS A awo 09U LA SNnio ,oe)ollg loitwllyu)a el s

Lo 1ic1d 1iiialg W preo Ul 19N ole J g oab 81 ajuia g
A1aloll Ao lall 6 ¢ jaj.6) Alo w0 »-0lrégigall L ignily
o=l Jogo poluui UT)J-.Lb loitull Jlao -0 vilocgdlionllyg-iol
ol Ll og Lajlaylg wilhy il e 1 Laoall.ayyijgy jgn blLyily

o0la a8 el gyt iy s U8l 6 Jolll yas=ll
193¢) i syl
JuiaagpuuAUle @qui:q_ob Uil
U U = 59Lo )l cun (luwipo)
(Wys20ll) JUgubliyi]

ooyl uglg)j dite) :oulitw
QLA ayolia g
wauii saao :eliigo



JORDAN'SIND.AHIT
MUSIC STATION




L__ilg—_aajVl

94.3 Iyl | 94.3 Hglxe | 91.3 alagyl | 91.1 il
102.1 =l§)3.|| | 102.1 Olos | 94.7 k).l | 94.7 d.lm.b.ll

105.4 clyJl | 102.1 Gyaall | 102.1 auyl | 102.1 Hl=o

105.4 &) )

0O © QO rADIOHALAIO

72

GETITON Wh EXPLORE IT ON
P® Google Play AppGallery




oW JTRTY

ARAB SHORT FILM COMPETITION | épnéJl disy=)l ool déiluo

DOES IT HURT TOO BAD TO LOOK AT ME?

Director Rana Wael Matar
Jordan | Arabic | English Subtitles

Drama \2024 \13+ \15 minutes

Merna's journey begins with a tense lesson behind the wheel
from her father. Her destination: a future tangled with her
demanding fiance, Amr, and his distant mother. After her father
drops her off, Merna joins Amr for a long drive across the vast
desert, where wild camels and towering mountains blur past.
But Amr's insistence that she meet his gaze pulls her into a
quiet battle for control. With every mile, Merna's certainty
cracks; her relationship, her future, and her own sense of self
begin to unravel.

Director's Biography

Rana Matar is a Jordanian filmmaker with a Bachelor's in
Filmmaking and Cinema Studies from Effat University. Her short
fiction Does It Hurt Too Bad to Look at Me? premiered at major
festivals like Cairo and Red Sea. She directed, shot, and edited
the award-winning documentary Your Voice Only, which won the
Netflix Award at the British Film Institute's Future Film Festival
2025. Rana's comedy series Leh Ya Soad is being developed at
the Mosalsalat Screenwriters Lab. She trained across NEOM Media
sectors as their first internal intern and worked in programming at
Red Sea Film Festival. Featured in Marie Claire and Mojeh, she is
recognized for inspiring women filmmakers in the Middle East.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Maha Al Ghazal, Salah Zabeedi,
Mohamed Sobaih

Production: NEOM Medlia, Rose Panthera

Screenplay: Rana Wael Matar
Cinematography: Renad Bahadir
Editing: Mohamed Essam, Shift Studios
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EMBRACE OF THE UNKNOWN

Director

Jordan | Arabic | Experimental Drama

2024 | +13 | 10 minutes

In a dreamlike world where reality blurs into symbolism, a
woman journeys through landscapes shaped by her past
relationships, both soulful and romantic. Along the way,
abstract trials and recurring symbols, especially fruit, guide her
path. As she moves deeper into this emotional terrain, the line
between clarity and confusion fades. Ultimately, she learns that
true understanding comes not from grasping every answer, but
from embracing the mystery at the heart of human connection.

Awards: Jury Award - Experimental Forum - Los Angles, USA, 2025

Director's Biography

Ghalia Haddad is a film director and visual artist based in Amman, Jordan.
She holds a bachelor's degree in design and visual communication,
and her work explores themes of memory, transformation, and the
subconscious through surreal and emotionally driven storytelling.
Ghalia's films often merge symbolic imagery with experimental
narrative structures, creating a distinct visual language rooted in
personal experience. Ghalia is passionate about telling human-
centered stories that blur the line between reality and the inner
world.

Arab Premiére

Screenplay: Ghalia Haddad
Cinematography: Samir Nimri
Editing: Nizar Jaddallah

Cast: Joanna Arida, Eddy Siryani

Production: Ghada Dahabreh
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Loop

Director

Egypt | English | Animation
2024 \13+ \3 minutes

Crushed by expectations and haunted by failure, a young
woman turns to drugs in search of escape. What starts as a
coping mechanism quickly consumes her, leading to reckless
choices and growing isolation. As her addiction takes hold, she
harms those around her and loses sight of herself. Caught in
a destructive cycle, she's forced to reckon with the damage
done, and whether she has the strength to break free before
it's too late.

Awards: Best Arabian Student Film - Animatex - Cairo , Egypt - 2025
Animation Film Award (shared) - Tyre International Short Film Festi-
val - Tyre, Lebanon - 2025

Director's Biography

Eslam Qotb, born in 1999, is an Egyptian filmmaker and animator

with a degree in Animation and Directing from the High Cinema
Institute. He began his artistic journey in 2015, focusing on
illustration and visual storytelling, and worked professionally
as a character and concept artist from 2020. Originally at Cairo
University's Faculty of Specific Education, he shifted to the High
Cinema Institute to deepen his cinematic craft.

Jordanian Premiére

Editing: Khaled Sa'ed
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ARAB SHORT FILM COMPETITION | opndll dup=ll pUoVI Ao

MANGO

Director Randa Ali

Egypt | Arabic | English Subtitles

Drama \2024 | All Audiences | 22 minutes

Nadia is pulled back into a past she tried to forget when her
estranged father dies. She travels to Helwan to clear out his
home. She leaves behind the rapidly changing Cairo only to
find a city, and a father, she barely recognizes. With no photos,
no keepsakes, and only a dying mango tree left as a trace of
him, Nadia struggles to mourn a man she never truly knew.

Awards: WWF Award - MedFilm Festival - Rome, Italy - 2024

Director's Biography

Randa Ali is a filmmaker from Cairo working between Egypt and
the US. Her work explores themes of alienation, and the desire
to connect in a constantly changing world through stories of in-
dividuals and their relationship with places. Her short film Mango
screened at international film festivals such as Clermont-Ferrand
Short Film Festival, Bilbao Int'l Film Festival (ZINEBI), and Cairo Int'l
Film Festival. Randa is a graduate of UCLA's Directing MFA pro-
gram, where she was recipient of a full-ride scholarship offered to
female filmmakers from the Arab world. She is currently develop-
ing her first feature film, Rock, Paper, Sea

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Randa Ali
Cinematography: Gionatan Tecle
Editing: Randa Ali

Omar, Nader Fouad, Adel ElBahdaly

Production: Chaos Films (Muhammad
Taymour)
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Cast: Mona el Husseini, Yacoub Masri, Hala

oailo

wle 6ad) @pAoll

dyjalail doayill | dny=il| pao
8180 | jlocll &rond| rirel Lola

Jndioll Laallgologa 23dindn 59 n i gla yalo vl Al ag <]
&jluioll 8- aldllAn Laeljg dajliadjio «ALAY UlgLa Ll roluwi.Laic
84 1b 5910103929 @ Igi L3 L. Loasdysed sLa I Uilg dijao 2 Al
Logy Uil rod Joay Wl o) dyab aslasad pual ila L ainig aile

€ - Wlay]log) — pJolpdio Ato Ulapao - WWF 65l :fSlgl

@rollyc

GlyVgllg 1 no Uy J—o=i 61 aléll o I 6l d_siln ped Lle 63 )
U—o J—nlgill b6 e plg Wl ieVl Ul egingo) Laollsl oiad.6a aioll
WA lLolwl i) edle uoo S loUU eeaisleg sl oUluans JILs
WO Ul-L0 Ug-opls Uio Aga Wlilatas yb g 2ilor jpndll Lawslio
Wiloirwll 63 all Yl paog Aol Ll gLl o096 1adll
-9 Lijg@Ula dsola oo elayl uod piwaloll dqja ule dlnla 6a)
Uo Aol ulsilal d_oa8 o Gyl daio vt JU ¢ 1a yug Lail yug
WAL Ulg-isJoll gl Laolis 1ighi e Jowi Lils pulipdle)

UlgJig aguwig

U8l 6 Jolll yas=ll
Qle 62y gl
alaiylloa : gl
Wleda)eliigo

oc Wla Drnoll ugd e ipdiuall odo s Jtiol
VhaylJalealgo ol

Chaos Films jgoli xon o :@Uil



NOBODY

Director

Jordan | Silent film | Drama, Fantasy, Short animation

2025/ 16+ | 7 minutes

A devastating airstrike shatters a family's life in Gaza. The pregnant
wife and her son survive - along with her husband's head, severed
from his body. Confronting this surreal reality, they navigate an
unbearable loss while clinging to fragile hope. Together, they
embark on a haunting journey of survival, love, and the will to
rebuild a life torn apart by tragedy.

Awards: HONORABLE MENTION - Athens International Monthly Art Film Festi-
val - Athens, Greece - 2025

Director's Biography

Msallam Hdaib is a Jordanian-Palestinian audiovisual artist and
multidisciplinary creative with over 12 years of experience in music,
visual arts, and digital projects blending music production, live
performances, and visual art known for winning the 2016 Jamal
Badran Visual Arts Award and performing globally under the
name Emsallam with a Bachelor's in Fine Arts from Amman and a
Master's in Ceramics from Moscow

International Premiere

Art director : Amani Albaba
Ilustrator: Amani Albaba
Animator: Msallam Hdaib

Editing: Msallam Hdaib
Production: Msallam Hdaib
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OUTSIDE LOOKING IN

Director

Jordan | Drama, Experimental

2024 | allaudience |10 minutes

The silent world of a lone ballerina is revealed through the
frame of a quiet apartment's glass window. Her movements
speak where words don't: each step is a testament to discipline,
sacrifice, and passion. As night falls and routines repeat, her
story further shines with devotion and grace, offering a glimpse
into a life lived for art.

Awards: Best Director - Film Society Awards - Dubai, UAE - 2025
Audience's Favorite - Film Society Awards - Dubai, UAE - 2025

Director's Biography

Tara Alkhas is a filmmaker from Amman, Jordan. Growing up
around the Middle East, in an extremely international environment,
she was exposed to a diverse range of art and media, which have
been a source of inspiration for many years, especially music. She
intends for her work to communicate her passion, and appreciation
for art, and strives to make sure that every frame tells a story, and
that every frame is its own work of art.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Tara Alkhas
Cinematography: Tara Alkhas
Editing: Tara Alkhas

Cast: Ebony Jayne Kitts

Production: Tara Alkhas
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ROUGE

Director
Saudi Arabia | Arabic | English Subtitles
Psychological thriller, Comedy | 2024 13+ | 12 minutes

On her 39th birthday, Dana, one of Saudi Arabia's top news
anchors, faces a harsh reality: she has just one year left in her
career. Desperate to reclaim her fading spotlight, she turns to
cosmetic surgery. But as the procedure unfolds, unexpected
consequences begin to expose everything she thought she
knew about her life, and herself.

Director's Biography

Samaher Mously is a filmmaker worked as a screener for Sundance's
documentary film fund in 2020. In 2021, she joined the Red Sea
International Film Festival's marketing department. In 2024 she
directed her first narrative short, Rouge, a psychological thriller
exploring the impact of the Botox industry on young women. Rouge
premiered in Carthage film festival and has been labeled a short film
market pick in Clermont film festival and recently screened at the first
SXSW European edition in London.

Jordanian Premiére
Screenplay: Mohamed Hassan, Samaher Mously

Cinematography: Kamal Samy
Editing: Moe Awad

Cast: Dana Algosaibi, Rahaf Ibrahim
Khaled Yeslam

Production: TELFAZ
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SIN

Director
Jordan | Arabic | English Subtitles

Drama | 2024 |16+ | 8 minutes

Ala'ais a high-achieving university student, torn between ambition
and suppressed desire. When his friend Yazan draws him into a
momentary escape through prostitution, their decision spirals into
a harrowing trap of blackmail and guilt. As consequences close in,
Ala'a is forced to confront the darkness behind his choices, and
the cost of crossing the line.

Director's Biography

Hasan Migadadi s a promising Jordanian director with a profound passion
for cinema and theater. A Drama graduate from Yarmouk University
in 2024, he distinguished himself through his directorial vision and
storytelling talent. Hasan's journey began in theater, but his cinematic
achievements took center stage. He directed several acclaimed short
films, including A Kiss on a Dead Man's Forehead, showcasing his ability
to tackle complex themes. His graduate film project, Moment, earned
critical acclaim for its depth and artistry. Collaborating with the Royal
Film Commission, Hasan further honed his craft, aiming to create
impactful works that resonate deeply with audiences.

World Premiére

Screenplay: Hasan Migdadi Cast: Majd Eid, Odai Fawwaz, Enad Bin
Cinematography: Khaled Al Masri Tareef

Editing: Ghaidaa Shakhatreh Production: Aseel Abo Dawas
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TALISMAN

Director

Iraq | Arabic | English Subtitles | Drama

2024 | All audiences | 7 minutes

Stripped of identity and blamed for what she cannot control,
Sabreen clings to the only friendship she has left. In their
southern Iraqi village, the two women make a final, desperate
visit to the local fortune teller, chasing a glimmer of hope in
a world that offers none. As pressure mounts and choices
disappear, Sabreen longs for more than motherhood: for
a moment of freedom, a voice of her own, and a chance to
reclaim what remains of her spirit.

Director's Biography

Karar Hayder is a Young independent filmmaker and first-time
director from a small rural town in southern Iragq. He studied
cinema at the Academy of Fine Arts, University of Baghdad. His
work focuses on exploring human experiences and social issues.
Karar's experience as a sound recordist on several films has helped
him refine his directorial vision and deepen his understanding of
the filmmaking process.

Arab Premiere

Screenplay: Abbas Atta, Karar Hayder Abed Cast: Ansam Salam
Cinematography: Moahmmed Fouad

Editing: Hussain Alwardi Production: Rola Productions
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THOSE WHO NEVER LEFT

Director

Lebanon | Arabic, French | English Subtitles
Drama | 2025 | 13+ | 23 minutes

Each night, Laura revisits the Beirut home she once fled. In the
stillness of its dark, dust-covered rooms, her voice echoes; stirring
memories long buried and tracing a life interrupted by exile. As
fragments of the past form, absence and presence begin to bleed
into one another, revealing a haunting echo of the life she once
lived.

Awards: Special Mention - 29th European Film Festival - Beirut, Lebanon, 2025

Director's Biography

Pierre Mouzannar (27) is a Lebanese filmmaker based in Beirut. He
studied film in London, where he directed An Arabian Night as his thesis
project. The short premiered at the Clermont-Ferrand International Short
Film Festival in 2020, receiving a special mention, and was selected by
festivals worldwide. His films include Caméra au Volant (2021), shown
at La Premiere Fois in Marseille, and Those Who Never Left (2025),
selected for the Ismailia International Film Festival and the European
Film Festival in Beirut. As an editor, Pierre worked with internationally
acclaimed artists such as Joanna Hadji Thomas, Khalil Joreige, Nadine
Labaki, and Oscar-winning composer Gabriel Yared.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Pierre Mouzannar
Cinematography: Noah Leanti

Cast: Ada Harb, Hala Mouzannar, Luca
Mouzannar, Bechara Mouzannar

Editing: Enzo Chanteux, Stéphanie Nassar Production: Marianne Hidari
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WHITE DWARF

Director

Jordan | Arabic | English Subtitles | Drama
2025 | +16 | 9 minutes

After his prime as a boxing champion, Ayham now lives in
isolation as the overnight guard of a forgotten car graveyard.
Haunted by his past and desperate to build a peaceful future
with his fiancée, he battles inner demons and the weight of
regret. And when a heated confrontation with a customer
goes out of control, Ayham lands a fatal blow. As the threat of
imprisonment looms, he faces the collapse of his fragile new
life: his job, his love, and his dignity all hanging by a thread.

Director's Biography

Osaed Mousa Migdadi, a 27-year-old writer and director from
Irbid, Jordan. His passion for cinema began in childhood, shaped
by endless hours watching films and series. He started in the
industry as a catering assistant and gradually worked his way into
directing, contributing to productions like Messiah, Dune: Part 2,
and Everyday Life by Coldplay. In 2021, he directed his first short
film, White Dwarf, supported by the Royal Film Commission. He
aims to create films that explore real human stories and connect
people across cultures through the universal language of emotion.

World Premiére

Cast: Ahmed Srour, Jawhar Dughheimat,
Muhammad Bataineh, Sufyan Bani Dumi, Sally
Goussous, Tareq Shawabkeh, Osama Awawdeh

Production: Raghad Adel

Screenplay: Enas Migdadi, Osaed Migdadi
Cinematography: Khaled Al- Mastri

Editing: Osama Migdadi, Sara Obeidat , Amal
Al-Momani, Salsabila Al-Tweik

vaul o jo

¢)Jaoll

Lolja | dyjrla] donyill |Gyt | Yoyl
a9l N+ rro

o-Wuylas dlje o6 YUl peaiyii iz doslo J-hina slliegia =
Eot5ala Jubi o LidAa ola)g.a1hlo 03jUny AL wio Wl 6)160)
danlgo ¢)alLoaicg o il J&ig dlalaldighlih )lny Loiydiyihs
& 09414 Ay p_ayia_agyépn g e iUl a al& 0@ oaing
A i ¢ daiiall 62 yaall alila jLiail d_algy (o wll § A il iél

L gl e Lala dliolpagdaan aliQilag

@10l e
1V o=l Yo &l Ul Uo @109 LLilA w5l 80 Otwgo 2y wi
oL oll aaluiio vilA 1 i 1n dJg@nll A io loip iy ags 1b iay.Lole
acluwot Jlaolla o pos ailaywia el Joll dliaxsl wilwlinellg
@AY LA Goin LY Lwsl gy 1 1815 0 90T 6890 )0 Ugo]
Ev- roglg.Messiah Dune: Part 2 Jio d_ggag d_tlno JLocl p6 &)jliig
06 Ulg-izyaJ ; pné Lo Jol @Al 16 .Coldplay d_sye) eryday Life
Jola duluw] il ol d_clind @ olny roAloll) dyAloll el (o ey ua Ul

Jeliboll G o))l AUl LA (o WL olbillg aga Al

Jall puollell yas=ll
2531260 2 lw5alad o yuliy] :quyliw
ol ala iyl

Jol Wilayie 6juy Balado dolwi :aliigo
GJobb Ul iogoll

83

Ailnya0n00loles 1aga Jop Aol :iod
(AAlgul )b g d GJU w09 LU UL W
.629lgc dolwl

Jaleag):elil



W

ARAB SHORT FILM COMPETITION | OpLn ol

YOUR EXCELLENCY

Director Musaed Alqudifi
Kuwait | Arabic | English Subtitles

Drama Comedy | 2025 |all audience | 10 minutes

After graduation, Salem returns home only to have his hard-earned
degree suddenly rejected by the Department of Equivalency. Fac-
ing financial ruin and shattered dreams, he sinks into crisis. Just
when hope seems lost, a mysterious company called “Your Excel-
lency" offers him a risky chance to reclaim his future, forcing Salem
to confront the true cost of survival.

Director's Biography

Musaed AlQudifi is a filmmaker worked on various types of media
materials, including advertisements, podcasts, television programs,
some experiments in skits, etc. The film "Your Excellency" is considered
his first serious attempt in the world of cinema.

Jordanian Premiére
Cast: Jasim Burhamah, Mohammed Almonayis,

Asaad Bunashi, Osamah Bahbahani, Jarah
Shamoh, Musaed Almutairi

Screenplay: Musaed Alqudifi
Cinematography: Yousif Almujeem

Editing: Yousif Almujeem Production: Musaed Alqudifi
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COMPETITION FILMS

Colors Under The Sky
(From Ground Zero +)
Rima Mahmoud
Palestine

Hassan (From Ground Zero +)
Mohammad Al-Sharif
Palestine

| Found My Love in Masarra
Stephanie Amin

Egypt

The Chants
May Al Ghouti
Jordan

The Clown From Gaza
(From Ground Zero +)
Abdulrahman Sabah
Palestine

The Mission
Two Medical Personnel from Gaza
Palestine, UK

The Play at 8
Mohammed Hushki
Jordan

The Wish (From Ground Zero +)
Aws Al-Banna
Palestine

Under My Mother's Roof
Christian Abi Abboud
Lebanon

UNRWA, 75 years of a Provisory History
Nicolas Wadimoff, Lyana Saleh
Switzerland

Very Small Dreams
(From Ground Zero +)
I'timad Wishah
Palestine

Yalla Parkour
Areeb Zuaiter
Jordan, Palestine



OUT OF COMPETITION FILMS | @luoll @)LA oALoI

COLORS UNDER THE SKY
(FROM GROUND ZERO +)

Director
Palestine, France | Arabic | English Subtitles

Documentary \ 2025 | all audience | 20 min

After losing her parents and brother in the war, 22-year-old Aya
now lives in a tent in Rafah, displaced from her home in Gaza
City. Once an emerging artist working on new songs, she now
clings to music as a lifeline. As bombs fall around her, Ayasets
out to find a composer and a studio to record a song born of
loss and survival. This film follows her journey to reclaim her
voice and, with it, the hope of one day returning home.

Director's Biography

A Palestinian filmmaker focusing on issues related to women and
youth, Reema Mahmoud has directed numerous educational
short films. She holds a degree in Media and Communication, as
well as diplomas in Palestinian Studies and Film Production. She
has received several awards, including the 2020 Creative Woman
Award and Best Short Film Award in 2021.

World Premiere

Cinematography: Reema Mahmoud
Editing: Marion Boé

Production: Laura Nikolov, Coorigines
Production, Rashid Masharawi,
Masharawi Fund
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HASSAN
(FROM GROUND ZERO +)

Director

Palestine, France | Arabic | English Subtitles

Documentary | 2025 | all audience | 30 minutes

Seventeen-year-old Hassan risks everything to bring flour to his
starving family in northern Gaza. Caught in a brutal bombing, he is
trapped and held captive for four harrowing days, witnessing terri-
fying executions meant to spread fear. Meanwhile, his family waits
in agonizing uncertainty. Deported to southern Gaza, Hassan faces
the haunting reality of decay and destruction. Despite harsh con-
ditions, he clings to one hope: returning home to his loved ones.

Director's Biography

Based in Gaza, Muhammad Al Sharif holds a degree in Business
Administration and a diploma in Filmmaking. He is both an actor and
a director, known for the short film Min Wen Lawen, the animated film
Shobak Al-Balad, and his role in Chi Ann Blaze of Fury. He has undergone
extensive training in acting, cinematography, and film production.

World Premiére

Production: Laura Nikolov, Coorigines
Production, Rashid Masharawi,
Masharawi Fund

Cinematography: Muhammad Al Sharif
Editing: Marion Boé
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| FOUND MY LOVE IN MASSARA

Director

Egypt | Arabic | English Subtitles
Documentary Short | 2023 | PG | 15 minutes

On Christmas Day 2021, 25-year-old Stephanie Amin makes a
bold decision, to leave her life abroad and return to Cairo to di-
rect her first short film. Caught between two countries and two
careers, she sets out in search of the remnants of Cinema Massara.
Through family archives, fading memories, and youthful longing,
Stephanie's journey becomes more than cinematic. It becomes a
rediscovery of her roots, her reel, and her reason to return home.

Awards: Jury Award at Festival du Film Franco-Arabe de Noisy-le-Sec,
France 2024.
Outstanding Documentary Directing at Manassat Film Festival,
Cairo, Egypt, 2023.
Special Mention, Documentary Competition, Cairo International
Short Film Festival, 2023.

Director's Biography

Independent researcher and filmmaker Stephanie Amin earned an MA
in political sociology from the Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne University
in 2020. Her interests include the Coptic culture, cinema, and gender
issues. ‘I Found My Love in Massara” is her directorial debut.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Stephanie Amin

Cinematography: Stephanie Amin, Jocelyne
Abu Gibrayel, Israa ELl Gawady

Editing: Simon El Habre
Production: Klaketa Arabe
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OUT OF COMPETITION FILMS | @lnoll @)LA oALoI

THE CHANT

Director

Jordan | Arabic | English Subtitles
Drama | 2024 |13+ | 20 min

On a scorching day in a forgotten neighborhood, three lives unveil
behind closed doors; each dealing with loss, regret, and the weight
of daily life. Above them, Mariam, a 70-year-old woman with
dementia, clings to a childhood memory: a communal chant once
sung to summon rain during drought. Branded as delusional by her
neighbors, Mariam climbs to the roof and begins to chant. But as
tensions inside each home reach a tipping point, her voice rises
through the silence, steady and strange. One by one, the neighbors
Jjoin her, their stories converging in a moment of healing, and hope.

Awards: HAFF Best short film Award 2025(Hollywood Arab film festival),
Hollywood USA.

Special mention 2024 Pyramax film festival, Carlifornia USA.

Director's Biography

May Ghouti is a Jordanian writer and filmmaker. In 2019, she joined
Rawi Lab for screenwriters to develop her feature narrative,
Landslide. In 2020, she directed her first short film, Huda, which
won the inaugural edition of the Amman International Film Festival.
In 2023, she produced and directed her second short film, The
Chant, which premiered at the Cairo International Film Festival.
She is currently developing her first feature film, Sound of the
North.

Jordanian Premiéere

Cast: Shafiqa A Tal, Nadeem Rimawi, Majd Eid,
Sameera Asir, Naya Jamous, Sofia Asir, Ahmad

Screenplay: May Al Ghouti
Cinematography: Omar Sawalha Kloub.

Editing: Wael Joudeh
Al Ghouti
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Production: Tamir Naber, Omar Sawalha, May
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THE CLOWN OF GAZA
(FROM GROUND ZERO +)

Director
Palestine, France | Arabic | English Subtitles

Documentary | 2025 | all audience | 62 min

In war-devastated Gaza, Aloosh, Alaa Meqdad, is a short-
statured, disabled clown fighting to reclaim his purpose as the
‘Joy Maker! Living in a tent with his family after theirhome in the
Shati refugee camp is destroyed, he struggles daily for food,
water, and survival. Yet through bombed streets and shattered
spirits, he continues to perform for children, determined to
bring light to the darkness. As war closes in, Aloosh clings to
laughter and art amid unimaginable hardship.

Director's Biography

Aresident of Gaza, Abdulrahman Sabbah has dreamed of becoming
a filmmaker since childhood. Due to the lack of film institutes in
Gaza, he studied Journalism and Media instead. He currently
works in the media sector with local television channels in Gaza.
He has participated in several training courses in screenwriting
and filmmaking, produced a number of documentary programs,
and directed a documentary film titled Oral Testimonies.

World Premiere

Cinematography: Mohammed Al Sharif Production: Laura Nikolov, Coorigines

Editing: Postproduction Director - Denis Le Production, Rashid Masharawi,
Paven Masharawi Fund Production
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THE MISSION

Director

PALESTINE, UK | English, Arabic \ English, Arabic Subtitles
Documentary | 2025|+18 | 87 minutes

In the darkest days of the ongoing Palestinian genocide, ac-
claimed British-Iragi nerve surgeon Dr. Mohammad Tahir embarks
on his third humanitarian mission to Gaza. Amid waves of casual-
ties flooding overwhelmed hospitals, he fights tirelessly alongside
his colleagues to save innocent lives. Filmed by two members of
his medical team, The Mission captures the raw, brutal reality of
Gaza's operating rooms in real time. This urgent and unflinching
documentary stands as a historic testament to human compas-
sion amid profound catastrophe.

World Premiére

Cast: Dr. Mohammed Taher

Editing: Colin Moxon Production: Roast Beef Production
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OUT OF COMPETITION FILMS | @luoll @)LA oALoI

THE PLAY AT 8

Director

Jordan | Arabic | English Subtitles
Dark comedy \2025 | 16+ \39 min

On the eve of his most personal play, Khalid, a struggling theater
director, seeks escape in drugs and solitude. His night is disrupted
by a low-ranking police officer sent to write a report about the
performance. What begins as routine spirals into a surreal night
of hazy focus, uneasy conversation, and unexpected connection.
As boundaries blur and confessions surface, the two men, each
quietly battling his own collapse, discover in each other a reflection
they didn't expect, and a mirror they can't ignore.

Director's Biography

Mohammad Hushki is a director and writer who made his award-
winning debut feature, Transit Cities, in 2010. Afterward, he
ventured into television, creating several series for various local
and pan-Arab platforms. He is currently developing multiple
projects as a creator and writer, spanning genres from fantasy and
drama to sci-fi. He also recently completed a short film titled The
Play at 8.

World Premiére
Cast: Ahmad Srour, Mohammad Hushki

Enad Bin Tareef, Omar Zorba, Samar Huneidy
Elina Abu Shikha

Screenplay: Mohammad Hushki
Cinematography: Khaled Al Masry

Editing: Mohammad Hushki, Eyad Hamam Production: Royal film commission fund, Bayt al
shawareb, Yousef Abdelnabi, Ahmad Abu Koush,
Mohammad Hushki
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THE WISH
(FROM GROUND ZERO +)

Director

Palestine, France | Arabic | English Subtitles

Documentary | 2025 | all audience | 30 minutes

War stripped Gaza of everything. And amid the ongoing war, direc-
tor Aws Al-Banna turns to theater for healing, creating a children’s
play titled Wish. In rehearsals, three girls; Layla, Dina, and Amina,
confront personal traumas: orphanhood, displacement, and the
arrest of a parent. Outside the stage, suffering persists, but inside,
they speak their pain, dream aloud, and hold onto a glimpse of
childhood. Through storytelling and shared strength, the play be-
comes their sanctuary, and a quiet rebellion against despair.

Director's Biography

Aws Al Banna, 26, from Gaza, is a television and theater actor, drama
teacher, playwright, and director. He studied theater and has worked on
series such as Milad Al-Fajr, Shuhud, and Darb Al-Fida, as well as plays
like Al-Ramadiyun and Rashomon Gate. He has received awards for his
children's theater projects.

World Premiére

Production: Laura Nikolov, Coorigines
Production, Rashid Masharawi,

Editing: Denis Le Paven !
Masharawi Fund
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OUT OF COMPETITION FILMi Ayloll @JLA oMo

UNDER MY MOTHER'S ROOF

Director

Lebanon | Swedish, English | English Subtitles
Hybrid Documentary | 2025]18+ | 73 minutes

Richard and Kim co-create imagined moments of their future togeth-
er; moments shadowed by Kim's sudden autism diagnosis and loom-
ing illness. As Richard cares for his partner, he is forced to confront a
buried childhood trauma: the helplessness of watching his mother
die. This hybrid film becomes an intimate portrait of love, loss, and the
ghosts we carry, weaving a raw, emotional journey through memory,
imagination, and the fear of failing those we love most.

Director's Biography

Filmmaker Christian Abi Abboud was born on May 13, 1980, in Beirut,
a city divided by civil war. His experience of growing up between east
and west left a lasting mark on his childhood. These memories led him
to study at the prestigious Institut d'études scéniques audiovisuelles
et cinématographiques in Lebanon, where he graduated in 2002 with
honours. His graduation film “Pile ou face" won first prize. He then
worked as a film editor for several years. In 2016, he directed Ubuntu,
which gained industry attention. Today, he's developing over four film
projects with producers from diverse backgrounds and cinematic styles.

World Premiére

Screenplay: Christian Abi Abboud, Kim De Bruin,

Richard Rolf

Cinematography: Christian Abi Abboud
Editing: Christian Abi Abboud

Cast: Kim De Bruin, Richard Rolf

Production: Christian Abi Abboud, Muriel
Aboulrouss
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UNRWA, 75 YEARS OF A
PROVISORY history

Director

Switzerland | French, English | Arabic, English Subtitles
Documentary | 2025 | PG |70 min

Amid political storms and deepening humanitarian crisis, this
documentary uncovers the little-known story of UNRWA; the UN
agency created to support Palestinian refugees. Once considered
apolitical, it now stands at the heart of one of the world's longest
and most politicized struggles. Through never-before-seen
archives and exclusive testimonials, the film traces UNRWA's
complex legacy: lifeline to millions, yet under fire and fighting for
survival. In telling the story of the agency, it reveals the enduring
plight of the Palestinian refugees it was built to serve.

Directors' Biographies

Lyana Saleh is a journalist, film-maker and cultural columnist for
France 24. Living in France since 2005, she began her journalistic
career in 2009. Between 2010 and 2015, Lyana Saleh produced
a number of reports, notably in Libya, Palestine, Jordan, Iran and
Cuba.

Nicolas Wadimoff was born in 1964 in Geneva (Switzerland). he
has worked as a director and producer and is represented at
the biggest international film festivals (Cannes, Venice, Berlin,
Toronto..). In 2003, he founded the production company Akka
Films.

Arab Premiere

Screenplay: Nicolas Wadimoff, Lyana Saleh
Cinematography: Camille Cottagnoud

Editing: Brandon Beytrison Production: Irene Challand
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VERY SMALL DREAMS
(FROM GROUND ZERO +)

Director

Palestine, France | Arabic | English Subtitles

Documentary | 2025 | all audience | 20 min

Nour, ayoung woman in Gaza, navigates a daily battle for health
and dignity. destruction continue in Gaza, women around her
face dehumanization: reusing old clothes as pads, washing in
the sea, and turning to menstrual pills in the absence of basic
hygienic protection. These desperate measures expose them
to infection and long-term harm. Through Nour's journey and
the testimonies of others, their crisis unfold; one of denied care,
unsafe conditions, and silenced suffering in a land stripped of
its most fundamental human needs.

Director's Biography

Based in Gaza, Palestine, I'timad Wishah was the video program
coordinator at the Women's Affairs Center (2001-2018). She is
a documentary and feature film director focused on women's
issues, a trainer in cinematography and editing, and has managed
women'’s film festivals and student film projects.

World Premiere

Cinematography: I'timad Wishah
Editing: Marion Boé

Production: Laura Nikolov, Coorigines
Production, Rashid Masharawi,
Masharawi Fund
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YALLA PARKOUR

Director

Sweden, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Palestine
Arabic, Swedish |English Subtitles | Documentary
2024 | +13 | 89 minutes

When filmmaker Areeb rediscovers Gaza through a video of young
men leaping in front of a colossal bombing, a childhood memory stirs;
her first encounter with the sea. Drawn by longing, she connects with
Ahmed, a parkour athlete whose jumps confront gravity and a reali-
ty full of obstacles. Together, they move through cemeteries, ruins,
and dreams, where joy triggers beneath the heaviness of siege. What
begins as a return to a memory becomes a journey through uncer-
tainties and unspoken exile; a pull between forgotten places and the
desire to belong.

Awards: Grand Jury Prize - DOC NYC - New York, USA - 2024
2nd Audience Award - Berlinale Panorama - Berlin, Germany - 2025

Firebird Award - Hong Kong International Film Festival - Hong Kong,
China- 2025

Director's Biography

Areeb Zuaiter is a multinational filmmaker based in Washington, D.C. Her
work focuses on art, identity, and social issues. She holds an MA in Film
and Video from American University. Zuaiter's work has won international
awards. Her debut short, Stained, won the Jury Award at Beirut's European
International Film Festival. Her documentary Colors of Resistance was
nominated for Sony's Outstanding Thesis Award and won awards at
the Colorado Activism Film Festival and Spotlight Documentary Film
Awards. She previously worked at the Associated Press, was a Goldman
Sachs Fellow, led training at the Royal Film Commission and heads
Programming at the Amman International Film Festival.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Areeb Zuaiter, Phil Jandaly
Cinematography: Ibrahim Al-Otla, Marco
Padoan, Umit Gulsen

Editing: Phil Jandaly

Cast: Ahmed Matar, Areeb Zuaiter
Producer: Basel Mawlawi
Production: Kinana Films
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JURY - NON-ARAB FILMS

Yousry Nasrallah
Director, Screenwriter

Yousry Nasrallah is an Egyptian filmmaker. He worked as
afilmcriticin the Lebanese newspaper As-Safirfrom 1978
t0 1982 and as an Assistant Director to Volker Schlondorff
for his award-winning movie “Circle of Deceit" filmed in

Beirut. Nasrallah became an assistant to Youssef Chahine, whose
company ‘Misr International Films" would go on to produce his early
films. His films were selected in Cannes, Venice, Berlin and Locarno
film festivals. His 2012 film "After the Battle" competed for the “Palme
d'Or" at the 2012 Cannes Film Festival, while "El Medina" and “Brooks,
Meadows and Lovely Faces" were nominated for the Golden Leopard
at Locarno International Film Festival respectively in 1999 and 2016.
His other works include: “Welcome Home" (mini-series 10 episodes),
18 Days" (2011), “Scheherazade Tell Me a Story” (2009) 2008 “The
Aquarium” (2008), “Bab el Shams" (2004), “On Boys, Girls and the
Veil" (documentary in 1995), ‘Mercedes” (1993) and “Summer Thefts”
(1988). Nasrallah was a jury member in several international film
festivals including in Cannes. .

Saba Mubarak

Actress, Producer

Saba Mubarak is one of the few Arab stars whose
filmography includes a number of successful works
throughout the Arab world and internationally. Mubarak
has received a number of awards including the Special

Jury Award at the Arab Theatre Festival, the Best Actress Award at
the Middle East Now Festivalin Italy, two-time Best Jordanian Actress
in 2009 and 2010. Mubarak also won the Best Actress Award at the
Silk Road International Film Festival in 2018 for her role in “The Guest:
Aleppo-Istanbul’, which also won seven awards from other international
film festivals. Through Pan East Media, a production company Mubarak
established in 2011, she produced “Obour” TV series, where she
starred alongside a large number of Syrian and Jordanian stars and
real-life refugees. In 2021, Mubarak's works include the films "Amira”
by Mohamed Diab and “Daughters of Adbulrahman” by the Jordanian
director Zaid Abu Hamdan, which received multiple awards.
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JURY - NON-ARAB FILMS

Rashid Masharawi
Director, Screenwriter,
Producer

Rashid Masharawi is a self-taught filmmaker born and
raised in Shati refugee camp, in Gaza. He is one of the
first Palestinian directors who had filmed in Palestine.
All his films since his first feature Curfew (1990) and
then Haifa (1996) - which was the first Palestinian movie officially
selected in Cannes - receive regular international selections,
awards and broadcasting. Masharawi's films reflect with irony
the daily Palestinian life and are studied in many universities. In
1996, he founded the Cinema Production and Distribution Center
(Ramallah) to develop a Palestinian cinematographic reflection
(workshop, professional training, kids festival and mobile cinema).
Many Palestinian filmmakers who have an international career,
have attended this institution. even during Corona's lockdowns
when he filmed his neighbours in “Diary of Gabrielle Street"
‘Passing Dreams” is the latest film he directed Masharawi still
pursues this goal by training new generations of directors. He
has been supporting filmmakers in Gaza, by establishing the
Masharawi Film Fund and producing “From Ground Zero", which
was followed more recently by “From Ground Zero +".

Jihan El Tahri
Director, Writer,
Producer

Jihan EL Tahri is an award-winning director, writer, visual
artist and producer. She was the General & Artistic director
of the Berlin-based documentary support institution DOX
BOX. In 2017, El Tahri was invited to join the Academy of

Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (The Oscars) and has served on various
selection committees including Locarno Film Festival, Jeune Creation
Francophone, Le Fonds Franco-Tunisien and others. She has served
on numerous juries including president of the Documentary Jury at
FESPACO 2021. As a film mentor, she has worked with Focus Features (US)
Documentary Campus (Germany), Ouaga Film Lab (Burkina Faso), Qumra
(Qatar) Sud Ecriture (Tunis) and other training labs. Since 1990 she has
directed and produced documentaries for the BBC, PBS, Arte and other
international broadcasters. Her award-winning documentaries include
“Nasser", which premiered in the official selection at Toronto International
Festival, “Behind the Rainbow", “Cuba, an African Odyssey" and the Emmy
nominated "House of Saud". Her writings include “Les Sept Vies de Yasser
Arafat" and “Israel and the Arabs, The 50 Years War". EL Tahri engaged in
various associations and institutions working with African Cinema.
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Samir
Director, Screenwriter,
Producer

Born in 1955 in Baghdad, Samir migrated with his family
to Switzerland in the 60's, where he studied at the School
of Arts in Zurich as a typographer and then trained as
a cameraman. He is well known for his unique fiction,
documentary and experimental films, whose innovative character
drew attention at various festivals and won numerous awards. Samir's
work to this day encompasses more than 40 short and full-length
feature films for cinema and television. In the 90's he also worked
as a director for national and international broadcasters. In 1994, he
took over “Dschoint Ventschr Filmproduktion” with filmmaker Werner
Schweizer and producer Karin Koch, based in Zurich, to build up
new Swiss film talents. Beside his own projects as an independent
producer and director, Samir is also known for directing theatre plays
and works in the field of visual arts. A selection of Samir's films which
he wrote and directed: "Forget Baghdad" (2002), “Iraqi Odyssey" (2014)
and “Baghdad in My Shadow" (2019). His more recent works in 2023
include: “Stranger in My Village" and “The Miraculous Transformation
of the Working Class into Foreigners". Samir Also produced numerous
films as well, which include: "White Terror" (2005), “Faulein” (2006),
‘Operation Libertad" (2012).

Georges Khabbaz

Actor, Writer, Producer, Director

Georges Khabbaz is a multi-talented artist with over
25 years of experience as an actor, writer, theatre
director, producer and university professor. He is also
a poet and composer of numerous songs and music

pieces. Khabbaz is passionate about addressing humanitarian issues
through his creative works and contributing to the promotion of
human rights principles. His impressive portfolio includes acclaimed
movies such as “Ghadi," ‘Under the Bombs," “Silina" and “Perfect
Strangers,". Khabbaz won multiple Best Actor awards for starring in
“Yunan', a film directed by Ameer Fakher Eldin. He also starredin
popular TV series like "Abdo & Abdo," “Brando Al Sharg," and “Nar bil-
Nar”" In addition, he has written and directed more than 18 theatrical
plays that bear his unique signature, with the latest being “Khyel
Sahra’, which he wrote and starred in alongside Adel Karam.
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AISHA'S STORY
Director Elizabeth Vibert and Chen Wang

Canada, Jordan | Arabic | English Subtitles

Documentary | 2025 | All audience | 62 min

Aisha Azzam and her husband founded a grain millin Jordan's Bagaa
refugee camp 35 years ago, helping preserve Palestinian heritage by
grinding staples of traditional cuisine. “Food is the most precious part
of Palestinian heritage," she says. In Aisha's Story, she recounts a tale
of exile, rebuilding family and community and holding onto identity.
She proudly distinguishes between Palestinian and Jordanian thyme,
and between mansaf and musakhan. The film's structure follows
harvesting, grinding, cooking, and feasting—Llinking memory, longing,
and resistance. Aisha's work affirms that grains and herbs are essential
to identity. For her, wheat is “the essence of Palestinian life."

Awards: Audience Award for mid-length documentary - Hot Docs International
Documentary Festival - Toronto, Canada - 2025
Top 20 Audience Favourites - Hot Docs International Documentary
Festival - Toronto, Canada - 2025
Honourable Mention for Vancouver Film Studios Award - DOXA Docu-
mentary Film Festival - Vancouver, Canada - 2025

Director's Biography

Producer, director, and historian Elizabeth Vibert has been working on a
collaborative oral history project with Palestinian miller Aisha Azzam, her
family and community members in Baga'a refugee camp, Jordan, since
2018. Elizabeth's filmmaking, writing, and research examine grassroots
initiatives toward socially just and sustainable food systems in vulnerable
communities, and in the era of climate crisis. Her first documentary film,
The Thinking Garden, screened in Amman in 2018. In addition to Aisha's
Story, she is working on documentaries based on oral history work with
members of Indigenous nations on Vancouver Island and the Wayuu First
Nation in Colombia.

International Premiéere

Cast: Aisha Azzam
Production: Elizabeth Vibert and Salam
Barakat Guenette

Screenplay: Elizabeth Vibert
Cinematography: Chen Wang
Editing: Chen Wang and Elizabeth Vibert
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ALL WE IMAGINE AS LIGHT

Director Payal Kapadia

France, India, Netherlands, Luxembourg, Italy
English, Arabic Subtitles
Drama, Romance | 2024/ 18+ | 115 min

Malayalam, Hindi, Marathi

"All We Imagine as Light" is one of those sensory-based stories, full of
conversations about desire, emotion, eternal disappointment, love,
liberation, and women who come to know themselves, stand up, and
confront their fears. It is an image of solitude, longing, and feminine
suffering, brimming with empathy. The film's three protagonists are united
by their limitations and desires. While director Payal Kapadia builds their
characters through gestures, she also carefully addresses social issues
like arranged marriage, racial tensions, Islamophobia, patriarchy, and
urban sprawlin Mumbai — a city that transcends the story's context, as a
multicultural place attracting Indians from across the country.

Awards: Lion of the Future - Venice Film Festival - Venice, Italy - 2024
Best Director - Orizzonti - Venice Film Festival - Venice, Italy -
2024
Grand Prix — Cannes Film Festival - Cannes, France - 2024

Director's Biography

Payal Kapadia is a Mumbai-based filmmaker and artist who studied
filmmaking at the Film and Television Institute of India. Her work
explores hidden memories and subtle feminine gestures to reveal
deeper truths. Her short film , Afternoon Clouds, was India's only
official selection in the Cinéfondation section of the 2017 Cannes
Film Festival . Her experimental film , What Did the Summer Say?,
premiered at the 2018 Berlin Film Festival and won awards at the
Amsterdam and Mumbai film festivals. Her film, The Last Mango
Before the Monsoon, won the FIPRESCI Prize and the Special Jury
Prize at the 2015 Oberhausen Film Festival.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Kani Kusruti, Divya Prabha, Chhaya
Kadam, and Hridhu Haroon.

Screenplay: Payal Kapadia
Cinematography: Ranabir Das
Editing: Clément Pinteaux

Produced by: Thomas Hakim, Julian Graff, Petit
Kaos Chalk, Cheesebalder Film, Les Films Fove
Another Birth, Bulba Films, Arte France Cinema
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ARMAND

Director Halfdan Ullmann Tondel

Norway | Norwegian | English, Arabic Subtitles
Drama |2024]18+|117 min

Director Halfdan Ullmann Tendel hails from a distinguished cinematic
lineage—he is the grandson of Ingmar Bergman and actress Liv
Ullmann. In Armand, his debut feature, he unveils a troubling truth
that unfolds behind closed doors, where the complexities of familial
relationships come to the fore. The story begins when Elisabeth is
called to her son's school to confront allegations, triggering a cascade
of mutual accusations between parents and teachers. The film and its
script echo the traditions of Scandinavian bourgeois theatre, steeped
in hypocrisy, irony, and manipulation. Tondel masterfully turns a school
crisis into a psychological portrait of a mother nearing collapse.

Awards: Golden Camera Award (Best First Film) - Cannes Film Festival -
Cannes, France - 2024
European Discovery Award - European Film Awards - 2024

Director's Biography

Halfdan Ullmann Tendel studied directing at Westerdals School
of Arts. His debut short Bird Hearts (2015) premiered at Karlovy
Vary, won the Golden Chair at Grimstad, and was nominated for
an Amanda award. His 2017 short Fanny premiered in Aspen, also
earned an Amanda nomination, and both films were listed among
Cineuropa’s best European shorts.

Jordanian Premiére
Cast: Renate Reinsve, Ellen Dorrit Petersen,

Thea Lambrechts Vaulen, Endre Hellestveit,
Q@ystein Roger, Vera Veljovic

Screenplay: Halfdan Ullmann Tendel
Cinematography: Pal Ulvik Rokseth

Editing: Robert Krantz Production: Andrea Ottmar - Eye Eye Pictures
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DOG ON TRIAL

Director Laetitia Dosch

Switzerland | French | English, Arabic Subtitles
Comedy | 2024 |18+ 80 min

With The Support of The Swiss Embassy

What if a dog were no longer just a pet but treated as a human
How would it face justice. With this idea director Laetitia Dosch
presents a bold film, a vibrant and captivating legal drama. In
Dog on Trial we meet Avril an independent lawyer. When her
hopeless client Dariusch asks her to defend his loyal dog Cosmos
she can't resist. Thrown into the absurdity of defending a dog she
faces a legal system that holds Cosmos's life in the balance. His
story becomes a layered tale exploring legal and philosophical
questions around animal personhood challenging how we see
and treat our pets

Awards: Palm Dog - Un Certain Regard Cannes Film Festival - France - 2024
Valois du Scénario - Best Screenplay Award - France - 2024

Director's Biography

In 2013, Laétitia Duch co-starred in Justine Triet's The Age of Panic.
She then worked with Christophe Honoré in The Tribulations of
Sophie, Catherine Corsini in Summer, and Maiwenn in Mine. She
starred in Leonore Serail's The Young Girl, which won the Camera
d'Or at the 2017 Cannes Film Festival and was nominated for a
César. She then played the lead role in Anthony Cordier's Gaspard
at the Wedding and worked with Guillaume Senez on Notre Dame.
In 2018, she created and performed the show “La Haté" at the
Théatre Véde Lausanne, a unique duet between her and her horse.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Laetitia Dosch, Francois Damiens, Jean Pascal
Zadi, Anne Dorval, Anabela Moreira, Tom Fiszelson,
Mathieu Demy and Pierre Deladonchamps

Screenplay: Laetitia Dosch, Anne Sophie Bailly
Cinematography: Alexis Kavyrchine

Editing: Suzana Pedro, Isabelle Devinck Production: Bande a Part (Lionel Baier, Agnieszka
Ramu), Atelier De Production (Thomas & Mathieu
Verhaeghe)
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FAMILIAR TOUCH

Director Sarah Friedland

United States | English | Arabic Subtitles
Drama | 202413+ |90 min

Director Sarah Friedland began writing shortly after her grandmother's
death from dementia and while working as a caregiver for artists
with memory loss. This led to the birth of Familiar Touch, filmed in
collaboration with a California care home, with staff and residents
participating as cast and crew. The film is crafted with precision and
sensitivity by a director who deeply understands her subject and has
the tools to express it in @ moving way. This is not a sad story about
losing memory, but an intimate and honest glimpse into one woman'’s
Jjourney—and how we somehow find ourselves again.

Awards: Awards remove the - at the beginning so change to this:
Lion of the Future - Best First Film - Venice Festival - 2024
Orizzonti - Best Director for Sarah Friedland - Venice Festival - 2024

Director's Biography

Sarah Friedland is a filmmaker and dancer who works at the intersection of
dance and cinema. She creates experimental films, video installations, and
live performances where camera and body move together to explore how
we live, move, and relate to each other. Her work is based on movements
from everyday life, memories, archival footage, and various dance styles.
She often collaborates with diverse people, from professional dancers
to teenagers and seniors, and uses interviews, reenactments, and
improvisation to shape her work. In 2024, her debut feature, ‘A Touch of
the Familiar’, premiered at the Venice Film Festival and won both Best
Director and the Luigi De Laurentiis Award for Best Debut.

Jordanian Premiére
Cast: Kathleen Chalfant, H. Jon Benjamin,

Rafael Hernandez, Florinda Medina, Carolyn
Michelle

Screenplay: Sarah Friedland
Cinematography: Gabe Elder
Editing: Aacharee Ungsriwong Production: Artemis Rising Foundation, Go for
Thurm, Rathaus Films, Simbelle Productions
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HAPPYEND

Director Neo Sora

Japan, United States |Japanese | English, Arabic Subtitles

Drama, Science Fiction | 2024 |18+ 113 min

Teen films in Japan reveal the political, social, and cultural sides of
society. Director Neo Sora's Happy End focuses on the “Zainichi"
experience and challenges they face. Set in a futuristic Tokyo
threatened by earthquakes, citizens question the government's crisis
response. Two students plan a prank against their principal, resulting
in a strict security system. Amid growing repression and political
tension, their political awareness deepens. Despite serious themes,
the film keeps the lightness and humor typical of youth stories,
blending social critique with the vibrant energy of adolescence.

Awards: Young Cinema Award - Asia Pacific Screen Awards - Australia - 2024
Golden Hanoman Award - Jogja-NETPAC Asian Film Festival - Yog-
yakarta, Indonesia - 2024
Roberto Rossellini Jury Award - Pingyao International Film Festival -
China - 2024

Director's Biography

Neo Sora is a Japanese-American filmmaker and artist based in
New York City. He explores themes of culturalidentity, technology.
and human connection in his work. After studying at Wesleyan
University, he co-founded Zakkubalan, a production company,
and collaborated on projects that span film, art, and music. His
short film The Chicken premiered at the Locarno Film Festival and
received critical acclaim. In 2024, he released his first feature film,
Happyend, which garnered multiple international awards. Sora's
unique visual style and narrative approach continue to make him a
rising talent in contemporary cinema.

Jordanian Premiéere

Cast: Hayato Kurihara, Yukito Hidaka,
Yuta Hayashi, Shina Peng

Production: Zakkubalan, Cineric
Creative, Cinema Inutile, Giraffe Pictures,
Spark Features,Sons of Rigor

Screenplay: Neo Sora
Cinematography: Bill Kirstein
Editing: Albert Tholen
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TALES FROM THE MAGIC GARDEN

Director David Sukup, Patrik Pass, Leon Vidmar,
Jean-Claude Rozec

Czech Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia, France | Czech
English, Arabic Subtitles | Animation, children | 2025
all audience |71 min

Between tales of fantasy, comedy, and emotion, Tales from
a Magical Garden goes straight to the heart. On one hand, it
follows three children and their grandfather as they deal with the
loss of their grandmother; on the other, it celebrates the art of
storytelling. This vibrant stop-motion film celebrates creativity
and its healing magic. While aimed at younger audiences,
adults too can enjoy it, dream a little, and perhaps recall a time
when they could still dream without distraction. Childhood
magic and narrated tales blur the lines between fantasy and
reality, and invite you to do the same.

Directors' Biographies

+ David Sukup - The Czech filmmaker who directed Light and The
Mechanics, both of which screened in the Cinéfondation selection at
Cannes. He is also part of the directing trio which created the animated
film Fimfarum Third Time Lucky.

« Patrik Pass - The Slovakian director who co-wrote The Last Bus which
won the Grand Prix at the Stuttgart International Festival of Animated
Film in 2012. He also created Slovakia's first ever graphic novel.

+ Leon Vidmar - The Slovenian director who's known for his film Farewell
which screened at over 80 festivals and won seven awards.

-+ Jean-Claude Rozec - The French director who has made four award-
winning short films, most recently Specky Four-Eyes.

Arab Premiére

Screenplay: Marek Kral, Petr Krajicek, Patrik Pass,
Jerneja Kaja Balog, Maja Kriznik, Blandine Jet

Editing: Adéla Spaljova

Cast: Arnost Goldflam, Zuzana Kronerova,
Cinematography: Radka Splichalova, Vaclav Fronk, ~Susan Zofie Hanova, Derek Alex Mojzis
Alan Soural, Simona Weisslechner, Milo$ Srdi¢,

Production: Martin Vandas, Juraj
Mathilde Gaillard

Krasnohorsky, Kolja Saksida, Jean-
Francois Le Corre
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IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER
Jim Sheridan
Ireland,United Kingdom

MICHAEL COLLINS
Neil Jordan
Ireland; trjted States

MY LEFT FOOT
Jim Sheridan
Ireland,United Kingdo

THE BANSHEES OF INISHER
Martin McDonagh
Ireland, UK United States

THE WIND THAT SHAKES THE BARLEY
Ken Loach
Ireland, UK
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| am delighted that Ireland has been selected as the country of
honour for the 2025 Amman International Film Festival (AIFF).
We look forward to screening a selection of Irish film as part of
the programme for audiences to enjoy. These include stories
of Ireland's journey to independence and the key figures that
shaped those events, including famous revolutionary leader,
Michael Collins.

It is also wonderful to see that the celebrated Irish filmmaker,
Jim Sheridan, will be a guest of honour at the AIFF, and we are
delighted to be screening two of his films. The first of these,
My Left Foot, was Sheridan’s directorial debut about the life of
a talented Irish artist with cerebral palsy, for which Daniel Day-
Lewis and Brenda Fricker won Oscars for Best Actor and Best
Supporting Actress respectively. The second, In the Name of
the Father, also stars Day-Lewis, and delves into the complicated
history of ‘the Troubles' in Northern Ireland, and the impact this
conflict has had on so many people, which was brought to an end
following the signing of the Good Friday Agreement in 1998.

All of the Irish films on display at the AIFF this year share stories
that, together, shed light on a transformed country where peace,
reconciliation, diversity and understanding are a central part of
Ireland's modern societal fabric, achieved in a short space of time,
which | hope provides some narrative of optimism for the future
of this region.

These stories and experiences have also shaped Irish perspectives
and our deep empathy for peoples across the world, particularly in
cases where freedoms and human rights are curtailed, and where
dignified lives are denied. This is especially the case in Ireland's
enduring support for the Palestinian people throughout this
appalling conflict, as well as our steadfast support for the civilians
in Gaza who continue to experience acute suffering. Ireland
continues to call for an end to this conflict and the resumption of
flows of humanitarian supplies into the Gaza Strip.

In Ireland, we are also extremely proud of our cultural heritage
and the great connections we have fostered through artistic
expression.  Irish people have, for centuries, carried proud
traditions of song, story, poetry and dance around the globe.
This artistic and creative output now includes an ever-growing
catalogue of films. Despite our relatively small population of just
over 5 million, this global cultural output is an asset to our country
and a point of pride for our people. In particular, Ireland's film
industry contributes over €1 billion to Ireland's economy annually,
supporting more than 15,000 full-time jobs.

Having lived in Jordan for almost three years, | see an ever-growing
focus on creative industries, including film, where spectacular and
unique backdrops are majestically dotted across the Kingdom.
My visit last year to Olivewood Film Studios confirmed Jordan's
status as a world-class destination for film, with an unscripted
level of potential for growth, similar to Ireland's experience over
the recent past.

I would like to extend my thanks to HRH Princess Rym Ali for her
inspiring leadership in showcasing Jordanian and international
film each year here in Amman. Thanks also to the AIFF team,
Screen Ireland, Ireland’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade,
and my own wonderful team at the Embassy of Ireland.
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IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER

Director

Ireland,United Kingdom | English | Arabic Subtitles
Biographical Drama | 1993 | 18+ | 133 min

Adevastating IRA bombing shakes London. Though far removed from
political causes, street hustler Gerry Conlon is caught in the wrong
place at the wrong time. He is subsequently imprisoned alongside his
father, Giuseppe. What begins as the misfortune of a reckless youth
escalates into a grave miscarriage of justice, revealing profound
flaws within Britain's legal system. As years pass behind bars, the
bond between father and son is tested and transformed, driving their
relentless pursuit of truth. Based on a true story, In the Name of the
Father confronts injustice in 1970s Britain

Awards: Best Actor in a Leading Role Nominee - Academy Awards - Los Ange-
les, USA - 1994
Golden Bear Nominee - Berlin International Film Festival - Berlin,
Germany - 1994
Best British Film Nominee - BAFTA Film Awards - London, UK - 1994

Director's Biography
Jim Sheridan is an lIrish playwright, screenwriter, director and producer
whose career spans over four decades. He is best known for directing the
acclaimed films “My Left Foot" and “In the Name of the Father", both starring
Daniel Day-Lewis, and later works like “The Boxer" and ‘In America”. His films
have received 16 Academy Award nominations, including six personally.
Sheridan co-founded Dublin's Project Theatre and served as Director of
the Irish Arts Center in New York, cementing his influence in both film and
theatre. He has directed films with stars like Daniel Craig, Salma Hayek
and 50 Cent, and produced major studio films. Beyond his own work, he
has nurtured emerging lrish talent, including Terry George, John Carney
*Once’, and Paul Greengrass “Bloody Sunday”. He also wrote “Into the West',
directed by Mike Newell. Sheridan’s legacy is one of portraying Irish identity
with international resonance and artistic depth.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Jim Sheridan, Terry George

Cinematography: Peter Biziou
Editing: Gerry Hambling

Cast: Daniel Day-Lewis, Pete Postlethwaite,
Emma Thompson

Production: Gabriel Byrne, Jim Sheridan,
Arthur Lappin
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FOCUS ON IRISH CINEMA | @uailpyl Lol ble 6elA
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MICHAEL COLLINS

Director

Ireland, United States | English | Arabic Subtitles
Biographical Historical Drama | 1096 | 16+ | 132 min

In the early 20th century, Ireland stands on the brink of revolution.
Amid political unrest and rising tensions, one man emerges as a
leader determined to change the course of history. Michael Collins
navigates a world of espionage, betrayal, and sacrifice, where every
decision could alter the fate of a nation. Torn between duty and
personal conviction, Collins must rally a divided people and confront
powerful enemies, both within and without.

Awards: Best Film - Venice Film Festival - Venice, ltaly - 1996
Golden Lion Nominee - Venice Film Festival - Venice, Italy -
1996
Best Actor for Liam Neeson - Evening Standard British Film
Awards - London, UK - 1997

Neil Jordan is an Irish filmmaker, novelist, and screenwriter renowned for
his versatile storytelling and exploration of complex characters. Born in
Sligo, Ireland, in 1950, Jordan made his directorial debut with Angel (1982)
and gained international acclaim for The Crying Game (1992), which won
an Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay. Known for blending
historical narratives with personal dramas, his works include Michael
Collins (1996) and Interview with the Vampire (1994). Jordan's distinct
style combines lyrical storytelling with rich visual aesthetics, earning him
accolades worldwide. Beyond film, he is also an accomplished novelist
with several published works.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Neil Jordan
Cinematography: Chris Menges
Editing: J. Patrick Duffner

Cast: Liam Neeson, Julia Roberts, Aidan
Quinn, Alan Rickman

Production: Stephen Woolley
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FOCUS ON IRISH CINEMA | @uailpyl Loivmll ble 82UA

MY LEFT FOOT

Director Jim Sheridan

Ireland,United Kingdom | English | Arabic Subtitles
Biographical Drama | 1989 | 18+ | 103 min

Inaworld that often underestimates him, Christy Brown's spirit refuses
to be limited by his physical challenges. Confined to a wheelchair,
he discovers his voice through an unexpected talent, using his left
foot to create art and communicate. Through perseverance, he
transforms a life of hardship and isolation into one of creativity and
success, becoming a respected artist and writer.

Awards: Best Actor in a Leading Role - Academy Awards - Los Angeles, USA
-1990
Best Actress in a Supporting Role - Academy Awards - Los Angeles,
USA - 1990
Silver Bear for Best Actor - Berlin International Film Festival - Berlin,
Germany - 1990

Director's Biography

Jim Sheridan is an Irish playwright, screenwriter, director and producer
whose career spans over four decades. He is best known for directing
the acclaimed films "My Left Foot" and ‘In the Name of the Father", both
starring Daniel Day-Lewis, and later works like “The Boxer"and "In America’.
His films have received 16 Academy Award nominations, including six
personally. Sheridan co-founded Dublin's Project Theatre and served as
Director of the Irish Arts Center in New York, cementing his influence in
both film and theatre. He has directed films with stars like Daniel Craig,
Salma Hayek and 50 Cent, and produced major studio films. Beyond his
own work, he has nurtured emerging Irish talent, including Terry George,
John Carney "Once’, and Paul Greengrass "Bloody Sunday”. He also wrote
‘Into the West', directed by Mike Newell. Sheridan’s legacy is one of
portraying Irish identity with international resonance and artistic depth.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Jim Sheridan, Shane Connaughton
Cinematography: Jack Conroy
Editing: J. Patrick Duffner

Cast: Daniel Day-Lewis, Brenda Fricker, Ray
McAnally
Production: Noel Pearson
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FOCUS ON IRISH CINEMA | @uailpyl Lol ble 6elA

THE BANSHEES OF INISHERIN

Director

Ireland, UK,United States | English, Irish Gaelic
Arabic Subtitles | Dark Comedy, Drama | 2022 | 16+ | 114 min

Colm unexpectedly ends his lifelong friendship with Padraic, leaving
him desperate to understand why. Their escalating conflict spirals
into acts of desperation and violence, impacting everyone around
them. Set on a small, isolated Irish island during the 1920s Irish Civil
War, The Banshees of Inisherin blends dark humor with heartrending
drama, capturing the raw emotions and fragile tensions that surface
when lifelong ties suddenly fracture.

Awards: Best Actor (Colin Farrell) - Venice Film Festival - Venice, ltaly -
2022
Best Screenplay - Golden Globe Awards - USA - 2023
Outstanding British Film of the Year - BAFTA - London, UK -
2023

Martin McDonagh, an acclaimed Irish-British playwright and filmmaker, is
celebrated for his dark comedies and sharp storytelling. Born in London
in 1970, McDonagh initially gained fame for his plays before transitioning
to filmmaking. His debut feature, In Bruges (2008), was widely praised and
earned an Academy Award nomination. Known for blending humor with
profound social commentary, McDonagh has received numerous awards,
including an Oscar for his short film Six Shooter (2004). His works, including
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri (2017), highlight his talent for
crafting compelling narratives that resonate deeply with audiences.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Martin McDonagh
Cinematography: Ben Davis
Editing: Mikkel E.G. Nielsen

Cast: Colin Farrell, Brendan Gleeson,
Kerry Condon, Barry Keoghan

Martin McDonagh (Blueprint Pictures)

Production: Graham Broadbent, Peter Czernin,
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THE WIND THAT SHAKES THE
BARLEY

Director

Ireland, UK | English, Irish Gaelic | Arabic Subtitles

Historical Drama | 2006 | 16+ | 127 min

Ireland, 1920. As the War of Independence erupts, young doctor
Damien abandons his plans to work in London and joins his brother
Teddy in the fight against British forces. United in battle, the brothers
grow into skilled guerrilla fighters. But when a treaty is signed and
civil war erupts, their shared cause fractures. Once comrades, they
find themselves on opposing sides of a brutal conflict.

Awards: Palme d'Or - Cannes Film Festival - Cannes, France - 2006
Best European Film - Goya Awards - Madrid, Spain - 2007
Audience Award - San Sebastian International Film Festival - San
Sebastian, Spain - 2006

Director's Biography

Ken Loach is a renowned British filmmaker celebrated for his socially
conscious and politically charged films. Born in 1936 in Nuneaton, England,
Loach studied law at Oxford before pursuing a career in television and
cinema. Over five decades, his work has highlighted themes of social
justice, inequality, and human resilience. His films, including The Wind
That Shakes the Barley (2006), which won the Palme d'Or at Cannes, and
|, Daniel Blake (2016), have garnered international acclaim. Known for his
naturalistic style and empathetic storytelling, Loach remains a leading
voice in contemporary cinema and an advocate for the underprivileged.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Paul Laverty
Cinematography: Barry Ackroyd
Editing: Jonathan Morris

Cast: Cillian Murphy, Padraic Delaney, Liam
Cunningham, Orla Fitzgerald, Mary Riordan

Production: Rebecca O>Brien (Sixteen
Films, Element Films)
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THE ANT THAT CROSSED MY SKETCHBOOK
Chris Akoury
Lebanon



THE ANT THAT CROSSED MY
SKETCHBOOK

Director Chris Akoury

Lebanon | Arabic | English Subtitles
Drama | 2024 | +13 | 19 min

Anas' life rotates around his comic book and his grandmother. For
the first time, the lines he draws can't make sense of his feelings.
As loss dominates his world, he is forced to confront life's harshest

truths and search for meaning beyond the page.

Awards: Audience choice award-Beirut shorts international film festival-

Beirut,Lebanon- 2024

Director's Biography

Chris, a freelance director and cinematographer from Lebanon,
Since 2017, he has passionately explored cinema. Inspired at age
7 by his father's connection to the Rahbani family, he developed a
deep love for visual storytelling. From 2020 to 2024, he worked as a
cinematographer on about 87 films. Alongside this, he directed two
short films, “paradis.” and “The Ant That Crossed My Sketchbook,"
both now in distribution. He has also completed the script for his
second independent film, “In the Name of ME." Chris continues to
merge his vision and craft, creating impactful cinematic experiences.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Chris Akoury Cast: Joseph Maroun, Siham Haddad,
Cinematography: Chris Akoury Joseph Sassin, Elie Jaber
Editing: Ramy Salloum Production: Christelle Rmeily
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AIFF TEAM 2025 | 1o Ulaydioll §upd

Nada Doumani
Hamzah Abaza

Areeb Zuaiter
Zara Naber

Siba Younes
Chafic Tabbara
Fadi Haddad
Ramy Abdelrazek

Bassam Alasad
Karim Ariqat
Salma Malhas
Muriel Aboulrouss
Elias Khlat

Zeina Shanaah

Odai Arabyat
Khaled Shaker
Fares Rawas

Ghadeer Aburub
Yazan Karajeh

Samah Shoshe
Tareq Askar
Bahaa Tarabshih

130

MANAGEMENT

Festival Director
Assistant Festival Director

PROGRAMMING

Head of Programming
Programming Coordinator
Programming Assistant
Programmer
Programmer
Programmer

AMMAN FILM INDUSTRY DAYS

Head of Industry
Industry and Market Coordinator
Industry Coordinator
Manager Web Series
Projects Reader

Projects Reader

VENUE AND LOGISTICS

Operations Manager
Venue Manager
Transportation Manager

MEDIA

Social Media Editor
Online Editor

GUEST RELATIONS

Guests Relations
Guests Relations
Ticketing
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Loay Awad
Rami Dweik

Haytham Abu Atiyyeh
Mohammed Salem
Rawan Zubi

Yousef Lafi

FINANCE & PARTNERSHIPS

Financial Supervisor / Account Manager
Accounting Supervisor

TECHNICAL SUPPORT

Festival IT & Digital Consultant
AV Supervisor
Web Development
IT Specialist

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
PALESTINIAN ARTS AND CULTURE?

@TARWIDAPODCAST
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Tarwida Podcast

141 11.2K 76
posts  followers  following

Community
Conversations that celebrate P@lestinian arts,
culture & heritage.

Following v Message 2
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