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Bassem and Iciar Salfiti

Basem Salfiti is the Chairman of Bank al Etihad in
Jordan and the Chairman of the Board of Trustees
of Al Hussein Technical University - HTU (a Crown
Prince Foundation initiative). He is the co-founder of
Stag.io and also serves on several boards including
the Petra National Trust, ISSF and ACES.

Iciar Salfiti is a healthcare entrepreneur and
currently serves on the Board of Microfund for
Women.

Both are very passionate about the power of
storytelling in films.

Zina Jardaneh

Zina Jardaneh is a cultural advocate, and philanthropist
whose work over the past three decades has focused
on culture, the arts, and education. She chaired the
Palestinian Museum in Birzeit and was awarded an
Honorary Fellowship of the Royal Institute of British
Architects (RIBA) for her role in its establishment.
She serves on the boards of the Children’s Museum
Jordan and the Institute for Palestine Studies in Beirut.
Jardaneh is also the founder of Tarwida Podcast, a
platform dedicated to Palestinian culture, history, and
contemporary thought. She has held senior leadership
positions in the pharmaceutical and banking sectors,
leading corporate social responsibility initiatives.

Sirin Masri

Sirin Masri believes that beauty is measured not
by what we see, but by what we experience. A
visionary at the intersection of design, art, and
culture, she creates places that inspire connection,
ignite curiosity, and enrich everyday life.Guided
by the ©belief that creativity can transform
communities, Masri has dedicated her journey to
championing artists, nurturing cultural dialogue,
and shaping environments where people feel a
sense of belonging. Holding a master's degree in
Interactive Telecommunications from NYU, Masri
translates ideas into concept-driven artistic and
cultural experiences.Masri is the Creative Director
at Ayla Oasis, Agaba - Jordan and the founder of
WUJUD, a contemporary art foundation dedicated
to creating multidisciplinary artistic and cultural
experiences. WUJUD provides a vibrant space
where contemporary Arab perspectives meet world-
class artistic practices, inspiring creativity, fostering
dialogue, and opening new possibilities for cultural
exchange.

Friends of Festival
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Saeed Saeed

An entrepreneur, investor and family business
owner whose work sits at the intersection of
business building, technology, and meaningful
human experiences. Over the years, he has been
involved in several ventures across different sectors,
including retail, experience design, construction,
manufacturing and real estate development. Most
recently, he founded Maestros and Conductors
Holding, and with most recent investment in Lerah.
Studio. Today, Saeed is increasingly focused on
investing in companies and exploring how Al
technologies may shape the future of business. For
Saeed, Al is a new way to question our frameworks
of thinking, making us re-examine our own
creative model and surfing into our cognitive and
assimilation abilities.

Amal Nasser

Amal Nasser has a Master of Science degree in Nutrition
from Texas Woman’s University as well as a Master’s
degree in International Management from Thunderbird
School of Global Management, Arizona. Nasser is a
registered dietitian in the Academy of Nutrition and
Dietetics, USA and has over 30 years of experience in
the field. She founded Anana Wellness in Amman, with
a focus on nutrition, consulting, exercise, food delivery
and a general holistic living approach promoting the
importance of the mind, body and soul. Amal is a
certified Personal Nutrition Coach and has partnered
with SimSim, a Middle Eastern recipes app dedicated
to helping users cook delicious Arabic food at home to
promote healthy eating!

Zahi W. Khouri

Zahi W. Khouri, a Palestinian- American born in Jaffa,
is the Founder and former Chairman and CEO of The
Coca-Cola Co Palestine and is the co-founder of key
publicly held companies in Palestine such as Paltel and
Padico, the largest holding company in the country.
He is a general partner of the first innovation fund in
Palestine, the Ibtikar Fund. Heis presently the Chairman
of NGO Development Center in Jerusalem (NDC) and is
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees at Dar Al Kalima
University in Bethlehem. Mr. Khouri is a recipient of the
Business for Peace Award 2015, Oslo, Norway and the
merit of the “Cavaliere” from the Republic of Italy. He
was a finalist in the Global Thinkers Forum for 2017. Mr.
Khouri holds an M.B.A. from INSEAD, Fontainebleau,
France and an M.Sc. from Stuttgart, Germany.

Friends of Festival
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About Amman International Film Festival

About Amman International Film Festival - Awal Film (AIFF)

Guided by this year's theme, Beyond the Frame, this seventh edition, the Amman International Film Festival
- Awal Film (AIFF) returns to celebrate cinema that encourages us to look beyond what is immediately
visible. This year's programme brings together stories that reveal the unseen, films that uncover the histories,
emotions, and social realities that exist beyond the image itself.

As the region's leading festival dedicated to first achievements in cinema, AIFF continues to champion
emerging voices while bringing exceptional Arab and international films to Jordanian audiences. This year's
official selection comprises 82 films from 27 countries, including 10 world premieres, two international
premieres, and five Arab premieres, offering a rich panorama of contemporary filmmaking from the Arab
world and beyond. The Festival's four competition sections present the Black Iris Awards, Jury Awards, the
FIPRESCI Prize, and an expanded Audience Award programme.

Beyond its four competitive sections, and as part of its ongoing commitment to supporting Jordanian
filmmakers, the Festival introduces Made in Jordan, a new programme highlighting six films and projects
developed through educational programmes and specialized training initiatives. As well as its first-ever Film
Exhibition, expanding the cinematic experience beyond the screening room. This year's Spotlight on Tunisian
Cinema celebrates one of the Arab world’'s most influential and artistically adventurous cinematic traditions
through a retrospective of landmark works spanning three decades.

AIFF remains a meeting place for filmmakers, audiences, and industry professionals. Through post-screening
discussions, public conversations, industry events, and initiatives that extend the festival beyond Amman
and make selected screenings accessible to deaf and hard-of-hearing audiences, the Festival continues to
foster dialogue, discovery, and meaningful cultural exchange.

Beyond the Frame is both an invitation and a challenge: to look beyond the obvious, question familiar
perspectives, and discover the stories that continue long after the credits roll.

About AFID 2026

Amman Film Industry Days (AFID) offers a comprehensive program of networking opportunities, project
support, masterclasses, workshops and panels designed to empower filmmakers in Jordan and the region.

AFID features three competitive pitching platforms for projects in development and post-production,
with a professional jury granting cash and in-kind awards. The Amman Film Market continues to connect
filmmakers with funders, partners and distributors, while offering additional awards through strategic
industry partners.

This year, in collaboration with the Royal Film Commission - Jordan, AFID introduces The Short Film
Incubator, a new development program supporting Jordanian short film projects through mentorship,
script development, dossier preparation and pitching training, culminating in a dedicated pitching session
and development award during AFID.

Together, these platforms reflect AFID’s ongoing commitment to nurturing creative talent and supporting
the next generation of storytellers in Jordan and across the Arab region.
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When Martin Scorsese famously said that “cinema is a
matter of what’s in the frame and what’s out”, he was
speaking about the intentionality behind each choice of
frame: the words, the images, the music and the ideas
that have been meticulously chosen, and those that have
been deliberately left out. But of course, everything that
has been left out - what lies beyond the frame- is also
where lies the art, including the intentions with which
these choices were made.

And in this 2026 edition, we look at the stories but also
at the intentionality behind those stories, the why, as well
as the what and the how and the when. We discuss the
role of cinema and that of the filmmaker in times of deep
existential crisis, such as the one we are experiencing in
our region.

From the cotton fields of Sudan to the ruins of Aleppo,
from the backstreets of Tangiers to the streets of Lagos,
this year’s selection maps a world where people search
for dignity, connection and belonging against the odds.

The Arab Feature Narrative Competition brings together
eight films that reflect the full range of contemporary
Arab storytelling: intimate domestic dramas, road movies,
absurdist comedies and urgent social thrillers.

Alongside them, our Arab Documentary Competition
offers seven films of rare power, among them a daughter’s
search for her disappeared father in Libya, the restoration
of an abandoned cinema in Jenin, and a return to the cells
of Saidnaya. Together, they remind us that documentary
cinema is not simply record-keeping. Beyond that
particular frame, there is a reckoning.

Our Non-Arab Feature Competition widens the lens, drawing
parallels between struggles and dreams that transcend
geography, from apartheid-era South Africa to the outskirts
of Madrid to the delivery routes of New York City. The world
shares a lot of the same essential stories, but the language
and specific characters make them each unique.

We also turn our gaze to Tunisian cinema, honouring
decades of bold filmmaking through a curated
retrospective of six landmark works. It consistently
looked beyond the frame, challenging social conventions
and enriching the repertoire of Arab cinema through its
artistic and thematic boldness.

This year, we are proud to introduce two new sections.
“Made in Jordan” shines a spotlight on emerging
Jordanian filmmakers, showcasing the creative ambition
of the next generation. Our inaugural Film Exhibition,
built around Nicolas Wadimoff’s documentary “Who
Is Still Alive?”, invites audiences beyond the screening
room into an immersive installation experience in which
survivors from Gaza tell their story.

Which takes me back to the intentionality of what lies
Beyond the Frame and reminds me of the great author
Toni Morrison, who wrote, at another time when the world
was “bruised and bleeding”: “This is precisely the time
when artists go to work. There is no time for despair, no
place for self-pity, no need for silence, no room for fear. We
speak, we write, we do language. That is how civilisations
heal.” And that is also what is beyond the frame.

| hope you enjoy all that this carefully curated 7th edition
of our AIFF has to offer, in the beautiful city of Amman:
both on and off the screen.
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Seven editions into the life of this Festival, one thing has
become clear: the frame we began with is no longer enough
to contain what it has become. What started as a professional
film event, open and accessible to a broad and diverse
audience, has grown into a regional platform that attracts
voices from every direction. Today, the Festival continues to
expand beyond the boundaries we first imagined, reaching
further with the support of its partners, its Board, its team
and the companionship of filmmakers and cinema lovers.

Amman itself, with its many layers and stories, is also being
reframed in the global cinematic imagination, moving beyond
familiar stereotypes. The Festival, which extends far beyond
film screenings and industry projects, plays an essential role
in broadening the city’s image and presenting it to the world
as it truly is. And because Jordan cannot be reduced to its
capital or to one segment of its population, the Festival
reaches audiences across the country’s governorates,
embracing their diversity.

Over the course of these seven editions, each Festival theme
has emerged from our reading of the moment we are living,
reflecting the realities around us. Art, in all its forms, is
inseparable from its social, economic and political context.
Last year, we acknowledged that the world had become
“unscripted”, hoping that filmmakers might help guide
it back toward meaning. This year, we widen the lens and
invite audiences to take a bolder step: to look beyond the
frame itself, beyond what is immediately visible, and beyond
conventional ways of thinking.

This year’s edition is filled with stories that cannot be
contained by the screen alone. Many films truly begin once
they end in the cinema. We want audiences to leave the
theatre carrying questions and reflections with them, taking
them into the streets and into their everyday lives, rather
than leaving the film behind in the auditorium.

In our region, asking what lies within the frame and beyond
it, carries an additional weight. When funding is conditional,
distribution networks are obstructed, and unspoken
restrictions are imposed on certain stories, the acts of
writing, filming and producing become forms of liberation.
Meanwhile, the stories that have yet to be told remain
somewhere within our individual or collective memory,
waiting for someone to give them voice.

At a time when machines generate thousands of images
in a single instant, only human beings remain capable of
creating meaning. Amid this unprecedented flood of visuals,
our vision has not necessarily become any clearer. Perhaps
that is precisely why the cinema remains such an exceptional
space: a place where no algorithm dictates what we should
feel, and where we can agree or disagree about what we see
without one perspective erasing another.

Ultimately, this is what we celebrate in our seventh edition:
films that resemble one another as much as they differ, much
like the audiences who gather to watch them. In the shared
experience of cinema and in everything that follows it, the
encounter remains inevitable, if only for a moment.
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((( v About The Royal Film Commission - Jordan:
Qg” The Royal Film Commission-Jordan (RFC) isa public institution withadministrative and financial

e O o autonomy, establishedin 2003 withamandate to promote forand contribute tothe development
MYl iyl

The ROYAL FILM COMMISSION i : . ;
JORDAN workshops, screenings and provides production support services.

of an internationally competitive Jordanian audio-visual industry. The RFC organizes training

From ancient civilizations and breathtaking deserts to vibrant cities and lush valleys, Jordan offers filmmakers an
extraordinary diversity of locations within just a few hours' drive. The Royal Film Commission — Jordan's Production
Services Department is your trusted production partner, providing seamless support from permits and govern-
ment coordination to location scouting, customs facilitation, and access to experienced local crews. Combined

with a cash rebate of up to 45%, Jordan is where remarkable stories come to life.

The Jordan Film Fund (JFF)

Founded and financed by The Royal Film Commission — Jordan (RFC) in 2011, the Jordan Film Fund (JFF) supports
Jordanian and Arab filmmakers by funding cinematic projects across key stages of production. Through its annual
call for applications, JFF offers support for Jordanian feature narrative and documentary projects in development,
production, post-production, and marketing & distribution. It also supports Arab feature narratives through
co-production, encourages regional collaboration, and funds Jordanian short films across narrative, documentary,
experimental, and animation categories.

Rooted in a commitment to the Jordanian narrative, JFF champions local stories, cultural perspectives, and films
created for children.

The Regional Training Department (RTD) at the Royal Film Commission - Jordan
designs and implements advanced project-development labs for Arab filmmakers,
screenwriters, producers, and creative teams. Through programs focused on

feature-narrative films and series development, producing, and post-production, RTD
supports projects at different stages of its creative and professional journey, contrib-
uting to the growth of Arab storytelling and strengthening Jordan’s role as a regional
hub for film development and creative exchange.

I.Jordan Cinema Academy (JCA)

The Jordan Cinema Academy (JCA), established by RFC in partnership with the German Jordanian University, is a
specialised academy for cinematic arts education. Through its four-semester, 16-month diploma program, JCA
combines hands-on training with theoretical education, covering many disciplines including screenwriting,
directing, cinematography, editing, sound design, and production. The program culminates in a graduation short
film, preparing aspiring filmmakers for careers, in the local and international film and television industries

www.film.jo
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One of the greatest pleasures of programming a film festival
is discovering how films begin to speak to one another.
As | watched hundreds of film submissions over the past
year, made in different countries by filmmakers who have
probably never met, a pattern was organically emerging,
forming unexpectedly overlapping contemplations about
home, memory, resilience, and hope. Moreover, they were
rarely built around grand events, but rather trusted small
nuances and ordinary lives to reveal something much larger.

A young girl is asked to bake a birthday cake, only for
the task to reveal the crushing weight of dictatorship and
international sanctions. Two lovers try to rebuild their life
together, only to discover that the fate of their relationship
cannot be separated from the fate of their city. A young
architect’s pursuit of love and success gradually exposes
the invisible structures of class and privilege. A healer’s
quest to confront an ancient curse becomes an encounter
with a community’s buried traumas. Two friends embark on
what appears to be an ordinary road trip, only to capture
the hopes and frustrations of an entire generation. A
broken refrigerator triggers an absurd confrontation with
bureaucracy. Two brothers searching for answers after their
father’s death uncover the hidden dynamics of power that
govern their lives.

To me, this has been a reminder that films in our region
rarely exist in isolation. They unfold in the space between
the filmmaker and society, where the individual experience
becomes merely a point of departure, inviting us to reflect
on history, society, politics, and faith. Again and again, we
often speak about discovering films, but in truth, it is the
films that discover us and remind us of who we are.
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Across both this year’s Arab Documentary Competition
and the Non-Arab Feature Competition, one idea quietly
connects every film: the people closest to us become the lens
through which we understand the world. Whether shaped
by war, migration, political upheaval, memory or personal
loss, these films remind us that history is never experienced
in the abstract; it is lived around the family table, between
parents and children, between lovers, siblings and lifelong
friends.

In the Arab documentary programme the filmmakers return
to personal archives, family histories and intimate encounters
to confront larger questions of conflict, displacement,
dictatorship, identity and survival. Rather than documenting
history from a distance, they place themselves inside it,
allowing deeply personal stories to illuminate collective
experiences shared across the region. Together, the films
reveal remarkable resilience, but also tenderness, humour
and hope in places where one might least expect them.

The international selection explores the many forms that
family can take. From a father attempting to reconnect with
his sons amid political turmoil in Nigeria, to an ageing couple
confronting memory and forgiveness, to stories of migration,
chosen families and hidden truths, these films reveal how love
continues to endure even as the world around it changes.
They are deeply rooted in their own cultures, yet speak a
universal emotional language that transcends borders.

What makes this year’s programme particularly special
is its belief that cinema can bridge the personal and the
political without sacrificing either. Every film invites us into
a unique world while reminding us that our fears, our joys
and our longing to belong are fundamentally shared. Across
continents and cultures, these filmmakers offer stories that
encourage us not only to witness different lives, but to
recognise something of ourselves within them
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THE IMAGE
THE SCREEN
EXPECTATIONS.

Experience films that reveal what lies outside the

frame stories that challenge, connect and inspire us to
see the world through new eyes.

JOIN US

FOR THE 7TH AMMAN
INTERNATIONAL FILM
FESTIVAL

BOOK HERE
WWW.AIFF.JO

Discover new perspectives from
26th July to 3rd August 2026 at the Amman
International Film Festival - Awal Film






FIRST & LATEST.:

A Conversation with Dora Bouchoucha

:‘Jaallg JoVI
dubgiiigs6)3 &o Jlgn

This yearly conversation presents accomplished
and renowned filmmakers, offering a closer
look at their work and at how their filmmaking
style has evolved over the years.
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This year, AIFF welcomes one of the
Arab world's most influential producers
and mentors, Dora Bouchoucha, for a
conversation exploring a lifetime dedicated
to championing cinema, discovering new
voices, and shaping the future of filmmaking
across the Arab world and Africa.
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More than a producer, Bouchoucha has played a
defining role in building the ecosystem of Arab cinema.
Since establishing Nomadis Images in 1994, she has
produced and co-produced an impressive body of award-
winning films, collaborating with some of the region's
most celebrated filmmakers, including Raja Amari and
Mohamed Ben Attia. Her productions—from “Satin Rouge”
and “Hedi” to “Behind the Mountains”, “Aisha Can't Fly
Anymore”, and “Safe Exit”—have premiered and received
major awards at the world's leading film festivals.

Equally significant is her commitment to nurturing new
generations of filmmakers. Through initiatives such
as Sud Ecriture, the Carthage Film Festival Projects
Workshop, and Takmil, she has mentored countless
directors and screenwriters, helping
promising ideas into internationally acclaimed films.
Her influence extends far beyond the projects she has
personally produced, reaching across the Arab world,
Africa, and the wider Global South.

transform

Throughout her career, Bouchoucha has also held key
leadership positions within international cinema. She
has directed the Carthage Film Festival, led major
international film funds, served on juries at Berlin,
Venice, Shanghai, and FESPACO, and contributed to the
selection of Arab and African films at the Venice Film
Festival. Her longstanding commitment to cinema has
earned her numerous distinctions, including France's
Commander of the Order of Arts and Letters, Tunisia's
Grand Officer of the Republic, and membership in the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

In this special conversation, Dora Bouchoucha reflects
on three decades of producing independent cinema,
supporting emerging talent, and navigating the changing
realities of international co-production. She will share her
perspective on discovering stories, developing filmmakers,
and building sustainable careers, while offering audiences
a rare glimpse into the creative and strategic decisions
that shape the films long before they reach the screen.

We invite you to join us for an inspiring conversation
with one of the architects of contemporary Arab
cinema, whose vision continues to shape the region's
cinematic landscape both on and off the screen.

A Conversation with Dora Bouchoucha
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OPENING
FILM

SOPHIA
Dhafer L’Abidine (Tunisia)
Tunisia, United Kingdom



SOPHIA

Director Dhafer L’Abidine (Tunisia)

Tunisia, United Kingdom \ Arabic, English | Subtitles: English
Thriller, Dramal| 2025 | All Audiences | 115 mins

Against the wishes of her father, Emily travels from London to Tunisia
in the hopes of reconnecting her daughter, Sophia, with her estranged
husband. The unthinkable happens when Sophia disappears, and lies
and deceit quickly ensnare the broken family. Emily’s world is flipped
upside down as she races against time to find her daughter.

Festivals Manchester Film Festival - Best Director Award
and Awards: \arrakech International Film Festival
Beverly Hills Film Festival

Director’s Biography

Dhafer L'Abidine is a Tunisian actor, writer, director, and producer
with a career spanning British television, international cinema, and the
Arab world. After graduating from the Birmingham School of Speech
and Drama, he appeared in series including Dream Team, Spooks, The
Looming Tower, and The Eddy, as well as films such as Children of
Men and Sex and the City 2. Regionally, he gained wide recognition
through Maktoub, Halawat El Donia, and Arous Beirut. His directorial
debut, Ghodwa, won the FIPRESCI Prize in Cairo, while To My Son
received Best Film and a screenwriting distinction at Hollywood’s
Arab Film Festival.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Dhafer L’Abidine
Cinematography: Willie Nel
Editing: Hafedh Laaridhi

Cast: Dhafer L'Abidine, Jessica Brown Findley,
Kais Setti, Jonathan Hyde, Hiba Abouk, Zied
Ayadi, Souad Ben Slimane

Production: Dhafer L'’Abidine

Opening Film 2lioVl rolio
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ARAB FEATURE
NARRATIVE COMPETITION

A SAD AND BEAUTIFUL WORLD ROQIA
Cyril Aris (Lebanon) Yanis Koussim (Algeria)
Lebanon, USA, Germany, Saudi Algeria, France, Qatar, Saudi Arabia

Arabia, Qatar

BEHIND THE PALM TREES THE PRESIDENT’S CAKE

Meryem Benm’Barek (Morocco) Hasan Hadi (Iraq)

Morocco, France, Belgium, Qatar Irag, USA, Qatar

COMPLAINT NO. 713317 THE SETTLEMENT

Yasser Shafiey (Egypt) Mohamed Rashad (Egypt)

Egypt Egypt, France, Germany, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia

COTTON QUEEN WHERE THE WIND COMES FROM

Suzannah Mirghani (Sudan) Amel Guellaty (Tunisia)

Sudan, Germany, France, Palestine, Tunisia, France, Qatar

Qatar, Saudi Arabia

These films offer an intimate glimpse into Arab lives in the midst of transformation: streets in
Beirut changing beyond recognition, homes in Sudan straining under the weight of time, and
relationships tested in lraq as politics and everyday life become increasingly entangled. The
works move between Tunisia, Egypt, Sudan, and Morocco, as characters struggle to maintain their
balance in a world that changes without warning. A young man searches for his place in a city that
closes in on him; a woman grapples with a reality far removed from her dreams; and a young girl
discovers that even the simplest things can become a battleground. Each film captures a moment
of transformation and asks what becomes of ordinary life when it ceases to be ordinary.






Jury - Arab Feature Narrative Competition

Hend Sabry

Actress

Tunisia

Hend Sabry is one of the Arab world’s most prominent stars. Over the course of her career, she has appeared in more
than 50 film and television productions, collaborating with renowned directors such as Sherif Arafa and Marwan
Hamed. She has starred in Arab films that gained international recognition, including "The Silences of the Palace”
and "Four Daughters”, which was nominated for an Academy Award. She has also achieved major commercial
success through films such as "lbrahim EI Abyad”, "The Blue Elephant 2”7, "Kira & El Gin”, “The Yacoubian Building”,
and "The Treasure”. In television, she gained widespread acclaim for "Finding Ola”, which topped Netflix charts
across the Arab world, as well as for her performances in “Halawat El Donia”, "Ayza Atgawez”, and "Moftarag Toroq”.
She returned during Ramadan 2026 with the series "Manaa” and is set to appear alongside Ahmed Helmy in the upcoming
film "Ad’af Khalgoh”. Throughout her career, she has received more than 40 awards, including the prestigious Faten Hamama
Excellence Award and France’s Order of Arts and Letters. She is also widely recognized for her humanitarian work and
advocacy for women’s rights, refugees, and Gaza.

Joana Hadjithomas
Filmmaker and artist
Lebanon

Filmmakers and artists, Joana Hadjithomas and Khalil Joreige explore the making of images and representations, the
construction of imaginaries, and the writing of history. Their works create connections between photography, video,
performance, installation, sculpture, documentary, and fiction cinema, including "Je Veux Voir” (2008), “A Perfect Day”
(2005), "The Lebanese Rocket Society” (2012), and "Memory Box” (2021). Over the years, they have received awards at
major international film festivals, while their artworks have been presented in leading exhibitions and collections worldwide.
In 2017, they were awarded the prestigious Marcel Duchamp Prize for their art project “Unconformities”. Their long-term
research draws on personal and political archives, traces of the invisible and absent, hidden histories, and the archaeological
layers of cities. Born in Beirut, Lebanon, they currently live and work between Beirut and Paris.

Khalid Abdalla
Actor
Egypt

Khalid Abdalla is a multi-disciplinary British-Egyptian actor and activist. Best known for his roles in projects such as The
Crown, The Day of the Jackal, The Kite Runner, United 93, Green Zone, In the Last Days of the City, Mnemonic and The
Square, amongst others, he is also known for his advocacy and campaigning. His debut play, Nowhere, part response
to events in Gaza and his experience of revolution in Egypt, is currently touring the world to critical acclaim. He was an
Executive Producer on the historic Together for Palestine concert at Wembley Arena in the UK last year, and he is an
honorary fellow of Queens’ College Cambridge.

Tareq Al Nasser
Composer
Jordan

Tareq Al Nasser is one of the Arab world’s most influential composers, renowned for pioneering a distinctive modern
Arabic musical movement that bridges heritage and contemporary expression. Over a career spanning decades, he
has composed acclaimed soundtracks and scores for some of the most celebrated Arab television dramas, including
The End of a Brave Man, Brothers of the Earth, The Predators, Kings of Cults, Letters of Love and War, and King
Farouq, which earned the Golden Award at the Cairo Festival of Arab Media in 2007. In 2001, he composed the
soundtrack for A Royal Tour, the internationally broadcast documentary featuring His Majesty King Abdullah Il of
Jordan. In 1998, he founded the Rum Group, an ensemble blending Eastern and Western musical traditions while
drawing inspiration from Jordanian, Arab, and global heritage. Beyond composition, Al Nasser is dedicated to
preserving and reimagining musical heritage, mentoring young musicians, and promoting cultural dialogue through
music. His work has been presented across the Middle East, Europe, Central Asia, North and South America.
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Director (Lebanon)

Lebanon, USA, Germany, Saudi Arabia, Qatar | Arabic
Subtitles: English | Social Drama|2025|18+ | 109 mins

Nino and Yasmina first fall in love as teenagers in a school courtyard,
dreaming of a bright future together. Twenty years later, a chance
reunion rekindles their romance instantly. As they build a life together
in Lebanon, navigating marriage, parenthood, and mounting financial
pressures, Nino’s once-thriving restaurant begins to falter, placing
increasing strain on their relationship. Set against the backdrop of Beirut,
a city shaped by instability and uncertainty, Nino’s unwavering optimism
often clashes with Yasmina’s more grounded realism, while both grapple
with the growing desire to leave behind the country they deeply love.

Festivals
and Awards

Director’s Biography

Lebanese writer-director Cyril Aris has built an acclaimed body of work
that has screened at major international film festivals worldwide. His short
film The President’s Visit (2017) premiered at the Toronto International Film
Festival and went on to screen at more than 100 festivals internationally.
In 2018, his first feature documentary, The Swing, premiered at the
Karlovy Vary International Film Festival. His second feature documentary,
Dancing on the Edge of a Volcano (2023), supported by the Sundance
Institute, premiered in the main competition at Karlovy Vary, where it
received a Special Jury Mention, before screening at leading festivals
including BFI London Film Festival, CPH:DOX, DOC NYC, and more than
80 festivals worldwide. Aris holds an MFA from Columbia University and
is a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

Jordanian Premiére
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Arab Feature Narrative Competition dLglnll dullgul A=l AoVl Ao

BEHIND THE PALM TREES

Director Meryem Benm'Barek (Morocco)

Morocco, France, Belgium, Qatar | Arabic and French
Subtitles: Arabic, English \Drama, Thriller 2025 | 18+/94 mins

Aspiring architect Mehdi dreams of a future beyond inheriting his
father’s construction business. While seemingly headed toward
marriage with his loyal girlfriend Selma, he becomes drawn to Marie,
the restless daughter of wealthy French expatriates living in Tangier.
As Mehdi tries to navigate and manipulate the conflicting desires
and expectations of the women around him in pursuit of a better
future, his choices gradually set him on a path toward inevitable
tragedy.

Festivals Marrakech International Film Festival
and Awards  Ciemamed the Brussels Mediterranean Film Festival
Sydney Film Festival

Director’s Biography

Born in Rabat, Morocco, Meryem Benm’'Barek grew up between
Morocco, France, and Belgium. She began her career in 2010 in the
Directing program at INSAS in Brussels, where she directed several
short films, including JENNAH, which was selected by multiple
international festivals and shortlisted for the 2015 Oscars. In 2018,
her debut feature film, SOFIA, won the Best Screenplay Award in
the Un Certain Regard section at the Cannes Film Festival, followed
by several international accolades.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Meryem Benm'Barek, Fyzal Boulifa Cast:
Kounc

Cinematography: Son Doan

Editing: Christel Dewynter

Production: T ductions, Furyo Films
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Director (Egypt)

Egypt | Arabic | Subtitles: English
Comedy | 2025 | All Audiences | 80 min

Magdy and Sama, a retired couple in their 60s, live quietly in
their Cairo apartment. Their calm routine is disrupted when their
fridge breaks down. What should be a simple repair spirals into a
months-long battle with a shady maintenance company. As the
fridge remains unfixed, so does everything else, pushing them to
confront not only the cracks in the system but also in their own
sense of purpose.

Festivals
and Awards

Director’s Biography

Yasser Shafiey is an Egyptian filmmaker who began his creative
career as a jewelry designer after graduating from the Faculty of
Applied Arts in 2006. His passion for cinema led him to study at
the Academy of Arts in Cairo and the Jesuit Cinema School. He
has written and directed three award-winning short fiction films,
all selected for international festivals. His 2018 film Intense Practice
to Improve Performance premiered at the Cairo International Film
Festival and went on to win several awards globally, including the
Cervantes Award at the MedFilm Festival in Rome and Best Comedy
at the Rome Independent Cinema Festival. Complaint No. 713317
(2025) is his first feature film.

Jordanian Premiére
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Arab Feature Narrative Competition dLglnll dullgul A=l AoVl Ao

€,

COTTON QUEEN

Director Suzannah Mirghani (Sudan)

Sudan, Germany, France, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia
Arabic| Subtitles: Arabic, English and Sign Language | Drama
2025 | All Audiences | 93 mins

In a cotton-farming village in Sudan, fifteen-year-old Nafisa learns
about life and love under the watchful eye of her grandmother, the
powerful village matriarch Al-Sit. But when the arrival of a young
businessman from abroad threatens to disrupt their way of life
with a new development plan, Nafisa suddenly finds herself at the
center of a power play to determine the village’s future. Awakening
to her own strength, Nafisa must negotiate between modernity
and tradition in a defiant drive for personal choice. Neither she
nor her community will ever be the same again.

Festivals Goteborg Film Festival

and Awards Chicago International Film Festival

Luxor African Film Festival - Jury Prize for Best Film

Director’s Biography

Suzannah Mirghani is a writer, researcher, and independent filmmaker
of Sudanese and Russian heritage whose work studies identity and
stories from the Arab world. A graduate in media and museum studies,
she has authored and edited several academic publications. She
wrote, directed, and produced short films including “Hind’s Dream”
(2014), “Caravan” (2016), and “Al-Sit” (2020), which won the Canal+
Award at Clermont-Ferrand International Short Film Festival. “Al-Sit”
also received six awards at Oscar-qualifying festivals, including AFI
Fest and LA Shorts. Her experimental short “Virtual Voice” (2021)
premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Suzannah Mirgha
Cinematography: Frida Marz
Editing: Amparo Mejias, Simon Blasi, Frank Muller
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Director (Algeria)

Algeria, France, Qatar, Saudi Arabia | Arabic
Subtitles: Arabic, English | Horror, Drama
2025 | 18+]| 93 mins

In 1993, after a car crash leaves Ahmed with amnesia, he returns to his
village where nothing feels familiar—not his wife, nor his children. His
youngest, frightened by his bandaged face, fears him deeply. Each
night, strange visitors whisper litanies in an unknown tongue. Who are
they? And why does his so-called friend, the neighbour, make him feel
so uneasy? In the present, an ageing Raqgi battles Alzheimer’s. As
possessed people speak in foreign tongues and violence rises, Ahmed
fears regaining his memory, while the disciple fears that his master’s
decline may unleash an ancient evil.

Festivals
and Awards:

Director’s Biography

After training at La Fémis, Yanis Koussim directed several short
films, including “Khouya” (awarded at Locarno and Amiens, and
part of the Official Selection at Clermont-Ferrand) and Khti.
He later contributed to the documentary "A Summer in Algiers:
the Night”, premiered at the Palais de Tokyo, and co-wrote the
screenplays of | Still Hide to Smoke” by R. Obermayer as well as "El
Zahia”, the next feature of Adila Bendimerad and Damien Ounouri.
He is the founder of Plateaul9, a collective of filmmakers advocating
for independent cinema in Algeria.

Jordanian Premiére
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Arab Feature Narrative Competition dLglnll dullgul A=l AoVl Ao

THE PRESIDENT’S CAKE

Director Hasan Hadi (lraq)

Iraq, USA, Qatar

Arabic | Subtitles: English

Drama | 2025 | All Audiences | 103 min

While people across 1990s lraqg struggle to survive the war and
food shortages, Saddam Hussein requires each school in the
country to prepare a cake to celebrate his birthday. Despite
her efforts to avoid getting picked, 9-year-old Lamia is chosen
among her classmates. The young girl must now use her wits and
imagination to gather ingredients for the mandatory cake or face
the consequences.

Festivals Cannes Film Festival - Camera d’Or, Directors’ Fortnight
and Awards: People’s Choice Award
Miskolc International Film Festival - FIPRESCI Award
Stockholm International Film Festival - Best Debut Feature
Award

Director’s Biography

Hasan Hadi is an Iraqi writer/director. Hasan grew up in southern Iraq,
during wartime, and over the years worked in journalism, production,
and as an adjunct professor at NYU’s Graduate Film Program. He
received the Gotham-Marcie Bloom Fellowship, the Black Family
Production Prize and the Sloan Foundation Production Award. He is a
2022 Sundance Lab Fellow and the recipient of the 2022 Sundance/
NHK Award, SFFILM Rainin Grant, and Doha Film Institute Grant for
his feature debut, THE PRESIDENT'S CAKE.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Hasan Hadi
Cinematography: Tudor Vladimir Panduru RSC
Editing: Andu Radu
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Arab Feature Narrative Competition

THE SETTLEMENT

Director Mohamed Rashad (Egypt)

Egypt, France, Germany, Qatar, Saudi Arabia
Arabic | Subtitles: English and Sign Language
Drama | 2025 | All Audiences | 93 mins

After their father dies in a workplace accident, Hossam (23) and
his 12-year-old brother Maro are offered jobs at the factory as
compensation in exchange for dropping legal action. Living in a
marginalized community in Alexandria, the two brothers struggle
with grief while working alongside the man responsible for their
father’s death. As tensions rise inside the factory, they begin to
question whether the accident was truly accidental.

Festivals El Gouna Film Festival - Bronze Star for Best Narrative Film
and Awards: Oran International Arab Film Festival - Silver Wihr Award
Afrikaldia Film Festival - Audience Award

Director’s Biography

Mohamed Rashad is an Egyptian director, writer, and producer with
a civil engineering degree from Alexandria University. After studying
filmmaking at the Jesuit Cultural Film School of Alexandria, he
directed the short films “From Afar” (2005) and “Maxim” (2007).
He later worked as an assistant director on several films, including
“Coming Forth by Day”, and co-founded Hassala Films with Hala
Lotfy. In 2016, he directed the documentary “Little Eagles”, which
won awards at Malmo and Luxor festivals. He also produced Ramez
Youssef’'s documentary “The Profession”. His debut feature fiction
film, “The Settlement”, premiered at Berlinale’s Perspectives section.

Jordanian Premiére
Screenplay: Mohame ashad
Cinematography: Mahmoud Lotfi
Editing: Heba Othman

Production: Hala Lotfy
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Arab Feature Narrative Competition dLglnll dullgul A=l AoVl Ao

WHERE THE WIND COMES FROM

Director Amel Guellaty (Tunisia)

Tunisia, France, Qatar | Arabic | Subtitles: Arabic, English
Comedy, Drama | 2025 | All Audiences | 100 mins

Alyssa, 20, and Mehdi, 23, are lifelong friends from a poor suburb
of Tunis. Alyssa struggles with family responsibilities after her
father’s death, while Mehdi, a sensitive artist, feels guilty for
being unemployed despite his diploma. To escape their difficult
lives, they rely on humor and imagination. When they discover
a drawing contest in Djerba offering an internship in Germany,
they see a chance for a better future. They steal a car and begin
a road trip across Tunisia, where their friendship is tested.

Festivals Sundance Film Festival

and Awards: Toronto Arab Film Festival - Jury Award for Best Feature Film

El Gouna Film Festival - El Gouna Star for the Best Arab
Narrative Film

Director’s Biography

Amel Guellaty is a Tunisian director and photographer.
In 2017, she wrote and directed her first short fiction, BLACK MAMBA,
which was selected in over 60 international film festivals and won 20
awards. It was also broadcast by Canal+ and Italy’s RT Channel. In 2021,
Amel made her second short fiction, CHITANA. She has also directed
several commissioned documentaries and commercials for prestigious
brands such as Dior, Montblanc, and IWC. As a photographer, her work
has been published in various magazines such as Elle France and has
participated in numerous international exhibitions.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Amel Guellaty
Cinematography: Frid
Editing: Amel Guellaty, Ghalya Lacroix,
Malek Kammoun

Cast: Slim Bacce
Lobna omane

Production: Karim Aitouna, Asma Chiboub

car, Sondos Belhassen, Eya Bellagha
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ARAB FEATURE
DOCUMENTARY COMPETITION

ANTI CINEMA HABIBI HUSSEIN

Ali Saeed (Saudi Arabia) Alex Bakri (Palestine)

Saudi Arabia Palestine, Germany, Saudi Arabia, Sweden
BIRDS OF WAR MY FATHER AND QADDAFI

Janay Boulos (Lebanon), Jihan K. (Libya)

Abd Alkader Habak (Syria) Libya, USA

Syria, UK, Lebanon

DO YOU LOVE ME THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SUN
Lana Daher (Lebanon) Tawfik Sabouni (Syria)
Lebanon, France, Germany, Qatar Belgium, France, Saudi Arabia
FLANA

Zahraa Ghandour (Iraq)
lraqg, France, Qatar

In this documentary programme, stories emerge from scattered fragments: lost archives in Beirut,
a city without a national memory; places like Jenin, transformed faster than their inhabitants could
preserve them; and the faces of long-forgotten women in Iraq, carrying histories that were never
recorded. These works take us from Libya to Syria, where prison survivors seek to reclaim their
voices, through Saudi Arabia and on to Palestine. Each film opens a door onto a world threatened
with disappearance, piecing together what remains through testimonies that cannot be heard
anywhere else. Here, the camera becomes a hand gathering what has been broken, giving memory
a new chance to endure.
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| Arab Feature Documentary Competition




Arab Feature Documentary Competition

Christian Frei
Director and Producer
Switzerland

Swiss director and producer Christian Frei is considered one of today’s most innovative and compelling
documentary filmmakers. “War Photographer” (2001) was nominated for Best Documentary Feature at
the 74th Academy Awards. “The Giant Buddhas” (2005), “Space Tourists” (2009), “Genesis 2.0” (2018) and
“Saudi Runaway” (2020) were screened in competition at the Sundance Film Festival, where he won the
World Cinema Directing Award in 2010. From the very start of his career, Frei established a reputation as an
exacting documentarist, with a perfect grasp of his subjects. His films are considered to be humanistic and
universal, as much as subtle and insistent. In 2026, Frei received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the
International Documentary Film Festival ZagrebDox in Croatia. From 2010 to 2022 he held the position of
President of the Swiss Film Academy.

Dalia Al Kury
Director
Jordan

Dalia Al Kury is a film director whose films explore the resilience and political unconscious of the everyday
hero in the Arab World. Her work exhibits in festivals and galleries around the world. Dalia holds an MA from
Goldsmiths university, and a PhD in artistic research from the Norwegian film school.

Rabab Haj Yahya
Documentary Editor
Palestine

Rabab Haj Yahya is a Palestinian documentary editor based in New York. Most recently, she edited the
Oscar-shortlisted “Coexistence, My Ass!”, which won multiple awards, including the U.S. Documentary
Special Jury Award at Sundance. Her credits include the Critics’ Choice Award-nominated “"Speed Sisters”
(Netflix), “The Feeling of Being Watched” (POV), which Variety called “a real-world conspiracy thriller,”
the Oscar-shortlisted "How We Get Free” (HBO), the Emmy-nominated “Another Body, The Legend of the
Underground” (HBO), and the Emmy-nominated “Apart” (PBS). Rabab has served as an editing advisor
at the Sundance Institute Documentary Edit and Story Lab and as a mentor for Chicken & Egg Films and
the Karen Schmeer Film Editing Fellowship. She is a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences.
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THE JURY

| Fipresci Award

HEERELEW S Leticia Alassé

Paulo Portugal




Jury - Fipresci Award

Israa Radaydeh
Film Critic and Journalist
Jordan

Israa Radaydeh is a Jordanian film journalist, critic, and member of FIPRESCI (International Federation of Film Critics). With
over 17 years of experience covering cinema across the Arab world and internationally, she writes for Al-Ghad and Al-Araby Al-
Jadeed and has reported from major film festivals, interviewing acclaimed filmmakers and serving on international jury panels.
She is also a member of the Advisory Board of Meta Cinema Forum, contributing to discussions on film industry development
and positioning across the region. Her work focuses on evaluating films within their artistic, cultural, and narrative contexts,
with a particular interest in emerging voices and regional cinema. In addition to her journalism, she is the founder of
Nawal Film Strategy and PR, specializing in film publicity, strategic positioning, and communication across regional and
international markets.

Leticia Alassé
Journalist, Researcher, and Film Critic
Brazil

Leticia Alassé is a French-Brazilian journalist, researcher, and film critic based in Paris. Since 2016, she has worked as
an international correspondent and film critic for CinePOP, and she is also an International Voter for the Golden Globes.
A member of FIPRESCI and Abraccine, Leticia regularly covers major global film events—including
Cannes, Berlin, Toronto, and Rio—and serves on international festival juries, such as the El Gouna Film
Festival in Egypt, the International Author Film Festival in Rabat, Morocco, and Cinélatino in France.
She holds a degree in Social Communication from Fluminense Federal University (UFF, Brazil) and a Master’s degree in
Culture and Communication from Paris 8 University (France). Her research examines the intersections of discourse analysis,
psychoanalysis, and film criticism, focusing on the European gaze on Global South cinema.

Paulo Portugal
Film Critic and Journalist
Portugal

Paulo Portugal is a PhD investigator at Nova - FCSH (Lisbon), exploring the area of new cinephilia. He's been a freelance
film journalist for the past three decades, covering various international festivals, such as Cannes, Berlin, Venice, London,
Locarno, Toronto, and Rio de Janeiro, among others. He has also served as a member of FIPRESCI juries (among others,
Cannes, Berlin, Venice, Miami, Yerevan, and Zanzibar). He's the founder of Somos Humanos association, promoting the
encounter with film and human rights.
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ANTI CINEMA

Director Ali Saeed (Saudi Arabia)
Saudi Arabia | Arabic | Subtitles: English
Documentary | 2025 |13+ | 118 mins

The film tells the fascinating story of Saudi cinema from within,
tracing the generation of Saudi children who grew up in the 1980s
with a passion for movies at a time when there were no cinemas
in the country. They faced numerous challenges in a society that
opposed cinema. The film also uncovers the cinematic life that
existed in Saudi Arabia before 1979, investigating the earliest
screenings and film productions through an engaging narrative
told by the pioneering figures of Saudi cinema. It is a documentary
journey that spanned five years of research and exploration,
offering a living testament to a passion that never faded despite
the obstacles.

Festivals Cairo International Film Festival - Salah Abu Seif
and Awards Special Jury Award

Director’s Biography

A Saudi filmmaker and writer, Ali Saeed has written and directed many
award-winning works, including the films “Green Lemon”, “Compass”,
and “Antidote”. His short narrative film “Old Phone Number” was
selected as the opening film of the Saudi Film Festival in 2022, and won
the Best Arab Film Award at the Bahrain International Film Festival in
2023, as well as the Jury Award at the Jerusalem International Film
Festival in Gaza in 2022. He has written numerous cinematic and
cultural articles for Saudi and Arab newspapers, and has published
three books on literature and culture.

Jordanian Premiére

Cinematography: Hassan Saeed,
Mohammad Al Yousef

Production: Hassan Saeed, Ali Saeed

Editing: Ahmed Al-Jaroudi, Hamza Tounsi
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Arab Feature Documentary Competition | dlLiglall dudsilioll A=)l AoVl Ao

BIRDS OF WAR

Director Janay Boulos (Lebanon),
Abd Alkader Habak (Syria)

Syria, UK, Lebanon | Arabic | Subtitles: English
Documentary | 2026 | All Audiences | 84 mins

From besieged Aleppo to the confines of a London newsroom,
Lebanese journalist Janay Boulos and Syrian activist/cameraman
Abd Alkader Habak retrace their love story, using their vast personal
archives stretching over 13 years of revolutions, war and exile. Can
their love survive distance, danger, and differences?

Festivals Sundance Film Festival - Special Jury Award for Jour-
and Awards: nalistic Impact

Thessaloniki Documentary Film Festival - Human Rights in
Motion Award, FIPRESCI Prize, Silver Alexander, WIFT Award

Visions du Réel - Audience Award

Director’s Biography

A Lebanese journalist and documentary filmmaker based between
Lebanon and London, Janay Boulos has extensive experience in
news, television production, digital media, and field production. She
is currently working on several documentaries for international media
organizations, including Al Jazeera and The New York Times, as well
as her second feature-length documentary, “Until the Buzzing Stops”.

A Syrian cinematographer, activist, and documentary filmmaker, Abd
Alkader Habak has documented six years of the Syrian revolution.
Based between London and Syria, his work blends journalism and
human rights narratives, exploring themes of identity, exile, and
return. He is currently working on two short documentaries, as well
as his second feature film, “Until the Buzzing Stops”.

Arab Premiére

Cinematography: Janay Boulos, Production: Sonja Henrici

Abd Alkader Habak
Editing: Will Hewitt
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DO YOU LOVE ME

Director Lana Daher (Lebanon)

Lebanon, France, Germany, Qatar | Arabic, French, English

Subtitles: Arabic, English | Documentary | 2025 |18+ | 75 mins

“Do You Love Me” is a playful and personal journey through
Lebanon’s audiovisual memory, composed entirely of archival
footage. It is a love letter to Beirut, spanning 70 years of film,
TV, home videos, and photography, exploring the Lebanese
collective psyche - marked by joy and intimacy, destruction
and loss. Through the eyes of citizens, filmmakers and artists,
the film reconstructs a fragmented history in a country without
a national archive, celebrating creative expression as both
resistance, renewal and a way to preserve memory.

Festivals Venice Film Festival - Giornate degli Autori

and Awards  ampurg Film Festival - Political Film Award of the Fried-
rich-Ebert-Stiftung
DocPoint - Helsinki Documentary Film Festival - Best
International Documentary

Director’s Biography

Lana Daher is a filmmaker based in Beirut, Lebanon. Her work lives in
the space between documentary and fiction, bringing different time
periods and emotional landscapes into dialogue. Her debut feature,
“Do You Love Me” — eight years in the making — is an essay film that
rewrites Lebanon’s fragmented audiovisual history, tracing memory,
grief, and the persistence of joy. It is accompanied by a website
(doyouloveme.film), an index of the film’s research and Lebanese
cinema. She holds a BFA from the American University of Beirut and
an MA from Goldsmiths, University of London. She is an IDFAcademy
alumna and the founder of My Little Films.

Jordanian Premiére

Editing: Qutaiba Barhamiji Production: Jean-Laurent Csinidis,

Lana Daher
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FLANA

Director Zahraa Ghandour (lraq)
Iraqg, France, Qatar | Arabic| Subtitles: Arabic, English

Documentary | 2025 | All Audiences | 85 mins

“Flana” takes its title from the Iragi term used to describe nameless
or forgotten women. In this personal documentary, Ghandour returns
to her childhood house, once shared with her aunt Hayat, a Baghdad
midwife, to seek answers about her childhood friend Nour, who
disappeared over twenty years earlier. The search reveals the hidden
reality of families abandoning their daughters. A chance encounter
with other survivors offers a glimmer of hope that Nour may still be
alive. The documentary weaves a vibrant past, illuminated through
Aunt Hayat’s archive, with the unsettled present, highlighting the
powerful societal forces that shape the lives of Iragi women.

Festivals Toronto International Film Festival

and Awards: Cairo International Film Festival - Special Mention
Duhok International Film Festival - Special Mention

Director’s Biography

Based in Baghdad, Zahraa Ghandour (b. 1991) is a self-taught
filmmmaker, actress and producer. She began as a writer-director of
TV documentaries. Her debut doc, “Flana”, premiered in the main
competitions at TIFF, IDFA and Cairo; as an actress she has won
several international awards. Zahraa produced “Burning Voice” (Anna
Bruun Ngrager), which premiered in the Human Rights Competition at
CPH:DOX 2026.1n 2022, she founded I1Q:Docs to screen documentaries
and run expert workshops for Iragi youth.

Arab Premiére

Production: Zahraa Ghandour,
Marc Berdugo, Barbara Conforti

Cinematography: Jocelyne Abi Gebrayel
Editing: Ahmed Abd
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HABIBI HUSSEIN

Director Alex Bakri (Palestine)

Palestine, Germany, Saudi Arabia, Sweden
Arabic, English, German | Subtitles: Arabic, English
Documentary | 2025 | All Audiences | 93 mins

Cinema Jenin has stood abandoned for twenty years when a
German NGO arrives to restore it. Hussein Darby, the cinema’s
former projectionist, is determined to reclaim his place.
Armed only with an antique toolbox, he struggles to prove his
expertise against modern technology and foreign engineers.
The film explores the complexities of development aid in
Palestine while paying tribute to a fading cinema culture.

Festivals Busan International Film Festival

and Awards Cairo International Film Festival - The Shadi Abdel Salam
Award for Best Film
International Film Festival Rotterdam

Director’s Biography

Alex Bakriis a Palestinian filmmaker whose work spans cinematography,
acting, and editing. Over the past decade, he has built a career as an
editor, contributing to acclaimed films such as “Taste of Cement”,
“Octopus”, and the Oscar-nominated “Of Fathers and Sons”. “Habibi
Hussein” marks his directorial debut in feature filmmaking.

Jordanian Premiére
Cinematography: Alex Bakri
Editing: Alex Bakri
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MY FATHER AND QADDAFI

Director Jihan K. (Libya)
Libya, USA | Arabic, English, French

Subtitles: Arabic, English
Documentary | 2025 | All Audiences | 88 mins

In “My Father and Qaddafi”, Jihan pieces together a father she barely
remembers. In 1993, Mansur Rashid Kikhia, a former Libyan diplomat,
human rights lawyer and peaceful opposition leader to Qaddafi,
disappeared from his hotel in Egypt. For 19 years, Jihan’s mother,
Baha Al Omary, a strong-willed Syrian-American artist, searched
for him, launching the family into an international political maze.
Through fading memories, encounters with family members and
her father’s peers, and historical archival footage, Jihan’s search for
the truth evolves into a deeper curiosity, drawing her closer to both
her father and her Libyan identity.

Festivals Venice International Film Festival - Nominated for the
and Awards: Golden Globes Impact Prize for Documentary by Arte-
mis Rising Foundation
Marrakech International Film Festival - Jury Prize
Doha Film Festival - Best Documentary

Director’s Biography

Jihan K. was born in exile and raised in Paris while her father, a Libyan
human rights lawyer, was the peaceful opposition leader to Qaddafi’s
regime. After her father disappeared from Cairo, her family lived
between the United States and France, while her mother, a Syrian
artist, fought for justice in an international campaign. Jihan received
her BA in International and Comparative Politics with a concentration
in Human Rights, Philosophy, and International Law and her MA in Art
Education and Storytelling.

Jordanian Premiére

Production: Jihan K., Andreas
Rocksén, William Johansson Kalén,
Dave Guenette, Mohamed Soueid, Sol
Guy, Valentina Castellani-Quinn

Cinematography: Jihan K., Micah Walker,
Mike McLaughlin

Editing: Alessandro Dordoni, Chloé
Lambourne, Nicole Halova
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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SUN

Director Tawfik Sabouni (Syria)

Belgium, France, Saudi Arabia | Arabic | Subtitles: English
Documentary | 2025 |13+ | 88 mins

Years after his release from Saidnaya, the infamous Syrian prison
known as ‘the other side of the sun’, filmmaker Tawfik Sabouni
returns to confront and reclaim the memory of his captivity.
Following the collapse of the Assad regime, Sabouni invites four
fellow survivors of Saidnaya to revisit the site of their imprisonment
through carefully constructed reenactments of daily rituals,
gestures, and moments of survival. Filmed inside the former prison,
the reenactments become a means to express what language alone
cannot contain, and to restore what systematic violence tried to
erase: voices, stories, and humanity.

Festivals Berlin International Film Festival

and Awards

Director’s Biography

Tawfik Sabouni is a Belgian-Syrian filmmaker and screenwriter from
Damascus. Passionate about theater and filmmaking from a young
age, he initially studied law due to the absence of film schools in
Syria. During the Syrian revolution, he was imprisoned in Saidnaya for
documenting with his camera what the state tried to erase. After his
release, he fled to Belgium, where he studied film directing at INSAS
- Institut Supérieur des Arts. He also studied acting, and worked in
radio and television. His short films “On the edge of madness” and
“Stateless” have screened internationally. Drawing from personal
experience, Sabouni creates deeply emotional films exploring
collective testimony and reclaimed memory.

Arab Premiére

Cinematography: Sameer Orabi Production: Julie Freres (Dérives -

Belgium), Jean-Baptiste Bonnet (Habilis

Editing: Dani Abo Louh Productions - France)
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Jordan’s
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NON-ARAB FEATURE
COMPETITION

A FADING MAN OUR SECRET

Welf Reinhart (Germany) Grace Passd (Brazil)

Germany Brazil, Portugal

LAUNDRY SLEEPLESS CITY

Zamo Mkhwanazi (South Africa) Guillermo Galoe (Spain)

South Africa, Switzerland Spain, France

LUCKY LU WE BELIEVE YOU

Lloyd Lee Choi (Canada) Charlotte Devillers, Arnaud Dufeys (Belgium)
Canada, USA Belgium

MY FATHER’S SHADOW
Akinola Davies Jr. (Nigeria, UK)
Nigeria, UK

In this competition, stories unfold within confined spaces: a courtroom in Belgium, an apartment
in New York, or a room in the outskirts of Madrid. Characters confront brutal laws, secrets that
grow with every attempt to conceal them, and family bonds that shift under the pressure of an
unforgiving reality. From apartheid-era South Africa to a Brazilian home weighed down by what
remains unsaid, to a young Romani boy watching bulldozers inch closer to the fragile world
he calls home. Each film offers a distinct experience: a confrontation with a system, a struggle
with memory, an attempt to understand the meaning of family when it becomes greater than an
individual can bear. These are works that place human beings at the center of the storm, observing
how they reshape themselves in its wake.



THE JURY

' Non-Arab Feature Competition




Jury - Non-Arab Feature Competition

Brillante Mendoza

Director

Philippines

One of the most prominent and influential Filipino filmmakers today, Brillante Mendoza is known for his
neo-realist direction and his depiction of social realities and the lives of ordinary people in extraordinary
circumstances. Mendoza is the first Filipino to have competed and won at the Big Three international film
festivals. His film “Captive” competed at the Berlinale, while “Tirador” (Slingshot) won the Caligari Film
Award. At the Venice Film Festival, “Thy Womb” won the La Navicella Venezia Cinema Award, while "Lola”
was nominated for the Golden Lion. In 2009, he became the first Filipino to win the Best Director Award at
the Cannes Film Festival for “Kinatay”. In 2014, he was awarded France’s Chevalier dans I'Ordre des Arts et
des Lettres in recognition of his contributions to cinema and the arts.

Saleh Bakri
Actor
Palestine

Saleh Bakri is a Palestinian actor who began his career on stage before moving into film. He gained early
recognition in Palestinian cinema with Annemarie Jacir’s “Salt of This Sea”, which premiered at Cannes and
became Palestine’s official Academy Award submission. He starred alongside his father, Mohammad Bakri, in
“Wajib” and collaborated with Elia Suleiman in “The Time That Remains” and Rashid Masharawi in “Laila’s Birthday”.
Bakri has appeared in international projects including “Salvo,” Critics’ Week Grand Prize winner at Cannes;
the Royal Court Theatre’s production of “Fireworks”; and Valerio Rocco Orlando’s video installation “Dialogue
with the Unseen”. He starred in Farah Nabulsi’s “The Present”, which earned an Academy Award nomination
for Best Live Action Short Film; Maryam Touzani’s acclaimed feature “The Blue Caftan”; Annemarie Jacir’s
"Palestine 36”; and Cherien Dabis’s “"All That’s Left of You”.

Suad Bushnaq
Music Composer
Jordan

Suad Bushnag is an award-winning composer and a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences whose work spans over 60 feature films, shorts, documentaries, and television series. A graduate
of McGill University and the Canadian Film Centre, she brings global influences to a diverse body of work.
Her feature credits include “Yunan” (Berlinale), “American Doctor” (Sundance), “Hanging Gardens” (Venice),
“Hobal”, and “Flight 404" starring Mona Zaki. Her short film scores include “Kentucky Gaza” (Clermont-
Ferrand), “Corvine” (Tribeca), and “Night” (Locarno). Her series include “Momken” by Amin Dora, “Al Batal”
by Al Laith Hijjo, Netflix's “Crashing Eid”, and the BAFTA-winning “Secret World of Sound” with David
Attenborough. Bushnag has received two Canadian Screen Music Awards, two Hollywood Music in Media
Awards, and a record five Canadian Screen Award nominations.
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Non-Arab Feature Competition | Ayl e dublgul Aol Ayl o

A FADING MAN

Director Welf Reinhart (Germany)

Germany | German | Subtitles: Arabic, English
Romance, Drama, Comedy | 2026 | 18+ | 102 mins

Hanne and Bernd’s marriage has gradually lost its spark over the
years. Everything changes when Kurt, Hanne'’s ex-husband, arrives at
their door, his dementia having erased all memory of a divorce thirty
years earlier. When the couple takes him in temporarily, a long-lost
lightness returns to their marriage. Yet his return also reopens old
wounds and raises difficult questions: What remains of love when
memory fails? Who are we when the lives we have lived are erased?
As Hanne finds herself drawn toward both men and Kurt’s condition
continues to deteriorate, she faces a crossroads that will reshape
her life once again.

Festivals International Film Festival Rotterdam
and Awards Riviera International Film Festival - Student Jury Award

Uruguay International Film Festival

Director’s Biography

Welf Reinhart was born in 1995 in Wlrzburg. He first studied in Kassel and
later studied feature film directing at the University of Television and Film
(HFF) in Munich. His short film “Rooms” screened at numerous Academy
Award-qualifying festivals and won, among other honors, the Student
Academy Award in Los Angeles in 2022. “A Fading Man” is his first feature-
length film. It celebrated its world premiere at the Tiger Competition of the
Rotterdam IFF.

Arab Premiére

Screenplay: Tunde Sautier, Welf Reinhart
Cinematography: Micky Graeter
Editing: Ulrike Tortora, Welf Reinhart

Cast: Dagmar Manzel, August Zirner,
Harald Krassnitzer

Production: Philipp Maron, Tristan
Béahre, Louis Merki
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Non-Arab Feature Competition | Gyl pé dusigul Aol o

LAUNDRY

Director Zamo Mkhwanazi (South Africa)

South Africa, Switzerland
English, Zulu | Subtitles: Arabic, English
Drama | 2025 | All Audiences [106 mins

Enoch has one hope: that his son, Khuthala, will take over the family
laundry business. But this is 1968, and in apartheid South Africa,
the state is systematically dismantling Black businesses. As the
government tightens its grip, Enoch is forced to bend the rules to
keep the laundry running. When those efforts backfire, and he’s
arrested, the burden falls to Khuthala. But Khuthala wants no part
of it. The laundry business is his father’s dream, not his. His heart
belongs to music, to jazz, and to a band on the verge of touring
the United States. He throws himself into that dream, neglecting
the business as it begins to unravel.

Festivals Toronto International Film Festival
and Awards Mgarrakech International Film Festival
Santa Barbara International Film Festival

Director’s Biography

Zamo Mkhwanaziis a South African filmmaker bornin Durban and raised
in Umlazi. A graduate of the University of Cape Town, Zamo is known
for her lyrical, character-driven work that centers the lived experiences
of everyday people caught in extraordinary circumstances. Her short
filmn PHILIA marked her directorial debut in 2011. She followed this with
THE CALL, which premiered at Clermont-Ferrand and screened at the
Toronto International Film Festival. Her Cannes Directors’ Fortnight
debut came with GALLO ROJO, and she was later selected for both the
Toronto Talent Lab (2016) and Berlinale Talents (2017). Her last short
film, SADLA, premiered at Sundance in 2020.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Ntobeko Sishi, Siyabonga Shibe,
Bukamina Cebekhulu, Zekhethelo Zondi,
Tracy September

Production: Akka Films, Kude Media,
Mojo Entertainment LLC, RTS Radio
Télévision Suisse

Screenplay: Zamo Mkhwanazi
Cinematography: Gabriel Lobos

Editing: Christine Hoffet, with the
collaboration of Ael Dallier Vega
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LUCKY LU

Director Lloyd Lee Choi (Canada)

Canada, USA \ English, Mandarin | Subtitles: English
Drama | 2025 |13+|103 mins

“Lucky Lu” follows an immigrant in New York City whose world
unravels over two days. Lu, a Chinese delivery driver who dreams
of owning a restaurant, believes he is beginning a new chapter after
securing a modest apartment ahead of his wife and daughter’s
arrival from China. But his hopes quickly give way to crisis as he
races between mounting debts and broken promises, desperately
trying to salvage what remains of his dream. Beyond one man’s
struggle, the film reveals a wider network of immigrant communities
rebuilding their lives from scratch, clinging to what cannot be taken
from them: dignity and resilience.

Festivals Cannes Film Festival - Directors’ Fortnight

and Awards Golden Horse Awards - Best New Director, Best Leading Ac-

tor, Best Original Film Score
El Gouna Film Festival - Silver Star for Narrative Film

Director’s Biography

Lloyd Lee Choi is a Korean-Canadian writer/director based in Brooklyn. His
debut feature, “Lucky Lu”, premiered at Cannes Directors’ Fortnight and
is based on his short film “Same OIld”, which had its world premiere at
the 75th Cannes Film Festival. Lloyd'’s recent short film, “Closing Dynasty”,
won the Crystal Bear for Best Short Film at the 73rd Berlinale and the
Audience Award at SXSW, among other honors. Lloyd is also a recipient of
the Sundance NHK Award and the TIFF/CBC Screenwriters Award for his
script “Yakult Ajumma”, as well as the TIFF/CJ ENM K-Story Award for his
script “Prodigy”.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Lloyd Lee Choi
Cinematography: Norm Li
Editing: Brendan Mills

Cast: Chang Chen, Fala Chen
Carabelle Manna Wei

Production: Destin Daniel Cretton
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MY FATHER'S SHADOW

Director Akinola Davies Jr. (Nigeria, UK)
Nigeria, UK | English | Subtitles: English
Drama| 2025 | 13+ | 94 mins

To a child, a father is an elusive figure. Akinola Davies Jr. builds his
film around this absence. Over a single day in Nigeria in June 1993,
an estranged father takes his two sons to Lagos. In the background
unfolds the country’s first free election in years and a fragile hope
for the end of military rule, politics seeping into the boys’ day like
air. Davies Jr. films with the eye of a visual artist, and Lagos bursts
with color and noise. The film resists explanation; everything is
experienced through the senses of two children who do not yet
understand the world but absorb it in its entirety.

Festivals Cannes Film Festival - Camera D’Or - Special Mention

and Awards British Independent Film Awards - Best Director
BAFTA Awards - Outstanding Debut by a British Writer,
Director, or Producer

Director’s Biography

Akinola Davies Jr. is an acclaimed British-Nigerian filmmaker,
writer, and artist-in-residence at Somerset House in London.
He gained international recognition for directing the Sundance
Award-winning short film “Lizard” (2020) and making history
with his semi-autobiographical debut feature film, “My Father’s
Shadow” (2025).

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Wale Davies, Akinola Davies
Cinematography: Jermaine Canute Edwards
Editing: Omar Guzman Castro

Cast: Sope Dirisu, Chibuike Marvellous
Egbo, Godwin Egbo, Akerele David
Production: Rachel Dargavel, Funmbi
Ogunbanwo
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OUR SECRET

Director Grace Passo (Brazil)

Brazil, Portugal \ Portuguese | Subtitles: Arabic, English
Drama | 2026 |18+|104 mins

A Black Brazilian family in the city of Belo Horizonte tries to rebuild
their home after a recent loss. Caught between memories and
nightmares, and unable to express what they feel to each other,
a mother and her children shield themselves from the pain of
grief through their individual routines. Only the youngest child
understands the secret that the house holds within its four walls
and tries to reveal it to the others, only to fall on deaf ears. Finally,
confronted with the truth, they face the deep roots of their grief
and come together to traverse this moment with love and courage.

Festivals Berlin International Film Festival
and Awards Cinél atino

Buenos Aires International Festival of Independent Cinema

Director’s Biography

Grace Passo (1980) is a Brazilian director, screenwriter and actress. She has
a long career in theater and has received many awards for her work. As a
film actress, she was awarded Best Actress at the Torino International Film
Festival (Italy), and was twice awarded at Brasilia FF and Rio de Janeiro IFF.
She directed the short film “Republic” and the medium-length film “Dazed
Flash”, co-directed with Ricardo Alves Jr., which was part of Berlinale 2019
in the Forum Expanded section. “Our Secret” is her first feature film.

Arab Premiére

Screenplay: Grace Passd
Cinematography: Wilssa Esser, DAFB
Editing: Gabriel Martins, Eva Randolph

Cast: Robert Frank, Efraim Santos,
Jéssica Gaspar, Flip, Ju Colombo, Marisa

Mateus Aleluia, Nanego Lira, Tassia Reis
Production: Ricardo Alves Jr
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SLEEPLESS CITY

Director Guillermo Galoe (Spain)
Spain, France | Spanish, French| Subtitles: English
Drama | 2025 | 18+ | 97 mins

Toni, a 15-year-old Roma boy, lives with his family in Europe’s largest
illegal settlement on the outskirts of Madrid. Proud to belong to his
family of scrap metal dealers, he follows his grandfather everywhere.
But as demolitions move closer and closer to their land and his
grandfather remains determined to stay, Tony must choose what
must be left behind, and what is worth fighting for.

Festivals Cannes Critics’ Week - SACD Award

and Awards Doha International Film Festival - Best Narrative Award
Cambridge International Film Festival - Golden Punt Jury
Award

Director’s Biography

Born in Madrid, Spain, Guillermo Galoe’s work has premiered at Cannes,
San Sebastian, and IDFA. His short film “Aunque es de Noche” (2023)
premiered in the Official Selection of the Cannes Film Festival, where it
was nominated for the Short Film Palme d'Or before winning the Goya
Award for Best Fiction Short Film and later joining the César Awards
2025 Official Selection. Also in 2023, “As Gaivotas Cortam o Céu”
premiered at Quinzaine des Cinéastes in Cannes. His debut feature,
“Sleepless City” (2025), had its world premiere at Cannes Critics’ Week.
In 2020, he received the Princess of Girona Award for Arts and Literature.

Jordanian Premiére Cast: Antonio «Toni» Fernandez Gabarre, Bilal

Sedraoui, Jesus «Chuler Fernandez Silva, Felisa
Romero Molina, Pura Salazar, Francisca Jiménez
Production: Sintagma Films, Buena Pinta
Media, Encanta Films, Bteam Prods, Ciudad sin
suefo pelicula AIE, Les Valseurs, Tournellovision

Screenplay: Guillermo Galoe, Victor
Alonso-Berbel

Cinematography: Rui Pocas
Editing: Victoria Lammers
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WE BELIEVE YOU

Director Charlotte Devillers, Arnaud Dufeys (Belgium)
Belgium | French | Subtitles: Arabic, English
Drama | 2025 |18+ 78 mins

Today, Alice stands before a judge, knowing there is no room for
error. She must speak up for her children and confront their father
as he seeks to take custody of them, while she herself is judged for
her fear and silence. Caught between threats, doubt, and memories
scarred by violence, she struggles to make her children’s voices heard
before it is too late. A powerful and deeply realistic drama about a
mother fighting for her rights and those of her children, and about
the courage that emerges when a woman on the brink of collapse
must protect what matters most.

Festivals
and Awards Festival International du Film Francophone de Namur - Bayard
d’Or for Best Film & Bayard for Best Performance
Seville European Film Festival - Best Film, Best Actress & Best
Screenplay

Director’s Biography

Charlotte Devillers and Arnaud Dufeys co-wrote and co-directed
“We Believe You”. As a healthcare professional who often works with
victims of abuse, Devillers helped capture some of the more intimate
aspects of Youth Protection Court reality.

Dufeys, a filmmaker and producer, has received international awards
for his short films, including “Invincible Summer” (Berlinale 2024).
They are currently developing “Plaisir”, while Dufeys is also working on
two other full-length features: “Faire surface” and “Les caniculaires”.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Charlotte Devillers, Arnaud

Cinematography: Pépin Struye Marion de Nanteuil, Mounir Bennaoum

Editing: Nicolas Bier
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Berlin International Film Festival -Perspectives- Special Mention

Cast: Myriem Akheddiou, Laurent Capelluto, Natali
Dufeys Broods, Ulysse Goffin, Adéle Pinckaers, Alisa Laub,

Production: Arnaud Ponthiére, Arnaud Dufeys
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ARAB SHORT FILM
COMPETITION

32B
Mohamed Taher (Egypt)
Egypt

AICHA
Sanaa El Alaoui Morocco)
Morocco

ALL THIS DEATH (Lebanon)
Fadi Syriani

Lebanon, Germany, Qatar, Poland

ALYA
Yara Melki (Lebanon)
Lebanon

BIMO
Oumnia Hanader (Algeria)
France, Algeria

CLEANSE THE STREETS
Aysha Shahaltough (Jordan)
Jordan

CONE
Mark Ayman (Egypt)
Egypt

DO NOT PICK FLOWERS
Banan Hussein Elmanaseer (Jordan)
Jordan

| OWE YOU A TOUCH
Marwan Elshafie (Egypt)
Egypt, Saudi Arabia

I’M GLAD YOU’RE DEAD NOW
Tawfeek Barhom (Palestine)
Palestine, France, Greece

IS IT STILL ME
Joanna Arida (Jordan)
Jordan

NO LAND IN SIGHT
Eiman Alkhalifa (Sudan)
Sudan, Lebanon, United Arab Emirates

PASSPORT WEDDING
Abdallah Al-Ziyadi (Jordan)
Jordan

SALEM NOT SALEM
Omar Farooqg (Bahrain)
Bahrain

SALTED CARAMEL
Mustafa Khalaf (Iraq)
Germany

SOMEWHERE | BELONG
Youssef Handouse (Tunisia)
Tunisia

THE LAST MIRACLE
Abdelwahab Shawky (Egypt)
Egypt, Sudan, Germany

THE LIGHT THAT REMAINS
Youssef Guermazi (Tunisia)
Tunisia

THE MAN WHO STUMBLED
BY HIS WORDS

Mubarak Al-Zawba (Saudi Arabia)
Saudi Arabia

WHAT IF THEY BOMB HERE
TONIGHT?

Samir Syriani (Lebanon)
Lebanon

This collection of short films captures moments shaped by split-second decisions, in which there is no
time to think. Characters face impossible choices in Lebanon, confront the memory of a friend killed
in the name of honour in Jordan, and wait for news that never comes in Sudan, while other stories
unfold in Morocco and across the many landscapes of the Arab world. Each film captures a moment
of extraordinary intensity, like a small spark capable of setting everything around it alight. Short in
duration, these films leave an impact that cannot be measured in minutes.



THE JURY

| Arab Short Film Competition




Jury - Arab Short Film Competition

Ahmed Yassin Al Daradji
Writer and Director
Iraq

Ahmed Yassin is an award-winning lragi writer-director. His short film “Children of God” (2015) received
several international honours, including the Muhr Award for Best Arab Short, the FIPRESCI Award, the
Seoul Guro Award for Best Live Action Short, and the Jury Award at the Cannes Disabled Film Festival.
His debut feature, "Hanging Gardens” (2022), premiered at the Venice International Film Festival. The film
won the Golden Yusr for Best Feature Film and the Yusr Award for Best Cinematic Achievement at the Red
Sea International Film Festival, as well as the Jury Award at the Amman International Film Festival, among
other honours. It was also selected as Irag’s official submission to the 96th Academy Awards.

Majd Eid
Actor
Jordan

Majd Eid has quickly established himself as one of Jordan’s leading actors, receiving Best Actor awards at both
the Cairo and Doha Film Festivals in 2025. His performance as Ossama in Once Upon a Time in Gaza earned
him those awards and brought international attention when the film premiered in Cannes’ Un Certain Regard
section, where it won the Best Director Award. His work reflects a consistent interest in character-driven stories,
with roles in Gaza Mon Amour (Venice Film Festival), Farha (Toronto International Film Festival), The Alleys
(Locarno Film Festival), and the Miramax feature Inheritance. His upcoming projects include Boomah, which
premiered at the Shanghai International Film Festival, and Atonement, unveiled at Cannes in 2026. Together,
these roles mark a career that spans independent Arab cinema and international productions, reflecting a
growing presence across both regional and global film industries.

Tima Shomali
Writer - Director - Producer
Jordan

Tima Shomali is an award-winning Arab director, showrunner, producer, writer, and Founder & CEO
of Filmizion Productions. She rose to prominence with the hit series FemaleShow, which amassed
over 100 million views across three seasons. She holds a BA in Business Administration and
Finance and an MFA in Screenwriting and Producing from the Red Sea Institute of Cinematic Arts.
Tima is the creator, showrunner, and director of the Netflix Original AIRawabi School for Girls, a groundbreaking
series that earned regional and global acclaim. Released in 2021, its second season debuted in 2024,
reaching Netflix's Global Top 10 in 43 countries and winning Best Levant Series at the Joy Awards 2025.
Recognized for her impact on the region’s creative sector, Tima has been named among Arabian Business’s
Most Influential Young Arabs and its 2025 list of 100 Most Inspiring Women, listed by Variety among the
Most Impactful Women in Global Entertainment (2022), and featured on Esquire’s 2023 “The Esquire 40:
Arabs Changing Film & TV”.
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Arab Short Film Competition | 68l diye)l oAUVl o

32B

Director Mohamed Taher (Egypt)

Egypt | Arabic | Subtitles: English
Drama, Comedy | 2025 | All Audiences | 19 mins

In 2005 Cairo, a single dad is told his teen daughter needs a bra. His
clumsy attempt to bring it up leads to an excruciatingly awkward
conversation, followed by a nightmare of a bra-shopping trip. He
rehearses how to “introduce” it at home, only to be blindsided
when she strolls in, leaving him frozen, humiliated, and questioning
every parenting choice.

Festivals Carthage Film Festival - Tanit d'Or Award
and Awards 5103 Arab Film Festival - Jury Award

Souss International Film Festival for Children and Youth -
Silver Award

Director’s Biography

Mohamed Taher is a film director from Egypt. He received his MFA in
film from Savannah College of Art and Design. Throughout his career,
he has worked as an assistant director on several well-known Egyptian
films including “Eshtebak”, “Eyar Nari”, and “Barra El Manhag”. Lately,
he directed the second unit for critically acclaimed TV series “Lam
Shamsia” and “The Seventh Year’s Itch”. His debut short film, “32B”
(2025), won the Tanit d’Or at the Carthage Film Festival and multiple
European festival awards.

Jordanian Premiére
Screenplay: Haitham Dabbour
Cinematography: Mostafa Fahmy

Editing: Baher Rasheed Production: Red Star Films
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Cast: Mohamed Mamdouh, Hana Shiha, Ahmed Dash,
Jessica Hossam El Din, Gehad Hossam EI Din
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Arab Short Film Competition | 68l iyl oAVl o

AICHA

Director Sanaa El Alaoui (Morocco)

Morocco | Arabic | Subtitles: Arabic, English
Psychological horror | 2025 | 13+ | 25 mins

A 17-year-old girl struggles with an emotionally distant mother
as her life takes a tragic turn while the mother joins a mystic
ceremony to face her grief and the lost bond with her daughter.

Festivals Luxor African Film Festival - Silver Award Tutankhamun Mask

and Awards v iqwstone International Film Festival - Best Female Director
Afrykamera Film Festival - Audience Award

Director’s Biography

Moroccan director, scriptwriter, and Oxford University film scholar
pioneering the “horror for ancestral intervention” sub-genre.
Seamlessly blending academic theory with bold filmmaking, her
work actively dismantles colonial and Orientalist gazes. Sanaa’s
acclaimed narrative short, AICHA, secured a coveted spot on the
Academy Award long-list, winning two Best Director titles and over
15 international awards. A champion for Arab, Amazigh and African
narrative sovereignty, Sanaa co-founded Native Line, Morocco’s first
dedicated genre production house. She is also a member of Africa
No Filter.”

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Hind Dafer, Manal Bennani,
Mohamed Amine Kihal

Screenplay: Sanaa El Alaoui
Cinematography: Oskar Jan Krol

Editing: Michat Buczek Production: Native Line (Piotr

Kaczorowski)
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Arab Short Film Competition |

ALL THIS DEATH

Director Fadi Syriani (Lebanon)

Lebanon, Germany, Qatar, Poland
Drama |2025 | 13+ 16 mins

Every day, Vladimir wakes, reads the obituary section, and attends
funerals in a ritual shaped by grief and denial. Mourning the loss of
his wife, home, and a city collapsing into turmoil, he burns funeral
notices, refuses food, and repeats the same haunting routine. On
his daily path, he meets a young girl whose quiet presence slowly
alters his journey. In the end, Vladimir confronts not only personal
loss, but the destruction of his street, his safe haven, and an entire
city fading into oblivion.

Festivals Annecy International Animation Film
and Awards: gejrt Shorts Int'l Film Festival - Audience Choice Award
FujiFilm Short Film Festival - Best Narrative Award

Director’s Biography

Fadi Syriani is a Lebanese animator, writer, and director. His work
explores storytelling through animation, combining social themes
with poetic visual language. His latest short animated film All This
Death premiered at the Annecy International Animation Film
Festivalin 2025 and has screened and won awards internationally.
Fadi is the founder of the Youth Animation Platform (YAP), an
educational initiative dedicated to empowering young people
across Lebanon and the MENA region through animation and
filmmaking.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Fadi Syriani
Cinematography: Pierre Moarkesh,
Marcus llschner

Editing: Carine Doumit, Fadi Syriani
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Production: The Attic Productions,
Reynard Films
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Arab Short Film Competition | 68l iyl oAVl o

ALYA

Director Yara Melki (Lebanon)

Lebanon| Arabic | Subtitles: English
Drama, Coming of Age | 2026 |13+ | 17 mins

In Mount Lebanon, sixteen-year-old Alya comes of age under her
mother’s unyielding gaze and the judgment of society. Her first
love awakens a longing for freedom, but it also exposes the limits
of a world where reputation defines worth. Torn between youthful
desire and the rigid expectations around her, Alya is forced to
confront choices that push her beyond childhood and into an
unforgiving reality.

Festivals Beirut International Women Film Festival
and Awards Odense International Film Festival

Director’s Biography

Yara Melki is a Lebanese filmmaker based in London and an NYU Tisch
graduate. Her films explore the complexities of womanhood and Arab
identity, often telling nuanced stories that cross borders. She has
directed several short films, including Alya, shot in her home country
of Lebanon. Alongside directing, Yara produces internationally with
past projects made in Lebanon, Brazil, and the U.S., building a body
of work that bridges cultures and perspectives.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Joya Jabbour, Bilal Al Hamwi, Betty
Taoutel

Screenplay: Yara Melki
Cinematography: Cece Chan

Editing: Adriana Guevara Production: Farah Sawli, Yara Melki,

Phoebe Yung
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Arab Short Film Competition | 68l diye)l oAUVl o

BIMO

Director Oumnia Hanader (Algeria)

France | Arabic, French | Subtitles: Arabic, English
Drama | 2025 | All Audiences | 23 mins

Sihem tries as best she can to stand on her own feet in France,
when her mother calls to announce that her brother is making a
crossing to join her.

Festivals Cannes Film Festival - La Cinef
and Awards Premiers Plans d’Angers

Director’s Biography

Born in 1999 in Ténés, Algeria, Oumnia grew up in Marseille. ‘
After graduating from high school, she joined the University
of Poitiers and the Regional Conservatory of Dramatic Arts.
Holding a degree in Literature and Political Science, she decided
to travel across France, following the call of film sets and theater
stages as an actress. She discovered screenwriting alongside the
TRIBUDOM collective in Paris. Currently in her second year at La
CinéFabriqgue, she is writing her first fiction short film, AZIZ, for
which she was awarded at the Aflam Workshops in Marseille.
The project later received the Audience Award at the Eure
Screenplay Competition at Moulin d’Andé-CECI in 2023, the
Crystal Pen Award for Best Short Film Screenplay at the Valence
Scénario Festival 2023, the CNC Talent Award for Best Short Film
Project, and the Agence du Court Métrage Award at WIPP 2023.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Oumnia Hanader, Max Ramier Cast: Mohamed Bouchoucha, Oumnia
Cinematography: Julien Borel Hanader

Editing: Emma Escat Production: Alma Corre
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Arab Short Film Competition | 68l iyl oAVl o

CLEANSE THE STREETS

Aysha Shahaltough (Jordan)
Jordan |Arabic | Subtitles: English
Thriller | 2025 [+13 | 17 mins

Director

Two sisters, Batool, 20, and Rahaf, 17 are running for their lives,
driving a blue pickup truck through the middle of nowhere,
desperate to escape their father’s wrath after a daunting
incident. When their truck breaks down, a mysterious 40-year-
old man appears and offers to help on one condition: they give
him a ride. But as the road stretches ahead, they must confront
a darker truth that no distance can outrun: Can they ever truly
go home?

Red Sea International Film Festival
Short Shorts Film Festival & Asia
Beirut International Film Festival

Festivals
and Awards:

Director’s Biography

Aysha Shahaltough is a Jordanian actress, writer, and director
best known for her role as Vera in Netflix’s Jinn. She made her
directorial debut with Cleanse the Streets through the AFAC x
Netflix Supporting Women in Film Fund and later directed an
episode of the Jordanian television series Nas.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Aysha Shahaltough
Cinematography: Nicole Atalla
Editing: Jana Walid

Cast: Salsabiela, Laila Hzaineh, Ishag Elias.

Production: Rahmeh Al-Shmmas
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CONE

Director Mark Ayman (Egypt)

Egypt | Arabic |Subtitles: English
Psychological drama | 2025 | All Audiences | 20 mins

Hassan, a professor at a prestigious university, has a hard time
parking outside his new apartment because of the cones placed
by Mohamed, the garage attendant, to reserve spaces for his
customers. As hostility grows between them over the cone, Hassan's
life turns into a living hell, consumed by a paranoid obsession with
Mohamed's influence, until he becomes the very antagonist he had
been fighting all along.

Festivals
and Awards

Cairo International Film Festival

Director’s Biography

Born in 2001, Mark Ayman is an emerging Egyptian filmmaker
and AUC Film graduate who has worked as an assistant director
since age 16. His diverse films span genres like dance, thriller,
docu-fiction, psychological drama, and archival collage, winning
awards at local festivals. His graduation film “Cone” premiered
in Cairo International Film Festival's 46th Edition as part of the
short films competition.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Mark Ayman Cast: Nadim, Ahmed Mounir
Cinematography: Disha Hesham

Editing: Ahmed El Saaty
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Production: Zeina Ramy, Karma Abu Aly
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DO NOT PICK FLOWERS

Director Banan Hussein EImanaseer (Jordan)

Jordan| Arabic| Subtitles: English
Social drama |2025 | All Audiences | 13 mins

After her best friend is killed for honor, Sama is locked away and
ordered to forget. She escapes to cherish her friend’s legacy, aware

that the same code could be used against her.

Director’s Biography

Banan Hussain Elmanaseer is a Jordanian filmmaker and architect
basedin Amman. She has worked across several local and international
film and television productions in a variety of roles. Her work explores
memory, loss, and women'’s experiences. Her debut short film Do Not
Pick Flowers, which she wrote and directed, reflects her vision for
human-centered storytelling rooted in local culture and driven by
characters and their lived experiences. She is currently developing
her second short film.

World Premiére

Screenplay: Banan Hussein Elmanaseer Cast: Alaa Tayem, Isra'a Qaisi
Cinematography: Talha Almistarihy Production: Salsabeel Mahmoud
Editing: Lour Madanat Aljazzazi
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SHAPING THE NEXT GENERATION OF
PALESTINIAN FILMMAKERS

At Dar al-Kalima University, filmmaking. it is a means of
storytelling, creativity, and cultural expression.

Our Film Production Program guides students through
every stage of the filmmaking process, from concept
development and screenwriting to cinematography,
directing, sound, editing, and post-production. Working
across narrative, documentary, and experimental cinema,
students develop both artistic vision and professional
expertise.

The results speak for themselves. Our students and
graduates have presented their work at leading
international film festivals, including Cannes, and have
contributed to films that received Academy Award
nominations.

DON'T

WHERE

THE WORLD

DAR AL-KALIMA
UNIVERSITY

Dar Al-Kalima University, Empowering Creative
Voices In Film, Design, Arts & Culture

Find Us Online

Dar al-Kalima University

daralkalimauniversity
9 info@daralkalima.edu.ps

@ daralkalima.edu.ps

ROOTED IN PALESTINE. CREATING
STORIES FOR THE WORLD.

Mureir Mountain, Bethlehem,

/)\9 Palestine.

Phone: +970 2 275 7028

BE A TEMPLATE.
E "$C5da

fromsoda.com
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| OWE YOU A TOUCH

Director Marwan Elshafie (Egypt)

Egypt, Saudi Arabia | Arabic | Subtitles: English
Drama, Coming of Age | 2026 | 13+]| 14 mins

Following the unexpected death of his father, Seif embarks on
a quest to ritually cleanse himself before he can take part in
the burial rituals. But he encounters a series of physical and
psychological obstacles that make reaching the water—and
ultimately grieving—anything but simple. The film explores loss,
faith, and the grueling, convoluted nature of letting go and
coming of age.

Festivals Alexandria International Short Film Festival
and Awards The European Independent Film Festival - Award
for Excellence in Arab Filmmaking

Director’s Biography

Marwan Elshafie is an Egyptian filmmaker and actor with
extensive experience specializing in local and international film
distribution. He was recently recognized as one of the most
promising Arab talents in the field, earning a selective spot
in the inaugural Cannes Makers program at the prestigious
Cannes Film Market. Marwan’s industry activity includes deep
involvement with early-stage projects, having served as a Project
Coordinator for the Cairo Film Connections at the 42nd Cairo
International Film Festival. Furthermore, he is a leading voice in
education, regularly presenting workshops on film marketing and
distribution for institutions such as Sollywood in Saudi Arabia
and the Cairo Short Film Festival in Egypt and others.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Marwan Ashour, Dalia Ramzy, Mohamed
Fadl, Ahmed Elnabawy, Khaled Elbosaty

Production: Allaa Lasheen, AH Media
Productions

Screenplay: Abdelrahman Gaber
Cinematography: Adham Khaled
Editing: Yasser Azmy
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Director Tawfeek Barhom (Palestine) (Utniulo) gy §udgi 6/ a0l
Palestine, France, Greece | Arabic | Subtitles: English dujlaiyl:donyill | dupell | YUyl s (rhléd
Drama | 2025 | All Audiences | 13 mins a818a 1P | jlocll &roal| 1o | Lolya
Two brothers return to their childhood island; long-buried A iodigoao i wiloapniol odilgdn 6y yin oIl UeLd 1l vg =)
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together

Festivals Cannes Film Festival - Short Film Palme d’Or 16 rodpo Jraol duas)ldosull - Gilbipwl Yh Ulaao  wlilaydoll
and Awards: Chicago International Film Festival - Silver Hugo Aol gega 6jila — udoall Lileinwll gélaub Ylarao :jlgallg
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Tawfeek Barhom is an emerging Palestinian actor and director.
He gained recognition for his role in “The Cairo Conspiracy”,
where he played the lead character, and in “The Ghosts”, which
earned him a spot among the Revelations of the César Awards

T ) ) Wlioel iy
2025. In the same year, he made his directorial debut with the
short film “I'm Glad You're Dead Now”.
Jordanian Premiére Ul Lo Joll yay=ll
Screenplay: Tawfeek Barhom Cast: Ashraf Barhom, Tawfeek Barhom (0901 GL6gT g 6 Hil : Liod 0 G16q7 :qJ)liw
Cinematography: Giorgos Valsamis Production: Tawfeek Barhom, aypp jaiw A ogay §Logi @l 10Ul Uwgnjgn s gl
Editing: Lambis Charalambidis Alexandre Perrier iAoVl yuioV eliigo
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Arab Short Film Competition

IS IT STILL ME

Director Joanna Arida (Jordan)

Jordan| Arabic | Subtitles: English
Drama | 2026 | All Audiences | 19 mins

Fareeda, a 50-year-old artist, lives a quiet routine with her daughter
Rula. When Rula’s familiar warmth shifts into irritation and secrecy,
Fareeda grows uneasy. A weekend away promises relief, but
something still feels increasingly off. What is Rula hiding, and is
Fareeda ready for the truth?

Director’s Biography

Joanna Arida is a Jordanian filmmaker, writer, and actor with a
background in architecture. After her breakout role in Netflix’s
AlRawabi School for Girls, she shifted toward writing and directing,
graduating from New York Film Academy in 2024. Over the past two
years, Joanna has gained hands-on production experience across
creative departments. She has written around ten short scripts and
directed two short films. Her short film, Is It Still Me, was a recipient
of the Jordan Film Fund Grant 2024. She is actively developing her
first feature and currently works under Bassel Ghandour, whose film
Theeb won a BAFTA and was Oscar-nominated - shadowing his
writing and development process.

World Premiére

Screenplay: Joanna Arida Cast: Reem Saadeh, Saja Kilani
Cinematography: Omar Sawalha

Editing: Abdallah Sada Production: Leen Hamarneh
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NO LAND IN SIGHT

Director Eiman Alkhalifa (Sudan)

Sudan, Lebanon, United Arab Emirates | Arabic
Subtitles: English | Drama | 2025 | All Audiences |11 mins

Harrowing moments in which a Sudanese mother is waiting for
news from her son. When he finally calls, she discovers he’s fighting
a storm at sea. As their fragile connection deteriorates, her hope
for his survival fades.

Festivals Red Sea International Film Festival
and Awards: Fribourg International Film Festival

Director’s Biography

Eiman Alkhalifa is a Sudanese filmmaker based in the UAE whose
debut short film No Land in Sight explores family and war. The film
was selected as one of only five projects from the Arab world to
receive AFAC-Netflix funding. With over seven years in advertising
and branded content, Alkhalifa brings visual storytelling expertise to
her work. Her unigue perspective as a Sudanese national in the UAE
informs her exploration of displacement and identity, central themes
in her filmmaking.

Jordanian Premiére

Cast: Rihab Elkarrar, Suhanda Abubaker,
Mohamed Osman

Screenplay: Eiman Alkhalifa
Cinematography: Tara Alkhas

Editing: Rogaina Zeinelabdein Production: Zainab Abdelaziz
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Arab Short Film Competition | 68l diye)l oAUVl o

PASSPORT WEDDING

Director Abdallah Al-Ziyadi (Jordan)

Jordan| Arabic | Subtitles: English
Social Drama [ 2026 |13+ 17 mins

Hajar, a Palestinian widow holding a temporary passport, lives in a
refugee camp in Amman with her daughter, Ruwa, an outstanding
student. Working as a seamstress from home and relying on
charitable aid, Hajar struggles to provide for them. When Ruwa
earns a scholarship to study abroad, their hopes for a better future
seem within reach. However, Hajar discovers that Ruwa'’s passport
has expired, preventing her from completing the registration
process. Determined to secure her daughter’s future, Hajar embarks
on a desperate journey to raise the money needed for renewal. But
with time running out, she must make a difficult choice.

Director’s Biography

Abdullah Al-Ziadi is an emerging Jordanian filmmaker and writer,
and a graduate of the Jordan Cinema Academy. He is interested in
telling realistic and human-centered stories that explore marginalized
characters. Passport Wedding is his graduation project and first short
film.

World Premiére

Screenplay: Abdallah Al-Ziyadi
Cinematography: Hussein Qadan
Editing: Ahmad Alkhlifat

Cast: Hind Hamed, Haneen Azzam, Serene
Huleileh, Eslam Al-Awadi.

Production: Dana Mar’ie
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SALEM NOT SALEM

Director Omar Farooq (Bahrain)

Bahrain | Arabic | Subtitles: English
Drama |2025 |13+ |28 mins

Salem, a gifted university student, begins to experience a
sudden psychological collapse, spiraling into hallucinations,
delusions, and emotional instability. As his friend Muath and
sister Huda struggle to support him, Salem moves between
faith-based healing and psychiatric treatment in search of relief.

Festivals Boden International Film Festival
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Athens International Monthly Art Film Festival

Director’s Biography

Omar began his journey in media and filmmaking in 2010 while still
in high school. He later studied Media at the University of Bahrain
and Filmmaking at NYFA in the United States. Blending his passion
for directing and acting, he launched the documentary series “Omar
Tries,” exploring travel, cultures, and unique experiences. Published
across YouTube and social media platforms, the series has surpassed
2 billion views and attracted over 20 million followers worldwide.
Omar has received several prestigious awards, including the Gulf
Excellence Shield presented by the King of Bahrain, and was featured
in Forbes’ “30 Under 30.” Today, he is among the Arab world’s leading
content creators.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Omar Farooq

Cinematography: Walid Tiahi Production: Atnafas Creative
Editing: Ahmad Al Sayed Production & The Creator Space
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Arab Short Film Competition | 68l iyl oAVl o

SALTED CARAMEL

Director Mustafa Khalaf (Iraq)
Germany | German| Subtitles: Arabic, English
Drama | 2025 | All Audiences | 19 mins

Over the course of one night, the fragile and complex bond
between a migrant father and his rebellious, Westernized
daughter Fey unfolds. As the night deepens, the reunion
becomes a haunting confrontation with all that's been left
unsaid and the painful tension between being loved and being
needed.

Festivals
and Awards:

Neisse Nisa Nysa Film Festival

Director’s Biography

Mustafa Khalaf is a filmmaker and interdisciplinary artist from
Irag, based in Germany. He studied Fine Arts at the Art Academy
in Munster with a focus on film, video, and new media under Prof.
Andreas Kopnick, becoming a master student in 2020. His work
blends cinematic, poetic, and musical forms, exploring playful
seriousness and confident kitsch. As the founder of the collective for
improvised film “zzenf”, he addresses migration, identity, and hybrid
aesthetics.

International Premiére

Screenplay: Mustafa Khalaf

Cinematography: Henning Wirtz
Editing: Mustafa Khalaf

Cast: Massud Rahnama, Luisa Kbmm

Production: Mustafa Khalaf, Titian
Bormann
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SOMEWHERE | BELONG QJu.o.uI Lo UlBo

Director Youssef Handouse (Tunisia) (Uwiqi) yweaiadl gy 6/¢1 0]l
Tunisia | Arabic| Subtitles: Arabic, English dwyellg dujrlaiyl:donyill | dupsll | yuigi
Adventure | 2025 | All Audiences | 21 mins 68162 1] jlocll &roal| (ro | 6polo

A man is forced to confront the painful truth: home is not where Lol uw <Lotivlg . a Ay LoA Ay o wiadh Logy ojticl saJlgla_oll
he left it, and belonging isn’'t guaranteed by blood or memory. Jliag Ul ale J ARG A9 Ao Lol Untin U Wliras gi o @il
Caught between nostalgia and change, he must decide whether Soriosg Laayiy ol Laxd s all (i 6Lun &ayi i
to reclaim the life he thought he missed or finally let it go. ’

Festivals Cannes Film Festival - LA CINEF it o d — Lileil Y ylopao  Wlilapdoll

and Awards The |nternational Amateur Film Festival of Kélibia e slgall el el Yla ol :jilgallg
International Film School Festival Tetouan Ulgdaiy lodpndl yw)jlaed Joall Ulapaoll

Director’s Biography 6/ 180l e

Born on May 3rd, 2002, Youssef Handouse is a filmmaker, editor
and music composer. He directed his first short movie at the
age of 19. In 2021, he graduated with a bachelor’s degree in
Literature and arts and joined the Institute of Multimedia Arts of
Manouba for cinema studies. Graduating in 2025 with the Project

411609 VIloit 119 @20 ¢-ag.l glo Yo LWl -0 Y9 intd gy 2 Jg
role.0joc (o 6jite A= wlill >0 A 46 plio Jol @5l i wg.o @ gog
Latotiloll Ug-ie) pJlell r aw ol @Al o g-illg Wlall o6 6jLa] JU (1
W-olil Lo Yla o) Aegp ity 0 ole ¢ p AT Ailoitwll Al d 2ylio) dugios

"Somewhere | Belong”.

Jordanian Premiére U2l Lo Joll yay=ll
Screenplay: Youssef Handouse Cast: Nizar Ben Belgacem ool (I s iod uwgainllQiug :qujlitw
Cinematography: Slim Abroug @ope ol : pgn’
Editing: Adem Fadhloun Production: ISAMM Higher Institute dugio) Uatoiloll ygio) pl)l aa=oll ULl UoLlAs oal :2liigo

of Arts and Multimedia Manouba
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THE LAST MIRACLE

Director Abdelwahab Shawky (Egypt)
Egypt, Sudan, Germany | Arabic | Subtitles: English
Drama |2025 | +13 | 20 mins

After receiving a phone call from a deceased Sufi sheikh,
a lonely obituary editor becomes drawn into a spiritual
community that promises meaning and salvation, only to
discover a disturbing world where belief, illusion, and power
become impossible to separate.

Festivals Cairo International Film Festival
and Malmo Arab Film Festival - Best Short Film Award
Awards

Annaba Mediterranean Film Festival - Best Short Film Award

Director’s Biography

Abdelwahab Shawky is an Egyptian filmmaker. His debut short film
The Last Miracle premiered at the Cairo International Film Festival
and won three Best Short Film awards in Sweden, Algeria, and
Egypt. For more than a decade, he worked as an assistant director
on major projects in the Arab world with leading filmmakers such as
Yousry Nasrallah, Hatem Ali, and Amjad Abu Alala.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Mark Lotfy, Abdelwahab Shawky Cast: Khaled Kamal, Ahmed Siam, Ghada Adel

Cinematography: Omar Abou Doma Production: Station Films, Red Star Films, Key
Editing: Yasser Azmy films, Fig leaf Studios, Shift Studios
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THE LIGHT THAT REMAINS

Director Youssef Guermazi (Tunisia)

Tunisia | Arabic | Subtitles: Arabic, English
Drama | 2025 | 13+ |23 mins

Within the quiet intimacy of a home, a woman whose face seems
to carry the memory of an entire country cares for her dying
sister. As illness progresses, she moves between tenderness and
exhaustion, silence and unspoken fears. The house becomes a
fragile space where time slows, and every gesture of care holds
the weight of love and loss. Together, the sisters face the final
days of life, confronting what is slipping away while holding on
to what remains. In this shared descent toward the end, intimacy
becomes both a refuge and a quiet farewell.

Festivals Gabes Cinéma Fen
and

Awards

Director’s Biography

Youssef Guermazi is a Tunisian filmmaker born on January 29, 2003.
He graduated in 2025 from the Higher Institute of Multimedia Arts
of Manouba (ISAMM). He is currently exploring his artistic identity
through cinema .

International Premiére

Screenplay: Youssef Guermazi Cast: Faouzia Badr, Saida EI Hammi
Cinematography: Slim Abroug

Editing: Med Amine Khader

Production: Higher Institute of Arts
and Multimedia of Manouba
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THE MAN WHO STUMBLED
BY HIS WORDS

Director Mubarak Al-Zawba (Saudi Arabia)
Saudi Arabia | Arabic | Subtitles: English
Drama, psychological drama | 2025 |13+ | 22 mins

Naif is a famous writer in his late forties who suffers from a writer’s
block while trying to write his new novel. He retreats into isolation
for months, hoping to break free, but soon finds himself entangled
in deeper crises tied to his mental state, his memories, and his grasp
of reality. Fragmented moments and recurring voids accumulate in
his struggle for self-understanding. Naif gathers these fragments
one by one, trying to assemble a complete picture of his life, yet
everything in his mind appears whole while remaining incomplete.
From there begins a haunting journey through consciousness,
solitude, and fear.. and the looming threat that a writer may lose
the dearest thing he owns: the word.

The Red Sea International Film Festival
Saudi Film Festival
Casablanca Arab Film Festival

Festivals
and Awards:

Director’s Biography

Mubarak Al-Zawba is a filmmaker and creative writer, he has
worked across multiple creative fields. In 2018, he founded
the podcast Agl Ghayr Hadi, which won Best Podcast on
Apple Podcasts and has surpassed 14 million listens to date.
He has worked as a documentary film editor at Thmanyah, a
creative writer at Shift Creative Agency, and a content writer
at Kalamashii, before moving to Al-Qadsiah Club as a Senior
Creative Writer and director of advertising campaigns. He
currently works as a Senior Creative Writer at Habbar Creative
Agency.

[

Cast: Thamer Al-Harbi, AlImaha Al-Othman,
Salman Al-Aboudi

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Mubarak Al-Zawba
Cinematography: Hadi Mamoun

Production: Batool Al-Arfah - Filmah

Editing: Ogail Annw Production
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WHAT IF THEY BOMB HERE TONIGHT?

Director Samir Syriani (Lebanon)

calUl yga lg@nd yApg
(UUY) il Jhow 6/2150]l

dyjlaiyldanyill | dupsdl | YUY
8183 IV [ I+ | (10 | Uarogs Lolja

Lebanon | Arabic | Subtitles: English
Drama, Comedy | 2025 |13+ 17 mins

Samir and Nadine, a Lebanese couple, live in a house Glanlg dlan g lei Jjido ued Uluins) Yluliy Ulagj (ualg o 1w
with a framed glass structure above their walls that fills ol ULa Um0l A1 5050 Jus — lad UiLo il eg s o) o2 dunlaj
their home with beautiful sunlight by day - a decorative ol elailela Jaai Al wil gl sl Ola s (A aay
decision they made when the world was okay. When the GLoIU Loadw oy loay 1) g6 @ Lo Uugila
Israeli airstrikes begin, this same glass filled their night with
anxiety, becoming a nightmare hanging above their heads.

Festivals Clermont-Ferrand International Short Film Festival U0 Ugo il uuo pun i ool o)l Ulajaodl Wlila kol

and Awards: 1q|yride Film Festival

Regard Film Festival - Jury Award

Director’s Biography

Samir Syriani (b.1989) is a Lebanese film director and screenwriter
known for blending striking visuals with emotional storytelling.
He gained early recognition with his award-winning student film
To Baalbek, screened at international festivals. He later directed
acclaimed music videos and TV campaigns for global brands.
His Master’s degree short film Contact premiered at the 49th
Tampere Film Festival and won multiple awards worldwide,
including Best National Film at BMFF. In 2025, he completed
What If They Bomb Here Tonight?, which premiered at the 47th
Clermont-Ferrand Short Film Festival, gaining multiple awards
and continuing its festival tour.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Samir Syriani & Nadine Cast: Samir Syriani, Nadine Chalhoub Syriani,
Chalhoub Syriani Jihad Syriani, Oumaya Syriani, Loulya syriani

Cinematography: Pierre Mouarkech
Editing: Desiree Abou Jaoude
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Production: Nicolas Khabbaz
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OUT OF

COMPETITION FILMS

AMBUSH
Yassmina Karajah (Jordan)
Jordan, Canada

CINEMA KAWAKEB
Mahmoud Massad (Jordan)
Jordan

COYOTES
Said Zagha (Palestine, Jordan)
Jordan, France, Palestine, UK

HAYAT
Hadeel Abu Shugair (Jordan)
Jordan

KENTUCKY GAZA
Omar Rammal (Palestine, Jordan)
Jordan

SINK
Zain Duraie (Jordan)
Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, France

YUNAN
Ameer Fakhr EI-Din (Syria)

Germany, Canada, Italy, Palestine,
Qatar, Jordan, Saudi Arabia

ZAHRA
Hadi Shatat (Jordan)
Jordan

These films bring together stories that resist any single framework. They take us to besieged Gaza,
where fried chicken is smuggled in as a window onto another world; to an old cinema in Amman
nearing its final days as protests erupt outside; and to an isolated road in the West Bank, where a
return journey becomes impossible to forget.

They are united not by subject but by moments that expose the fragility of a world under pressure,
revealing how the smallest details of everyday life can carry unexpected layers of meaning. Each film
unapologetically stands on its own terms.



(Jordan)

Jordan, Canada | Arabic | Subtitles: English
Drama | 2025 | All Audiences | 21 mins

Director

A pop-up techno club ambushes the streets of downtown Amman
flooding a conservative neighborhood with heavy bass and
unfamiliar faces. Jana arrives, newly sober, wrestling with intimacy.
While across the street, Hasan watches from his family rooftop,
anticipating a long-overdue encounter. Ambush | Kameen is an
urban portrait of bodies, borders and fleeting desire before dawn

Festivals
and Awards

Director’s Biography

Yassmina Karajah is a Jordanian-Palestinian screenwriter and
director whose  short films have screened internationally in
festivals such as the Toronto International Film Festival, AFIl, Dubai
International Film Festival, and Melbourne International Film festival,
amongst others. She released her debut short LIGHT in 2015, and
her subsequent 2018 short film RUPTURE premiered at TIFF, and
was part of MoMA's New Directors/New Films. It won the Grand
Jury prize at Slamdance, where she was the first recipient of the
Russo Brother’s Fellowship. Her 2025 short film AMBUSH seeks to
blend documentary elements with fiction

Jordanian Premiére
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(Jordan)

Jordan | Arabic | Subtitles: English and Sign Language
Documentary | 2025 | All Audiences | 80 mins

Director

Cinema Kawakeb follows Youssef and Ali, the last employees
of an old Amman cinema. After pandemic lockdowns end, they
learn the owner stole government loans, leaving them trapped in
debt. Their only patron is Hussein, a homeless scrap collector. As
the cinema crumbles, a protest against the war on Gaza erupts
outside—mirroring larger regional collapses. A quiet portrait of
loss, memory, and resilience

Festivals
and Awards

Director’s Biography

Mahmoud Massad creates striking documentaries on identity and
displacement. His breakout film, “Recycle” (2007), won at Sundance.
Works like "Blessed Benefit” fuse dark comedy with socio-political
insight, his work premiering at major festivals including Cannes,
Toronto, and IDFA. His latest film, “Cinema Kawakeb,” reveals
personal stories from regional upheaval, offering a quiet reflection
on loss, memory, and resilience while redefining cinematic language
one frame at a time

Jordanian Premiére
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Director (Palestine, Jordan)

Jordan, France, Palestine, UK | Arabic | Subtitles: English

Thriller | 2025 |13+ | 20 mins

A Palestinian surgeon drives home after a long night shift, but little
does she know that a commute through a desolate West Bank road

will change her forever.

Festivals
and Awards

Director’s Biography

Said Zagha is a Palestinian-British screenwriter and director based
in the UK. His work blends genre storytelling with political themes.
His short film COYOTES (2025) premiered in the Orizzonti section
of the 82nd Venice International Film Festival and won the Best
Short Film Award at the BFI London Film Festival. The film also
received awards at the Red Sea, Calgary, and Carthage film festivals.
Zagha is currently developing his debut feature, Black Harvest, a
Palestine-set revenge thriller supported by major Arab film funds and
selected for the 2026 Sundance Screenwriters Lab. Born in Jerusalem
and raised in Ramallah, he is also a Berlinale Talents alumnus.

Jordanian Premiére
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Out Of Competition Films | Aol @JLA ooi

HAYAT

Director Hadeel Abu Shugair (Jordan)

Jordan | Arabic | Subtitles: English
Documentary | 2025 | All Audiences |14 mins

After sixty-five years of marriage, Hayat, a widow in her late
seventies, faces an unexpected eviction from the only home she
has ever known; a consequence of inheritance laws that suddenly
strip away her last sense of security. As the outside world quietly
closes in, the film follows Hayat through the intimate details of her
solitary days: her rituals, her silences, and her fragile negotiations
with memory. Once her husband was her anchor; now the house
holds what remains of him. A quiet yet piercing portrait of aging
and displacement, the film explores what it means to lose safety
twice and the fragile resilience required to endure.

Director’s Biography

Hadeel Abu Shugair is a Jordanian filmmaker, cinematographer, and
production designer based in Irbid . She is a graduate of the Jordan
Cinema Academy, where she earned her Technical Diploma in Filmmaking.
With nearly a decade of experience in professional photography, she
developed a refined visual language that informs her cinematic practice.
Her graduation documentary short film “Hayat” (2025), which she directed
and shot, was selected and funded by the Royal Film Commission -
Jordan in collaboration with the Academy. In 2023, she co-directed the
documentary short “Captain Ali” as part of the Documentary Filmmaking
Training and Cultural Exchange Program organized by the Royal Film
Commission - Jordan and the Humpty Dumpty Institute. Her work
centers on intimate human narratives, resilience, and questions of identity,
approached through observational realism and strong visual composition.
Alongside directing, she has worked as a Director of Photography and
Production Designer on several short films, expanding her artistic practice
across multiple cinematic disciplines.

World Premiére

Screenplay: Hadeel Abu Shugair
Cinematography: Hadeel Abu Shugair
Editing: Noor Alzawateen

Cast: Hayat Sabbaheen

Production: Noor Alzawateen
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Out Of Competition Films | Aol @JLA ool

KENTUCKY GAZA

Director Omar Rammal (Palestine, Jordan)

Jordan| Arabic| Subtitles: English
Drama, Comedy | 2025 | All Audiences | 21 mins

In besieged Gaza, Abu Anwar keeps his fried-chicken restaurant
alive through stubborn loyalty to an old family recipe. His frustrated
son Anwar, yearning for escape from a dead-end routine, quits after
a bitter fight and launches a dangerous scheme with his friends:
smuggling world-famous fried chicken into Gaza. The forbidden
treat becomes an unexpected hit, giving people a taste of the
outside world and turning Anwar’s gamble into success. But as
demand grows, his new venture threatens his father’s struggling
restaurant, forcing them both to face pride, loss, and the deepest
emotional wound dividing their family once and for all.

Festivals Clermont-Ferrand International Short Film Festival
and Awards  Tampere Film Festival
Brussels Short Film Festival

Director’s Biography

Omar Rammal is a Palestinian director and cinematographer,
recognized on social media for his distinctive visual style and heartfelt
human stories. His passion for music has shaped many successful music
videos, and he has directed numerous short films that garnered wide
attention online. KENTUCKY GAZA marks his first narrative short film.

Arab Premiére

Screenplay: Omar Rammal
Cinematography: Ahmad Jalboush
Editing: Abdallah Sada

Ahmad Fayad
hadin, Abdallah Khalil, Hazem
Elian, Yazan Eid

Production: Raya Aburub, Aseel Abu
Ayyash , Yousef Abed Alnabi
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(Jordan)

Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, France

Director

Arabic | Subtitles: English and Sign Language
Drama | 2025 | All Audiences | 88 mins

When her teenage son, in his final year of school, is suspended after
a troubling outburst, his mother, Nadia, is determined to help him,
convincing herself he just needs guidance. But as Basil's mental
state slowly unravels, she ignores the warning signs, sinking deeper
into denial as disaster approaches.

Festivals
and Awards

Director’s Biography

Zain Duraie is an award-winning writer and director. She made
history at the 2019 Venice Film Festival with her acclaimed
short "Give Up the Ghost”, becoming the first Jordanian female
filmmaker selected for the prestigious Orizzonti competition.
The film went on to win the El Gouna Prize for Best Arab Short
and a Vimeo Staff Pick at the Palm Springs ShortFest—where her
2013 debut short,”"Horizon”, also won Best of the Fest Selects.
Duraie’s debut feature film, "Sink”, made its world premiere at the
Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF) and has since screened
at over 100 global festivals, including the BFI London, Red Sea, and
Shanghai International Film Festivals

Jordanian Premiére
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Out Of Competition Films

Yunan

Director Ameer Fakhr EI-Din (Syria)
Germany, Canada, Italy, Palestine, Qatar, Jordan, Saudi Arabia
German, Arabic | Subtitles: Arabic, English

Drama | 2025 | All Audiences | 117 mins

Munir, grappling with the weight of his psychological torment and
ensnared by hauntingly vivid dreams, embarks on a journey to
a remote island, contemplating a drastic decision. This isolated
sanctuary offers an intriguing backdrop, a place where the stillness
of the surroundings echoes his inner turmoil. Amidst this enigmatic
tranquility, an unexpected twist of fate awaits Munir. He encounters
Valeska, a wise elderly woman, and her steadfast son, Karl. Their
presence promises an irresistible allure of hope and redemption.
Although only a few words are spoken, but their simple acts of
kindness beckon Munir into a world where despair may be replaced
by the vibrant hues of renewed appreciation for life.

Best Director and Best Actor at the Red Sea International
Film Festival

Best Film at the Arab Critics’ Awards for European Films
Golden Firebird Awards at the Hong Kong International
Film Festival

Festivals
and Awards:

Director’s Biography

Ameer Fakher Eldin is a German based writer and director born in Kyiv,
Ukraine, in 1991 to Syrian parents from the Golan Heights. His debut film
“The Stranger” premiered at the 78th Venice International Film Festival
where it won the Edipo Re Award. The film was selected as Palestine’s
official entry for Best International Feature Film at the 94th Academy
Awards and received two awards at the 43rd Cairo International Film
Festival: Best Arab Film and the Shadi Abd El Salam Prize for Best Film
in the International Critics Week Competition. The film received more
recognition, with a nomination for Best Director and impressive win for
Best Cinematography at the Asia Pacific Screen Awards.

Jordanian Premiére

Screenplay: Ameer Fakher Eldin

Cinematography: Ronald Plante Sophia Landauer

Editing: Ameer Fakher Eldin Beinemeier,
Catherine Chagnon, Marco Valerio Fusco,
Micaela Fusco

pel Kekilli, Ali Suliman
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BANK AL ETIHAD FOUNDATION

As a longstanding champion of arts and culture, Bank al Etihad established the
Bank al Etihad Foundation in 2022 to advance the performing arts in Jordan and
the Arab world.

At the heart of the Foundation is the Amman Institute of Performing Arts (AIPA),
offering specialist training in music, drama, and dance. Open to aspiring
professionals and passionate enthusiasts alike, AIPA is committed to developing
talent, nurturing artistic ambition, and strengthening Jordan’s performing arts
sector.

The Foundation also leads two flagship initiatives: the Amman Chamber
Orchestra (ACO), presenting an annual concert season of Western and Middle
Eastern classical music; and the Sarab Dance Collective, a contemporary dance
company creating original choreographic works that explore movement, foster
meaningful connection, and push the boundaries of the art form.
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monicipatiry  AL-HUSSEIN CULTURAL CENTER

Since its inauguration, the Al-Hussein Cultural
Center has stood as a cornerstone of Amman's
cultural landscape. Hosting exhibitions,
performances, and workshops, it is a dynamic hub
connecting artists and the public.

A Beacon of Th@ught
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Director (Jordan) (WEYN))) 6/ 0l
Jordan | Arabic| Subtitles: English Lyl Gonyill | duysl | Oayll
Drama, Social | 2025 | All Audiences |15 mins 816310 | jlochl &ronl | fro | peloialdolja

A worker in a clothing factory, pregnant in the last days, finds 6311g la1dia A Laaglgo &g o W idi yu o Sino koo dlole
herself in need of money to have a C-section delivery, which leads U6 uloc (o Ue CLadl Jgai (n — oy Y pLAi G anlgo uod

her to discover the tragic existence in a community of individuality. eoub A @it 643100 rooanl Gaino g U odbo L tiis L]
Festivals Wlilapaoll
and Awards :j.‘;lqa_JIq
Director’s Biography 6/ 180l e

Hadi Shatat is a filmmaker dedicated to using cinematic language
to explore and challenge the social, political, and cultural landscapes
of the Arab world. Through his work, Hadi examines the intricate
relationship between social and economic realities, aiming to create a
dialogue that fosters positive change
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MADE IN
JORDAN

STEPS SHADOW OF THE FALCON
Hayan Alyoussef (Syria) Badr Al-Zawaideh (Jordan)
Jordan Jordan

ACCEPTANCE SANAD

Danial Salman (Jordan) Karam Awadat (Jordan)
Jordan Jordan

ON THE MARGINS TUKTUK

Mohammad Alzoubi (Jordan) Qasem Al Shahmeh (Syria)
Jordan Jordan

These Jordanian films open a window onto a layered reality: refugee camps in Jordan where stories
intertwine, desert landscapes where falcon hunters chase a fleeting sense of freedom, and cities like
Amman, changing faster than their dwellers can keep up. Across these shifting worlds, characters
search for room to breathe: a refugee carrying a burden no one else can fully grasp, a man struggling
to hold on to his fading memories, and displaced twins who find solace in caring for animals. These are
films that look inward, finding beauty in things just as they are.



STEPS

Director Hayan Alyoussef (Syria)

Jordan
Drama | 2026 | All Audiences | 10 mins

A man who fled his country after the war broke out, living in
physical safety but emotional exile. Haunted by trauma and the
people he lost, he moves through his day with an invisible weight
he can not identify and guilt he can not face.

Director’s Biography

Hayan AlYoussef is a filmmaker and visual storyteller interested in
intimate human experiences and internal conflict. Restrained visuals,
minimal dialogue, and a strong sense of rhythm and atmosphere
characterize his work. He gravitates toward quiet storytelling, open
endings, and films that allow emotion to emerge through observation
rather than exposition.

World Premiére

Cast: Muthana Zubaidi
Production: Dana Marie

Screenplay: Hayan Alyoussef
Cinematography: Hadeel Abu Shagair
Editing: Ahmad Sameh
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ACCEPTANCE

Director Danial Salman (Jordan)

Jordan | Arabic | Subtitles: English
Psychological Thriller | 2026 | 13+ |11 mins

After a painful personal loss, Khalid is crushed by deep grief. Soon,
his world begins to fracture, past and present blend together
trapping him in a confusing maze where memories and reality
completely blur. As his inner turmoil grows, Khalid desperately fights
to escape the chaos in his mind, but the struggle is exhausting, and
he realizes he cannot run from his pain.

Director’s Biography

Born in Amman, Jordan, with Palestinian roots, Danial is an aspiring
filmmaker and a graduate of the first cohort of the Jordan Cinema
Academy. After completing a bachelor’s degree in German Language
at Al-Yarmouk University, he chose to follow his true passion for
cinema. Danial has gained valuable firsthand industry experience
working on various film sets, observing diverse directorial styles
and departmental workflows. He draws heavy inspiration from
psychologically and emotionally driven stories. Acceptance, his
directorial and writing short-film debut, serves as his academy
graduation project and marks the official beginning of his cinematic
journey.

World Premiére

Screenplay: Danial Salman
Cinematography: Ahmad Farid
Editing: Noor Al-Zawateen

Cast: Mamoon Al-Yasin, Jamil Zraikat,
Dina Ra'ad Yaghnam

Production: Ahmad Khleifat

122

JoLo
(UaU) Yloduw Jluila 6/¢ A0l

Lyl :danyill | dupsdl | gajll
d8uda ] IP+| nr | duawai 801

LoUle)w.ay il yiall o6 3 B &8yl oldo unaab 6jluns a =y
V9 A=8q) Loodz o pnlallg unloll Jalai).Ea nill xsdollelay
Loloi & blgllg 6y Al uJ_nloll A all Lars Goabliy d_ A0 dalio
09I Uo o alluwlya A &jlny wodalalagiih vl a clni & og

o)l o wopall &ulai g Yadllpualela y g al.aloe eling ool

6/@)a0ll Uc

29—ol sl Eiln Ayith s Jgnl o 909 sl Yloe o JLyla adg
6alaib ole Adgna a2y loir 1wl UYajUl dtolalal o Lol o)l aypag
Qg 1b &ty Ul JLIAT g0l @ 2oln Yo A pilodUl AUl (6 Ug gLl
W0 U0l JUA 0 A 046 A ilato 64 1A JLyla L wihlloir nly o616l
degiio duala] wdlwl ode Lp 8 (e &Ll d oling p\ol ygni & dlgo
JAin aolal] JLils aoi iy gnill & 690 b dalingll plwsll Joc wilyig
JoUl L pndlldolio 3 )9 .00hlllg pewill A Ul WA A ndll o us
A10038UI U0 An A Egpitg @l AVl Aulinl -0 ad dyai Jol g-ag iJg16r
Ao wll i 1o 6 duowplaiolnildylagg

Joll puodldl yag=ll
Ulolw JWl> :qulitw
)0 200l gl
ULilopl jgi:@liigo

> oy Jion wll Ugolo :iol
rodszyacy
WloLlA aonl Uil



On The Margins

Director Mohammad Alzoubi (Jordan)

Jordan | Arabic| Subtitles: English
Documentary | 2026 | All Audiences |14 mins

Samer and Bilal are homeless twin brothers living in downtown
Amman. They dedicate their lives to feeding, helping, and treating
animals. Collecting daily food waste that restaurants discard in
the trash, they go on a daily journey to feed the animals and cats
downtown.

Director’s Biography

Mohammad Al-Zoubi is a Jordanian filmmaker and a graduate of
the Jordan Film Academy. He began his filmmaking journey in 2019
through training workshops with the Royal Film Commission. Al-Zoubi
directed his first documentary, On the Margins, and currently works as
a video editor and digital content creator.

World Premiére

Screenplay: Mohammad Alzoubi Cast: Belal Maroon, Samer Maroon
Cinematography: Mohammad Alzoubi

Editing: Dana Mar'le

Production: Sultan Hijazi
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SHADOW OF THE FALCON

Director Badr Al-Zawaideh (Jordan)
Jordan | Arabic | Subtitles: English

Documentary | 2026 | All Audiences | 47 mins

As migratory birds begin their journey, falcon hunters leave their
villages and spend two months living in tents across the desert.
Through the story of Abu Hussein and his companions, Shadow of
the Falcon follows men chasing a bird that embodies their dream of
freedom. Between the routines of village life and the vast openness
of the desert, the film explores the fragile boundary between
obligation and escape, and humanity’s enduring desire to feel free.

Director’s Biography

Bader Al-Zawaidah is a Jordanian filmmaker, writer, and producer
from Wadi Rum. His work explores themes of people, place, and
identity, drawing inspiration from Bedouin culture and everyday
life in southern Jordan. He has directed several short fiction and
documentary films, including Ghalion, Al-Ulya, and A Bullet Shot. His
films have received awards and screened at local and international
festivals. Through his work, he is interested in exploring the
relationship between human beings, freedom, and belonging, using
a visual style shaped by the power of landscape and authentic
characters.

World Premiére

Screenplay: Badr Al-Zawaideh
Cinematography: Anas Sharab
Editing: lbrahim Ta’ani

Cast: Mohammed Al-Zawaideh,
Mohammed Hossam, Mahmoud Al-
Zawaideh, Abu Bandar Al-Anazi, Ali Eid
Al-Zawaideh, Waheeb Al-Zawaideh

Production: Omar Al-Ajouri
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SANAD

Director Karam Awadat (Jordan)

Jordan | Arabic| Subtitles: English
Drama | 2026 |13+ | 85 mins

In Amman, Sanad, a thirty-something Uber driver, leads a
monotonous and quiet life until he is unexpectedly summoned
to testify in a mysterious case. As the legal proceedings unfold,
he realizes that his testimony could make him the main suspect
rather than a mere witness. Torn between truth and self-
preservation, Sanad finds himself entangled in a tense
confrontation with a cunning defense attorney who
pressures him to alter his story for reasons that remain
unclear. With mounting psychological tension, Sanad
is forced to choose: protect himself, or protect his conscience.

Director’s Biography

Jordanian film director and writer, who has directed a number of short
films that have participated in many festivals and won awards, also
wrote and directed a short television series.

World Premiére

Screenplay: Karam Awadat
Cinematography: Saif Abu Rabeeaa
Editing: Ahmad Khleifat

Cast: Ishaq Elias, Sally Goussous,
Ahmad Srour, Nadeem Remawi

Production: Mahmoud Srour
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TUKTUK

Director Qasem Al Shahmeh (Syria)

Jordan | Arabic | Subtitles: English
Documentary | 2026 | All Audiences | 19 mins

During an unexpected and adventure-filled journey, we hop into
Abu Saddam’s tuk-tuk for a ride through the camp, a place filled
with life and stories. Abu Saddam is not the hero of this story,
but he is the one who sets it in motion. On what seems like an
ordinary day, he does a favor for a neighbor, takes some children
to school, and, later in the afternoon, suddenly decides to provoke
a “duel.” The film then unfolds a series of spontaneous scenes
and encounters, revealing the daily life of the camp, its streets, its
inhabitants, and its energy, all seen through Abu Saddam’s curious
eyes and lively dialogue.

Director’s Biography

The director is a Syrian refugee living in the Za’atari camp in Jordan,
the world’s largest Syrian refugee camp. The film was produced
as part of the Za’atari Cinema project and the “Future Filmmaker
Program” workshop. This training program enabled young people
from Za’atari to produce three documentary films under real-world,
professional conditions, under the guidance of Jordanian filmmaker
Jumana Saadeh and the French film school CinéFabrique. The
project was supported by the French Institute in Jordan, UNICEF,
and the Royal Film Commission of Jordan.

World Premiére

Screenplay: Qasem Al Shahmeh
Cinematography: Yaman Azaizeh
Editing: Haidara Al Qassem

Cast: Zaatari camp residents
Production: Nawaf Al Masri

126

(Uyow) Aoadit)l puwld 6/ A0l
Gl iyl :an il | dupsedl | Oajll
816319 | Jlochl &ront | A | Hi5lq

g bunladlelgielg il AWl olkolly @litlog = 8gio Jué dlny Jua
al.un N 8JIg 6 LInJU uALI YLA_oJl ELJA ool 1 ic g V-6 n
09 Lo .Lajlanler dlinl ol 6yl i) dytanil Jdayyu Yolan
18 o Aol Il JLelall J_8)9.aijlal d_oara 3 8 yale gay
Ueo i o 1ol ua L =2y 6 jjlioy Yl faalla 2 Lo 6106 b6 6Lao
oL 0)l L6 Arogul Ll o i AT L il dug@ =l Wil Lé1lg aalitoll
gl olan g i Ugte JAA o Ela JA0 . aisln aila_w ae)lgib

Ainlldliljlgng

6/ 20l e

9090301 oo SHie i PR 0 -0 Uiy §19-w HY don il pwls @0l
Equito JUn| 6 L1l e L] o .ol o6 U)ot U tinil oo Jual
U502 69.00lidi 1ol ool posiln @ ol J—oc dbjgg w5 icil loir un
L0941 6 A483lig oALOT AN @ L] Uo s -ie Ul (o Llh popjaill dolpdl 3 o
Lol dunya 09 841w dlilon GinjUl da Aol wolib] Ciaidus 8lg dyolyinl
V-0 ool A awollocal gptiioll pJan a 89.CinéFabrique Aol
LMo\ A_yiajUl Ay Aloll A itallg ey gl (i

Jolll ol yas=ll
Aol rouwld :quylitw
6juljic Ulos : gl
owldlliojain :eliigo

el puao Ulaw : Lol
G0l wlg) ULl



UirolaJl ylc
(UVI) pueplaono
Ul

Jouid
(UY) Ylolw Juila
Ul

wlgha
(Ljow) LwgJlyla
Ul

Vo &n

WEIMN]

(Lygu) Aol ouwld
Ul

aiw
(VAU Wlnge oA
Ul

Jéandl JIA
(UaJVI1) oylgil Jay
Ul

vandll Laus Wy ais Pga)il oo Wlotao doslfio Wldih Yo JAiriy &8lg LLe 636U Guinjil PALSYI oA & Aidj
LaiLA 1w )28 §9-9i Gle ju 112105 U209 B j-le dpn fola jg-8nll galun ajling Cuya clpan HA5Likio gt J-o
W ¥ WSS Joas ol 185l 1A d g yu@iil) dalio (e Crari aluai b .Olace Jlio Loy glall ole
wJ-alall ol AT Jlocl ialo wlilgaaly dylisll o6 Ulaay Ulajite Ulolgiq « JALLI 61413 Aalgy J2) @oan ani



SPOTLIGHT ON TUNISIAN
CINEMA

BEAUTY AND THE DOGS MAKING OF
Kaouther Ben Hania (Tunisia) Nouri Bouzid (Tunisia)
Tunisia, France, Sweden, Norway, Tunisia

Lebanon, Qatar, Switzerland

EXILE SATIN ROUGE
Mehdi Hmili (Tunisia) Raja Amari (Tunisia)
Tunisia, Luxembourg, France, Tunisia, France

Qatar, Saudi Arabia

HEDI THE SILENCES OF THE PALACE
Mohamed Ben Attia (Tunisia) Moufida Tlatli (Tunisia)
Tunisia, Belgium, France, Qatar Tunisia, France

Tunisian cinema is a cinema of freedom, identity, and critical inquiry. It places the individual at its
centre to speak about society. It chooses the margins as a vantage point, and knows how to tell the
truth, making it one of the boldest cinemas in the Arab world, both formally and thematically. What
sets it apart within the region is that it emerged remarkably early and became part of the history of
world cinema from its very beginnings. In 1896, cinematographers working for the Lumiere brothers
captured the first moving images of the streets of Tunis. In 1908, the Omnia Pathé opened as the
country'’s first permanent movie theatre. Then, in 1924, Albert Samama Chikly directed “The Girl from
Carthage” (Ain El Ghazal), one of the foundational works of Tunisian cinema and the country’s first
feature-length narrative film.

The Fédération Tunisienne des Ciné-Clubs (FTCC) was founded in 1949. After independence, the
Fédération Tunisienne des Cinéastes Amateurs (FTCA) carried this momentum forward, launching the
Kelibia International Amateur Film Festival in 1964, Tunisia’s first film festival. In 1966, Omar Khlifi’s
“Dawn” (Al-Fajr) became the first Tunisian feature produced with local resources after independence,
and in the same year the Carthage Film Festival was established.

Between the mid-1980s and the mid-1990s, Tunisian auteur cinema flourished with films that achieved
both popular success and international recognition, in what came to be known as “popular auteur
cinema.” This year's programme traces that continuity across generations, building a living bridge
between the golden age of Tunisian cinema and a new wave of filmmakers who continue to write and
reshape its history with a contemporary spirit.
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Spotlight On Tunisian Cinema | dnwigill Loitwll Hde 6clal

BEAUTY AND THE DOGS

Director Kaouther Ben Hania (Tunisia)

Tunisia, France, Sweden, Norway, Lebanon, Qatar, Switzerland
Arabic | Subtitles: Arabic, English

Drama, Thriller| 2017 |18+|100 mins

At a crowded university student party, Mariam exchanges glances
with Youssef. Several hours later a dazed and disheveled Mariam
wanders the darkened streets of Tunis alone, in a state of shock. So
begins a long night of struggle to maintain her dignity and assert her
legal rights. But how can she fight for justice and vindication when
the men who assaulted her were themselves policemen?

Festivals Cannes Film Festival

and Awards \/gjladolid International Film Festival - Youth Jury Award

Director’s Biography

Kaouther Ben Hania constantly explores the boundaries between fiction
and documentary. Her latest film, “The Voice of Hind Rajab”, was presented
in Competition at the Venice Film Festival, where it won the Silver Lion -
Grand Jury Prize, and was nominated for the Academy Award for Best
International Feature Film. Her previous film, “Four Daughters”, won the
L'GEil d’'Or at Cannes and was nominated for the Academy Award for Best
Documentary Feature. Her earlier works include “The Man Who Sold His
Skin”, nominated for the Academy Award for Best International Feature
Film, “Beauty and the Dogs”, and “Challat of Tunis”.

Screenplay: Kaouther Ben Hania
Cinematography: Johan Holmquist
Editing: Nadia Ben Rachid

Cast: Mariam Al Ferjani, Ghanem Zrelli

Production: Habib Attia, Nadim
Cheikhrouha
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Spotlight On Tunisian Cinema | Adrwigill Loinll Hde 6elAl

EXILE

Director Mehdi Hmili (Tunisia)

Tunisia, Luxembourg, France, Qatar, Saudi Arabia
Arabic | Subtitles: Arabic, English

Drama, Thriller | 2025 | 18+| 127 mins

In an industrial town marked by tragedy, Mohamed, a worker at the
country’s largest steel factory, seeks justice after an accident kills
his friend Adel and leaves a metal fragment lodged in his head. As
the factory faces privatization and corruption spreads, Mohamed is
demoted and isolated. The metal slowly rusts inside him, triggering
a physical transformation that mirrors his struggle. Determined to
uncover the truth, he confronts powerful forces, changes his identity,
and risks everything. His journey turns him from an ordinary worker
into a symbol of resistance, ultimately sacrificing himself to expose
corruption and defend workers’ rights.

Festivals Locarno Film Festival, Switzerland
and Awards Cairo International Film Festival

Festival International du Film Francophone de Namur
(FIFF)

Director’s Biography

Mehdi Hmili is a Tunisian director, screenwriter, and producer. He studied
cinema in Paris and co-founded Yol Film House in Tunis with Moufida
Fedhila, producing award-winning fiction films and documentaries
screened at international festivals. In 2019, he took part in La Fabrique
des Cinémas du Monde at Cannes with Exile. His second feature,
“Streams”, premiered in the official competition at the 74th Locarno
Film Festival and won several awards, including at Cairo, Kolkata, Vues
d’Afrique, and Malmé Arab Film Festival. A Torino Film Lab and Film
Independent alumnus, he lives and works between Tunis and Paris.

Screenplay: Mehdi Hmili
Cinematography: Farouk Laaridh

Editing: Rawchen Mizour Production: Moufida Fedhila, Mehdi Hmili,

Donato Rotunno, Michel Balagué

Cast: Ghanem Zrelli, Maram Ben Aziza, Mohamed
Kolsi, Younes Ferhi, Slim Baccar, Mourad Gharsalli
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Spotlight On Tunisian Cinema | dnwigill Loitwll Hde 6clal

HEDI

Director Mohamed Ben Attia (Tunisia)

Tunisia, Belgium, France, Qatar | Arabic
Subtitles: Arabic, English | Drama | 2016 |18+ |90 mins

Hedi is a young man who doesn’t expect much from the future.
While his mother tries to decide his life for him, arranging his
marriage to Khadija, Hedi meets Rym just two days before his
wedding. Captivated by Rym'’s free spirit, he becomes consumed
by a newfound passion and suddenly discovers a world that extends
far beyond convention.

Festivals Berlin International Film Festival - Best First Film, Best Actor
and Awards  »riens International Film Festival - Best Director, Best
Actress
Angouléme Francophone Film Festival - Diamond Valois for
Best Film

Director’s Biography

Mohamed Ben Attia was born in Tunisia in 1976, graduating from the Institut
de Hautes Etudes Commerciales in 1998 before studying Audiovisual
Communication at the University of Valenciennes in France. He kicked off
his filmmaking career with five shorts, including “Kif Lokhrin”, which won
the Silver Award at the FESPACO in 2006 and “Selma”, which competed
in the Official Competition at Clermont Ferrand and won several awards in
various festivals. His debut feature "Hedi” earned the Best First Film Award
and the Silver Bear for Best Actor at the 2016 Berlinale. His second feature,
“Dear Son” screened as part of the Director’s Fortnight in Cannes in 2018.

Screenplay: Mohamed Ben Attia
Cinematography: Frédérique Noirhomme
Editing: Azza Chaabouni

Sabah Bouzouita

Production: Dora Bouchoucha
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Cast: Majd Mastoura, Rim Ben Messaoud,
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S e

Making Of

Director Nouri Bouzid (Tunisia)
Tunisia | Arabic | Subtitles: English
Crime, Drama | 2006 |18+ | 115 mins

Bahta is a 25-year-old breakdancer whose dreams of a better future
are thwarted by personal disappointment, unemployment, and
social frustration. After attracting the attention of the police, he
finds refuge with a fundamentalist group that gradually attempts
to transform him into a suicide bomber. Interwoven with this story
are self-reflexive moments in which the actor and director interrupt
the narrative, exposing the filmmaking process and questioning
the ethics of representation, manipulation, and radicalization.

Festivals Tribeca Film Festival - Best Actor, Best Screenplay
and Awards Carthage Film Festival - Tanit D’Or
FESPACO - Best Actor, Best Editing

Director’s Biography

Nouri Bouzid was born in Sfax in 1945. After studying in Tunis, Paris, and
Brussels, he joined Tunisia’s Perspectives movement and was imprisoned
from 1973 to 1979 for his role in GEAST (Tunisian Socialist Study and
Action Group). In 1983, he began a long collaboration with producer
Ahmed Attia. “Man of Ashes” (1986) brought them international acclaim
after premiering at Cannes; they later returned to Cannes with “Golden
Horseshoes” and “Bezness”, and to Venice with “The Gulf War... and
After” and “Tunisiennes”. In 1994, Bouzid founded the EDAC film school.
He returned to filmmaking in 2001 with “Poupées d'argile” and “Making
of”. He has also published several poetry collections.

Cast: Lotfi Abdelli
Production: Abdelaziz Ben Mlouka

Screenplay: Nouri Bouzid
Cinematography: Michel Baudour
Editing: Karim Hamouda
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SATIN ROUGE

Director Raja Amari (Tunisia)

Tunisia, France | Arabic | Subtitles: Arabic, English
Drama | 2002 | 18+|96 mins

After the death of her husband, Lilia’s life revolves solely around her
teenage daughter, Salma. While searching for Salma late one night,
Lilia stumbles upon a belly dance cabaret. Though initially reserved
and taken aback by its culture, she finds herself repeatedly drawn
back to it. She befriends one of the belly dancers and is eventually
encouraged to perform for the audience herself. Lilia also begins a
romance with one of the cabaret’s musicians, who, unbeknownst to
both of them, is also romancing Salma.

Festivals Torino Film Festival - Best Feature Film Award, Special
and Awards Mention for the William Holden Screenplay Award

Seattle International Film Festival - New Director’s
Showcase Award

Director’s Biography

Born in Tunis in 1971, Raja Amari earned a Master’s degree in Literature and
French Civilization from the University of Tunis before attending courses
at FEMIS (Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Métiers de I''mage et du Son)
in Paris. In 1995, she directed her first short film, “Le Bouquet”, followed
by “Avril” in 1998. She also wrote the screenplays for the short film “Mon
meilleur ami” and the feature film “Satin Rouge”.

Cast: Hiam Abbas, Monia El Hichri, Hend
El Fahem, Maher Kammoun

Screenplay: Raja Amari
Cinematography: Diane Baratier

Editing: Pauline Dairou Production: Dora Bouchoucha
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THE SILENCES OF THE PALACE

Director Moufida Tlatli (Tunisia)

Tunisia, France | Arabic | Subtitles: Arabic, English
Drama | 1994 | 13+ 125 mins

Alia, aged twenty-five, is fed up with singing at weddings. Following
yet another humiliating experience as a professional singer, she
expresses her disappointment with her life and her unspoken
resentment towards the fact that Lotfi, who has lived with her for
ten years, has never wanted to marry her and refuses to recognize
the child she is carrying. The announcement of the death of Prince
Sid’Ali, a former bey, suddenly plunges her back into the past.

Festivals Cannes Film Festival - Caméra D'Or Special Mention

and Awards  15.5nt0 International Film Festival - International Critics’
Award (FIPRESCI)
Carthage Film Festival - Tanit D’Or, Best Actress

Director’s Biography

Moufida Tlatli was a Tunisian writer, director, and film editor. She was born
in Sidi Bou Said, northern Tunisia, in 1947. She studied cinema in Paris
and then worked on French television as a script editor and production
manager. In 1972, she returned to Tunisia and gained great fame in the field
through her editing work, collaborating with directors such as Nejia Ben
Mabrouk and Selma Baccar, before turning to writing and directing. She
attracted international attention after directing her first feature film, “The
Silences of the Palace”, starring Hend Sabry, and earning a Caméra d’Or
Special Mention at the Cannes Film Festival in 1994.

Screenplay: Moufida Tlatli
Cinematography: Youssef Ben Youssef
Editing: Moufida Tlatli

Cast: Amel Hedhili, Hend Sabri, Ghalia
Lacroix, Najia Ouerghi, Hichem Rostom

Production: Ahmed Bahaeddine Attia,
Richard Magnien
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SPECIAL

SCREENINGS

ATONEMENT

Reed Van Dyk (USA)
USA, Jordan

(By invitation only)

MA’ ROSA

Brillante Mendoza (Philippines)
Philippines

(Followed by a public conversation)

WHO IS STILL ALIVE

Nicolas Wadimoff (Switzerland)
Switzerland, France, Palestine
(Accompanied by a video installation)

SOPHIA

Dhafer L'Abidine (Tunisia)
Tunisia, UK

(Refer to page 25)
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Special Screenings \ dnla yagpc

Atonement

(By invitation only)

Director Reed Van Dyk (USA)

USA, Jordan| English, Arabic

Subtitles: Arabic, English | Drama | 2026 | 18+| 118 mins

In the early days of the lrag War, a U.S. Marine’s split-second
decision during a firefight devastates an Iragi family. Years later,
aided by a New Yorker journalist, he seeks to reconcile with the
woman and her family who survived. Inspired by true events.

Festivals
and Awards

Cannes Film Festival - Directors’ Fortnight

Director’s Biography

Reed Van Dyk is a screenwriter and director based in Los Angeles. His
acclaimed short film “DeKalb Elementary” was an Oscar Nominee for
Best Live Action Short Film. The film won prizes from festivals around
the world, including at SXSW and the Grand Prix at Clermont-Ferrand.
Reed’s last short film “Interigr” premiered at TIFF.

Screenplay: Reed Van Dyk
Cinematography: Jon Peter
Editing: Chelsi Johnston

Cast: Boyd Holbrook, Kenneth Branagh, Hiam Abbass
Production: Star Thrower Entertainment, Redline
Entertainment, Talon Entertainment, Trevor White, Tim
White, David Wulf, Steven Demmler, Reed Van Dyk

140

Ulasll

(Guala 6gcayyayce)

(6aniolbVgll) ella Yle agy 6/¢150]l
Ayl dujalaiyl | UajllSanioll cabygll

d8163 A [ 1A+ | A0 [ Lola | dupsi dujulaiyldonyill

Gl 8Luito Yo $ain A AL =)l Upa Uo ool LUl o
a5l A Loy iy sl o Whiabl JUA o nA bl s 6 a0l
Ol LR Wjg G U0 Lblan 6acl o Wigiw A =) Aiblie
U0 LAgi o A5l o lg_ai Ul Lailileg 6)_oll & o dallnoll

b9 Glaal

UkaAoll paub@ni - Gileipl YA Ularao  WULa pdvoll
:jlgallg

6/@)1 80l e
Aoly6 jla.ungLailungJ oo ooy A 09 gl w Lils eyl Ylo ay)
oL Jrrol e jla gVl 615lal I i @ SIa bl cla s paviidl  1n gl
Wolh Ulaao LaiyU-o o=l Jgo wlilapao o6 jSlgn jLogwpn Jnd
Juall 8l ele Lol.Ulits Ugo s uoo Sl 6 5lallg wiing tigli L
ol Lilodinll g iig)gi ULaraio (o 610 JoU UALL A 86 g yyiih

Ehla Yo 2y :glitw
JiHU9a gl
Ugliutign pauluii :eliigo

uwlie pla ol it woplga 3 gy tiol
Lol il UgdU Wiio il (i) Wiiod)iyii] j99)d ) liuw Ul
LI Y6 2y) o) d U0y 1 Q)99 2402 nlg o wylg Jg.0) )



Ma’  Rosa

(Followed by a public conversation)
Director Brillante Mendoza (Philippines)

Philippines | Filipino | Subtitles: English
Drama, Action | 2016 |18+| 110 mins

Ma’ Rosa lives with her husband and their four children in a poor
neighborhood in Manila. She runs a small convenience store where
everybody likes her. Behind this friendly facade, she and her husband
secretly sell small amounts of drugs to make ends meet. But one
night everything changes. When she is arrested, her children are
ready to do anything to buy her freedom from the corrupt police.

Festivals Cannes Film Festival - Best Actress
and Awards Gijon International Film Festival - Best Director
Young Critics Circle - Best Film

Director’s Biography

One of the most prominent and influential Filipino filmmakers %
today, Brillante Mendoza is known for his neo-realist direction and

his depiction of social realities and the lives of ordinary people in
extraordinary circumstances. Mendoza is the first Filipino to have
competed and won at the Big Three international film festivals. His film
“Captive” competed at the Berlinale, while “Tirador” (Slingshot) won
the Caligari Film Award. At the Venice Film Festival, “Thy Womb” won
the La Navicella Venezia Cinema Award, while “Lola” was nominated &
for the Golden Lion. In 2009, he became the first Filipino to win the
Best Director Award at the Cannes Film Festival for “Kinatay”. In 2014,

he was awarded France’s Chevalier dans I'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres

in recognition of his contributions to cinema and the arts.

Screenplay: Troy Espiritu
Cinematography: Odie Flores
Editing: Diego Marx Dobles

Cast: Jacklyn Jose, Julio Diaz, Andi Eigenmann, Jomari
Angeles, Baron Geisler, Mon Confiado, Neil Ryan Sese

Production: Star Center Stage Production (CSP) Co.

Special Screenings | dnla yagyc
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WHO IS STILL ALIVE

Director Nicolas Wadimoff (Switzerland)
Switzerland, France, Palestine | Arabic | Subtitles: English

Documentary | 2025 | 18+| 114 mins

A map of Gaza, its towns, camps and neighborhoods. White paint
on black ground. Within the crudely drawn outlines, nine refugees
tell their stories. Their old lives, their buried dreams, and the loss of
their loved ones. By sharing these stories, the protagonists attempt
to reconnect with themselves, to stop being ghosts, to come back,
perhaps, to life.

Festivals Venice Film Festival - Cinema & Arts Award for Best Film

and Solothurn Film Festival - Winner of the Prix de Soleure

Awards Cairo International Film Festival

Director’s Biography

After studying film in Montreal, Nicolas Wadimoff presented his first
short film “The Bowl” (1991) in Locarno. In 1997 he co-directed with
Denis Chouinard his first fiction “Clandestins”. He founded Akka
Films in 2003, a production company that has accompanied many
Palestinian filmmakers. “Aisheen” (2010), shot in Gaza, premiered at
the Berlinale. The Directors’ Fortnight in Cannes hosted his return to
fiction with “Operation Libertad” (2012). “Spartiates” (2015), about
an MMA coach in Marseille, won the Soleure Prize, and “The Apollo
of Gaza” (2018) opened Locarno’s Critics’ Week. After a detour in
education at HEAD - Geneva (2019-2023), he directed, with Lyana
Saleh, “UNRWA, 75 Years of a Temporary History.”

Jordanian Premiére

Cinematography: Leandro Monti, Camille
Cottagonoud Philippe Coeytaux, Ossama Bawardi

Editing: Jean Reusser
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STILL ALIVE

Video Installation

Arabic | Subtitles: English

“Still Alive” is an extension of Nicolas Wadimoff's documentary
film “Who Is Still Alive”, created from footage shot for the film
but not included in the final edit.

Three Places, Three Temporalities

Through this installation, the protagonists of “Who Is Still Alive”
inhabit a space divided into three temporalities, allowing visitors
to immerse themselves in a fragmented, devastated territory that
survives only through the memories that bring it back to life.

Before - A time when each person’s voice, joined with those of
neighbors and relatives, formed a social body, a community. A
lifetime imagined as a succession of happy days, set against the
violence and destruction that would follow.

The War - Fragments of memory emerge in stark outlines: bombed
homes, ravaged gardens, looted museums, a culture brought to ruin. A
time that words cannot fully describe, measured against the reality of
lived experience. The experience of the unspeakable. The experience
of genocide. Recounted through a collective act, a shared descent
into darkness around a table—the sole setting of “Who Is Still Alive”.

After - A time when bodies and their movements express what
words can no longer convey.

An additional montage, assembled from unused footage, captures
moments when participants stopped speaking to catch their breath,
reflect, or because they felt they had nothing left to say.
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GUEST RELATIONS
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Chief Accountant
Financial Manager
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Discover the best of Jordan!

Ifit's happeninginJordan, it'son
7Hills.

We are a digital lifestyle
magazine showcasing the
absolute best of Jordan. While
the festival lights up the city, we
keep you connected to
everything happening withinit
and across Jordan.

Think of us as your digital
passport to the Kingdom. From
art exhibitions and music shows
to nightlife, street culture,
fashion, and the best culinary
spots in town, we coveritall. If
it's creative, vibrant, and
happening right now, you'll find
it on our platform.

Don't just visit Jordan...
experienceit.

@7hillsjo
@ 7hillsjo.com
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